
Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI 96793-1816
Telephone: (808) 244-0406 – 244-9647
Website: www.wailukuhongwanji.org

VOL. LVII, No. 1

Email: whm@wailukuhongwanji.org

January 2020

Members invited to New Year’s Eve
Service on December 31

Sokai (General Membership) meeting
to be held on January 18

OARD CHAIR MICHAEL MUNEKIYO
would like to invite temple members and
friends to the Annual New Year’s Eve Service, which will be held on Tuesday, December
31, beginning at 11:15 p.m. Members are invited
to toll the temple bell and partake in the traditional
refreshments after the service.

OARD CHAIR MICHAEL MUNEKIYO
would like to invite members to the Annual
Sokai (General Membership) meeting and
Shinnenkai (New Year’s Party), which will be held
at the temple on Saturday, January 18, beginning
at 5:30 p.m. At the Sokai, Director of Finance,
Paul Hiranaga, will present the 2020 Kyodan
Budget. In addition, the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana
Award will be presented.
After the meeting, members will adjourn to the
Social Hall for the New Year’s party. A donation
of $5 for each participating family (two or more
individuals) and $3 for each single participating
member will be collected. The donation will help
the committee get an accurate dinner count.
Please call the office at 244-0406 if you plan
to attend. The deadline for reservations is Sunday, January 5, 2020.

B

Reverend Richard Tennes to speak at
Hōonkō (Shinran Shonin’s Memorial)
Service on January 12

R

EVEREND
RICHARD
Tennes, Resident Minister
at Kahului Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple, will be the guest
speaker at the annual Hōonkō
Service, which will be held on
Sunday, January 12, beginning at
9:00 a.m.
Richard Tennes
This Hōonkō Memorial Service is held in memory of Shinran Shonin, the founder of
the Jodo Shinshu Sect, near the date of his death (January 16). Hōonkō is the best known of all Shin services. It
is a time to express our gratitude to the founder of the
Shin Buddhist tradition. It is a time when we can think
about the teachings of Shinran with deep appreciation in
our hearts and resolve to dedicate one’s self in the service
of others to truly make our world friendlier and happier for
all of mankind. On the anniversary of his death, let us
pause and reflect and resolve to dedicate ourselves to
make this a better world for everyone. Each sect of Buddhism observes the death of its founder through a memorial
service called Hōonkō. This is our sect’s Memorial Service.
As in the past, BWA is in charge of refreshments. The
following members from Group D are responsible: Helen
Ohigashi, Katsue Shishido, Mari Ann Kato, Emiko Goshi,
Cathy Ikeuchi, Gail Iwamoto-Hamai, Elaine Akashi, and
Phyllis Sato.

B

Temple office to close on January 16,
Shinran Shonin’s Memorial Day, and
on January 20, Martin Luther King,
Jr. holiday

M

EMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT THE
temple office will be closed on Thursday,
January 16, (Shinran Shonin’s Memorial
Day), and on Monday, January 20, (Martin Luther
King, Jr. holiday).
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Monshu Kojun Ohtani
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, Kyoto, Japan

NEW YEAR’S GREETING



APPY NEW YEAR, everyone! At the beginning
of this New Year, I
would like to extend my best regards to you all.
Last year again, following the
year before, Japan, as well as
many other countries in the world,
was struck with multiple natural
disasters. I would like to convey
Kojun Ohtani
my deepest condolences to those
who lost their lives through those disasters and express
my sympathy to everyone affected. In addition, we must
never forget that armed conflicts and terror attacks as
well as severe starvation are making it difficult to live,
and lives are being lost every day.
Last September I had an opportunity to make an official visit to the temples of the Buddhist Churches of
America as Monshu for the first time. This allowed me to
complete the first round of visitations to all of the overseas districts which include Canada, Hawaii, South
America, and the US mainland.
Although every temple and district has its own history and background, many of the overseas Jodo Shinshu
temples were established and have been cherished by the
Japanese immigrants and their descendants. Reflecting on
how sincerely our predecessors entrusted themselves to
the Buddha Dharma and how importantly they thought of
their temples while facing many difficulties such as
World War II, I cannot help but feel grateful and even
awe for their tremendous efforts as well as many other
wondrous circumstances that have allowed the Jodo
Shinshu teaching to be handed down to us today.
However, a considerable amount of time has passed
since the Japanese emigrated overseas, and the lifestyle
of their descendants, as well as the world situation have
changed greatly. In accordance with these changes, quite
a few people who are not of ethnically Japanese origin
have also come to appreciate the teaching clarified by
Shinran Shonin, and attend our overseas temples.
What caused this is nothing but the universality of the
Jodo Shinshu teaching that transcends time and space. In
other words, Amida Buddha’s compassion equally reaches and non-discriminatively embraces everyone in the
midst of all sorts of pain and agony.
In this year, let us continue to listen to the Dharma,
considering it is directed to each one of us, and keep
moving forward to share it with many other people as
possible.

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
From Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

NAMO AMIDA BUTSU AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

A

T THE START OF THE
New Year, let me begin
by expressing my deepest
appreciation and gratitude to the
entire Sangha and Friends of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
who have supported our Organization for over 130 years in Hawaii.
It is because of Amida Buddha’s
Great Wisdom and Compassion,
Eric Matsumoto
the guidance received from the
Revered Masters and Teachers like Shinran Shonin who
shared the Teachings and the Sangha that we have been
able to come this far. Thank you to one and all!
Deeply reflecting, I have noticed that we speak a lot
about the Buddha and the Dharma, but we seldom speak
about the Sangha. However, the Sangha is also essential.
Thus, out of this awareness, our next 5 Year Theme and
Slogans will focus on the Sangha. Of course, the Sangha
(which is you and I) which tries to live the Dharma as
shared by the Buddha. There is no doubt that the thoughts, words and actions of every individual is very important and makes a difference.
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Let us receive guidance from “The Teaching of
Buddha” in which it shares about clergy that “Those who
wish to teach the Buddha’s teachings acceptably must be
concerned about four things: first, they must be concerned about their own behavior; second, they must be
concerned about their choice of words when they approach and teach people; third, they must be concerned
about their motive for teaching and the end they wish to
accomplish; and fourth, they must be concerned about
great compassion.” Further it shares “Lay followers
should not only believe in the Three Treasures…by themselves, but also they should, as far as they are able, help
others…to awaken in them an unshakable faith in the
Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha, so that they, too,
may share in Buddha’s compassion.” Let us, the Sangha,
clergy and lay, jointly together share our awareness, joy
and gratitude for Buddha-Dharma.
In Jodo Shinshu Teachings, Shinran Shonin shared
that when we (regardless of whether we are clergy or lay)
realize true mind (shinjin), we unfailing gain ten benefits
in the present life. I would like to mention three of the
ten: the benefit of having great joy in our hearts, the benefit of being aware of Amida’s benevolence and of responding in gratitude to his virtue, and the benefit of constantly practicing great compassion.” In regards to “practicing great compassion,” Shinran Shonin quotes a sutra
“What is “great compassion?” Those who continue solely in the nembutsu without any interruption will thereby
be born without fail in the land of happiness at the end of
life. If these people encourage each other and bring others to say the Name, they are all called “people who
practice great compassion.”
Further, let us keep in mind the thoughts of our 3rd
Spiritual Leader Kakunyo Shonin who said, “(Our)
Prosperity is dependent on the quality and depth of the
Shinjin of our Followers.” Rennyo Shonin, our 8th Spiritual Leader, further shared, “…be careful not to let the
mind run its course unbridled…be sure to control it. It is
wrong to allow the mind to take its course unchecked. We
are enabled to control the (our) mind due to the OtherPower.” Finally, our 25th Spiritual Leader, His Eminence
Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani shares “By listening to the
Primal Vow and how it was established by Amida Tathagata, we are enabled to become conscious of our own
ignorance and self-oriented inclinations, and through
such awareness, we naturally become gentle in word and
deed in our efforts of minimizing our egoistic way of
thinking.” “Even though our efforts may pale in comparison to the Buddha's Compassion, we are at least guided
in the proper direction by the Buddha Dharma.”
As I have been emphasizing, the life of Shin Buddhist is one of responding in gratitude to the Wisdom and
Compassion of Namo Amida Butsu by reciting the Nembutsu and we try to live our life guided by the Dharma in
grateful response until our life culminates (at death) with

our entering the Pure Land of Perfect Peace and Happiness to attain Perfect Peace of Enlightenment. May the
New Year be truly prosperous in the truest sense of the
word. Happy New Year!
In Gassho/Anjali,

NEW YEAR’S GREETING
Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister, Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Happy New Year!
Namo Amida Butsu
ET US WELCOME THE NEW YEAR WITH A MIND OF
joy and gratitude. May we all express and recite the Nembutsu,
Namo Amida Butsu, with a sincere feeling of warmth, joy, and happiness. And,
may we live our lives with Amida's infinite wisdom and compassion.
The year 2019 has passed. However, we do have many memories of
the year. Life is great and very precious.
Shinkai Murakami
At the beginning of the year, I always remember this one Nembutsu
follower whom I have received sincere and warm feelings of
wisdom and compassion.
I met this one Nembutsu follower at Pearl City Hongwanji in
1998, and she taught me to think how wonderful our life is.
This lady really loves attending temple services. At the
temple, she was always smiling and expressed her warmth joy
and happiness to others. She always said the following: "My joy
of happiness is attending temple services on Sunday with my
daughter-in-law." She always sat in the front row and it seemed
to me that she truly enjoyed the Sunday morning services. I
would always see her singing the gatha, chanting the sutra,
listening to the dharma, and always reciting the Nembutsu.
However, her daughter-in-law told me that her hearing was less
than 20 percent compared to the average person. She doesn't
like to use her hearing aids, so she was not able to hear most
of the conversations. However, what I discovered from her is
her warm feeling of joy that came from her entire body. She told
me, "Sensei, I cannot hear well but I love to come to church
services because even if I am not able to hear well, I always
feel that my pores, my nose, my mouth, and entire body are
receiving the Dharma from our temple and through your messages." Her smile was contagious and I could feel the joy and
happiness that she felt from attending the temple services and
receiving Amida Buddha's great wisdom and compassion.
One day, her daughter-in-law came up to me and said,
"Sensei, since she started having difficulty hearing, she wanted
to come to temple services more often. It seemed to me she
really enjoyed being here at the temple with other members.
The only thing that I don't like is that she wakes me up early in

L
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the morning on Sunday. But, because of her, I am able to attend temple services almost every Sunday. So, I am not a
“shadow” member anymore. I am also enjoying your dharma
messages and services and our temple activities. Some BWA
members were asking me to join BWA, too." Both of them expressed their sincere joy with their warm smiles.
Shinran Shonin expressed his true and joyful feelings in the
book called, "Notes on Once-Calling and Many-Calling", located
in the Collected Works of Shinran on page 47.
He wrote, "Hear the Name is to hear the Name that embodies the Primal Vow. Hear means to hear the Primal Vow and
be free of doubt. Further, it indicates shinjin. Realize even one
thought-moment of shinjin and joy; shinjin is hearing the Vow of
the Tathagata and being free of doubt." (Shinjin means entrusting faith)
The temple is a place where we will receive the feeling of
peace and serenity. The temple is a place where we will start
the week with the great mind of joy and happiness. The temple
is a place where we will receive Amida Buddha's infinite wisdom and compassion.
In the year 2020, may we all attend our temple services
and rejoice in the great happiness and joy through Amida
Buddha's infinite light, life, wisdom and compassion.
May we all be embraced by the Namo Amida Butsu.
Again, Happy New Year.
Namo Amida Butsu

NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE

NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE

President Pieper Toyama
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Michael Munekiyo, Chairman of the Board
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Building Healthy Sanghas: Embracing
Generosity and Openness

E

calendar will hold no power. Let us not allow this to happen. I
suggest that we all consider the following as each month unfolds.
1. When we turn each page to a new month, let us take the
time to really look at the picture, every object, every person. Let us see the act of generosity or the act of acceptance and openness embedded in the picture. Let us see
the reflected warmth and joy of the sangha in the photograph.
2. Then in the days that follow, let us use the picture of the
month to inspire us to be generous and open and joyful
with others. Let us transform opportunities in the fleeting
moments of our lives into action. And here I think of simple
actions as a hearty, “Good morning,” a smile full of warmth,
and a gentle touch of reassurance.
3. And in the moments when we have transformed the lofty
phrases of our theme and slogan into tiny, real and true actions, let the sound of Namo Amida Butsu flow through us.
If we take the time and commit ourselves to perform these three
acts, the pages of the calendar will breathe Namo Amida Butsu
into our lives. Our sanghas will grow healthy because threads
of generosity and openness will begin to bind one member to
another. And we will have made the commitment of Alan Kubota, Stephan Doi, Yumi Suzuki, Rev. Kazunori Takahashi, and
Bishop Eric Matsumoto real and true.
Namo Amida Butsu

VERY YEAR, OVER MANY
weeks, five individuals gather to discuss, ponder, select,
write, and review. And the result of
their efforts is the Hawaii Kyodan Calendar that will be distributed soon.
Alan Kubota, Stephan Doi, Yumi Suzuki, Rev. Kazunori Takahashi, and Bishop Eric Matsumoto toiled mightily to
bring us this calendar out of a personal
Pieper Toyama
commitment to inspire us. This year
they committed their best efforts, using the theme Building Healthy Sanghas and the slogan, Embracing Generosity and Openness, to carefully select photographs and words that move us to action. But in works such
as this, the challenge is to transform inspiring photographs and
lofty words into real and everyday actions that touch others. If
we fail to take on this challenge, the theme and slogan and the
hard work of these five individuals easily vanish from our hearts
and minds even as we turn the pages of the calendar. Then
the commitment of these five good people who gave us this

A Healthy & Vibrant New Year
On behalf of the Wailuku Hongwanji
Board of Directors, I extend our best
wishes to all of you for a healthy and
vibrant New Year.
At Wailuku Hongwanji, the year
2019 was a busy one. Notably, we
celebrated our 120th year of service to
our island community. We thank all
members of our Sangha and affiliate
organizations for continuing to bring a
Michael Munekiyo
high level of energy to Wailuku Hongwanji as we continue work in carrying
out our spiritual and community service goals and objectives.
Of course, for all who participated in our 120th anniversary fundraiser, as well as our other annual fundraising events and activities, we express our heartfelt gratitude for your spirit of selfless giving.
We now turn the page on our calendars, or for our younger
audience, we now swipe or click the calendar forward to January 2020.
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As we change the face of our calendars, we often hear the
following phrases:
• “Wow, where did the time go?” OR
• “Yeah, getting older”
Phrases such as these are uttered by all generations, with
the following added conversational context. A member of our
Generation Z may remark, “It seems that high school was just a
short time ago”. A busy Millennial might think out loud, “I feel
like I’m a 20-year old in mind and body”. Generation X’ers may
comment, “Remember the freedom we had as a twentysomething when life wasn’t so complicated”. A graying Baby
Boomer may thoughtfully reflect, “My back is aching, my joints
are sore, and the wrinkles are obvious, but I’m not that old”.
And those of our Silent Generation (born between 1924 and
1945), express from the depths of their hearts, “How grateful I
am to once again share this precious New Year’s moment”.
These phrases and thoughts will again resurface 365 days
from today. And once more in another 365 days. The cycle of
time will continue. This everlasting phenomenon is a reminder
of the wonder and reality of life. As time passes, and as our
time arrives to look back at high school; to feel young in mind
and body; to reflect back to times of a simpler life; and to face
the reality of aging gracefully, we can only offer our highest
regard and respect to those of the Silent Generation. Our elders
have been through it all. Let us therefore take a page from the
life lessons they share, and together with our friends and family,
approach the New Year of 2020 with a mindset of “how grateful
I am to share this precious New Year’s moment”.
Namo Amida Butsu

Dana Award to be presented at Sokai
on January 18

O

NE OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNITIONS
a member may receive from our temple is the
Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award. The 2019 award
will be presented to one or two of our members at the Annual
General Membership (Sokai) meeting and New Year’s Party
(Shinnenkai), which will be held at the temple on Saturday,
January 18, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The award is named
after the late Tadaichi Fukunaga who practiced the Buddhist
teachings of Dana, served as an officer and director of our
temple, and as an advisor to the Honpa Hongwanji of
Hawaii.
To qualify for this award, a member must be a Kyodan
member for a minimum of 35 years, an active member of
affiliate organizations, participates in community
organizations, regularly attends Sunday and major services,
practices the Buddhist teaching of Dana, helps propagate
the Buddhist teachings, listens to the Dharma, and
contributes to his/her temple, family and community.
2019 ........................ To be announced on January 18. 2020
2018 ..................................... Helen Ohigashi, Toshiko Sugiki
2017 ..............................................................Mary Tokumaru

2016.............................................................. Susumu Taketa
2015........................................ Joan Tamori, Molly Tokunaga
2014............................................ Mae Omuro, Helen Tanaka
2013................................... Janet Kubota, Machiko Moriyasu
2012.................................................................. Kazuo Sugiki
2011................................. Sylvia Ishikawa, George Okamoto
2010................................... Yoshiko Fujiwara, Itsuyo Kusuda
2009................................... Wayne Nishida, Lillian Satoshige
2008..............................................................Nancy Shimoda
2007.................................Toshiko Hirose, Michael Munekiyo
2006......................................................... Franklin Hamasaki
2005............................................................. Margaret Honda
Stella Kuwae, Janet Okamoto
2004................................................................Janet Inamasu
2003................................ Marian Muraoka, Florence Tanaka
2002.............................................................. Yoshiko Uchida
2001........................................... Elsie Ota, Emiko Sakagawa
2000............................................................ Grace Hamasaki
1999........................................................... Doris Kawashima
Chikashi Charles Nagamatsu, Yoshime Tanouye
1998............................................................. Teruko Fujimoto
Alma Hashi, Mary Uyeda, Harold Yamaguchi
1997................................................................ Richard Ouchi
Kenneth Sakagawa, Shizuka Tamura
1996....................................................................Masao Sato
Takeshi Tsuchiyama, Wesley Wong, Jr.
1995.........................................................Kazuichi Hamasaki
1994......................................................................Kikue Koja
Shizue Munekiyo, Chiyoko Nakamura
Nancy Oishi, Satoru Sasada
1993............................................................... Tsurue Higashi
Yoshie Tagami
1992........................................................ Yoshiko Kawamata
Shizue Morihiro
1991.................................................................Misayo Kurisu
Manuel Oishi, Ruth Shimada
Douglas Sodetani, Chikayo Tomimoto
1990....................................................................Harue Kono
Shizuko Matsumoto, Yukiko Tanaka
1989............................................................. Thomas Higashi
Minoru Morihiro, Takeo Morisaki
Matsuno Yasui
1988.................................................................... Meiji Hirose
Shoichi Mori
1987................................................................Ariyo Sodetani
Chiyoko Wong
1986..................................................................... Edith Izumi
Hiroshi Kawamata, Masato Miyazaki
Shigeru Nakamura
1985.............................................................Natsuyo Hayase
Masato Kawashima, Tokito Manta
1984................................... Richard Hashi, Stanley Okamoto
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Scouts earn merit badge
and camped at Waikapu
Camp

E

ARNING THEIR COMMUNITY SERVICE MERIT
badge were scouts of Troop 40. They enjoyed a twoday camp at Waikapu Camp.

Walking across a “swinging/rope bridge” are members of Troop 40.

Gannon is assisted by parent Cat
DeGuzman in painting the fascia.

Tyce and Landon work together to
get the painting done.

Enjoying a break in the Waikapu stream are members of Troop 40.

Gannon holds the ladder while
another scout paints the fascia.

Earning his merit badge is Gannon
as he paint the building.

Members of Troop 40 are ready for a night of peaceful sleeping in their
neatly kept campsite.

DeMarco shows us his newly found friend in the Waikapu stream.
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Dominic is about to enjoy the reward of cooking his meat in charcoal.

Chase places the freshly caught
shrimp into the bucket.

Before you can cook your dinner, scouts had to build a fire that will be
filled with charcoal.

▲Enjoying getting soaked with cold water from the Waikapu stream are
scouts of Troop 40.
►Scouts show that there is nothing tastier than food prepared by and
cooked by themselves in an open campfire pit.

Members of Troop 40 are shown with the skull and horn of the Texas Longhorn steer that was raised on the Makani Olu Ranch in Waikapu.
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BWA activities

At the Maui United Fall General Assembly, a display of club activities
was prepared for the visitors.

New members Julie Bridle of Makawao and Sunny Larner of Wailuku
are welcomed by Reverend Murakami to the BWA Fall Assembly.

Tamara Manley, Nancy Shimoda, Grace Hamasaki, Sandy Hirata, and
Margaret Honda are part of the crew that was in charge of the snacks
and refreshment at the Maui United General Assembly.

Taking a break at the Maui United Fall General Assembly are members
of Wailuku BWA.

▲Jane Shinoda pours a strawberry-lemon juice during a refreshment
break at the assembly at Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.
►Part of attending the Maui United BWA Fall Assembly was to visit the
displays of other clubs and see activities that took place last year.
Building Healthy Sanghas: Embracing Generosity and Openness
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BWA CRAFT &Food fair

Gail Iwamoto-Hamai, Phyllis Sato, and Elaine Akashi sell baked goods
at the Crafts & Food Fair.

Helen Ohigashi and Tamara Manley are in charge of getting the rice
ready for the Spam musubi crew.

Frances Teshima, Florence Tanaka, Nancy Shimoda, and Jane Shinoda sell craft items made by the Sewing Bee crew.

At 4:30 a.m. the Spam musubi crew work together to get the musubi
ready for wrapping.

Sandy Matsuda, Sandy Hirata, and Cathy Ikeuchi sell ono okara.

Laurie Fukushima and Carrie Fukuoka work at the BWA’s Crafts &
Food Fair on November 9.

Richard Ouchi assists the BWA by selling its plants as Paul Gushiken
works as the cashier.
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Cub scouts participate in
healthy eating project

C

UB SCOUTS FROM PACK 40
participated in the healthy eating program by coloring
a handout, and preparing and consuming a healthy snack that contained
fruits, vegetables, grains, protein and a dairy
product. Everyone had fun in completing
the project, even the parents.
It’s Fruits, Vegetables, Grains, Protein, and Dairy

Kason, Liam, Jacob, Ayden, and Robert work together to complete
their coloring assignments.

Tiger Scout Drew is given support by parent Thomas DeLeon, and
sibling Ethan and Tiger Scout Liam have fun coloring their papers so
they can begin preparing their healthy snacks.

Kasen, Liam, Jacob, and Ayden are part of a team that has completed
its coloring assignment.

▲Tiger Scout Liam is assisted by parent, Laurie Fukushima, and Tiger
Scout Erik waits for help in coloring his assignment.
►Tiger Scout Ryder looks at this coloring assignment and feels satisfied that he has done his best in completing the work.
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Preschool News
Cathy DiMeo-Cole, Reporter

Mahalo to all of our parents, grandparents, and family members who
assisted at our Fun Run and supporting our preschool. Aaron takes a
photo with his mom, Laurie, and friend, Kingston.

▲Lukas, Brixton, and all of the other children started the Fun Run by balancing themselves on the balance beam.
►Our fundraiser was a huge success. The children enjoyed themselves
running around the bike path.

During the Fun Run, Colton, Sophia, and Justin enjoyed jumping through the tires as they complete this part of the obstacle course.
Building Healthy Sanghas: Embracing Generosity and Openness
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Affiliate organizations

BWA scholarship application available to high school graduates

Buddhist Women’s News

AILUKU HONGWANJI BUDDHIST Women’s Association would like to invite 2020 high school seniors, whose mothers are WHBWA members, to
apply for its $1,000 educational scholarship. Application
forms are available in the temple office during business
hours. Completed application must be submitted or mailed
to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, Buddhist Women Association, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI 96793 and is due on
Friday, March 27.
The applicant should express a desire to live the dharma
and develop interdependence to embrace everyone in the
sangha. Letters of recommendation and an essay need to
accompany the application.

Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA meeting set for January 5

T

HE FIRST MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE NEW
year will be held on Sunday, January 5, 2020, following Sunday Service. On the agenda will be
planning for the upcoming BWA Sokai.

Membership dues are being collected
by treasurer, Sandy Matsuda

C

LUB TREASURER SANDY MATSUDA IS COLLECTING annual membership dues for year 2020. Dues
for regular members are $25 or $10 for members 85
years and above. Dues for associate members (homebound
or in health care facilities) are $5. Payment may be made at
the temple office or by mail to 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, in care of BWA.

BWA to hold Sokai (General Membership Meeting) on February 16

T

HE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
Sokai will be held on Sunday, February 16, starting
with regular Sunday Service at 8:00 a.m. During the
business meeting, members will preview the program for the
year. Sunday Brunch will follow at the Kahili Restaurant.
The tentative schedule for the day’s activities is as follows:
8:00 a.m. Temple Service at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
9:15 a.m. BWA departs from Wailuku Hongwanji Mission for Kahili Restaurant
9:30 a.m. Brunch at Kahili
12 noon Return to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
The cost of the brunch is $35 per person. Member cost
will be determined at the January 5 meeting. Bus transportation will be available. Deadline to sign up for the event is
Thursday, January 23. When signing up, please indicate if
you will ride the bus or provide your own transportation.

MUBWA to participate in Martin
Luther King, Jr. Peace March on
Monday, January 20

M

AUI UNITED BUDDHIST WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION will participate in the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Peace March
on Monday, January 20, at 9:00 a.m. at the MLK
Stone of Hope Monument fronting the County
Building. Kyodan and Dharma School members,
along with families and Hongwanji affiliates, are
encouraged to support the event in a statement of
oneness and equality of rights for all.

W

BWA members visit Hale Makua on
December 4

I

N OBSERVANCE OF BODHI DAY, BWA MEMBERS visited the Wailuku Hale Makua facility on
Wednesday morning, December 4. Friends and
temple members residing at the facilities were presented
gifts of origami lotus flowers and cookies. Following the
visitation, members enjoyed lunch and fellowship at Tokyo
Tei.

Hōonkō Refreshment Assignment (01/12/20)
Helen Ohigashi
Katsue Shishido
Cathy Ikeuchi
Emiko Goshi

Mari Ann Kato
Gail Iwamoto-Hamai
Elaine Akashi
Phyllis Sato

Hosha for January and February
January 9, 2020
January 15, 2020
January 23, 2020
February 6, 2020
February 19, 2020
February 20, 2020

Groups 1 and 6
ACCW – Team #1
Groups 3 and 5
Groups 2 and 4
ACCW – Team #2
Groups 1 and 6
Friend of the Dharma

Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Frank Hamasaki, Editor .................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Joan Tamori .................................................................................... Itsuyo Kusuda
Richard Ouchi ..................................................................................... Mae Omuro
Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ......................................................................... Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ...........................................................................Ms. Cathy DiMeo-Cole
STEM Scouting ...................................................................Ms. Courtney Morihiro
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Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Donavan Ikeuchi to “MC” Sunday
Service on January 5

D

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENT DONAVAN
Ikeuchi will be the Master of Ceremonies at
the January 5, Sunday Service, which begins at 8 a.m. Jencyn Shishido will ring the kansho bell and Ace Shuster will read the aspiration.
Sophia Takamura and Heleonahe Tomita will do
the collection of offerings and will be greeters as
well.

Kamauoha Tomita to MC Hōonkō
Service on January 12

T

HE ANNUAL HŌONKŌ SERVICE WILL BE
held on Sunday, January 12, beginning at 9
a.m. Kamauoha Tomita will be the Master
of Ceremonies and ring the kansho bell. Sam
Marie Quipotla and Sophie DeMattos will read
aspirations. Meiko Kurokawa and Erik Tsai will
do the collection of offerings and greet visitors.
Guest speaker will be Reverend Richard Tennes,
resident minister at Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple.

No Sunday Service on January 19

B

ECAUSE THE ANNUAL SOKAI & SHINNENKAI is being held on Saturday, January
18, there will be no Sunday Service on
January 19. During the Shinnenkai, Dharma
School students will be asked to distribute door
prizes. Dharma School families are encouraged
to attend the party.

Representative Troy Hashimoto to
speak at Family Service on January 26

R

EPRESENTATIVE TROY HASHIMOTO will
be the guest speaker at
the Family Service on
Sunday, January 26, beginning
at 8 a.m. Kamauoha Tomita will
serve as Master of Ceremonies.
Karsten Shishido will ring the
kansho bell. Takashi Lea will
read the aspiration. Kellen Takamura and Angel Acevedo will
Troy Hashimoto
do the collection of offerings
and be greeters as well. Dharma School class #3
will be held after the service.

Gakuen News
Gakuen to resume on January 7; no
school days listed

C

OORDINATOR SHINKAI MURAKAMI OF THE JAPANESE Language School, would like to remind parents and students that classes will resume on Tuesday, January 7. He also would like to inform parents that
report cards will be issued in early February.
NO SCHOOL DAYS
December 23 – January 6
Winter Break
Monday, January 20
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday
Friday, February 7
DOE Planning & Collab. Day
Monday, February 17
President’s Day

Gakugeikai (performance art show) to
be held on February 21



TUDENTS AT WAILUKU HONGWANJI JAPANESE
Language School would like to invite you to their annual
gakugeikai on Friday, February 21, in the Social Hall
beginning at 5:15 p.m. No school will be held on Friday.
Each class will showcase their skills.
The students are currently planning their presentation,
while others have already begun to rehearse their scripts.
The students in each grade are preparing the necessary materials (scenery, large and small props, etc.) for the gakugeikai. Also, there will be many parents assisting with preparations on the day of the event. Following the gakugeikai, refreshments will be served.

Dis-n-Dat News
Temple seeks newsletter editor



AILUKU HONGWANJI NEEDS AN EDITOR for the temple’s newsletter. The
current editor is willing to assist the new
editor as he/she transitions into taking over the
duties completely. If you are interested, please
contact Board Chair Michael Munekiyo at michael.munekiyo@gmail.com or Editor, Frank Hamasaki, at 244-0406.

Topp expresses appreciation



ANNY TOPP, DIRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES, would like to express his appreciation to all the members for their support in
the General Cleanup of the temple, which was
held on December 15. He would like to thank
members of the affiliate organizations for their
dedication and commitment to this project. Special thank you goes to the leaders of the Dharma
School for providing the delicious brunch.
Building Healthy Sanghas: Embracing Generosity and Openness
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Benefits of Meditation

ID YOU KNOW THAT ONE OF THE REASONS FOR
the popularity of Buddhism is its practice of meditation?
This practice is easy to perform and assists individuals
by empowering them therapeutically. Sitting meditation, one of
the most popular practices, appeals to many practitioners. You
are invited to:
1. Sit Comfortably.
2. Close your eyes.
3. Make no effort to control your breath; simply breathe
naturally.
The calming effects of one’s breath, mind, and body bring
about a quieting of the body and mind and can trigger many
positive changes, kinds of insights, mindfulness, and management of stress.
When people practice meditation there is improvement in
their emotional control, mental acuity, self-perception, and ability to evaluate one’s life situation. The peace and calm of meditation amidst the stresses of daily life has been beneficial for
many practitioners who gain and develop their abilities to examine the ever changing, impermanent nature of life that leads
to suffering. These insights can trigger a flow of beneficial therapeutic insights for the practitioner.
At Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, attendees “practice” meditation on Sunday morning from 7:15 a.m. to 7:45 a.m.
Come join them.

Business Manager’s Message
By Franklin Hamasaki

Can you take a chance?



WAS ENCOURAGED THAT I SHOULD begin the year 2020 on the “right foot” by attending the New Year’s Eve Service, which
will be held on December 31, beginning at 11:15
p.m. Japanese believe that when you begin the
year on the “right foot” the remainder of the year
will be full of good health and wealth. One friend
“guaranteed” me that if I attended the service, only good things will happen to me for the remainder
of year 2020. He even told me that I would be
“lucky” in Las Vegas. Since I can’t take a chance
not being “lucky,” I will attend the service. Can
you take a chance? See you at the service!

Please come to the Sokai/Shinnenkai

I

WOULD LIKE TO ENCOURAGE MEMBERS
to make an extra effort to attend this year’s
Sokai/Shinnenkai, which will be held on Saturday, January 18, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Come
listen to Board Chair Michael Munekiyo tell us
about the plans for the year 2020. Help us recognize our temple’s 2019 Fuku Dana recipients.
Come help our temple celebrate the year 2020.

acknowledgments
KYODAN
Fukushima, George & Alice – In memory of Yoshio Tengan
Midtown Foundation
Ibara, Richard – In memory of Hakaru & Hanayo Ibara
VIP Food Service – Donation of beef stew meat for lunch at
general cleanup
NOKOTSUDO
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
Maeda, Clyde – In memory of the Tashiro Family
Saiki, Noreen – In memory of Grandma Fumie Molly Saiki
OFUSE
Heirakuji, Wally – In memory of Phyllis Heirakuji
Hotta, Earle & Carol – In memory of Torio Nishida
Hultquist, Irene – In memory of Torio Nishida
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce – In memory of Yukie Kawahara
Kunimitsu, Lester – In memory of Hiroshi Tamura
Kurisu, Jay & Sonya – In memory of Phyllis Heirakuji
Nagai, Gary – In memory of Hatsuto Nagai
Nashiwa, Audrey – In memory of Michael Nashiwa
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio Nishida
Nishida, Roy – In memory of Torio Nishida
Sugimura, Yuki Lei – In memory of George Katsumi Kashiwa
EITAIKYO
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Fujii, Ethel
Fujiwara, Yoshiko
Hamasaki, Grace T.
Hirata, Sandra K.
Hozaki, Carolyn
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Kubota, Janet
Kuwae, Stella
Matsubayashi, Herbert
Mori, Elaine
Moriyasu, Machiko
Ohigashi, Helen
Omuro, Mae
Ota, Frances
Ouchi, Richard
Satoshige, Lillian
Shido Partners – Donation made in honor of Takeo & Katsue
Shishido
Taketa, Susumu & Mae
Tanaka, Florence
Teshima, Frances
Yamaguchi, Lydia
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FUKUNAGA DANA DONATION
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
NEW YEAR’S DONATION
Fukushima, George & Alice
Hirata, Edward
Miyamoto, Mitsuo & Mildred
Ota, Charles – In memory of Elsie Ota
Ouchi, Dennis
Toba Stillwell, Judy
Unemori, Aileen
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
Yoshizawa, Kenji
SOCIAL CONCERN
Fujii, Ethel
Hamasaki, Grace T.
Hirata, Sandra K.
Hozaki, Carolyn
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce
Kaya, George & Pearl
Kubota, Janet
Kuwae, Stella
Matsubayashi, Herbert
Mori, Elaine
Munekiyo, Michael & Lori
Omuro, Mae
Shimoda, Nancy
Shishido, Larry & Katsue
Shoda, Yukimi – In memory of Seimu Shoda & George M.
Shoda
Sugiki, Toshiko
Taketa, Susumu & Mae
Tanaka, Florence
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
120TH ANNIVERSARY DONATION
Murakami, Patrick
WISH LIST
Fukuda, Karlynn – Assorted Ziploc bags
Furomoto, Lydia – 1 case of 3-compartment plates
Nitta, John & Sherri M – Assorted books
OFFERTORY
Inamasu, Harold & Janet – BWA Memorial Service
Sasaki, Walter – In memory of Kazue Mabe – BWA Memorial
Service
BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Ota, Frances
SOCIAL HALL
Kurisu, Carol Mae & Jane
Maui Bronco League

Hoji Memorial Services (January)
Date

Name
st

Jan. 28
Jan. 5
Jan. 13
Jan. 27
Jan. 1
Jan. 5
Jan. 8
Jan. 8
Jan. 29
Jan. 29
Jan. 14
Jan. 14
Jan. 9
Jan. 21
Jan. 6
Jan. 25
Jan. 30
Jan. 8

1 Year – 2019
Murakami, Dorothy Reiko (CHO RAI)
3rd Year – 2018
Imai, Haruye (SHUN KO)
Kurisu, Jane Tsutae (CHI GI)
Komatsu, Kiyoko (SHO JO)
7th Year – 2014
Inamasu, Yoshito (GI SHO)
Hashimoto, Shizuko (JO KEN)
Oka, Mamoru (HO SHU)
Sugiki, Bernice Tsugiyo
Matsushita, Robert (SHOKU KEN TOKU SHO
KYO IN)
Nishihara, Alvin (KYO DO)
13th Year – 2008
Tanaka, Akira (SHO SEI)
Manta, Walter (RYO SHO)
17th Year – 2004
Tarui, Aiko (MYO AI)
Uyetake, Hatsuko (MYO JUN)
25th Year – 1996
Kimoto, Ralph Kiyotaka (JYO KI)
Itamura, Yoshiko (MYO RYO)
33rd Year – 1988
Uno, James S. (JAKU JO)
50th Year – 1971
Asada, Tomizo (FU GAN)

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Diane Sachi Hanada (KOSHO – Bright Happiness) Age 64, 262 Nakoa Drive, Wailuku; passed
away on December 5, 2019.
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