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Members invited to New Year’s Eve
Service on December 31

P

RESIDENT MICHAEL MUNEKIYO WOULD LIKE TO
invite temple members and friends to the Annual
New Year’s Eve Service, which will be held on Saturday, December 31, beginning at 11:15 p.m. Members are
invited to toll the temple bell and partake in the traditional
refreshments after the service.

Members invited to visit temple on
New Year’s Day

M

EMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE INVITED TO
visit the Wailuku Hongwanji temple on Sunday, January 1, 2017. No service will be held. However, the
temple will be open from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. for those who wish
to visit. Reverend Shinkai Murakami would like to encourage
members and their families to take time to meditate on the
countless blessings they have received throughout the year and
express their gratitude to their parents, our nation, all beings,
and Amida Buddha.
Members may visit the Nokotsudo (columbarium) anytime
between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Call the office at 244-0406 to
get the code to the door.

General membership meeting to be
held on January 14

B

OARD CHAIR MICHAEL MUNEKIYO WOULD LIKE
to invite members to the Annual General Membership (Sokai) meeting and New Year’s Party (Shinnenkai), which will be held at the temple on Saturday, January 14, beginning at 5:30 p.m. At the Sokai, Director of Finance, Paul Hiranaga, will present the 2015 Kyodan Budget.
In addition, the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award will be presented to this year’s honoree(s).
After the meeting, members will adjourn to the Social
Hall for the New Year’s party. A donation of $7 for each family (three or more individuals) $5 for couples, or $3 for each
single member will be collected. The donation will help the
committee get an accurate dinner count. The Temple will
provide all of the food and beverages.
Please call the business office at 244-0406 to provide information on the number of family members who plan to attend (adults and children) together with your donation. The
deadline for reservations is Friday, January 8.

January 2017

Reverend Toshiyuki Umitani to speak
at Hōonkō (Shinran Shonin) Service
on January 22

R

EVEREND TOSHIYUKI UMITANI, EXECUTIVE Assistant to the Bishop at Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii, will be the guest speaker at the annual
Hōonkō Service, which will be held on Sunday, January 22,
beginning at 9 a.m.
This Hōonkō Memorial Service is held in memory of
Shinran Shonin, the founder of the Jodo Shinshu Sect, near
the date of his death (January 16). Hōonkō is the best known
of all Shin services. It is a time to express our gratitude to
the founder of the Shin Buddhist tradition. It is a time when
we can think about the teachings of Shinran with deep appreciation in our hearts and resolve to dedicate one’s self in
the service of others to truly make our world friendlier and
happier for all of mankind. On the anniversary of his death,
let us pause and reflect and resolve to dedicate ourselves to
make this a better world for everyone. Each sect of Buddhism observes the death of its founder through a memorial
service called Hōonkō. This is our sect’s Memorial Service.

Wailuku Hongwanji 2017 calendar
may be picked up at temple office

M

EMBERS ARE REMINDED TO PICK UP
their 2017 Wailuku Hongwanji calendar
at the temple office during business
hours. This year’s calendar is made specifically
for our temple. The calendar lists temple activities and important dates.
Wailuku Hongwanji’s Calendar of Activities
and Memorial Listings were mailed with the December’s newsletter.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-1-

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Monshu Kojun Ohtani
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, Kyoto, Japan

New Year’s Greetings
At the beginning of
this New Year, I would
like to extend my warmest greetings to you.
This past year, we
have been observing the
ceremony known as The
Commemoration on the
Kojun Ohtani
Accession of the Jodo
Shinshu Tradition since last October. This
service will be continuing until the end of
May over 10 sessions and a total of 80
days. The participation of the many delegates from both domestic and overseas
districts has revitalized the atmosphere of
all of our temple activities, and for that I
am truly happy and grateful to each and
every one of you.

Through holding the service together with
you fellow Nembutsu followers, I am able
to personally experience how the Jodo
Shinshu teaching has not only been
passed down to us over the span of nearly
800 years, but also how it has been delivered to many regions of the world beyond
national borders. I believe that we have
the Jodo Shinshu teaching today precisely
because it served as the spiritual foundation for all of the preceding Nembutsu followers.
Shinran Shonin revealed his understanding of the Dharma known today as
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. It is a teaching
for those of us who constantly struggle
with various worries and hardships in life.
Let us continue to listen to the teaching
and share our own appreciation of the
Dharma with family and friends in the hope
that we can follow the Nembutsu path together with them.
January 1, 2017
OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Namo Amida Butsu
and Happy New Year!

In this New Year, please let me express my warmest Aloha and Best Wishes
to you for a harmonious, peaceful and
reflective New Year filled with the Joy of
the Dharma!
As we reflect (including self-reflect)
on what is happening around the world
including our own nation, there is room for
dire concern as aggression, violence,
hate, inequality, disrespect, suspicion and
Eric Matsumoto
mistrust erupt. At times, it may seem all
too overwhelming. However, let us not lose hope. May we avail ourselves
to the Wisdom of Enlightenment by letting it guide us and may Buddha’s
Compassion inspire us. Our Jodo Shinshu Teachings share that the Bodhisattva Dharmakara/Amida Buddha gives hope to the spiritually lost
foolish being/bonbu by promising the attainment of Enlightenment
through the Buddha’s Unconditional Compassion by saying “Entrust
yourself to me calling my Name, Namo Amida Butsu.” Out of the Joy and
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Gratitude of True Entrusting for being unconditionally accepted without
judgement emerges a deep lament about this imperfect I and an aspiration to live a more Dharma-centered life. In one of his Letters, Shinran
Shonin states, “There was a time when for each of you when you knew
nothing of Amida’s Vow and did not say the Name of Amida Buddha, but
now, guided by the compassionate means of Sakyamuni and Amida, you
have begun to hear the Vow. Formerly you were drunk with the wine of
ignorance and had a liking only for the three poisons of greed, anger, and
folly, but since you have begun to hear the Buddha’s Vow you have
gradually rejected the three poisons, and come to prefer at all times the
medicine of Amida Buddha.” (Lamp for the Latter Ages, Letter 20) Further, says the late Rev. Jitsuen Kakehashi, “The ‘turning of the heart’
means forsaking the human-centered way of thinking and placing the
teaching of the Tathagata at the center of our thought. Being saved
means that with the Dharma-centered values, a new view of life is established in ourselves.” “In our daily life, we are liable to be dictated to by
our self-centered thoughts, but in the mind of nembutsu practicers who
are saddened and pained by this reality, there is a recurring transformation in which, with the heart and mind of the Tathagata’s great wisdom
and great compassion, we come to look back at our own thoughts and
behaviors. When we look at the world with an ordinary human mind, it is
distinctly divided into things we love and things we hate, but with the
mind of the Tathagata, we are made to know that everyone is equally the
Tathagata’s indispensably important child. From that standpoint, we realize that we are all brothers and sisters and fellow human beings. Then
slowly but steadily, we come to reflect on our self-centered thoughts,
reject our blind passions and make efforts to see things and live our lives
in a way that can be approved by the Tathagata.” (From “Hearing the
Buddha’s Call, The Life, Works and Words of Shinran).
In this New Year, may the manifestations of True Entrusting such as
“the benefit of having great joy in our hearts, the benefit of being aware of
Amida’s benevolence and of responding in gratitude to his virtue, and the
benefit of constantly practicing great compassion” become more evident
in our daily lives. As Jodo Shin Buddhists, let us respond to Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion by reciting the Nembutsu and encourage
each other to live a life centered on the Dharma including sharing our
Awareness, Joy and Gratitude of the Buddha’s Great Wisdom and Compassion with others. Truly as Shinran Shonin said, “May there be peace
in the world, and may the Buddha’s Teaching spread!” Once again, Happy New Year to one and all!
Namo Amida Butsu/ Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and AllEmbracing Compassion.
In Gassho/Anjali

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister, Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Gratitude with the Nembutsu

Namo Amida Butsu

A

S WE BEGIN THE YEAR 2017,
may we all recite the Nembutsu
with the true mind of gratitude,
joy, and appreciate the infinite
Light and Life of Amida Buddha.
On the first day of January, which is New
Year's Day, traditionally many people eat
"OZONI,” which is Mochi soup.
However, before we consume the "Ozoni"
soup, we should put our hands together in
"Gassho," to express our gratitude and recite the
Nembutsu, Namo Amida Butsu, Itadakimasu.

Shinkai Murakami

Then, we can partake this New Year's special food.
The old Japanese saying said, "Ten people like ten different colors." Yes, all
of us who make "Ozoni" soup, use different styles and tastes in "Ozoni" soup.
People prepare their soup based on their district’s traditional or their families' special taste.
In order to make this particular dish, I believe what is important for this is all up
to the cook who makes the "Soup." Some people use "chicken broth," others use
"Konbu" which is a seaweed base, and some use "Kasai," which is dried bonito
base. But, all of them never forget to add salt and soy sauce. These two special
seasonings create the secret for this special dish.
The ingredients are varied, too. Some are very simple and use only minimum
items such as mizuna. However, many people adopt other people's recipes and
create their own Ozoni soup by adding other ingredients such as "shiitake mushroom," "gobo" which is burdock, "araimo," "mizuna," "chicken," and so on.
So with the mochi, this Ozoni soup becomes kind of a big dish on New Year's
Day. After we eat this traditional soup, we all are truly satisfied and at the end of the
meal we offer the great words of appreciation and say "Gochisou sama, Naman
da--bu, Nam man da--bu".
Maybe this is a biased comment, but I think this feeling of satisfaction or fulfillment is so peaceful. The words, "Gochisou sama, Naman da bu, Naman da bu"
is "Ah, I am so satisfied and truly appreciative of this moment" which expresses true
gratitude.
When the Nembutsu comes out from our mouths, especially old timers—
they are reciting Naman da--bu, Naman da—bu." It seems to me they are truly
expressing their gratitude to Amida Buddha. I don't know what they are expressing their gratitude for but I firmly believe that it is for "Amida's spiritual guidance,
compassion, wisdom, courage, and sincere heart to all of them and makes their
lives more meaningful.
Nembutsu guidance is not only for people who are facing difficult times, but it
is for our daily lives to be aware that his great compassion and wisdom are reaching into our heart and showing us the great path of the truth.
Let us all have a mind of gratitude for what we have around, what we receive,
and that we are able to share our thoughts of minds with our ohana from the beginning of the year. Let us rejoice and share in the spiritual joy and happiness with the
Nembutsu in our precious life.
May Peace prevail in our community with the great guidance of the
Nembutsu throughout the year of 2017 with Amida Buddha's infinite wisdom and compassion.
Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu

NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE
President Pieper Toyama
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Embrace Change: Action
Open Communication

O

UR THEME FOR 2017 CALLS
upon us to take action to implement our plans for our temples
while ensuring open communication to
engage all those connected to our
temples. Our temples’ success in
serving its members requires us to
spend the time and planning necessary
to make open communications happen
Pieper Toyama
efficiently and effectively. For every
event we plan, for every opportunity for involvement we offer our
members, let us consider doing the following: (1) Make clear announcements at our temple services. (2) Make attractive posters
for our temple bulletin boards. (3) Print handouts for our members
to take home and post on their refrigerators and share with friends
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and relatives. (4) Post announcements on our temples’ websites,
newsletters, and Facebook pages. (5) Use a telephone tree or
make personal phone calls to senior citizens to get the word out.
Use text messages, twitter, and Instagram for the XYZ generations. (6) Ask all of our temple affiliates to announce it to their
members. (7) Do email blasts. (8) Do snail mail blasts with post
cards and handwritten notes. (9) Post it on banners outside of our
temples. (10) Put out public service announcements on TV stations, radio stations, and publications. (11) Submit news releases
to print publications, radio and TV stations. (12) Talk it up among
temple members during the coffee-hour talk-story following Sunday Services.
In addition to paying attention to how we communicate, we also need to pay attention to what we communicate. Our temple
members should not only know about upcoming events but also
about how our temples are doing financially. There should be full
transparency of temple operations. Members should know the
issues that deal with personnel, facilities, finances, fundraising,
temple programs, and strategic plans for the future. By making
our temple operations transparent to our members, we open
pathways for their input and involvement.
Most importantly, we must join temple ministers in sharing the
Dharma. Sharing should not be limited to Dharma Talks during
Sunday Services, memorial services, workshops, seminars and
newsletter messages. We can begin by seeking meaningful
Dharma messages in our personal readings and experiences and
find ways to share them so we may enrich the lives of our temple
members. We can begin by considering the 12 ways of communication I listed above as means for members and ministers to openly share the Dharma every day.
Open communications in 2017 means that each of us is a receiver and a sender. When our messages connect, they will spark
action. Let us each do our part.
Namo Amida Butsu

NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE
Michael Munekiyo, Chairman of the Board
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Happy New Year!

M

ANY OF MY FELLOW “Baby Boomers” remember that
great English rock band Pink
Floyd. If you are not a “Boomer,” not a
fan of the band, nor have a passion for
classic rock music…not a problem.
What may be of interest to all of us
though, is that Pink Floyd’s music often spoke to the reality of everyday
Michael Munekiyo
life. As we close the year 2016, I
share excerpts from their song “Time”,
one of my Pink Floyd favorites.
You are young and life is long and there is time to kill
And then one day you find ten years have got behind
you…
And you run and you run to catch up with the sun but its
sinking

Racing around to come up behind you again…
Every year is getting shorter, never seem to find the
time
Plans that either come to naught or half a page of
scribbled lines
The song speaks to the preciousness of time, something
we oftentimes overlook in the hustle and bustle of meeting daily
obligations. I too, often fall victim to this syndrome. Not too long
ago, for example, I happened to glance at an insert to the
Wailuku Hongwanji Friends of the Dharma newsletter. That
insert was a listing of the year 2017 memorial services for those
who have passed before us. As I skimmed through the list, under the heading of “25th Year Memorial”, I unexpectedly ran
across my father’s name. I think of my Dad often and my
memories of him are clear, sharp and precious. But when
measured against the 25th year milestone, I somehow had difficulty comprehending that it has been that long since he left us.
I suspect most of us have had similar experiences, as I often hear from so many people, the theme echoed by Pink Floyd
in their verse “Every year is getting shorter, never seem to find
the time”. The question for us all is this: how best can we accept the reality that “one day you find ten years have got behind
you”.
While I still find it difficult to untangle myself from the web
of daily demands, and will continue to confront the rapid passage of time, I am making a conscious effort to appreciate
those many moments that make up my day, whether those
moments are good or bad. Recently, I placed a daily reminder
on my I-Phone’s “Task” list. At noon each day, the word
“BREATH” pops up (a suggestion that I relax). Depending on
the circumstances at that moment, I may or may not
BREATHE. Nonetheless, as best I can, and admittedly a sometimes difficult task, I strive to embrace gratitude each day.
As we enter the New Year, let us approach our family, our
fellow members of the Sangha and our fellow members of our
larger island community with a spirit of gratitude. That spirit of
gratitude will allow us to accept the passage of time with a
sense of fulfillment, and make more precious, each “tick-tock”
emanating from our timekeeping devices.
Namo Amida Butsu
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori.......................................................................Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki............................................................................... Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda.................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro........................................................................................Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association..................................................Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts ....................................................................................Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School........................................................................ Mrs. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ........................................................................... Mr. Herbert Kogasaka
Preschool................................................................................ Mrs. Karen Yoshida
Roselani 4-H Club .................................................................. Mrs. Joyce Yamada
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Members elect 2017-2018 Kyodan officers

M

EMBERS ELECTED THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS to be the Kyodan Officers for years 2017
and 2018. The officers will be installed at the annual Sokai and Shinnenkai on Saturday, January 14, 2017.
Chairman of the Board .............................. Michael Munekiyo
Director of Activities.......................................Sandy Matsuda
Director of Finance.......................................... Paul Hiranaga
Director of Properties ................................ Ronald Fukumoto
Director of Records ...........................................Faith Tengan
Director of Religious Affairs........................ George Okamoto
Director of Youth Activities ......................... Emiko Sakagawa
Business Manager.................................... Franklin Hamasaki
Directors
Boy Scouts.................................................... Randall Endo
Gakuen ................................................. Rhonda Fosbinder
Buddhist Women’s Assn. ...............................Janet Kubota
Dharma School ...............................................Joan Tamori
Eric Ikeuchi ................................................. Aldon Mochida
Gary Murai .............................................. Stanley Okamoto
Kazuo Sugiki ................................................. Joyce Tamori
Shelley Wong

Gakuen to resume on January 9

C

OORDINATOR SHINKAI MURAKAMI OF THE JAPANESE Language School, would like to remind parents and students that classes will resume on Monday, January 9. He also would like to inform parents that
report cards will be issued in early February.
NO SCHOOL DAYS
December 22 – January 6
Winter Break
Monday, January 16
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday
Wednesday, February 15
DOE Institute Day
Monday, February 20
President’s Day

Dana Award to be presented at Sokai
on January 14

O

NE OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNITIONS a member may receive from our temple is
the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award. The 2016
award will be presented to one of our members at the Annual
General Membership (Sokai) meeting and New Year’s Party
(Shinnenkai), which will be held at the temple on Saturday,
January 14, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The award is named
after the late Tadaichi Fukunaga who practiced the Buddhist
teachings of Dana, served as an officer and director of our
temple, and as an advisor to the Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii.
To qualify for this award, a member must be a Kyodan
member for a minimum of 35 years, an active member of
affiliate organizations, participates in community organiza-

tions, regularly attends Sunday and major services, practices
the Buddhist teaching of Dana, helps propagate the Buddhist
teachings, listens to the Dharma, and contributes to his/her
temple, family and community.
2016.................................. To be announced on January 14, 2017
2015.................................................Joan Tamori, Molly Tokunaga
2014.....................................................Mae Omuro, Helen Tanaka
2013............................................ Janet Kubota, Machiko Moriyasu
2012........................................................................... Kazuo Sugiki
2011.......................................... Sylvia Ishikawa, George Okamoto
2010............................................ Yoshiko Fujiwara, Itsuyo Kusuda
2009............................................Wayne Nishida, Lillian Satoshige
2008.......................................................................Nancy Shimoda
2007......................................... Toshiko Hirose, Michael Munekiyo
2006.................................................................. Franklin Hamasaki
2005...................................................................... Margaret Honda
Stella Kuwae, Janet Okamoto
2004.........................................................................Janet Inamasu
2003......................................... Marian Muraoka, Florence Tanaka
2002....................................................................... Yoshiko Uchida
2001....................................................Elsie Ota, Emiko Sakagawa
2000..................................................................... Grace Hamasaki
1999.................................................................... Doris Kawashima
Chikashi Charles Nagamatsu, Yoshime Tanouye
1998...................................................................... Teruko Fujimoto
Alma Hashi, Mary Uyeda, Harold Yamaguchi
1997......................................................................... Richard Ouchi
Kenneth Sakagawa, Shizuka Tamura
1996.............................................................................Masao Sato
Takeshi Tsuchiyama, Wesley Wong, Jr.
1995..................................................................Kazuichi Hamasaki
1994...............................................................................Kikue Koja
Shizue Munekiyo, Chiyoko Nakamura
Nancy Oishi, Satoru Sasada
1993........................................................................Tsurue Higashi
Yoshie Tagami
1992................................................................. Yoshiko Kawamata
Shizue Morihiro
1991..........................................................................Misayo Kurisu
Manuel Oishi, Ruth Shimada
Douglas Sodetani, Chikayo Tomimoto
1990.............................................................................Harue Kono
Shizuko Matsumoto, Yukiko Tanaka
1989...................................................................... Thomas Higashi
Minoru Morihiro, Takeo Morisaki
Matsuno Yasui
1988............................................................................. Meiji Hirose
Shoichi Mori
1987.........................................................................Ariyo Sodetani
Chiyoko Wong
1986.............................................................................. Edith Izumi
Hiroshi Kawamata, Masato Miyazaki
Shigeru Nakamura
1985......................................................................Natsuyo Hayase
Masato Kawashima, Tokito Manta
1984............................................ Richard Hashi, Stanley Okamoto
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Camp Recap

By Scoutmaster David Merchant

W

HAT AN ADVENTURE! Thanks
to all of the scouts and adult
leaders for making the Waihe’e Ridge backpack trip so
much fun. We survived a stormy night that made cooking our dinners a challenge and staying totally dry impossible – and we did it
with good spirits and lots of smiles.
I got lots of rave reviews from the Council officers and from
the Cub Scout Leaders when we marched into the Cub-O-Ree in
full camping gear. “You guys look great!” and “The Cub Scouts
will look up to you guys and want to be a Boy Scout” were two of
the things I heard. Well done and way to represent Troop 40!
We had a total of 37 people camping overnight on the ridge –
what a great turnout. For those of you who haven’t heard, at
about 5:15 a.m. the winds picked up and the cloud deck lowered
down right on top of us. For the rest of the evening, we were inside a cloud with 30-40 mph wind gusts (estimate). Even though it
wasn’t actually raining, the mist from the cloud was condensing on
the trees and falling like rain, and it even condensed inside of our
tents! We had to retreat into the woods to have enough shelter to
cook our meals – but they tasted even better in the stormy weather. There was no way to have an evening gathering, so the scouts
retreated to their tents right after dinner to talk, play cards, and go
to sleep early. I think I got the longest night’s sleep in a month!
Luckily, the weather improved by morning, and our SPL Cy
Tamanaha and ASPL Noah Murata led the Pueo, Honu, and Hoku
Patrols on a hike to the top of the Waihe’e Ridge Trail and back
again -- total distance of 5.2 miles. We were running a bit late
because of the weather, so we had to push the pace – but EVERYONE MADE IT! Great job by the younger scouts to push beyond what they thought they could do. I was very proud of them.

Leaders of Troop 40 get the Boy Scouts organized for their hike to
Waihe’e Ridge.

A day of hiking to Waihe’e Ridge is in store for members of Troop 40.

Planning for their camp and hike to Waihe’e Ridge were scouts of
Troop 40.

Scouts from Troop 40 enjoyed their bento lunch after a hard day working with cub scouts of Pack 40 at the Camporee at Camp Maluhia.

These scouts were excited to be issued new backpacks for their trip to
Camp Maluhia and a hike to Waihe’e Ridge.
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Cub Scouts hold “Turkey” Competition

C

UB SCOUTS OF PACK 40 held
a contest among the packs at their Thanksgiving
meeting by decorating a water bottle into a turkey.
The judges had a difficult time choosing the “Best Decorated
Turkey!” After the judging, the scouts had an opportunity to
knock down their turkey using pantyhose and a softball. The
scouts enjoyed their evening activities.

Shark Patrol Boy Scouts are proud of the food that they collected for
the Feed My Sheep program.

Cub Scouts from Group 1 proudly stand behind their decorated turkey.

Cub Scouts display their prizes as winners of the 2016 Top Sellers Award in the Popcorn Sales contest.
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Scouts from Group 2 have their picture taken with their turkey.

Wolf Scout Tai shows off his donation to the Angel Tree program.

Group 3’s turkey was prepared by five Scouts who thought they had a
winner.

Wolf Den Leader Jerry Dela Cruz picks a few cards from the Central
Pacific Bank’s Angel Tree.

Members of Group 4 are proud of their decorated turkey.

Group 6 Scouts are confident that their turkey will be selected as the
winner.

The faces of Group 5 show how proud they are of their turkey.

“Our turkey is the best!” say Scouts from Group 7.
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Temple activities

Kay and Ronald Fukumoto participated at the BWA Memorial Service
for Ruth Fukumoto.
Reverend Murakami presents a Certificate of Recognition from the
Japanese Consulate for Mrs. Kazue Mabe to her granddaughters Mrs.
David Jorgensen and Mrs. Yamashita.

Members of the Wailuku Hongwanji Adult Choir perform at the BWA
Memorial Service on December 11, 2016.

Participating at the BWA Memorial Service were Marvin Yamaguchi
and Alan Yamaguchi for their mother, Lillian Yamaguchi.

Participating in the Minister’s Appreciation Day were students of the Dharma School—Sophie’s friend, Sophie, Louis, Sam Marie, Anna, Logan, Tom,
Takashi, Layce, Ace, Donna, Bee, Donavan.
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Temple activities

Maui United BWA General Assembly

Hatsumairi (Infant Presentation) Ceremony

BWA members attend the Maui United BWA General Assembly at
Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.
A Hatsumairi Ceremony was held by Reverend Murakami for Kora
Elizabeth Beauchamp on October 30, 2016. Also participating were
her brother Kaden, and parents Krystle and Kawika Beauchamp.

Yoshiko Fujiwara, Grace Hamasaki, Stella Kuwae, and Minae Murakami participate in the BWA General Assembly meeting.

Pictured above are Travis, Tess, Taylah Akemi Texeira and Reverend
Murakami who performed the Infant Presentation Ceremony on December 17.

Buddhist Women’s Association members attend the Na Kupuna dinner
at Velma McWayne Santos Community Center that was sponsored by
the Maui Hotel and Lodging Association.

Members of the Buddhist Women’s Association enjoy lunch prepared
by Lahaina Hongwanji BWA members.

Members of BWA attentively listen to the presentation at the Maui
United BWA General Assembly at Lahaina.
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Halloween trick-o-treating in school was fun and exciting. Children
came to school dressed in their costumes. Many parents participated in
our celebration with treats for the children. Every child walked our bike
path for treats as parents generously filled their trick-or-treat bags.
Peyton, Shaye, Kally and Landon held on tight to their heavy Halloween bags.

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON

At lunch, the Pilgrims and Indians sat together and gave thanks for
their food. Enjoying their friends are Kinzee, Ki Seong, Meiko, Vika,
Emily, and Ramsey-Lee.

One of their favorite times in the day is outdoor play. Trevor and Micah
turn into Ninjas as Kaiehu and Mosiah wait to play ball with them.

For Thanksgiving, the younger children dressed as Pilgrims and the
older children as Indians. All groups created their own Pilgrim and Indian outfits. Tehani loved dressing as an Indian and Nicole as a Pilgrim.

On Fun Day, children had a chance to play many games. Matthew tries
to hook a fish as Roen, Kolten and Kenzie look on.
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Affiliate organizations

BWA elects officers for the new biennium

Buddhist Women’s News

T THE NOVEMBER MEETING, MEMBERS OF THE
Buddhist Women's Association elected officers for the
2017-2018 biennium. The returning officers are President Janet Kubota, Recording Secretary Mary Tokumaru, and
Treasurer Sandy Matsuda. The new officers are Vice-President
Gwen Hiraga, Corresponding Secretary Barbara Parr, Assistant
Treasurer Mae Omuro, and Co-Historians Gail Kushiyama and
Sharon Higa.
Members would like to thank Mary Tokumaru who has
served as Recording Secretary since 2009. Your time and
effort spent in recording accurate minutes for the past eight
years are greatly appreciated.

Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA meeting set for January 8

T

HE FIRST MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF the new
year will be held on Sunday, January 8, 2017, following Sunday Service. On the agenda will be
planning for the upcoming BWA Sokai.

BWA members visited Nisei Veteran
Adult Care on December 5

T

HE BWA LADIES VISITED THE NISEI VETERAN
Adult Care in Wailuku on December 5, as part of
the annual Bodhi Day observance. Members enjoyed fellowship with residents of the facility by playing bingo
and providing prizes for the winners. Florence Tanaka entertained with a sing-along of favorite Christmas songs while
playing the piano.

Membership dues are collected by club
treasurer

C

LUB TREASURER SANDY MATSUDA IS COLLECTING annual membership dues for 2017. Dues for
regular members are $20 and $5 for members over
85 years old. Dues for associate members (homebound or
in health care facilities) are $5. Payment may be made at
the temple office or by mailing it to 1828 Vineyard Street,
Wailuku in care of BWA.

BWA to hold Sokai (General Membership Meeting) on February 12

T

HE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
Sokai will be held on Sunday, February 12. Members
will preview the program for the year. Following the
meeting, Mrs. Kiyo Masuda of Makawao Hongwanji and
Federation Chair of the Education Committee will speak on
the “Go Wish Cards” program. After the meeting, members
will proceed to Kahili Restaurant.
8:00 a.m. Temple Service at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
9:00 a.m. BWA meeting and speaker in temple
10:30 a.m. Bus departs from Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
to the Kahili Restaurant
11:00 a.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. Return to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
The cost of the meal is $31.04 per person. Members will
pay $15.00. The rest of the cost and bus service will be
subsidized by the club.
The deadline for sign up and payment is Friday, January
27. Please indicate if you will take the bus or use private
transportation when signing up.

A

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Anna Fosbinder to “MC” Sunday Service on January 8

D

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENT, ANNA FOSBINDER,
will be the Mistress of Ceremonies at the January 8,
Sunday Service, which begins at 8 a.m. Donavan
Ikeuchi will ring the kansho bell and Layce Yamauchi will
read the aspiration. Logan Tamori and Louis Fosbinder will
do the collection of offerings and will be greeters as well.
Mrs. Minae Murakami will be the organist.

No Sunday Service on January 15

B

ECAUSE THE ANNUAL SOKAI/SHINNENKAI IS being held on Saturday, January 14, there will be no
Sunday Service on January 15. Younger Dharma
School students will be performing in the entertainment portion. Students are encouraged to bring their parents to the
party. Lots of prizes will be given away.

Reverend Toshiyuki Umitani to speak
at Hōonkō Service on January 22

D

ONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MASTER OF Ceremonies at the Hōonkō Service on Sunday, January
22, beginning at 9 a.m. Reverend Toshikuyi Umitani,
, Executive Assistant to the Bishop at Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, will be the guest speaker. Anna Fosbinder
will ring the kansho bell and read the aspiration. Ace Shuster and Bee Shuster will do the collection of offerings and will
be greeters as well. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.

Paul Hiranaga to be guest speaker at
Family Service on January 29

P

AUL HIRANAGA WILL BE THE GUEST Speaker at
the Family Service on Sunday, January 29. The service begins at 8 a.m. Adult volunteers will be hosting
the Family Service. Stanley Okamoto will ring the kansho
bell. Adult volunteers will read the aspiration, collect the offerings and greet visitors. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.
Parents, please bring your children to our once-a-month
dharma school class following the service.
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Dis-n-Dat News
Editor’s Note: Tamara Manley spoke on “gratitude” at
her Dharma Talk on November 27. A number of members
asked that we share it with others who may not have attended the Family Service.

GRATITUDE

Good morning.
"A noble person is mindful and thankful for the favors
he receives from others." — Buddha.

G

RATITUDE. WHAT IS GRATITUDE? WHAT DOES
IT mean? According to Webster's Dictionary, gratitude is a noun. Its definition is: the quality of being
thankful; a readiness to show appreciation for and to return
kindness. For me, it is an immense joy and pleasure l feel,
when someone shows kindness, is helpful, goes above and
beyond what is expected, without looking for something in
return. So again I ask, what is gratitude? It has two parts.
First, it is an affirmation of goodness. By affirming, we
acknowledge that there are good things in the world and
benefits that we have received. For example, you are out
grocery shopping, having difficulty reaching an item on the
top shelf. Someone passes by, or the store employees see
this, and help you by getting what it was you needed. Immediately you feel relieved because you were aided in your
moment of need. You thank the person, sincerely. That is
the feeling of gratitude. Have you ever locked yourself out of
your car? I have. It was raining, and I was at the cemetery
with my two young daughters when this happened. No one
was around and everyone had left, including the mortuary
staff. Someone at the cemetery saw us standing in the rain,
near my car. They approached and asked if I was okay.
When I told them what had happened, they offered their assistance to drive us to the main office to use the phone. I
was a little reluctant at first to get in the car, but I did. They
took us to the office, but it was closed. They offered to take
us to a pay phone and I agreed. I called my husband and
told him what I did. He laughed and said he'd be there.
The person waited with me, letting us sit in their car,
while I waited for my husband. When my husband arrived,
and opened my car, we got out and we thanked them. My
husband tried to give them money and they refused. We offered to buy them dinner, and again refused. They just
smiled, waved, and drove off. I was full of gratitude for the
kindness and the warmth of their car on a cold and rainy day
that a stranger showed me and my family.
The second part of gratitude is that we recognize that
the sources of this goodness are outside of ourselves. It is
important we acknowledge that other people (or God, or
even higher powers if you are of a spiritual mind), gives us
many gifts, big or small to help us achieve the goodness in
our lives. By practicing gratitude in our daily life, we know it
can bring us joy; increased happiness; a sense of weltbeing; being good for our bodies; we sleep better; makes us

more resilient; promotes forgiveness; more helpful, more
altruistic; more connected to our community; and compassionate. It encourages us to not only appreciate gifts, but to
repay them, or to gift others from our heart. When we feel
gratitude, it allows us to savor what is good in our life, not to
overlook the beauty and pleasures that come our way. By
practicing gratitude daily, we are also teaching our children
and grandchildren to appreciate the goodness that surrounds them. They in turn, practice daily gratitude.
By entering into a state of mindfulness, you make the
choice to open your awareness to all aspects of your experience...whether it is positive, negative, and/or neutral. You
look at yourself, others, and the world with an open-eyed
sense of curiosity, nonjudgment, and acceptance. When you
apply this same attitude of mindfulness to cultivating gratitude, you may find that you become aware of far more qualities of yourself, others, and the world for which to be grateful.
Many of us live a great deal of our lives with our eyes
shut to a great deal of reality, seeing only that which we want
to see. Others have a tendency to overly focus on the negative qualities in their lives and in the world, leading to an
equally distorted view of reality. Mindfulness takes judgment
out of the equation and simply observes and accepts all with
full awareness. When you begin to reflect upon all that you
have to be grateful for with an attitude of mindfulness, the
world may begin to look a bit different.
It is hard to maintain a feeling of gratitude when we are
constantly being bombarded with negativity on a daily basis.
For many people, gratitude is difficult, because life is difficult.
It is in these moments, we lose sight of what we have—
family, friends, health, and our precious life. We shift from a
state of abundance to a state of lack. And our happiness is
derailed by the tiniest negative thought or idea. When this
occurs and find it hard to feel gratitude, think of it like this.
How do you feel when you receive a gift you did not expect?
For me, when I receive a gift I am acutely conscious of both
the gift and the giver, and gratitude spreads through me.
This gratitude spreads into a wish to give something back. I
wish to please my giver, share with that generous person
with something that will offer comfort, nourishment, and delight equal to what I have received from them. Practicing
gratitude is recognizing what we're grateful for, acknowledging it, and appreciating it. Simple, right? The benefit of practicing gratitude can be life altering. When we see the good
as well as the bad, it becomes more difficult to complain and
stay stuck in the negative. Gratitude allows us to realize
what we have. The awareness of what we are grateful for
can lessen our tendency to want more all the time.
I remember one day as I was driving to work, I saw a car
along side of me. There was a little boy, and a dog, with their
heads hanging out of the window. My first thought was, why
isn't this child in a car seat and seat belted in? (See, my
emergency room instincts kicked in). Then, as we came to a
stoplight, I looked over at the car. That's when I saw it! The
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delight in the little boy's eyes, and the award winning smile
said it all. There was pure joy in his face. He had his best
friend beside him, and they had the wind in their hair, the
sunshine on their face, and happiness in their hearts. Gratitude of what was here and now. It made me step back and
really appreciate what I was witness to, that others did not
see. As the light changed and we drove off, I was in a place
of gratitude. Those two had just shared gratitude with me,
and I was appreciative of that. So I rolled my windows down,
and had the wind in my hair and the sunshine on my face.
When I went to massage school, the first week there,
our instructor told us to buy a journal, and to write down ten
things we appreciated every day, and we could not write the
same thing twice. We had to keep this journal for a year.
And, we had to bring it every time we came to class. She
would also ask us to open it up. She would then walk around
the class and look at them. Sometimes she actually picked
them up and would randomly turn pages to see if we truly
wrote in them. At the end of the year, she said the purpose
of the journal was to never forget the beautiful things in life,
the simple things, so that precious moments would not become lost or buried by everyday living. What a wise and
wonderful woman that I had the honor to learn from.
So before I close, I want to give you a challenge. For the
next two weeks, I want you to write down five things every
day you are in gratitude for. And it cannot be the same thing
twice. It has to be different every time. It sounds hard, and at
first it is. However, it gets easier with time. And at the end of
the two weeks, let me know what you have found yourself to
have gratitude for. What is holding you back from mindfully
noticing all that you have to be grateful for in your life? I
would love to hear your thoughts.
Thank you.
Editor’s Note: I found the following article in the Steveston Buddhist Temple’s newsletter located in Richmond
B.C. It suggested this could be a “Dharma Family Activity.” It looked at individuality and interconnectedness. I
found this article to be interesting and should be shared.

DHARMA LESSON
This month, we are going to look at individuality and interconnectedness. For this activity, you will need ingredients for sushi.
First, prepare all of the ingredients, but do not assemble
the sushi. Have each family member sample each ingredient
– a bit of sushi rice, a bit of nori, a bit of each filling. Talk
about and compare the individual flavors. Now have each
person make a sushi roll and cut it. Eat the sushi while concentrating on the interconnectedness of the flavors. Note the
difference in flavors when everything is combined together.
This could lead into discussing links to our own lives – how
we are unique, yet also interconnected to others. Enjoy!
(This activity also lends itself to many different
foods including sandwiches, pizza, cupcakes...)

Project Dana to prepare bento lunches
on January 28, 2017



ROJECT DANA WILL BE PREPARING BENTO
lunches for the elderly adults confined at home or any
person 90 years and older, and handicapped persons
on Saturday, January 28, 2017. Anyone who wishes to have
a bento should contact the temple office at 244-0406 by
January 13.
Project Dana provides transportation, friendly visits, and
telephone chats, along with twice a year bento lunches. Project Dana's mission is to provide support to the frail elderly,
disabled persons, and family caregivers and enable them to
enjoy continued independence with dignity in the environment of their choice. The concept of Dana refers to selfless
giving - a kindness that does not need a thank you!

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Shizue Ageno (SEI KEN) Age 102, 1359 Lunalilo Home Road, Honolulu; passed away on November 6, 2016.
Kotoko Kawamura Kroesen (TO FOO) Age 92,
P.O. Box 1640, Kihei; passed away on December 2,
2016.
Jiro Koja (TE SSHO) Age 93, 136 Kaiemi
Street, Kahului; passed away on December 14,
2016.

Buddha’s Quotes

“To be idle is a short road to death and to
be diligent is a way of life; foolish people are
idle, wise people are diligent.”
“All wrong doing arises because of mind. If
mind is transformed can wrong-doing remain?”
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acknowledgments

Mae Omuro – In memory of Teruko Fujimoto

Anonymous
Wayne & Kay Hedani – In memory of Lillian Yamaguchi
Hideo & Joyce Kawahara – In memory of Yukie Kawahara
Melvyn & Sylvia Kawashima – In memory of Doris Kawashima
Shane & Jodi Komine
Harold & Reiko Kusuda – In memory of Isami Kusuda, Emi Kusuda, &
Hideo Murakami
Paul & Mildred Nakamura and Harry Furomoto – In memory of Kazue &
Sugio Furomoto, Mae Furomoto, and Lillian Tada
Wallace Oki – In memory of Leslie T. Oki
Helen Orikasa – In memory of Lillian Tada
George Shimada
Helen Tanaka
James & Karen Wintermyre – In memory of Elsie Ota’s family
Wesley & Marie Wong, Jr.
Alan Yamaguchi – In memory of Lillian Yamaguchi
Marvin & Wendy Yamaguchi – In memory of Lillian Yamaguchi
Yokouchi Foundation

NOKOTSUDO
James & Takane Hashi – In memory of Ralph N. Tanaka
James & Takane Hashi – In memory of Richard Hashi
Gilbert Ikeda – In memory of Shigeo & Yoshiko Ikeda
June Kodani – In memory of Natsu Kaneko
Patricia Mainaga – In memory of Yoshio Mainaga 7th Year Memorial Service
Katsuaki & Helene Ogawa – In memory of Kesajiro Kesaji and Haruyo
Ogawa
Sadao Oishi – In memory of Seichi & Yukino Oishi

NEW YEAR’S SERVICE

SOCIAL CONCERNS
Ethel Fujii
Kazuichi & Grace Hamasaki
Tom Hiranaga
Shufflo Honda
Carolyn Hozaki
Janet Kubota
Itsuyo Kusuda
Tommy & Jane Sato
Florence Tanaka

George Okamoto

SOCIAL HALL – AUDIO-VISUAL PROJECT

KYODAN

Betsy Cardoza
Joyce Endo
James & Rhonda Fosbinder
Margaret Fujita
Jack & Betty Hayase
Ronald Hiyakumoto
Irving & Jane Koja
Mitsuo & Mildred Miyamoto
Richard & Harriette Miyamoto
Dennis Ouchi
Myrtle Tengan
Joan Tomokiyo
Raymond & Betty Toyama
Alan & Linda Ann Unemori
Elaine Yokoyama

SHIGEMI OKAMOTO DHARMA FUND

CHOW FUN
Charles Araki

MOCHI FUNDRAISER
James & Takane Hashi
Wayne & Kay Hedani
Gary & Alma Yoshimori

EITAIKYO
Anonymous
Yeiko & Irene Arakaki
Ethel Fujii
Kazuichi & Grace Hamasaki
Wayne & Kay Hedani
Tom Hiranaga
Meiji & Toshiko Hirose
Shufflo Honda
Eric & Kathy Ikeuchi
Janet Kubota
Carol Mae Kurisu
Itsuyo Kusuda
Tamara Manley
Minako Mori
Machiko Moriyasu

Mae Omuro
Richard & Patsy Ouchi
Lillian Satoshige
Nancy Shimoda
Dale Sugiki
Kazuo & Toshiko Sugiki
Susumu & Mae Taketa
Florence Tanaka
Fumie Tanoue
Frances Teshima
Molly Tokunaga
Wesley & Marie Wong, Jr.
Tomiko Yamagata
Lydia Yamaguchi

Hoji Memorial Services (January)
Date

Jan. 4
Jan. 15
Jan. 22
Jan. 5
Jan. 9
Jan. 17
Jan. 12
Jan. 15
Jan. 9
Jan. 21
Jan. 28
Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan. 14
Jan. 16
Jan. 28

Name

1st Year – 2016
Fujimoto, Charles Taiji (TI GAN)
Kawashima, Ichiko Doris (RYO DO)
Riyu, Katherine Tetsuko (JO ZEN)
3rd Year – 2015
Hirokane, Shotsugi (SHO DO)
Kurisu, Nobuo “Obon” (SHIN YU)
Shinoda, John Isamu (YU SHIN)
7th Year – 2011
Sakai, Morie Evelyn (SHO ETSU)
13th Year – 2005
Yoneda, Nobuo (SHIN DO)
25th Year – 1993
Nakamura, Jimmy (MYO ZEN)
Teruya, Fuzen (KAKU ZEN)
Miyamoto, Yoshi (MYO SEN)
33rd Year – 1985
Ageno, Junichiro (CHO SHO)
Yoshida, Sherman (KEN RYO)
50th Year – 1968
Higashi, Zensaku (SYU ZEN)
Takata, Ichi (E MYO)
Fukunaga, Shoemon
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