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Members invited to New Year’s Eve
Service on December 31

P

RESIDENT MICHAEL MUNEKIYO WOULD LIKE TO
invite temple members and friends to the Annual
New Year’s Eve Service, which will be held on Monday, December 31, beginning at 11:15 p.m. Members are
invited to toll the temple bell and partake in the traditional
refreshments after the service.

Free Food Safety Certification class to
be held on Thursday, January 10, for
affiliated organizations members



FFILIATE ORGANIZATION MEMBERS ARE BEING
offered a free Food Safety Certification class at Wailuku Hongwanji Social Hall on Thursday, January 10,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. The class is being taught by
certified instructor Dwight Nakao. The State Department of
Health requires that all organizations selling food to the public
shall have at least one person in charge of the food who shall
demonstrate his/her knowledge of basic food safety by successfully completing a food safety course that is part of the
Food Protection Certification safety program.
The certification is earned by attending a 2 ½ hour certification class on safe food handling practices and passing the test
that follows at the end of the presentation. Please call the office at 244-0406 to register for the class.

General membership meeting to be
held on January 19

B

OARD CHAIR MICHAEL MUNEKIYO WOULD LIKE
to invite members to the Annual Sokai (General
Membership) meeting and Shinnenkai (New Year’s
Party), which will be held at the temple on Saturday, January
19, beginning at 5:30 p.m. At the Sokai, Director of Finance,
Paul Hiranaga, will present the 2019 Kyodan Budget and
Reverend Murakami will install the years 2019 – 2020 officers. In addition, the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award will be
presented.
After the meeting, members will adjourn to the Social
Hall for the New Year’s party. A donation of $5 for each participating family (two or more individuals) and $3 for each
single participating member will be collected. The donation
will help the committee get an accurate dinner count.
Please call the office at 244-0406 if you plan to attend.
The deadline for reservations is Monday, January 14, 2019.

January 2019

Reverend Richard Tennes to speak at
Hōonkō (Shinran Shonin’s Memorial)
Service on January 13

R

EVEREND RICHARD TENNES, RESIDENT Minister
at Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be the
guest speaker at the annual Hōonkō Service, which
will be held on Sunday, January 13, beginning at 9 a.m.
This Hōonkō Memorial Service is held in memory of Shinran Shonin, the founder of the Jodo Shinshu Sect, near the
date of his death (January 16). Hōonkō is the best known of
all Shin services. It is a time to express our gratitude to the
founder of the Shin Buddhist tradition. It is a time when we
can think about the teachings of Shinran with deep appreciation in our hearts and resolve to dedicate one’s self in the
service of others to truly make our world friendlier and happier for all of mankind. On the anniversary of his death, let
us pause and reflect and resolve to dedicate ourselves to
make this a better world for everyone. Each sect of Buddhism observes the death of its founder through a memorial
service called Hōonkō. This is our sect’s Memorial Service.

Wailuku Hongwanji 2019 calendar
may be picked up at temple office

M

EMBERS ARE REMINDED TO PICK UP
their 2019 Wailuku Hongwanji calendar
at the temple office during business
hours. The self-produced calendar is made specifically for our temple. The calendar lists temple
activities and important dates.
Wailuku Hongwanji’s Calendar of Activities
and Memorial Listings were mailed with the December’s newsletter.
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Monshu Kojun Ohtani
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, Kyoto, Japan

A

New Year’s Greetings

T THE BEGINNING OF
THIS New Year, I would
like to extend my
warmest greetings to you all.
Last year, Japan was hit
by frequent natural disasters
like torrential rains, typhoons,
and earthquakes. Other countries including Indonesia and
Kojun Ohtani
the US were also visited by
devastating earthquakes, tsunamis, and major hurricanes. I would like to convey my deepest condolences to those who lost
their lives through the natural disasters and express my sympathy to everyone affected. We
must also never forget that armed conflicts and
terror attacks as well as severe starvation is making it difficult to live and lives are being lost every
day.
In my message entitled, A Way of Living as a
Nembutsu Follower which I presented on October
1, 2016, the first day of the Commemoration on
the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition, I
have stated, “by trying to live according to the
Buddha Dharma, …we can live to the best of our
ability, aspiring to live up to the Buddha’s Wish.”
In agreement with this proposal, beginning last
April, our organization has launched a campaign
against poverty under the slogan, “Dana for World
Peace— overcoming poverty to nurture our children.”
Unable to part from our self-centered mentality, we are simply foolish beings, incapable of attaining supreme enlightenment through our own
strength. It is all through the salvific working of
Amida Tathagata that we are enabled to realize
our selfishness. Furthermore, because of this selfawareness, with the hope of responding to the
Buddha’s boundless compassion even just a little,
we are enabled to aspire for everyone’s happiness and make a sincere effort in dealing with the
many difficult problems of bitter reality in this
world.
In this New Year, as we receive the Dharma
and recite the Nembutsu, let us make every effort
to acknowledge and cope with the reality we face.

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Aloha Kakou and Happy New Year!
“NAMO AMIDA BUTSU”

O

UR THEME AND SLOGAN FOR 2019 IS EMBRACE
Change: Transformation (Walk
in Peace). It is our last year with
the theme of “Embrace Change.” Have
you noticed a change in yourself?
Have you noticed a change in our organization (Honpa Hongwanji Mission
of Hawaii/Hawaii Kyodan)? Have you
noticed a change in the world?
Indeed, these are complex and
challenging questions to answer. Perhaps an answer we can all agree upon
Eric Matsumoto
is “Not enough.” Yes, how difficult it is
to change for the better because my ego continues to get in the
way. An important aspect of “Walking in Peace” is to become
aware of my limited self, but rest assured that there is hope. A
great hope, the encouragement of Namo Amida Butsu, TheBuddha’s-Name-That-Calls (Myogo) and The-Buddha’s-NameWhich-I-Call (Nembutsu). Amida Buddha fully understands the
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plight of this spiritually foolish “I” full of imperfections and thus
reaches out, unconditionally, vowing never to forsake with the
promise of attaining the Perfect Peace of Nirvana with birth in the
Pure Land of Enlightenment (at the end of this finite life). However,
the journey of “Walking in Peace” begins from the moment when
True Entrusting occurs.
A Foremost Scholar of Jodo Shinshu the late Rev. Jitsuen Kakehashi explains “The “turning of the heart” means forsaking the
human-centered way of thinking and placing the teaching of the
Tathagata at the center of our thought. Being saved means that
with the Dharma-centered values, a new view of life is established
in ourselves.” “In our daily life, we are liable to be dictated by selfcentered thoughts, but in the mind of Nembutsu practicers who are
saddened and pained by this reality, there is a recurring transformation in which with the heart and mind of the Tathagata’s great
wisdom and great compassion, we come to look back at our own
thoughts and behaviors.” “…we come to reflect on our selfcentered thoughts, reject our blind passions and make efforts to
see things and live our lives in a way that can be approved by the
Tathagata.”
As I have often emphasized, the life of a Shin Buddhist is one
of responding in gratitude to the unprecedented and unparalleled
Wisdom and Compassion of Namo Amida Butsu by reciting the
Nembutsu in awareness, joy and gratitude that I am embraced just
as I am with all my limitations and we try to live our life guided by
the Dharma in grateful response to Unconditional Compassion
until our life culminates (at death) with our entering the Pure Land
of Perfect Peace and Happiness at which time the ultimate transformation to Perfect Buddhahood occurs. Or, more simply, out of
gratitude, as The Golden Chain of Love shares “I will try to think
pure and beautiful thoughts, to say pure and beautiful words and
to do pure and beautiful deeds knowing that on what I do now depends not only my happiness or unhappiness, but also that of others. May every link in Amida Buddha’s Golden Chain of Love be
bright and strong and may we all attain Perfect Peace.”
In 2019, embraced, nurtured and inspired by the Buddha’s 12
Lights, may we be encouraged to contribute towards a more
peaceful, compassionate and harmonious world until we enter the
“Land of Immeasurable Light” and the “Land of All-Knowing Wisdom” only to find “my” enlightened Great Self returning (from Pure
Land of Peace) to aid others in their quest for the Perfect Peace of
Nirvana. Namo Amida Butsu (Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom
and All-Embracing Compassion).

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister, Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

A Happy New Year
Namo Amida Butsu
HIN-NEN AKEMASHITE OMEDETO GOZAIMASU. Happy New Year and Best Wishes to all our Nembutsu family
and friends.
On the dawn of the year 2019, may we all recite Amida's Holy
name, Namo Amida Butsu with the sincere mind of gratitude and
appreciation and rejoice in the spiritual joy and happiness with
Amida Buddha.

S

The year 2019 will be busy for all of us but it will also be a
memorable year. Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, will be observing our 120th Anniversary on October 20th, 2019. In order for
this special commemoration to be
successful, members must participate
and rejoice in the temple's services,
activities, and be proud of our temple’s history.
I firmly believe that every good
deed that we do in the community is
planting seeds for the future. Your
smile, your kind words, your support,
your thoughts and your Dana are
making Wailuku Hongwanji's future.
Shinkai Murakami
The joy of happiness is not only one's
happiness but others as well. Wailuku Hongwanji members
bring many people into our temple so they may receive Amida's
spiritual enrichments through the guidance of the Nembutsu. A
Nembutsu follower can be described as an individual who
cares about others and rejoices in the joy of happiness. We
inherited valuable guidance from our Nembutsu pioneers.
When you are planting your flower garden, you first have to
plant seeds of the flower. Then you add water and fertilizer.
From there we are able to see the beautiful flowers in our garden and receive great feelings of peace and tranquility. May we
offer our joy of the happiness to others, not only Hongwanji
members, but to the entire community and celebrate our 120th
Anniversary throughout the year of 2019. So, may we all nurture our country, our Ohana, and sangha and grow together
and rejoice in the happiness of our community.
As I mentioned earlier, we need fertilizer to feed the seeds.
The various activities that we will experience this year are the
fertilizer that are feeding our hearts and minds. May we plant
wonderful and great seeds of the Nembutsu and receive the
beautiful fragrance of the Nembutsu from our community. May
our families, children, grandchildren and new members be truly
blessed by the great guidance of the Nembutsu, share wonderful joy of the life with others and may the voice of the Nembutsu
echo throughout the island of Maui.
May we all plant the seeds of the Nembutsu and rejoice in
the great happiness and joy with the wonderful smiles from our
Nembutsiu Ohana families.
We take our refuge in the Vow of the Buddha. Reciting the
Name, we will live through life with strength and gratitude.
We revere the Light of the Buddha. We will put our efforts
in our work with self-reflection and gratitude.
We follow the guidance of the Buddha. Discerning the
Right Path, We will spread the True Dharma.
We rejoice in the Compassion of the Buddha. We will respect and help others and do our best for the welfare of humankind.
May we all be blessed with Amida Buddha's Infinite Wisdom and Compassion. Again, Happy New Year.
Namo Amida Butsu
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friends of past generations who diligently worked to sustain our
Jodo Shinshu home at Wailuku Hongwanji. They possessed
President Pieper Toyama
incredible ingenuity to build our original temple at the corner of
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
Wells Street and Market Street. They demonstrated unyielding
resilience to rebuild our Sangha at our current Vineyard Street
Embrace Change: Transformation
campus following the tragic events of World War II which para(Walk in Peace)
lyzed Buddhist religious infrastructure in Hawaii and the West
Coast. Imagine the commitment and strength of faith in our
T IS MY HOPE THAT THE 2019 THEME speaks to all of us
Jodo Shinshu Dharma which moved our members to build and
personally. At the heart of the
rebuild so that we today, have the opportunity to receive the
theme is the call for us to transform
wonderful teachings of Shinran.
ourselves and from this profound
So here we are. Whether we have been members for decchange to walk in peace. The transades or whether we are newer or younger members of the
formation we seek is borne out of
awareness. As our awareness allows
Sangha, Wailuku Hongwanji holds unique meaning and signius to see, hear and feel with clarity, we
ficance for each of us as individuals. With this in mind, please
come to know all that is given to us in
permit me to share my personal Wailuku Hongwanji “takeaway”
our lives. Our appreciation of life itself
as one who grew up at the temple.
becomes a real and true experience.
I was born in 1951. By 1957, I was attending Wailuku
And when we become aware of the
Hongwanji’s Japanese Language School. I was a member of
preciousness of our lives, the ordinary
Pieper Toyama
Cub Pack 40. And, my sisters and I attended Sunday services
is transformed into a miracle of perfecregularly. Those at Wailuku Hongwanji who guided me during
tion. This is the transformation we seek: to see our lives as mimy childhood years, Cub Scout leaders, Language School
racles because of the forces and people known and unknown
teachers, Dharma School teachers, resident ministers, are no
have created the causes and conditions for us to be alive in this
longer with us. I remember their names; I remember their faces.
very moment. In these moments of transformation, we can only
They were of my parent’s and grandparent’s generation. They
say, Namo Amida Butsu. And it is in this instant we walk in peace.
experienced the Great Depression. They experienced World
The reality is that these moments of transformation are shortWar II, perhaps as heroic warriors or as incarcerated internees.
lived because our self-centered egos wrench us back to attend to
Of course, as an elementary school-aged child, I was obliour attachments and our unreasonable desires. But this should
vious
to their generosity of time and energy to help me grow.
not deter us from being open to the next moment of transformation
Years
later, I came to understand why they did it. Simply, they
and the next and the next, even though they may be so shortsaw HOPE in the eyes of a new generation. Following World
lived, for each is a step in peace.
War II and the Korean War, lasting peace and equality for all,
As 2019 unfolds one day from another, it is my hope that we
irrespective of the color of one’s skin, were in the future of the
will all find perfection in ordinary moments and in that perfection a
children of the 1950’s. How fortunate we were to be raised in an
profound appreciation for our lives. In that morning cup of coffee,
era of new hope in Hawaii.
in the smile of the cashier at the supermarket, in the “shaka” sign
of a grateful motorist you allowed to merge into traffic, in the quiet
Fast forward to 2019. Today, we hold similar visions of
loneliness of an empty house, in the Sunday morning greeting of a
hope for our children and their children. While much of the
fellow temple member, in the laughter of your child, in the glow of
world’s conflicts and issues are beyond our individual control,
the setting sun, I hope you feel the perfection of life, the perfection
what we are able to do, is to provide leadership to care for and
of your life. I hope in that instant your life is no longer ordinary but
offer compassion to the next generation. Through spiritual
is transformed into a miracle. And I hope you walk in peace with
guidance advanced in temple servicthe only sound on your lips, “Namo Amida Butsu.” Such is my
es and Dharma School, and through
hope for you in 2019.
strong character building programs of
our affiliate organizations, we are
NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE
helping to transform the children of
Michael Munekiyo, Chairman of the Board
Wailuku Hongwanji, into future leadWailuku Hongwanji Mission
ers of our community and our temple.
As we celebrate our 120th anni2019 – A Year of Gratitude, Reflection
versary in 2019, therefore, let us conand Celebration!
tinue the work of those who came
before us so that our current generaAPPY NEW YEAR! The New Year of 2019 will mark
Michael Munekiyo
tion of children will have the opportuWailuku Hongwanji’s 120th year of spiritual and comnity
to
celebrate
and
appreciate
the legacy of Wailuku Hongmunity service to our island’s residents. In this regard,
wanji
for
years
to
come.
we welcome the New Year with gratitude to members and
Namo Amida Butsu
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NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE

i

H

Members elect years 2019 – 2020 Kyodan officers

M

EMBERS ELECTED THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS to be the Kyodan Officers for years 2019
and 2020. The officers will be installed at the annual Sokai and Shinnenkai on Saturday, January 19, 2019.
Chairman of the Board .............................. Michael Munekiyo
Vice Chairman of the Board ................................. Gary Murai
Director of Activities............................................ Danny Topp
Director of Finance.......................................... Paul Hiranaga
Director of Properties ................................ Ronald Fukumoto
Director of Records ...........................................Faith Tengan
Director of Religious Affairs........................ George Okamoto
Director of Youth Activities ......................... Emiko Sakagawa
Business Manager.................................... Franklin Hamasaki
Directors
Boy Scouts..................................Appointed by Boy Scouts
Buddhist Women’s Assn. ......................Appointed by BWA
Gakuen ............................................ Appointed by Gakuen
Dharma School ...............................................Joan Tamori
Preschool...................................... Appointed by Preschool
Eric Ikeuchi ................................................Tamara Manley
Aldon Mochida ..........................................Shelley Quipotla
Joyce Tamori

Dana Award to be presented at Sokai
on January 19

O

NE OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNITIONS a member may receive from our temple is
the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award. The 2018
award will be presented to one of our members at the Annual
General Membership (Sokai) meeting and New Year’s Party
(Shinnenkai), which will be held at the temple on Saturday,
January 19, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The award is named
after the late Tadaichi Fukunaga who practiced the Buddhist
teachings of Dana, served as an officer and director of our
temple, and as an advisor to the Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii.
To qualify for this award, a member must be a Kyodan
member for a minimum of 35 years, an active member of
affiliate organizations, participates in community organizations, regularly attends Sunday and major services, practices
the Buddhist teaching of Dana, helps propagate the Buddhist
teachings, listens to the Dharma, and contributes to his/her
temple, family and community.
2018 ......................... To be announced on January 19, 2019
2017 ..............................................................Mary Tokumaru
2016 ..............................................................Susumu Taketa
2015 ........................................Joan Tamori, Molly Tokunaga
2014 ............................................Mae Omuro, Helen Tanaka
2013 ...................................Janet Kubota, Machiko Moriyasu

2012.................................................................. Kazuo Sugiki
2011................................. Sylvia Ishikawa, George Okamoto
2010................................... Yoshiko Fujiwara, Itsuyo Kusuda
2009................................... Wayne Nishida, Lillian Satoshige
2008..............................................................Nancy Shimoda
2007.................................Toshiko Hirose, Michael Munekiyo
2006......................................................... Franklin Hamasaki
2005............................................................. Margaret Honda
Stella Kuwae, Janet Okamoto
2004................................................................Janet Inamasu
2003................................ Marian Muraoka, Florence Tanaka
2002.............................................................. Yoshiko Uchida
2001........................................... Elsie Ota, Emiko Sakagawa
2000............................................................ Grace Hamasaki
1999........................................................... Doris Kawashima
Chikashi Charles Nagamatsu, Yoshime Tanouye
1998............................................................. Teruko Fujimoto
Alma Hashi, Mary Uyeda, Harold Yamaguchi
1997................................................................ Richard Ouchi
Kenneth Sakagawa, Shizuka Tamura
1996....................................................................Masao Sato
Takeshi Tsuchiyama, Wesley Wong, Jr.
1995.........................................................Kazuichi Hamasaki
1994......................................................................Kikue Koja
Shizue Munekiyo, Chiyoko Nakamura
Nancy Oishi, Satoru Sasada
1993............................................................... Tsurue Higashi
Yoshie Tagami
1992........................................................ Yoshiko Kawamata
Shizue Morihiro
1991.................................................................Misayo Kurisu
Manuel Oishi, Ruth Shimada
Douglas Sodetani, Chikayo Tomimoto
1990....................................................................Harue Kono
Shizuko Matsumoto, Yukiko Tanaka
1989............................................................. Thomas Higashi
Minoru Morihiro, Takeo Morisaki
Matsuno Yasui
1988.................................................................... Meiji Hirose
Shoichi Mori
1987................................................................Ariyo Sodetani
Chiyoko Wong
1986..................................................................... Edith Izumi
Hiroshi Kawamata, Masato Miyazaki
Shigeru Nakamura
1985.............................................................Natsuyo Hayase
Masato Kawashima, Tokito Manta
1984................................... Richard Hashi, Stanley Okamoto
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Scouts participate in
Order of the Arrow ceremony at Camp Maluhia

T

HE ORDER OF THE ARROW IS BOY
Scouting’s “honor society.” To become a
member, a scout must qualify by
participating in troop campouts, be elected by his
troop members, and then endure a two-day
“ordeal.” In early December, Troop 40 scouts
Adam, Matthew, Noah, and Riley became Ordeal
Members of the Order of the Arrow, and
Jonathan, in a separate ceremony, graduated
from Ordeal Member to Brotherhood Member.
Other Troop 40 Order leaders Dave Merchant,
Celeste Rabang, and scouts Austin, D’Marco, and
Ryan staffed the Ordeal.

Jonathan, Ryan, and Scoutmaster David Merchant participated in the
Order of the Arrow ceremony at Camp Maluhia on December 1.

Members of Troop 40 who participated in the Order of the Arrow have
their photo taken.

Jonathan, Davin, and Daniel practice the opening ceremony for the
Order of the Arrow program.

Participants at the Order of the Arrow at Camp Maluhia, Maluhia Lodge #554, Ordeal – December 1, 2018
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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At Camp Olowalu, Cody and Kalaheo practice their flag-folding skills as
Patrol Leader D’Marco provides assistance.

The scouts are happy as they look forward to their eggs and Portuguese sausage breakfast at Camp Olowalu.

Scouting involves being tested on their knowledge contained in the
Scouting Manual.

Assistant Scout Leader Celeste Rabang assists William as they cover
a lesson in the Scouting Manual.

Stay fit by doing push-up are scouts from Troop 40 at Camp Olowalu.

Members of Troop 40 practice their rope tying skills as they prepare for
competition for early spring.

David, Daniel, Cody, Chase, Adam, D’Marco, and Nick are proud of
their gardening skills that they provided at the Boy Scout headquarters.

Adam, Riley, Celeste Rabang, D’Marco, and Noah, were participants at
the Order of the Arrow at Camp Maluhia on December 1..
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Temple activities

Members of the Wailuku Hongwanji Choir performed at the BWA Memorial Service on December 9.
Dharma School students Gaige, Galen, Benjamin, Angel, Kylie, Bee,
Kaley, Gracelyn, Kingston, Ace, and Donavan traveled to Kaanapali to
ride the Sugar Cane Train on December 1.

Shown above is the kerchief to the Sugar Cane Train.

Danny Topp gives Ed Tamori the “rabbit ear” prior to having their souvenir photo taken.

Frances Teshima, Toshiko Sugiki, Mae Omuro, Stella Kuwae, Itsuyo Kusuda, Margaret Honda, Machiko Moriyasu, Yoshiko Fujiwara, Sandy Matsuda,
Helen Ohigashi, Janet Inamasu, and Lillian Satoshige visited Hale Makua Wailuku and Kahului as part of their Bodhi Day activity.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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BWA activities

BWA members pay homage to members who have passed
since the last annual memorial service. They are Patricia
Mainaga, Joyce Baker, Patsy Ouchi, Molly Tokunaga, Masako Sakotani, and Kay Muraoka.

In the opening ceremony, Elaine Akashi, Mae Omuro, and Kyla Manley
present candle-lit vases for deceased members.

Patsy Ouchi’s Ohana – Joyce Kawakami, Robert Amano, Jean Amano, Richard Ouchi, and Reverend Murakami

Sharon Higa and Sandy Hirata make offering of flowers during the
opening ceremony at the BWA Memorial Service on December 9.

Molly Tokunaga’s Ohana – Tetsuo Kanemitsu, Yuki Iwatake, Susan Tokunaga, Brian Shimomura, Dayni Shimomura, Micah Jio, Lori Jio, Lynsey Jio,
Stacey Jio, Craig Tokunaga, and Reverend Murakami.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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At the Bodhi Day Service at Kepaniwai Park, Pat Tomita offers incense
as Gail Iwamoto-Hamai and Toshiko Sugiki wait their turn.
Richard Ouchi hedges the bougainvillea in front of the temple.

Eric Ikeuchi uses a screw driver to
get the pebbles out of the track.

Tamara Manley uses a clipper to
trim the hedge.

A member of Cub Scout cleans the
windows of their meeting room.

Reverend Murakami opens the Bodhi Day Service with Vandana and Ti
Sarana on December 2.

With a large crew to clean the temple, BWA members got the job done
in less than two hours. Many hands make for quick work.

Yoshio Sato does the yard work in
front of the temple.

Fred Toyama was part of the crew
that cleaned the stove filter.

Two members of Cub Pack 40 assist in cleaning the steps by the social
hall during General Clean Up on December 16.
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Happy Thanksgiving!

Happy Thanksgiving! Colten, Juliann, and Lukas take a picture wearing their Thanksgiving costume that they made in school.

The children sat together wearing their costumes to have a Thanksgiving feast together.

To start off the month of December, the children made their own
Christmas chains to get ready for Christmas. Rylee, Kawekiu, and
Elliana work on putting their chains together.

While their classmates look on, other members of their class perform by singing “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA meeting set for January 6

T

HE FIRST MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE NEW
year will be held on Sunday, January 6, 2019, following Sunday Service. On the agenda will be
planning for the upcoming BWA Sokai.

Membership dues are being collected
by treasurer, Sandy Matsuda

C

LUB TREASURER SANDY MATSUDA IS COLLECTING annual membership dues for 2019. Dues for
regular members are $20 or $5 for members 85 years
and above. Dues for associate members (homebound or in
health care facilities) are $5. Payment may be made at the
temple office or by mail to 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, in
care of BWA.

BWA to hold Sokai (General Membership Meeting) on February 10

T

HE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
Sokai will be held on Sunday, February 10, starting
with regular Sunday Service at 8:00 a.m. During the
business meeting, members will preview the program for the
year. Sunday Brunch will follow at the Kahili Restaurant.
The tentative schedule for the day’s activities is as follows:
8:00 a.m. Temple Service at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
9:00 a.m. BWA meeting in temple
10:00 a.m. Bus departs from Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
for Kahili Restaurant
10:30 a.m. Brunch
12:30 p.m. Return to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
The cost of the brunch is $35 per person. Member cost
will be determined at the January 6 meeting. Bus transportation will be available. Deadline to sign up for the event is
Thursday, January 24. When signing up, please indicate if
you will ride the bus or provide your own transportation.

MUBWA to participate in M. L. King
Peace March on Monday, January 21

M

AUI UNITED BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION will participate in the annual Martin Luther
King Peace March on Monday, January 21, at
9:00 a.m. at the MLK Stone of Hope Monument fronting the
County Building. Kyodan and Dharma School members,
along with families and Hongwanji affiliates, are encouraged
to support the event in a statement of oneness and equality
of rights for all.

Members to attend World Buddhist
Women’s Convention in San Francisco

M

EMBERS OF BWA WILL BE ATTENDING THE
16TH World Buddhist Women’s Convention,
which will be held on August 30 – September 1,
2019 in San Francisco, California. The theme of the World
Convention is “Live the Nembutsu”.

BWA members visit Hale Makua on
December 3

I

N OBSERVANCE OF BODHI DAY, BWA MEMBERS visited the Wailuku and Kahului Hale Makua
facilities on Monday morning, December 3. Friends
and temple members residing at the facilities were presented gifts of flowers and lap blankets. Following the visitation, members returned to the social hall for a Chinese
take-out lunch while enjoying fellowship with fellow BWA
members.

Sushi-Making class held on December 1

T

WENTY-FOUR TEMPLE MEMBERS PARTICIPATED in a sushi-making class conducted by Reverend Murakami on Saturday, December 1. Participants were taught the art of rolling makizushi and were enthusiastic about taking their delicious sushi home to share
with family and friends.

Hōonkō Refreshment Assignment (01/13/19)
Helen Ohigashi
Katsue Shishido
Cathy Ikeuchi
Emiko Goshi

Emiko Sakagawa
Mari Ann Kato
Gail Iwamoto-Hamai
Elaine Akashi

Hosha for January and February
January 3, 2019
January 17, 2019
January 17, 2019
February 7, 2019
February 20, 2019
Febriaru 21, 2019

Groups 1 and 6
ACCW – Team #1
Groups 3 and 5
Groups 2 and 4
ACCW – Team #2
Groups 1 and 6
Friend of the Dharma

Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori.......................................................................Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki........................................................................... Itsuyo Kusuda
Richard Ouchi......................................................................................Mae Omuro
Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association..................................................Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts ....................................................................................Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School..........................................................................Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool................................................................................ Mrs. Karen Yoshida
STEM Scouting................................................................... Mrs. Courtnie Morihiro
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Dis-n-Dat News

Dharma School News

Information sought on “Old YBA
Building”
By Michael Munekiyo, Chairman of the Board

W

E OFTEN REFER TO THE BUILDING LOCATED
to the rear of the Temple as the “Old YBA Building”. That building was originally constructed as
Wailuku Gakuen (Japanese Language School) in the year
1930. While the building was originally constructed as an “L”shaped building, at some point in time, the “leg” running parallel
to Mill Street was removed. Later the Judo Dojo was added.
We know that this building has a rich history, but there is
very little information about it, other than what is noted
above. We are looking to gather more information on the
building before time erases memories of this historic structure.
If you or someone you know would like to share your recollections of the Wailuku Gakuen, please contact the Temple office and we will have someone call you to discuss your
valued memories. If you are able to share old photographs of
Wailuku Gakuen, we would appreciate those as well.

“Old YBA Building”

Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Jencyn Shishido and Donavan Ikeuchi
to Co-MC service on January 6

J

ENCYN SHISHIDO AND DONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL
be Co-Master of Ceremonies at the January 6, Sunday
Service, which begins at 8 a.m. Anna Fosbinder will
ring the kansho bell and Logan Tamori will read the aspiration. Erik Tsai and Benjamin Komine will greet temple members and visitors as well as collect the offerings.

Karsten Shishido and Anna Fosbinder
to Co-MC Hōonkō Service

K

ARSTEN SHISHIDO AND ANNA FOSBINDER WILL
BE Mistresses of Ceremonies at the Hōonkō Service
on Sunday, January 13, beginning at 9 a.m. Reverend Richard Tennes, Resident Minister at Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be the guest speaker. Jencyn
Shishido will ring the kansho bell. Benjamin Komine will read
the aspiration. Mason Kurokawa and Logan Tamori will
greet temple and visitors and do the collection of offerings.

No Sunday Service on January 20

T

HERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SERVICE ON JANUARY 20th because of our temple’s Annual Sokai/Shinnenkai being held on January 19. Dharma
School students and parents will be performing in the entertainment portion of the Shinnenkai. Students are encouraged to bring their parents to the party. Lots of prizes will be
given away.

The caption reads: June 13, 1937 – Middle School Graduation
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Courtney Morihiro to be guest speaker
at Family Service on January 27

C

OURTNEY MORIHIORO WILL BE THE GUEST
Speaker at the Family Service on Sunday, January
27, beginning at 8 a.m. Donavan Ikeuchi will be Master of Ceremonies. Karsten Shishido will ring the kansho bell
and Mason Kurokawa will read the aspiration. Meiko Kurokawa and Gracelyn Nishida will greet temple members and
collect the offerings. Parents, please bring your children to
dharma school class following the service.

120th Anniversary News
Cookbook Committee seeks “treasured recipes”

T

O COMMEMORATE OUR 120TH ANNIVERSARY,
the 120th Cookbook Committee is seeking “treasured
recipes” that could be included in its 120th Anniversary Cookbook. The committee welcomes recipes of all
ethnic backgrounds—the more the merrier. The goal of the
committee is to provide a book that could be used daily for
simple as well as special dishes—a cookbook that could be
used by beginners as well as seasoned cooks.
Please submit your recipes to the temple office or email
to: susan.taketa@gmail.com. Please put your name on the
recipe with your phone number so a committee member may
contact you for more information, if necessary. If you are
submitting a friend’s recipe, please note the person’s name
and who is submitting the recipe, as the committee would
like to acknowledge everyone. Please ask your friends and
family to submit recipes. In order to meet the publisher’s
deadline, all recipes must be submitted by Thursday, February 28, 2019.

120th Anniversary Committee reminds
members to send your donation

T

HE 120TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE REMINDS
members that donations are still being accepted to
the 120th Anniversary Projects—the handicapped
accessible restroom and the purchase of the photovoltaic
systems for the social hall and temple. Chairman of the
Board Michael Munekiyo reported that the overall fundraising
goal of the committee is $120,000. As of December 14,
funds donated by members is $45,474.99 or 37.895% of the
goal. (Did a member donate 99 cents? Yes, it was from her
trust in the amount of $xx,xxx.99.) Members’ donations will
cover the cost of the improvement of our temple. The goal is
to reach $120,000 before October 20, 2019—the day members will commemorate its temple’s 120th Anniversary.
During the 115th Anniversary, the Committee replaced
the sliding doors in the Social Hall and installed an
overhang to protect the doors from the weather.

Editor’s Note: As a practicing Buddhist, I am always afraid that
someone will ask me a question about my religion that I am not able
to answer. Here is some information that may help you be more
knowledgeable about our religion.

Membership Information

Membership at Wailuku Hongwanji is open to all in our
community who seek a welcoming home to learn and practice the Buddha-Dharma. Anyone can become a member by
completing a membership application form which is available
at the Temple office. A member in “good standing” is defined
as one who pays Gojikai or dues. Recommended amounts
for dues are available at the office as well. If you are interested in becoming a member in good standing, please visit
our office or if you prefer, you may speak with our Resident
Minister, Reverend Shinkai Murakami.

Hoji Memorial Services (January)
Date

Jan. 5
Jan. 13
Jan. 27
Jan. 4
Jan. 6
Jan. 19
Jan. 8
Jan. 9
Jan. 20
Jan. 22
Jan. 31
Jan. 3
Jan. 5
Jan. 8
Jan. 11
Jan. 11
Jan. 20
Jan. 8
Jan. 28
Jan. 5
Jan. 8
Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 27
Jan. 1

Name

1st Year – 2018
Imai, Haruye (SHUN KO)
Kurisu, Jane Tsutae (CHI GI)
Komatsu, Kiyoko (SHO JO)
3rd Year – 2017
Nomura, Thomas Tsuneo (JO NEN)
Matsui, Ethel Shizue (SEI NEN)
Satoshige, Hatsuichi (HATSU GAN0
7th Year – 2013
Ogawa, Etsuko (ETSU NEN)
Miyashiro, Jensei (JIN GAN)
Ushiro, Nancy Yumiko (KAKU RYO)
Yamasaki, Sumiye (SHO EN)
Kashiwa, Beatrice Atsuko (AN SHO)
13th Year – 2007
Inouye, Matsuo (KAKU RYO)
Sueda, Nanae (JI SHO)
Hirata, Hisashi (JI GAN)
Hozaki, Sueharu (JO SHUN)
Muraoka, Makoto (JO KEN)
Hashiro, Ritsuyo (MYO AN)
17th Year – 2003
Kanemitsu, Robert ( YUSHIN)
Tatsumi, Masami (SEISHIN)
25th Year – 1995
Sakai, Jack Junichi (JYO JUN)
Miyajima, Nobu Jimmy (KO SHIN)
Koyanagi, Kanoe (MYO NOH)
Hamasaki, Midori Duco (ROKU HO)
Hamasaki, Shigeru (JYO MO)
33rd Year – 1987
Takamura, Ed (SEI SHIN)
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A

acknowledgments

Tamori, Edward & Joan – Accessible Restroom
Unemori, Darren & Luly
FUKUNAGA DANA AWARD

KYODAN
Filipelli, Gerald & Sandra – In memory of Tsuyako Ibara
Hulquist, Irene – Senko
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio & Yuriko Nishida
Tamanaha, Ed – Karate Club

Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
Manabe, Layne & Shari
Nunokawa, L.KI., R. F., S.T. – In memory of George Sueo
Abe
Nunokawa, S.T.

NOKOTSUDO

EITAIKYO

Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
Ikeda, Gilbert – In memory of Shigeo & Yoshiko Ikeda
Kaneyama, Wayne & Lena – In memory of Nobue, Minoru,
and Juji Hanada
Koja, Jane & Irvin – In memory of the Tomokiyo Family
Takemoto, Howard
Uyeno, Gertrude – In memory of Juichi, Ichiyo, and Kenneth
Kadoyama
Yanagi, Stanley T. & Susan N. – In memory of Hajime and
Fusayo Inouye

Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Miyamoto, Mitsuo & Mildred
Mori, Elaine
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio & Yuriko Nishida
Shimoda, Nancy
Tsai, Jeffrey & Fukushima, Laurie

OFUSE

WISH LIST

Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio Nishida
Nishida, Roy – In memory of Torio Nishida
Omuro, Edith – In memory of Takeshi Omuro
Saiki, Dean H. – In memory of Fumie Molly Saiki
Sato, Tommy & Jane – In memory of Yoshie Ihara
Tanaka, Robert & Doris – In memory of Yoshimatsu Kitajima
Thompson, Shelby – In memory of Patricia Mainaga
Toyama, Arlene & Frederick – In memory of Takeshi Omuro
Toyama, Brandon – In memory of Takeshi Omuro
Toyama, Cori – In memory of Takeshi Omuro
Toyama, Patricia – In memory of Takeshi Omuro
Yamanoue, Kazuo & Judith – In memory of Torio Nishida

Araki, Charles - Spam
Heirakuji, Wally – Spam, trash bags, btl. Dawn
Parr, Thomas & Barbara – Forever Stamps, Sharpie markers

SOCIAL HALL
Hiraga, Roy & Gwen
Pacific Jobbers Warehouse, Inc.

NEW YEAR ACTIVITY
Ouchi, Dennis
OFFERTORY
Komine, Shane & Jodi
Tamiyasu, Katie
The Tokunaga Families – In memory of Molly Ayano Tokunaga

120TH ANNIVERSARY
Cardoza, Betsy
Hayashi, Kingo
Hayashi, Mikako Trust
Hiraga, Roy & Gwen
Hiyakumoto, Fumiko
Hiyakumoto, Ronald
Hozaki, Carolyn
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce (Accessible Restroom)
Matsui, Ellen
Nakamura, Shigeru
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio & Yuriko Nishida –
Photo Voltaic System
Omuro, Mae – Accessible Restroom
Parr, Thomas & Barbara
Shinoda, Jane
Sugiki, Toshiko – Accessible Restroom

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Richard Kenichi Minatoya (EI KEN – Brave
and Firm) Age 51, Wailuku; passed away on November 18, 2018.
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New Year’s Eve Service
Monday, December 31st
Service begins at 11:15
Refreshment to Follow

Hōonkō Service
January 13 – 9 a.m.
Rev. Richard Tennes
Guest Speaker
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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