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Members invited to New Year’s Eve
Service on December 31; no morning
service

Reverend William Masuda to speak at
Hōonkō (Shinran Shonin’s) Memorial
Service on January 28

RESIDENT MICHAEL MUNEKIYO WOULD LIKE TO
invite temple members and friends to the Annual
New Year’s Eve Service, which will be held on Sunday, December 31, beginning at 11:15 p.m. Members are
invited to toll the temple bell and partake in the traditional
refreshments after the service.

EVEREND WILLIAM MASUDA, RESIDENT MINISTER
at Makawao Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be the
guest speaker at the annual Hōonkō Service, which will
be held on Sunday, January 28, beginning at 9 a.m. As in the
past, BWA is in charge of refreshments. The following members from Group D are responsible: Helen Ohigashi, Emiko
Sakagawa, Katsue Shishido, Mari Ann Kato, Nancy Shimoda,
Emiko Goshi, Cathy Ikeuchi, and Gail Iwamoto-Hamai.
This Hōonkō Memorial Service is held in memory of Shinran Shonin, the founder of the Jodo Shinshu Sect, near the
date of his death (January 16). Hōonkō is the best known of all
Shin services. It is a time to express our gratitude to the founder of the Shin Buddhist tradition. It is a time when we can think
about the teachings of Shinran with deep appreciation in our
hearts and resolve to dedicate one’s self in the service of others
to truly make our world friendlier and happier for all of mankind.
On the anniversary of his death, let us pause and reflect and
resolve to dedicate ourselves to make this a better world for
everyone. Each sect of Buddhism observes the death of its
founder through a memorial service called Hōonkō. This is our
sect’s Memorial Service.

P

Members invited to visit temple on
New Year’s Day
EMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE INVITED TO
visit the Wailuku Hongwanji temple on Monday, January 1, 2018. The temple will be open from 9 a.m. to
11 a.m. for those who wish to visit. Reverend Shinkai Murakami would like to encourage members and their families to take
time to meditate on the countless blessings they have received
throughout the year and express their gratitude to their parents,
our nation, all beings, and Amida Buddha.
On New Year’s Day, members may visit the Nokotsudo
(columbarium) anytime between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Call
the office at 244-0406 to get the code to the door.

General membership meeting to be
held on January 13

B

OARD CHAIR MICHAEL MUNEKIYO WOULD LIKE
to invite members to the Annual General Membership (Sokai) meeting and New Year’s Party (Shinnenkai), which will be held at the temple on Saturday, January 13, beginning at 5:30 p.m. At the Sokai, Director of
Finance, Paul Hiranaga, will present the 2018 Kyodan Budget. In addition, the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award will be
presented to this year’s honoree(s).
After the meeting, members will adjourn to the Social
Hall for the New Year’s party. A donation of $7 for each family (three or more individuals) $5 for couples, or $3 for each
single member will be collected. The donation will help the
committee get an accurate dinner count. The Temple will
provide all of the food and beverages.
Please call the business office at 244-0406 to provide information on the number of family members who plan to attend (adults and children) together with your donation. The
deadline for reservations is Friday, January 5.

R

Wailuku Hongwanji 2018 calendar
may be picked up at temple office

M

EMBERS ARE REMINDED TO PICK UP their 2018
Wailuku Hongwanji calendar at the temple office during
business hours. This year’s calendar is made specifically for our temple. The calendar lists temple activities and important dates.
Wailuku Hongwanji’s Calendar of Activities and Memorial
Listings were mailed with the December’s newsletter.
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Monshu Kojun Ohtani
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, Kyoto, Japan

New Year’s Greetings

A

T THE BEGINNING
of this New Year, I
would like to extend
my warmest greetings to
you.
Last September, I had
the opportunity to visit the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii as Monshu for the
Kojun Ohtani
first time. It was wonderful
to have met with so many people at each temple, and I would like to extend my appreciation
for everyone’s warm hospitality.
At Hongwanji in Kyoto, Japan, from October
1, 2016 until this past May 31, the Commemoration on the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu
Tradition was conducted with attendance of
about one hundred fifty thousand people from
throughout Japan and our overseas sanghas.
Since the days of our founder Shinran Shonin,
for nearly 800 years, the Jodo Shinshu teaching
has been cherished and carefully handed down
to us today by our predecessors. Reflecting on
this, I am truly grateful to have been able to recite the Nembutsu together with many of you
who took part in the services whether it be in
person or through the internet.
Being enabled to hear the working of Amida
Buddha’s voice calling to us, we become aware
of our true self, in which we have the difficulty of
accepting things just as they are, and being
caught up in our own selfish mindset. That is
why it becomes all the more important that we
continue to listen to the teaching of Amida. As
we appreciate the Buddha’s great wisdom and
compassion, we are naturally guided to care for
and aspire to live together with one another.
In this New Year, let us continue to listen to
the teaching while following the Nembutsu path
together with everyone.
January 1, 2018
OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Happy New Year!
“The Value of Harmony”

P

LEASE LET ME EXPRESS
my warmest Aloha and Best
Wishes to you for a joyous
and harmonious New Year!
At the start of the New Year, let
me share some Dharma sayings
which have a special place in my
Eric Matsumoto
heart. First, (slightly adapted) from
“The Teaching of Buddha,” “Thousands of people may live in a community, but it is not a true
community until everyone knows each other and has empathy
for one another. A true community has faith and wisdom that
illuminate it. It is place where people know and trust one another and there is harmony. In fact, harmony is the life and essence of a true community or organization.” “Thus, the true
teaching is the fundamental requirement of a perfect organization.” Secondly from Prince Shotoku, “Let us cease from wrath
and refrain from angry looks. Nor let us be resentful when others differ from us.” “We are not unquestionably sages, nor are
they unquestionably fools. Both of us are simply ordinary
people. How can any person lay down a rule by which to distinguish right from wrong? For we are all, one with another, wise
and foolish, like a ring which has no end.” “Sincerely revere the
Three Treasures. The Three Treasures are: Buddha, Dharma,
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and Sangha.” “There is no age in which people cannot find the
Dharma to be noble. Those who are extremely wicked are few,
but when they are taught the Dharma, they can follow it. Unless
they align themselves with the Three Treasures, on what basis
can they correct their mistaken ways?” Thirdly, Shinran Shonin’s words, “May there be peace in the world and may the
Buddha’s Teaching spread!”
Our Theme & Slogan for 2018 is Embrace Change: Harmony (Accept Differences) and encourages us to accept differences and live in harmony with each other, but due to our selfcentered tendencies this is most challenging. However, we are
being encouraged by the Buddha-Dharma. Harmony and accepting differences is not a sign of weakness or powerlessness.
On the contrary, it requires deep insight and inner strength as
exemplified by the Two-Headed Bird/Gumyocho (found in the
border pattern of this year’s calendar) that symbolizes the truth
of interdependency which our 25th Spiritual Leader is emphasizing. His Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani shares “Everything
in this world exists based on interdependency. When we are
not aware of this, we tend to think to ourselves that our own
perspective is the only one that is right and justified. This is
what causes conflicts to arise.” “How then, do we attain peace
that we seek in the world today?” “…it is necessary that we first
treat others with the same care and respect that we would show
ourselves.” “The weakness of our relationships with each other
is the result of us thinking about ourselves more than others.”
In 2018, nurtured by Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion,
may we become more aware of the virtues of humility, selfreflection, mutual respect, non-violence, equality and harmony
contributing towards a more peaceful, compassionate and harmonious world. Namo Amida Butsu/ Entrusting in All-Inclusive
Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion!

appreciate and meaningfully celebrate the "joy of our bright
future" at next year's special event.
When our temple was first established, the Reverend Kunisaki and the dedicated Nembutsu followers planted the seed of
Namo Amida Butsu in our community. Nurtured by successive
generations, this seed has matured into a firmly rooted tree.
This Namo Amida Butsu tree has provided spiritual guidance to
those who seek it; its fragrance has helped individuals and
families lead lives with a minimal amount of conflict; and
through organized activities and service projects, it has helped
to spread Amida Buddha's wisdom and compassion not only
among the sangha, but also within the community. At approximately 120 years old, the Namo Amida Butsu tree continues to
grow and welcomes all.
As you are well aware, life is not always a calm sea. We all
experience bitter, sad, or very difficult situations in our life. With
the guidance of the Nembutsu, we are better able to navigate
the most difficult conditions that may lie ahead. Amida Buddha
is always calling us, guiding us, and showing us how to attain
spiritual joy and happiness in our heart. And, Amida Buddha
teaches each of us to offer wisdom and compassion to others
so they too may experience tranquility in their life.
In 2018, let us resolve to share the wisdom and compassion of the Nembutsu and the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission with
our diverse community. In the teachings of the Buddha, it is
said, "As the light of a small candle will spread from one to
another in succession, so the light of the Buddha's compassion
will pass from one mind to another endlessly." Let us take the
lead in spreading Amida Buddha's light.
May you and your family be blessed with Amida Buddha's
infinite wisdom and compassion. Happy New Year! Namo
Amida Butsu.

NEW YEAR’S GREETING

NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE

Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister, Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

President Pieper Toyama
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

A Happy New Year

A

T THE DAWN OF 2018,
may we all find ourselves
greeting the New Year by
reciting the Nembutsu —
Namo Amida Butsu — with joy and
happiness and with Amida Buddha
in our heart.
According to the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii centennial
Shinkai Murakami
book, "A Grateful Past, A Promising
Future" our Wailuku Hongwanji Mission was established in
1898 with the Reverend Hojun Kunisaki as our first resident
minister. I don't know the reason, but our Wailuku Hongwanji
Mission records have 1899 as the year that our temple was
founded. We will therefore be celebrating our mission's 120 th
anniversary next year. Let us use this year wisely to help us to
prepare for our temple's special anniversary so that we may

Embrace Change: Harmony

Accept Differences

O

UR THEME FOR 2018 CALLS
us to walk the path of change in
harmony by accepting differences. It is a particularly difficult time
for us to walk this path while the world
seems to be dissolving into divisive
fragments. As we are swept by world
events that seek to divide us one from
Pieper Toyama
the other, many feel that the development and flow of events are no longer in our control. We are
simply bystanders watching human society fracture and its
pieces fall away from each other. These sweeping events
make us feel that our personal efforts to accept differences and
live in harmony are inconsequential. How can a small personal
act on my part change the course of world events? How can I
make a difference?
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It would be unfortunate if a world full of caring people are
overtaken by doubt that one person can actually make a difference. Such doubt about the value of our personal actions surely dooms all of us to be blown about as leaves are scattered
before gusts of wind.
The teachings tell us of the preciousness of life, each person’s life, and the preciousness of a single act of kindness that
emanates from that life. If Namo Amida Butsu is real and true
then actions that naturally evolve from Namo Amida Butsu are
real and true.
As we meet the tasks and events that we set for ourselves,
let us take them on in the spirit of the Nembutsu. It is through
the love and presence of Amida in our lives that we have these
precious opportunities to bring joy into this world, into the lives
of others and into our lives. So as each day unfolds in 2018, let
us reflect on the opportunities that await us and review the
tasks and events we have planned. With hands in gassho, let
the sound of Namo Amida Butsu flow from our lips with gratitude that on this day, embraced by the love of Amida, we have
the chance to meet those with different thoughts and feelings
from us, to accept them as fellow travelers, to wish that no difficulties come to them, and that they live in peace and harmony.
Let us remember the small actions we take to create harmony
in the world in 2018. And let these small actions collectively
speak of our sincere desire for peace.

How about you? Whether you are a twenty-something, a
thirty-something, a forty-something, or older, have you taken
time to reflect upon your life’s journey? Have you thought about
the gratitude you hold for those years behind you? While the
New Year’s occasion is a convenient time for contemplating
and appreciating our life’s journey, we should probably do it
more often. Everyday moments in life, each day of the year,
such as picking up and reading this edition of the Wailuku
Hongwanji Newsletter, is worthy of celebration.
Whatever generation you belong to and however far along
in your life’s journey you are, how would you now answer the
question, “what excites you in life”. As a Baby Boomer, my answers are simple: I’m excited about greeting each morning; I
am excited to hear about the goings-on of my family members
who live afar. And perhaps still within reach, although not completely aligned with my twenty-something dream, I am excited
about retiring someday and traveling the world.
As we greet and receive the New Year of 2018, let us all,
young and old, remember that LIFE EXCITES, and no matter
what circumstances we encounter, our search for things that
excite and give meaning to our lives are always within reach.

NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE

NOTICE!
Effective January 1,
2018 office hours will
be from
7:30 a.m. to 12 Noon

Michael Munekiyo, Chairman of the Board
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Happy New Year!

A

LWAYS SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND the unique values and perspectives among
generations, I recently asked a twentysomething, “what excites you in life”?
She responded with a simple answer,
“Oh, so many things”. Responding to
my further inquiry, she conveyed her
excitement about growing in her new
Michael Munekiyo
career. She explained the challenge
and excitement of finding a new house. She saw the many opportunities of helping those around her who needed help. How
wonderful, I thought to myself.
As a 66-year old, I recalled that time in my life when the future yielded unending possibilities. And I too, remembered how
exciting and positively challenging life was when I was a twenty-something. I dreamed of someday having a family around
me. I dreamed of someday having a business which would allow me to express my individuality. Of course, as an idealistic
young person, I also dreamed of early retirement and traveling
the world. While not all of my twenty-something dreams were
realized, I am extremely grateful for my life’s journey, with all of
its ups, downs, and “wigs and wags”.

Namo Amida Butsu

Reverend Murakami is available by calling

214-3067 for business or emergency.
Friend of the Dharma

Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori ......................................................................Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki............................................................................... Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda.................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ....................................................................................... Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association.................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts ....................................................................................Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School..........................................................................Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool................................................................................ Mrs. Karen Yoshida
STEM Scouting .................................................................. Mrs. Courtnie Morihiro
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Gakuen to resume on January 8

C

OORDINATOR SHINKAI MURAKAMI OF THE JAPANESE Language School, would like to remind parents and students that classes will resume on Monday, January 8. He also would like to inform parents that
report cards will be issued in early February.
NO SCHOOL DAYS
December 22 – January 5
Winter Break
Monday, January 15
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday
Friday, February 2
DOE Planning & Collab. Day
Monday, February 19
President’s Day
Wednesday, February 21
DOE Institute Day

Gakugeikai (performance art show) to
be held on February 23



TUDENTS AT WAILUKU HONGWANJI GAKUEN
would like to invite you to their annual gakugeikai on
Friday, February 23, in the Social Hall beginning at 5:15
p.m. No school will be held on Friday. Each class will showcase their skills.
The students are currently planning their presentation,
while others have already begun to rehearse their scripts.
The students in each grade are preparing the necessary materials (scenery, large and small props, etc.) for the gakugeikai. Also, there will be many parents assisting with preparations on the day of the event. Following the gakugeikai, refreshment will be served.

Dana Award to be presented at Sokai
on January 13

O

NE OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNITIONS a member may receive from our temple is
the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award. The 2017
award will be presented to one of our members at the Annual
General Membership (Sokai) meeting and New Year’s Party
(Shinnenkai), which will be held at the temple on Saturday,
January 13, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The award is named
after the late Tadaichi Fukunaga who practiced the Buddhist
teachings of Dana, served as an officer and director of our
temple, and as an advisor to the Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii.
To qualify for this award, a member must be a Kyodan
member for a minimum of 35 years, an active member of
affiliate organizations, participates in community organizations, regularly attends Sunday and major services, practices
the Buddhist teaching of Dana, helps propagate the Buddhist
teachings, listens to the Dharma, and contributes to his/her
temple, family and community.
2017 .................................. To be announced on January 13, 2018
2016 .......................................................................Susumu Taketa
2015 .................................................Joan Tamori, Molly Tokunaga
2014 .....................................................Mae Omuro, Helen Tanaka

2013........................................Janet Kubota, Machiko Moriyasu
2012.......................................................................Kazuo Sugiki
2011......................................Sylvia Ishikawa, George Okamoto
2010........................................Yoshiko Fujiwara, Itsuyo Kusuda
2009....................................... Wayne Nishida, Lillian Satoshige
2008.................................................................. Nancy Shimoda
2007..................................... Toshiko Hirose, Michael Munekiyo
2006..............................................................Franklin Hamasaki
2005..................................................................Margaret Honda
Stella Kuwae, Janet Okamoto
2004.................................................................... Janet Inamasu
2003.....................................Marian Muraoka, Florence Tanaka
2002...................................................................Yoshiko Uchida
2001............................................... Elsie Ota, Emiko Sakagawa
2000.................................................................Grace Hamasaki
1999................................................................Doris Kawashima
Chikashi Charles Nagamatsu, Yoshime Tanouye
1998..................................................................Teruko Fujimoto
Alma Hashi, Mary Uyeda, Harold Yamaguchi
1997.....................................................................Richard Ouchi
Kenneth Sakagawa, Shizuka Tamura
1996........................................................................ Masao Sato
Takeshi Tsuchiyama, Wesley Wong, Jr.
1995............................................................. Kazuichi Hamasaki
1994.......................................................................... Kikue Koja
Shizue Munekiyo, Chiyoko Nakamura
Nancy Oishi, Satoru Sasada
1993................................................................... Tsurue Higashi
Yoshie Tagami
1992.............................................................Yoshiko Kawamata
Shizue Morihiro
1991..................................................................... Misayo Kurisu
Manuel Oishi, Ruth Shimada
Douglas Sodetani, Chikayo Tomimoto
1990........................................................................ Harue Kono
Shizuko Matsumoto, Yukiko Tanaka
1989..................................................................Thomas Higashi
Minoru Morihiro, Takeo Morisaki
Matsuno Yasui
1988.........................................................................Meiji Hirose
Shoichi Mori
1987.................................................................... Ariyo Sodetani
Chiyoko Wong
1986..........................................................................Edith Izumi
Hiroshi Kawamata, Masato Miyazaki
Shigeru Nakamura
1985................................................................. Natsuyo Hayase
Masato Kawashima, Tokito Manta
1984........................................Richard Hashi, Stanley Okamoto

BUDDHA’S QUOTE
“Silence the angry man with love.
Silence the ill-natured man with kindness.
Silence the miser with generosity.
Silence the liar with truth.”
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Memorable experiences
on Waihe’e Ridge

S

COUTMASTER DAVE MERCHANT, commented, “What a difference a year
makes! On this outing last year, we were inside
clouds dealing with 40-50 mph winds. This year, the skies
were partly cloudy, winds were minimal, and the temperatures were pleasantly cool.
The scouts did a great job hiking, setting up camp, working on their knots, and then playing a short game of ‘capture
the flag.’ The patrols then broke apart to work on their dinners, which seemed to be successful for all of them. The
adults sampled various freeze dried meals, and were pleasantly impressed with the ease of preparation and taste.
We had a short gathering after dinner where the patrols
put on skits, sang a couple of songs, and settled in for the
evening. I could hear some cards being played, a couple of
ghost stories being told, and some general chatter. Overall, it
was a peaceful quiet evening on the ridge.
Tomorrow it’s up early for a hike, some work with their
compasses, and then pack up and go home.”

With the forest surrounding their campsite, the trees protected the tents
from the wind and rain.

Austin provides first aid to D’Marco as they were working on their
campsite.

Ryan, Austin, Adam, and D’Marco have some fun after working on their
rope-tying skills before preparing their evening meal.

Ryan, Ty, Skye, Noah, Casyn and Derek take a break and clown for
the camera.

Noah, William, Nariyuki, and Derek prepare a warm breakfast.
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ON THE TRAIL TO WAIHE’E RIDGE

We made it! Waihe’e Ridge is beautiful!

Troop 40 boy scouts make their way up the winding trail on Waihee
Ridge. What a beautiful site looking into the lush rainforest!

Boy scouts have their photo taken after they reached the summit of
Waihe’e Ridge. It was a muddy and slippery hike.

2018 Troop 40 Waihe’e Ridge Hikers

Boy scouts from Troop 40, along with their leaders, have their photo taken before they began their hike to Waihe’e Ridge.

This photo shows the boy scouts BEFORE they began their excursion to the campsite and a hike to Waihe’e Ridge.
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Bishop Eric Matsumoto and President Pieper Toyama visited Maui to
listen to temple leaders regarding their concerns and needs.

Boy scouts walk on the Waihe’e Ridge trail on a dizzily morning.

Helen Ohigashi, Janet Kubota, and Nancy Shimoda were pleased to
attend the Na Kupuna Dinner at the Wailuku Community Center.

Margaret Honda, Lillian Satoshige, Itsuyo Kusuda, Yoshiko Fujiwara,
and Stella Kuwae attend the dinner sponsored by the Maui Hotel and
Lodging Association on December 5.

Going camping is not all work. There was time to play a bit of baseball
using “things” they found at the campsite.

Logan reads his Message of Appreciation to Reverend Murakami.
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES
Members of the Jr. YBA and Dharma School helped to celebrate Minister Appreciation Month on November 26. All of
the Dharma School students and Jr. YBA members contributed a page to express their appreciation to Reverend
Murakami. The pages were bound into a booklet.

Hunter reads her Message of Appreciation to Reverend Murakami at
the Minister Appreciation Month Service.

Reverend Murakami appreciates what Mason has written in his Message of Appreciation.

At the Minister Appreciation Month Service, Kingston reads his Message of Appreciation to Reverend Murakami.

Dharma School Students and Jr. YBA members have their photo taken with Reverend Shinkai Murakami at the service honoring our temple minister
on November 26.
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES

Patrick Murakami participates in the BWA Memorial Service for his
spouse, Jessie Murakami, with daughter Cindy Richardson looking on.
At the Bodhi Day Service at Kepaniwai Heritage Park, Richard Ouchi
offers incense while Stanley Okamoto waits his turn.

BWA President Janet Kubota and Reverend Murakami hold a photo of
the late Hatsumi Oshijima at the BWA Memorial Service.

Danny Topp assists Reverend Murakami at the Bodhi Day Service by
showing members the location of the chant.
BWA President Janet Kubota and Reverend Murakami hold a photo of
the late Toshiko Hirose at the BWA Memorial Service.

Sandy Hirata, Rhonda Fosbinder, Wayne Nishida, Minae Murakami,
Evan, Kyla Manley, and Tamara Manley attend the Bodhi Day Service
at the Kepaniwai Heritage Park on December 2.

In memory of Chiyoko Nakamura, Mabel Matsushita, Hatsumi Oshijima, Shizue Ageno, Jessie Murakami, and Toshiko Hirose.
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Hands in gassho to say their Thanksgiving grace at lunch time were
Kiyomi, Chance, and Matthew.

More Pilgrim and Indians were dressed up in t-shirts and accessories.
Older children designed their own t-shirts. Cash and Kinzee were Indians and Kaden was a Pilgrim who just roasted his turkey.

Preparing for our Thanksgiving celebration at the Preschool was fun
and creative. Drew, Skye, Gracelyn, Madisyn, and Kira did a great job
stringing their beads to make their wampum necklaces.

Making Christmas chains with Ms. Amy for their Christmas tree took
much concentration. Busy at work are Amaya, Cash, Roen, and Kenzie.

Ryder, Nani, and Ryan made their Indian headbands and wampums for Thanksgiving. They proudly dressed up as Pilgrims and Indians.
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Affiliate oranizations

BWA members to register for Joint
Conference set for September 1-3

Buddhist Women’s News

HE BWA STATE CONFERENCE IS SCHEDULED for
September 1 to 3, 2018 at the Ala Moana Hotel in Honolulu, as part of the First Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
Joint Conference. Registration and program details are available
at the temple office. The theme of the conference is “Embrace
Change-Harmony (Accept Differences). Early registration fee of
$260 is due by January 20. Members planning to attend should
submit registration forms by January 17.
The State Conference is held every four years, in the year
preceding the World Convention. The 16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention will be held on August 30 – September 1, 2019 in
San Francisco, California. The theme of the World Convention is
“Live the Nembutsu”.

Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA meeting set for January 7

T

HE FIRST MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE NEW
year will be held on Sunday, January 7, 2018, following Sunday Service. On the agenda will be
planning for the upcoming BWA Sokai.

Membership dues are being collected
by treasurer, Sandy Matsuda

C

LUB TREASURER SANDY MATSUDA IS COLLECTING annual membership dues for 2018. Dues for
regular members are $20 or $5 for members 85 years
and above. Dues for associate members (homebound or in
health care facilities) are $5. Payment may be made at the
temple office or by mail to 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku in
care of BWA.

BWA to hold Sokai (General Membership Meeting) on February 11

T

HE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
Sokai will be held on Sunday, February 11, starting
with regular Sunday Service at 8:00 a.m. During the
business meeting, members will preview the program for the
year. Sunday Brunch will follow at the Kahili Restaurant.
The tentative schedule for the day’s activities is as follows:
8:00 a.m. Temple Service at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
9:00 a.m. BWA meeting in temple
10:00 a.m. Bus departs from Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
for Kahili Restaurant
10:30 a.m. Brunch
12:30 p.m. Return to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
The cost of the brunch is $35 per person. Member cost
will be determined at the January 7 meeting. Bus transportation will be available. Deadline to sign up for the event is
Thursday, January 25. When signing up, please indicate if
you will ride the bus or provide your own transportation.

MUBWA to participate in M. L. King
Peace March on January 15

M

AUI UNITED BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION will participate in the annual Martin Luther
King Peace March on Monday, January 15, at
9:00 a.m. at the MLK Stone of Hope Monument fronting the
County Building. Kyodan and Dharma School members,
along with families and Hongwanji affiliates, are encouraged
to support the event in a statement of oneness and equality
of rights for all.

T

BWA members visited Roselani Place
on December 4

E

IGHTEEN MEMBERS OF THE BUDDHIST Women’s
Association visited Roselani Place in Kahului on Monday,
December 4, as part of the Bodhi Day observance.
Members enjoyed fellowship with residents of the facility by playing bingo and providing prizes for the winners. Reverend Murakami led the group in favorite Japanese folk songs.

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Donna Ikeuchi to “MC” Sunday Service on January 7

J

R. YBA MEMBER DONNA IKEUCHI, WILL BE THE
Mistress of Ceremonies at the January 7, Sunday Service, which begins at 8 a.m. Anna Fosbinder will ring
the kansho bell and Ace Shuster will read the aspiration.
Jencyn Shishido and Hunter Godfrey will do the collection of
offerings and will be greeters as well. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be
the organist.

No Sunday Service on January 14

B

ECAUSE THE ANNUAL SOKAI/SHINNENKAI IS being
held on Saturday, January 13, there will be no Sunday
Service on January 14. Dharma School students and parents will be performing in the entertainment portion. Students are
encouraged to bring their parents to the party. Lots of prizes will
be given away.

Richard Nishihara to be guest speaker
at Family Service on January 21

R

ICHARD NISHIHARA, A MEMBER OF THE LAHAINA
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be the Guest Speaker at
the Family Service on Sunday, January 21. The service
begins at 8 a.m. Anna Fosbinder will be Mistress of Ceremonies.
Donavan Ikeuchi will ring the kansho bell and read the aspiration.
Evan Fenton and Bee Shuster will do the collection of offerings
and will be greeters as well. Mrs. Minae Murakami will be the organist. Parents, please bring your children to our once-a-month
dharma school class following the service.
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Reverend William Masuda to speak at
Hōonkō Service on January 28

A

N ADULT VOLUNTEER WILL BE THE MASTER OF
Ceremonies at the Hōonkō Service on Sunday, January 28, beginning at 9 a.m. Reverend William Masuda, Resident Minister at Makawao Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple, will be the guest speaker. Stanley Okamoto will ring
the kansho bell. Adult volunteers will read the aspiration, do
the collection of offerings and be greeters as well. Mrs. Minae Murakami will be the organist.

The applicant should express a desire to live the dharma
and develop interdependence to embrace everyone in the
sangha. Letters of recommendation and an essay need to
accompany the application.

HEY! LOOK HERE!!!

Dis-n-Dat News











Adult Happi Coat
Small/Medium Size
Provide: 3 Yards
Large Size
Provide: 3 ½ Yards
* Sew i ng Cha rg e: $ 25 -$3 0

Children Happi Coat
Small provide: 2 Yards
La rg e prov i de: 2 ½ Yar ds
* Sew i ng Cha rg e: $ 20 - $ 2 5
*Price subject to change

BWA scholarship application available to high school graduates

W

AILUKU HONGWANJI BUDDHIST Women’s Association would like to invite 2018 high school seniors, whose mothers are WHBWA members, to
apply for its $1,000 educational scholarship. Application
forms are available in the temple office during business
hours. Completed application must be submitted or mailed
to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, Buddhist Women Association, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI 96793 and is due on
Friday, March 30.

Editor’s Note: I have always been curious about the numbering system of the special memorial services held for the deceased.
What is the significance of 7th day, 35th day, 49th day? Do these
“numbers” signify some special place or stage of passage into the
afterlife? After the 1st anniversary, what do the years 3, 7, 13, 17, 25,
33, 50 signify? Why were these “numbers” chosen?

Memorial Service (

Hoji)

Memorial Services are an integral part of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism and has been practiced since the death of our
founder Shinran Shonin. The Family (Hoji) Memorial Service
differs from other services in that attendance is limited to
family, relatives, or friends.
The first anniversary in the death of a loved one is a significant time to ask the minister to conduct a memorial service. Arrangements are made privately with the minister.
This service allows family members to pay homage to the
loved one who has passed away. Members express gratitude to the deceased. Family members and close friends
gather at the temple or home in memory of the deceased.
Following the memorial service, the group will often share a
meal, renewing and strengthening family ties. This custom
has resulted in the understanding that death is a natural occurrence, no matter how upsetting it may seem. This custom
tends to reinforce ties with members beyond one’s immediate family and offers a sense of continuity from generation
to generation.
The services following the first year observance are
counted a little differently. It is called “cyclic” because it “anticipates” the observance and in English could be described
as entering “into” the 3rd year. Because of this, the 3rd year
memorial service is observed 2 years from the date of passing. Memorial services are held on years that end with a 3,
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5, or 7. These numbers have particular significance and because of this the 7th, 5th and 3rd birthdays (or “shichi-go-san”)
are especially observed. Not all years end in 3, 5 or 7, but
holding a 5th year or a 17th year observance will still be significant observances. After the 50th year observance memorial
services are held every 50 years.
For the memorial counting, the date of death is 1, and
the years count up from there. Therefore, one year after the
death marks the first anniversary of the death—or by Eastern
counting, the 2nd year. Two years after the death is when
the 3rd-year service is held; it represents the “third time.”
The numbers 3, 7, 13, 17, 25, 33, 50 are just used as a
sign that the family has not forgotten the loved one that has
passed away.
In the Buddhist tradition, odd and even numbers have an
added meaning. In particular, odd numbers have a sense “of
becoming” and even numbers are complete or fulfilled. Thus,
3, 7, 13, 49 and other odd numbers would certainly be used
to remind us that being human meant that we were not yet
complete, i.e., we have more to do and thus we are still “becoming.”
As for the way of counting, most Eastern cultures start
counting 1 when the event occurs. That is, a baby is 1 year
old at birth (so no one is 0 years old) and goes from there.
It is very interesting that current scientific studies on
death and grieving have supposedly shown that the second
stage of grief (the first stage being the dealing with the physical death and funeral rituals—the busy time immediately
after a death) is a period of adjustment and acceptance and
is supposed to end about 45 to 50 days after a death.
These studies validate what Buddhists have known for
centuries. They have held the 49th day memorial service so
that family and close friends can gather again and ensure
that they can go forward.
In Shin Buddhism, our birth in the Pure Land is already
assured by Amida Buddha’s Original/Primal Vow (the 18th
Vow). Thus, we are all equal and we are all enjoying the
benefits of Wisdom and Compassion. This is reflected in the
simpleness of Shin funerals. One does not have to do anything after death to “improve” the position of a deceased
loved one. There is no need to have special rituals.
Therefore, memorial services are expressions of gratitude for the sharing of life that a loved one provided. We express our gratitude to Amida Buddha and offer sutras, incense, gassho and other spiritual offerings for the benefits
we have already received from Amida’s Great Vow to ensure
Enlightenment for all sentient beings.

Buddha’s Quote
“Ardently do today what must be done.
Who knows? Tomorrow, death comes.”

Hoji Memorial Services (January)
Date

Jan. 4
Jan. 6
Jan. 19
Jan. 4
Jan. 15
Jan. 22
Jan. 9
Jan. 19
Jan. 18
Jan. 5
Jan. 9
Jan. 18
Jan. 25
Jan. 18
Jan. 31
Jan. 6
Jan. 24

Name

1st Year – 2017
Nomura, Thomas Tsuneo (JO NEN)
Matsui, Ethel Shizue (SEI NEN)
Satoshige, Hatsuichi (HATSU GAN)
3rd Year – 2016
Fujimoto, Charles Taiji (TAI GAN)
Kawashima, Ichiko Doris (RYO DO)
Riyu, Katherine Tetsuko (JO ZEN)
7th Year – 2012
Inouye, Kiyoko “Sally” (SHO GAN)
Ikeuchi, Melvin (RYO SHO)
13th Year – 2006
Tagami, Yoshie (WA JUN)
17th Year – 2000
Maeda, Shizuyo (MYO SEI)
25th Year – 1994
Nakamura, Itsumu (SHO SHIN)
Honda, Derek Masayuki (SOKU SHO)
Kono, Mitsuyuki (KO GYO)
33rd Year – 1986
Asada, Shigeo (SEI GEN)
Hosaka, Fedrick Kiyoshi (TSU SHO)
50th Year – 1969
Miyajima, Tsumo (NI MYO TAI)
Murakami, Shigeru (JI KI JO)

KYODAN
Hirata, Edward
Ikeda, Gilbert – In memory of Shigeo & Yoshiko Ikeda
Inamasu, Harold & Janet – In memory of Joyce Baker
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce – In memory of Yukie M. Kawahara
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce – In memory of June Kanada
Kubota, Janet – In memory of Joyce Baker
Kunimitsu, Lester
Kuwae, Stella – In memory of Joyce Baker
Lyons, Diana – Hawaii ADK, Maui Chapter
Midtown Foundation
Ohigashi, Helen – In memory of Joyce Baker
Oki, Wallace & Carolyn – In memory of the Oki Family
Sugiki, Toshiko – In memory of Joyce Baker
Tamanaha, Ed - Karate Club
Toyama, Betty & Raymond – In memory of Joyce Baker
Yokoyama, Elaine – In memory of Joyce Baker

SOCIAL HALL
Fukushima, Laurie
Higa, Michael & Sharon
Maui Bronco League
Topp, Danny
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NOKOTSUDO

BENCH DONATION

Hunter, Linda – In memory of Shizue & Minoru Morihiro
Kadoyama, Matthew – In memory of Kenneth Kadoyama
Kodani, June – In memory of Natsu Kaneko
Koja, Jane & Irving – In memory of the Tomokiyo Family
Sakagawa, Emiko & Kenneth – In memory of Colin Sakagawa
Yamane, Joy – In memory of the Yamane Family
Yoda, Joseph

Hashiro, Brian – Donated by Brian Hashiro

EITAIKYO
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Fujii, Ethel
Hamasaki, Grace T.
Hashiro, Brian
Honda, Margaret L.
Honda, Shufflo
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Izumi, Carl
Komine, Shane & Jodi
Kubota, Janet
Kuwae, Stella
Mori, Minako
Moriyasu, Machiko
Murai, Gary
Ouchi, Richard & Patsy – In memory of Roy Ouchi, Kosaku Ouchi
& Sueo Koyanagi
Sakagawa, Emiko & Kenneth – In memory of Thomas Nomura &
Toshiko Hirose
Satoshige, Lillian
Shimoda, Nancy
Sueda, Sharon & Michael
Sugiki, Dale
Sugiki, Toshiko
Tanaka, Florence
Teshima Frances
Unemori, Aileen
Wong, Jr., Wesley & Marie
Yamaguchi, Lydia
Yokoyama, Elaine

SOCIAL CONCERN
Fujii, Ethel
Hiyakumoto, Ronald
Honda, Margaret L.
Kubota, Janet
Omuro, Mae
Sueda, Sharon & Michael
Tanaka, Florence

CHOW FUN
Araki, Charles
Sun Noodles H & U

OFFERTORY
Inamasu, Harold & Janet – In memory of deceased BWA members
Komine, Shane & Jodi

OFUSE
Amimoto, George & Elaine – In memory of Minoru Yamagata
Arine, Richard – In memory of Minoru Yamagata
Cabral, Linda – In memory of Joyce Baker
Izutsu, Amy – In memory of Minoru Yamagata
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio Nishida
Omuro, Mae – In memory of Teruko Fujimoto
Oshiro, Hatsue – In memory of Tsugio Oshiro
Stucklen, Claire – In memory of Kotoko Kroesen
Thompson, Shelby – In memory of Patricia Tomie Mainaga
Yamagata, James – In memory of Minoru Yamagata
Yamaoka, Tsuyako – In memory of Koichi Yamaoka

FUKUNAGA DANA AWARD
Manabe, Layne & Shari
Nunokawa, L.K., R.E., S.T.
Nunokawa, S.T

NEW YEAR’S DONATION
Fujii, Ethel
Kurisu, Carol Mae & Jane
Ouchi, Dennis
Sakotani, Masako
Shibano, Linda
Takemoto, Howard
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann

BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Ito, Susan and Mijo, Dawn – In memory of Mabel Matsushita
Shinoda, Jane – Baking supplies

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Nishida, Torio (KU DOKU) Age 96, 2542 Date
Street, #1601, Honolulu; passed away on November
27, 2017.
Baker, Joyce Barbara (SHO JO) Age 81, 659
Hopena Place, Kahului; passed away on November
18, 2017.
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