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“Scout Sunday” to be held on February 5

M

EMBERS OF TROOP 40 BOY Scouts
and Pack 40 Cub Scouts will observe
“Scout Sunday,” at the Wailuku
Hongwanji temple on Sunday, February 5, with
the tolling of the bell at 8:00 a.m.
Scoutmaster David Merchant and Cubmaster Chad Fukunaga
stated that the Scouts and Cubs annually commemorate Scout
Sunday on the first Sunday in February. This event commemorates the founding of the Boy Scouts of America via a National
Charter from Congress on February 8, 1910. Scout Sunday is
celebrated by thousands of Scouts each year at churches
throughout the United States.
Scouting supports the spiritual view of life that underlies the
teaching of all denominations and faiths. Scoutmaster Merchant
would like to invite parents, grandparents, and friends to take part
in the service. He invites everyone to enjoy the brunch that will be
served after the service.

Susumu Taketa presented with the
2016 Fukunaga Dana Award

S

USUMU TAKETA WAS PRESENTED WITH THE
2016 Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award at the annual
Sokai and Shinnenkai on January 14. The award was
presented by Dana Award chairman George Okamoto and
Reverend Shinkai Murakami.
Susumu Taketa was recognized for his contribution to
the temple and community. He practices dana on a daily
basis and is energetic, efficient, caring, and one who can be
counted on to help whenever and wherever help is needed.
He was recognized for his commitment to his temple by
providing flowers for the altar and his assistance to activities.
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Special Eitaikyo (Perpetual Memorial)
Service to be held on Saturday, February 18



SPECIAL EITAIKYO SERVICE WILL BE
held on Saturday, February 18, beginning at
6:00 p.m. Reverend Shinkai Murakami invites all members to attend. This Special Eitaikyo
Service is held for all departed members of the
temple, especially individuals who have been
placed in our temple’s Eitaikyo Register.
This service gives us the opportunity to quietly
meditate or reflect upon the cherished memories
of the deceased and remind us of the impermanency of life. This helps us realize our own changing existence. As we recall the countless benefits
bestowed upon us by the deceased, there arises
within us a feeling of gratitude toward the deceased and others for making life possible for us.
The word Eitaikyo actually means "perpetual
sutra." Eitai means "perpetual" and kyo means
"sutra," or "teaching of Buddha." The term "Eitaikyo" is defined as a "perpetual memorial service."
The Eitaikyo Service was started because
members wished that the Buddha’s teachings
would continue to their descendants from generation to generation, and they established the Eitaikyo Fund for the maintaining of their Sangha or
temple. The Eitaikyo fund is a separate fund from
the temple's other funds, set aside for use by the
temple in special circumstances or emergencies.
It is a fund that is not to be used for the general
upkeep and day-to-day expenses of the temple.

The recipient of the 2016 Dana Award is Susumu Taketa. He is shown
with daughter, Sheila Taketa; spouse, Mae Taketa; daughter, Susan
Gushiken; and son-in-law, Paul Gushiken.
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Boy Scouts and Wailuku Hongwanji
Namo Amida Butsu

T

HE FIRST SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY IS SET
aside for Scout Sunday here at Wailuku
Hongwanji Community Temple. Our relationship between the Boy Scouts and Wailuku
Hongwanji began in 1937 (establishment year)
when Wailuku Hongwanji sponsored the Boy
Scouts of Troop 40.
The first recipient to receive the Eagle Scout
award for Troop 40 was George K. Sano in
1944. During the past 80 years, we have had a
total of 251 young gentlemen achieve the rank
of the Eagle Scout. In addition, there were so
many boys who not only received the rank of the
Eagle Scout but they also received spiritual insights and Buddhist values and guidance from
our scouting and temple programs. Today,
these Boy Scouts are adults, and they are sending their children to join our temple’s scouting
program so their children will be able to follow
their father’s footsteps.
Troop 40 began primarily to serve the children
of the Wailuku Hongwanji members. Today, we
have so many community friends who have joined
our scouting program and collaborate with Wailuku Hongwanji in its activities, programs, fundraising, and support to our society.
Wailuku Hongwanji Scouts’ meetings were
held on Sunday so the Boy Scouts could attend
the temple services in their uniform. While they
attended the temple services, they learned about
temple manners, including offering of incense, offering of flowers, and so on. When we had major
services, they assisted in many areas of the services. Through these temple activities and programs, they received enriching and spiritual insights in their lives.
The Scout’s oath “On my honor, I will do my
best To do my duty to God and my country and to
obey the Scout Law; To help other people at all
times; To keep myself physically strong, mentally
awake and morally straight,” is very similar to our
Golden Chain of Love which says, "I will try to
be kind and gentle to every living thing and protect all who are weaker than ourselves. I will try to
think pure and beautiful thoughts, to say pure and

beautiful words, and to do pure and beautiful
deeds, knowing that on what I do now depends
not only my happiness or unhappiness, but also
that of others."
As I mentioned before, these former Scouts
became parents; they wanted their children to follow in their footsteps. Why? I believe they felt that
the scouting program was a great program for
their children, and they would like their children to
follow the path of truth, which they inherited from
their parents and grandparents.
"Those who have been born first guide those
who come later, and those who are born later join
those who were born before." (Passages on the
Land of Happiness by Master Tao Ch'o, second
of five Chinese Masters)
Why has Jodo Shinshu lasted for over 800
years? Why have Hongwanji temples in Hawaii
been so active not only within the temple but
throughout the community? It is because Jodo
Shinshu temples are not only one ethnic group
but are "Community Temples" that offer and
share our wonderful guidance with everyone.
Why don't we all come to the first Sunday service in February and participate in the Scout Sunday program? Yes, we will have our wonderful
Scout Sunday with great Buddhist values in the
service and you will see the wonderful guidance
of the Nembutsu spread by our Boy Scouts and
their families.
Namo Amida Butsu

Buddha’s Quotes
“If with a pure mind a person speaks or acts,
happiness follows them like a never-departing
shadow.”
Three things cannot be long hidden: the sun,
the moon, and the truth.
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori ...................................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki ...............................................................................Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda ................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ....................................................................................... Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ........................................................................ Mrs. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ............................................................................ Mr. Herbert Kogasaka
Preschool ................................................................................Mrs. Karen Yoshida
Roselani 4-H Club.................................................................. Mrs. Joyce Yamada
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105th Legislative Assembly set for February 10-11

T

HE 105TH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (GISEIKAI) will
be held at the Honpa Hongwanji Betsuin on February
10-11. The Legislative Assembly will begin on Friday, February 10, with registration beginning at 8 a.m. The
Assembly will adjourn at 5 p.m. and resume on Saturday,
February 11, at 8 a.m.
The primary purpose of the assembly is to prepare the
Honpa Hongwanji’s budget and determine the assessment
for each temple. In addition, the assembly receives reports,
considers resolutions, and enjoys fellowship among the delegates. Reverend Murakami, Michael Munekiyo, Faith
Tengan, and Danny Topp will be representing our temple.
Registration fee for delegates and observers is $100 per
person.
The annual event will end with the Living Treasures of
Hawaii Awards Aloha Banquet on Saturday, February 11, at
the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel. For the past 39 years, Honpa
Hongwanji Mission has honored special people in Hawaii,
naming them “Living Treasures.” These were people, who
contributed to the community; shared a commonality—their
lives have not been spent in seeking rewards but in merely
seeking to serve.

Nirvana Day Service set for Sunday,
February 12



AILUKU HONGWANJI WILL COMMEMORATE
Nirvana Day on Sunday, February 12. The service begins at 8:00 a.m. Nirvana Day is the day
on which the historical Buddha, Shakyamuni, is said to have
died and reached total Nirvana, at the age of 80, and is
commemorated on February 15th. Nirvana Day is the celebration of Buddha's death.
As Jodo Shinshu followers, greater emphasis is placed
on the death of our founder Shinran Shonin (January 16), by
holding a special service call Hōonkō. Because emphasis is
placed on Hōonkō, members overlook the death of Shakyamuni Buddha, without whom there would not be a Jodo
Shinshu sect.

According to board chair Michael Munekiyo, no one will
be excluded from membership based on the amount of
gojikai paid. He stated that by paying their gojikai, a member
signifies a renewed commitment on his/her part to become a
full-fledged member of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
For the year 2016 the chart below shows the range of
gojikai payments made by members.
Gojikai Range
$0 - $49
$50 - $99
$100 - $149
$150 - $199
$200 - $249
$250 - $299
$300 - $349
$350 - $399
$400 - $449
$450 - $499
$500 - $549
$550 - $599
$600 - $649
$650 - $699
$700 - $799
$800 - $899
$900 - $999
$1,000 – $1,499
$1,500 - $2,499
$2,500 - $3,600
Total Paid Members

Members
6
18
54
48
74
21
38
29
13
2
11
0
4
1
2
1
0
6
1
2
331

Per Cent
.0181
.0544
.1632
.1450
.2236
.0635
.1148
.0876
.0393
.0060
.0332
.0000
.0121
.0030
.0060
.0030
.0000
.0181
.0030
.0060
0.9999

Tatsuya Aoki to be guest lecturer at
Okamoto Lecture on March 4-5



EVEREND TATSUYA AOKI
will be the guest lecturer at the
Shigemi Okamoto Memorial
Lecture, which will be held on Saturday, March 4 and Sunday, March 5.
The lecture begins at 10 a.m. on Saturday. On Sunday, a Spring Ohigan
Service will be held at 9 a.m. with
Bishop Aoki as guest speaker. The
Tatsuya Aoki
last session of the lecture will begin at
approximately 11 a.m. Cost to attend the lecture is $15 for
Gojikai dues for 2017 is being collected
both days, $10 for Saturday only, and $5 for Sunday only.
EMBERS ARE REMINDED TO RENEW THEIR
Lunch and refreshment are included in the cost. Sign-up
annual gojikai dues for the Year 2017. Your
sheets are in the office.
board recommends that the following guideline be
Reverend Tatsuya Aoki is the resident minister of the
used to determine one’s dues. It recommended that a
Vancouver Buddhist Temple. Aoki Sensei was ordained in
household with two or more persons (i.e., couples and cou1991, received his BA degree in Religious Studies from the
ples with children) pay $20-$30 per month; one member
University of Lethbridge in 1998 and his Master's Degree in
household (i.e., member living alone) pay $12-$15 per
Religious Studies from Ryukoku University in 2003. He was
month. However, members may renew their dues at any
assigned to the Vancouver Buddhist Temple in 2003 and is
amount that meets their ability to pay.
also currently the national Bishop of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada.
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Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA to hold Sokai (General Membership Meeting) on February 12

T

HE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
Sokai will be held on Sunday, February 12. Members
will preview the program for the year. Following the
meeting, Mrs. Kiyo Masuda of Makawao Hongwanji and
Federation Chair of the Education Committee will speak on
the “Go Wish Cards” program. After the meeting, members
will proceed to Kahili Restaurant.
8:00 a.m. Temple Service at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
9:00 a.m. BWA meeting and speaker in temple
10:30 a.m. Bus departs from Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
to the Kahili Restaurant
11:00 a.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. Return to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
The cost of the meal is $31.04 per person. Members will
pay $15.00. The rest of the cost and bus service will be
subsidized by the club. Members attending the lunch
should bring a $10 grab bag.
The deadline for sign up and payment is Friday, January
27. Please indicate if you will take the bus or use private
transportation when signing up.

BWA collects 2017 dues



REASURER SANDY MATSUDA
would like to remind BWA members
to pay their annual dues of $20 as
soon as possible. Annual dues for members 85 years and
older are $5. Dues for associate members (homebound or in
health care facilities) are also $5. Payment may be made in
the temple office or mailed in.

Kubota re-elected BWA president

J

ANET KUBOTA WAS REELECTED as President of
the Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Women’s Association
for the biennial year of 20172018. Other officers elected were
Vice-President Gwen Hiraga, Recording Secretary Mary Tokumaru, Corresponding Secretary
Barbara Parr, Treasurer Sandy Matsuda, Assistant Treasurer
Mae Omuro, and Co-Historians Gail Kushiyama and Sharon
Higa.
Reverend Shinkai and Mrs. Minae Murakami serve as
advisors to the organization.

BWA to assists A Cup of Cold Water

B

WA MEMBERS HAVE TEAMED UP WITH A CUP of
Cold Water (ACCW), a community outreach program,
to make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches once a
month to feed the poor and the homeless beginning in February.
On the 3rd Wednesday of every month, the BWA will deliver
sandwiches to A Cup of Cold Water to be distributed by their
community care-van to the needy of Maui. The sandwiches will
be prepared the day before by teams of volunteers on a rotational basis. If you would like to sign up to join a team, please
contact Sandy Hirata, chair of the ACCW Dana project.

MUBWA participates in community
events

M

AUI UNITED BWA MEMBERS PARTICIPATED in
the Martin Luther King Jr. celebration on Monday,
January 16, at the Stone of Hope Monument fronting the County Building. Following the opening ceremonies,
MUBWA participants led the symbolic peace march around the
county block. MUBWA members distributed cranes for peace
and invited members of the public to fold origami cranes.
Maui United BWA members participated in the Women’s
March on Washington-Maui Style on Saturday, January 21.
The event, held at the UH Maui College, was promoted as a
“global solidarity movement proclaiming the importance of social and economic equality for all”.

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

No Dharma School on Scout Sunday,
February 5

D

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE REMINDED that
there will be no Dharma School on Scout Sunday, February 5. Students are encouraged to attend the service and
support the activities of the Scouts.

Anna Fosbinder to MC Sunday
Service on February 12

A

NNA FOSBINDER WILL BE THE MISTRESS of
Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on February 12,
beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing the kansho bell will be
Donavan Ikeuchi and Ace Shuster will read the aspiration. Evan
Fenton and Takashi Lea will be greeters and will do the collection
of offerings. Mrs. Minae Murakami will be the organist. After the
service, the Dharma School will host a Somen Nagashi activity.

Adults to host Sunday Service on February 19

A

DULT VOLUNTEERS WILL BE HOSTING THE Sunday Service on February 19, beginning at 8 a.m. Stanley Okamoto will ring the kansho bell. Adult volunteers
will read the aspiration, collect the offerings, and greet visitors.
Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.
The once-a-month Dhrama School classes will be held after the service.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Donna Ikeuchi to be guest speaker at
Family Service on February 26

D

ONNA IKEUCHI WILL BE THE GUEST speaker at the
Family Service set for February 26, beginning at 8 a.m.
Donavan Ikeuchi will be the Master of Ceremonies.
Anna Fosbinder will ring the kansho bell and Takashi Lea
will read the aspiration. Greets will be Ace Shuster will be
the greeters and will also do the collection of offerings. Mr.
Dale Sugiki will be the organist.

Gakuen News
No school days for February are listed

D

IRECTOR SHINKAI MURAKAMI REMINDS students and parents that there will be no Japanese
Language School on Friday, February 3rd because of a DOE Planning and Collaboration Day; on
Wednesday, February 15th because of a DOE Institute Day,
and on Monday, February 20th because of the President’s
Day holiday. In addition, there be no school on February
24th because of the Gakugeikai.

Gakugeikai (performance art show) to
be held on February 24



TUDENTS AT WAILUKU HONGWANJI GAKUEN
would like to invite you to their annual gakugeikai on
Friday, February 24, in the Social Hall beginning at 5:15
p.m. No school will be held on Friday. Each class will showcase their skills.
The students have begun planning their presentation,
while others have already begun to rehearse their scripts.
The students in each grade are preparing the necessary materials (scenery, large and small props, etc.) for the gakugeikai. Also, there will be many parents assisting with preparations on the day of the event. Following the gakugeikai,
refreshment will be served.

Japanese Language School plan Cultural Day for March 3

G

AKUEN STUDENTS WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN
Cultural Day activities on Friday, March 3. Since
March 3rd is Girl’s Day, students will learn about the
Japanese doll festival and make a doll from paper using the
origami technique. The lesson is to introduce children to Japan and Japanese cultural traditions.

Gakuen to hold “Field Day” at
Keopuolani Park on March 11

S

TUDENTS IN THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
will be holding a “Field Day” at Keopuolani Park on Saturday, March 11, beginning at 9 a.m. The purpose of
the “Field Day” is to provide students with the opportunity to
display their skills and to enjoy fellowship with other students.

Games planned for the students include: three-legged
race, tug-o-war, ball throw, sack race, kick ball, water balloon
toss, donut-on-a-string, etc.

No school for Gakuen on March 27

O

N MONDAY, MARCH 27, THERE WILL BE NO
school for students enrolled in the Japanese Language School because of the Prince Kuhio Day holiday. School resumes on Tuesday, March 28.

Class of 2017
Graduates’ Banquet to be held on
April 13

T

HE WAILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION 2017 Graduates' Banquet will be held at the Asian Star Restaurant in Wailuku on April 13, 2017, beginning at 5:30
p.m. The banquet will commence with a brief baccalaureate
service conducted by the Reverend Shinkai Murakami. Keynote speaker will be Laurie Fukushima Tsai, Clinical Pharmacist in the Oncology Department at the Kaiser Permanente Clinic in Wailuku.
Each graduate will be sponsored by a mission member,
however, others wishing to attend are being assessed a cost of
$30 per person. Please call Shelley Quipotla or Sharon Higa
(244-0406) before March 30, 2017, if you are interested in attending this event.
Mission members are not only encouraged to attend this
event, but are also being asked to sponsor a graduate or make
a monetary donation to help defray related costs. Anyone wishing to become a sponsor or to make a donation is asked to call
Sharon Higa in the office at 244-0406.
As of this writing the following graduating seniors with ties to
the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission have been identified and will be
extended invitations to the banquet.
Reese Calaro.................................................. Isaac Kaleo Pena
Chelsey Chaves................................................ Joshua Rosetes
Laura Dodson ................................................................Ian Roth
Josh Farin......................................................... Wesley Sakutori
Mitchell Gray.................................................Kami Shimabukuro
Dyllon Oishi-Mochida......................................... Kayla Takakura
Alexa Nagai ....................................................... Olivia Takakura
Macie Nakahashi ........................................................ Ian Tsang
Tara Nobriga...................................................... Kaitlyn Yamada
Hulukoa Nunokawa........................................ Lindsey Yamasaki
Layce Yamauchi
If anyone knows of a student who has been inadvertently
omitted from the above list, please contact Shelley Quipotla
Wong. Please note that a student's family need not be mission
members or even of the same religion to attend the banquet.
The main purpose of this event is to extend congratulations and
best wishes to graduating seniors, who through their membership or their participation in temple sponsored activities, have
been a part of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission family.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Boy Scouts kept busy during month of December

B

ESIDE PARTICIPATING IN THE
General Cleanup, Scouts were busy assisting with
the setup of the temple’s fireworks for the New
Year’s Eve Service and attending Winter Camp at Camp Maluhia in December.

Members of Troop 40 have their photo taken after setting up the poles
for the New Year’s Eve fireworks.

Using the skills he learned in knot tying helped this scout secure the
rope to the pole for the firework.

Boy Scouts from Troop 40 clean the windows on the second floor of
the social hall.

Getting the scouts to get them to pose for a photo is like counting fish
in an aquarium. Trying to get them to stand still was a job.

Working together helps make the job of setting up the poles for the
fireworks an easy one for the scouts of Troop 40.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Scouts of Troop 40 participate in the opening ceremony at the Winter
Camp at Camp Maluhia.

Scouts attend class at the Winter Camp. Here scouts do their classroom assignments.

Scouts give their hand salute as they prepare for a second day in earning merit badges.

Members of Troop 40 are serious as they leave for their class. They
are prepared to learn.

One tent is up. Scouts work together to get their second tent set up so
they can decide where they will be assigned to sleep.
Scouts from Troop 40 head for the mess hall to have lunch after a
morning full of classroom work.

At camp, all is not work. There is time to enjoy lunch and get to know
your fellow scouts.

At the winter camp, boy scouts attend classes. After class work,
scouts learn by doing.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Mochi Making Project

General Clean Up Project

George Okamoto and Tony Arakaki are part of the crew that cleans the
filters for the venting system for the kitchen stoves twice a year.
Faye Araki, Joan Tamori, and Sara Jean Tokunaga prepare the mochi
for the Mochi fundraiser in December.

Nancy Shimoda, Sylvia Ishikawa, and Janet Inamasu clean the statue
of Shinran Shonin during the General Cleanup in December.
Helen Ohigashi, Stella Kuwae, Karen Murakami, and George Okamoto
enjoy the fellowship while making the mochi.

Mary Tokumaru, Mae Omuro, Florence Tanaka, and Danny Topp clean
the windows during the General Cleanup.

Ed Tamori and Molly Tokungaga get the cooked mochi ready for the
volunteers who will prepare the mochi.

Toshiko Sugiki, Helen Ohigashi, Stella Kuwae, and Yoshiko Fujiwara
are part the crew that clean the pews in the temple.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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New Year’s Eve Service

New Year’s Eve Service

Lori Kanamu, Rip Pahukoa, and Layke Yamauchi try their best to light
the 5,000 firecrackers after it got wet just before midnight.

Mayumi strikes the kansho bell to chase away the 108 evils of mankind.

After the New Year’s Eve Service, members kicked off the new year
with somen soup and other traditional food.

Grandpa Dennis Morihiro assists his grandson, Ace, in ringing the
kansho bell after the New Year’s Eve Service.

Kazuo Sugiki and sister-in-law Yurino Sugiki from California participated in the candle-lighting ceremony during the New Year’s Eve Service.

Ronald Hamai strikes the kansho bell after the New Year’s Eve Service
to represent the 108 evils of mankind.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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MLK, Jr. Peace Walk

MLK, Jr. Peace Walk

Leading the Peace Walk were members of the Maui United Buddhist
Women’s Association.

Benjamin, Kingston, and Logan, represented the Dharma School at the
MLK Jr. Peace Walk in Wailuku.

Well represented from Makawao Hongwanji at the Peace Walk were
children with their parents.

Kahului Hongwanji’s Reverend Richard Tennes joins walkers from
Lahaina Hongwanji at the Peace Walk.

Diane Kosaka, Makawao Hongwanji; Pam Murakami, Kahului
Hongwanji and Sharon Higa greets visitors to the BWA display table.
Reverend Ai Hironaka of the Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple participated in the Peace Walk, along with his children.

Members of the Buddhist Women’s Association enjoy the fellowship
before the Peace Walk.

Sharon Higa and Sharon Nohara, Lahaina Hongwanji, explain to a
visitor how to make a peace crane.
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Dana Recipient’s Family & Friends

Sokai/Shinnenkai

Reverend Murakami joins Dr. George and Wendy Choi, Michael and
Lori Munekiyo, prior to the meeting being called to order.

2016 Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award recipient Susumu Taketa is
joined by his spouse, Mae Taketa.

Shown above is the Taketa Ohana: Sheila Taketa, Susan Gushiken,
Paul Gushiken, Reverend Murakami, Mae and Susumu Taketa,
George Okamoto, and Michael Munekiyo

Richard Ouchi shows his pleasure in congratulating Susumu Taketa for
his award as Itsuyo Kusuda looks on.

Susumu Taketa receives congratulation from Frances Teshima and
Molly Tokunaga congratulate Mae Taketa for her husband’s award.

Frances Teshima, Molly Tokunaga, Machiko Moriyasu, and Tomiko
Yamagata await the start of the General Membership meeting.

Stanley Okamoto and Michael Munekiyo discuss temple business before the Sokai begins.

During the Installation of Officer Ceremony, Reverend Murakami lights
Director of Finance, Paul Hiranaga’s, candle.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Sokai/Shinnenkai

Cal Hayase points to the “Mexican Food” sign where members could
make tacos for dinner.

Lynn Yamauchi, Faith Tengan, Lance Yamauchi, and Danny Topp
assist at the “American Food” table.

Members could prepare their dinner plate at the “Asian Food” table
during the Shinnenkai.

Machiko Moriyasu shows off her dinner plate containing a variety of
dishes from the three types of food.

Sokai/Shinnenkai -

Kodomo no tame ni

Rebecca Lea holds Onawa and Rhonda Fosbinder holds Louis as they
participate in the Shinnenkai (New Year’s Party).

Sam Marie, Takashi, Louis, and Erik, took part in a dance sponsored
by the Dharma School.

Leonard Tomita is joined by his grandchildren, Mayumi, Haokea, and
Kamauoha. They seem so happy to be with Grandpa.

Kaila, Kacie, and Kiana are happy to be with Grandma June Okamoto
as she seems pleased with their behavior.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Sokai/Shinnenkai

Sokai/Shinnenkai

The WHM Strummers perform for the membership during the Shinnenkai.

Wesley Wong, Jr. and spouse, Marie place their hand in gassho.
Ethel Fujii, Mary Tokumaru, Florence Tanaka, and Eric Ikeuchi are
members of the WHM Strummers.

Sandy Hirata and Tamara Manley are in charge of the door prizes at
the Shinnenkai.

Mae Omuro, Lydia Furomoto, and Ethel Fujii attend the General Membership Meeting on January 14, 2017.

2017-2018 Officers and Directors (L to R): – Joan Tamori, Paul Hiranaga, George Okamoto, Emiko Sakagawa, Faith Tengan, Ronald Fukumoto,
Frank Hamasaki, Sandy Matsuda, Kazuo Sugiki, Eric Ikeuchi, Michael Munekiyo, Janet Kubota, Rhonda Fosbindeer, Aldon Mochida, Shinkai Murakami, Gary Murai, and Stanley Okamoto.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Cub Pack 40 is visited by
Santa

F

OR THE DEN MEETING IN
December, the scouts did many activities. They
made Reindeer antlers with panty hose and balloons
and were assisted by a few den fathers.
For community service, the scouts colored dinner
placemats for the seniors at Wailuku Hale Makua. They
colored 120 placemats for our Kupuna to enjoy on their
Christmas day dinner. Way to go, Scouts!!!

Cub Scout parents assist the boy scouts during their reindeer activity
with balloons and panty hoses at the den meeting.

Which team prepared the best reindeer antlers with balloons and panty
hose? Here scouts admired the results of their hard work in completing
the assignment.

A parent of a cub scout is shown assisting the boys prepare reindeer
antlers as one of their Christmas activities.

A BELATED MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Cub Scouts of Pack 40 show the many gifts that were presented to them by Santa. The Scouts enjoyed the evening by competing in the reindeer
antler contest and being presented with gifts. It was a fun night for all. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Parents and staff enjoyed participating in “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Ms. Hi’ilei, Grandma Yokouchi, Uncle Davin, Aunty Amber, Ms.
Crystal, Aunty Leah, and Aunty Laurie were such good sports. A job
well done!

All the excitement in the preschool with Christmas on its way! On December 13, Santa Rebo presented each child with a present. Sienna
and Ryder proudly held their gift.

Finn’s Dad Ricky visited our classroom as “The Littlest Elf” to read the
story to the children. They were so excited to have him at school.

Before going on winter break, the children had a Fun Day with many
games and chalk art on the blacktop. Cayla did an awesome artwork of
Mom and Dad.

The staff was treated to a photo with Santa! Kneeling: Ms. Amy, Ms.
Dawn, Santa, Mrs. Yoshida, and Ms. Joy. Standing: Kumu, Ms. Crystal, Ms. Lourdes, Mrs. Linda, Ms. Laweann, and Ms. Hi’ilei.
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Dis-n-Dat News
Ikeuchi Family kicks off temple screen
project; additional donations sought

T

HE IKEUCHI FAMILY KICKED OFF THE SCREEN Project
by donating $1,500. Eric Ikeuchi felt that the screen project to block off the sun in the afternoon on the “Iao Valley
Side” of the temple has been a huge success.
He approached the Board and suggested that screens be installed on the “Kahului Side” of the temple so it will block off the
sun in the morning, especially during Sunday service and when
the audio/visual system is being used. The Board accepted his
donation with gratitude and will seek bids on the installation of the
screens.
The Board suggested that an announcement be made in the
temple’s newsletter requesting donations to the screen project.
Estimated cost for the 10 screens will be $6,000.

Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
hosts Nembutsu Seminar

O

By Mike Nishimoto

N NOVEMBER 26-27, A NEMBUTSU SEMINAR was
hosted by Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. The
guest lecturer was Reverend Kiyonobu Kuwahara who is
the co-director of the BCA Center for Buddhist Education, coordinator of the Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course and
Coordinator for the International Ministerial Orientation Program.
The topic of his lecture was “Pure Land: The Workings We
Receive Here & Now.” It was a presentation of basic Buddhism
aided by slides and handouts. Reverend Kuwahara had a different
way of introducing his topic by first explaining how we can learn to
understand Buddhist teachings.
He showed silhouettes of a cylinder that looked different depending on the angle it was photographed. There was also a triangle. In
the same way, explanations of a doctrine can be interpreted in different ways depending on perspective. But there can be impossible
interpretations as shown by the triangle.
He also had a slide with pictures of a cow, skeleton of a cow and
a plate of steak. The steak is like the teachings and the skeleton
represents Buddhist doctrine. You need the framework of the doctrine to have the teaching. Through the doctrine you would have an
easier time understanding the teaching.
He also showed a slide with an apple falling from a tree. There
is more to the picture I described. The apple is falling because of
gravity. We cannot see gravity, but know it is there because we see
its effect. Rev. Kuwahara says we cannot see Amida Buddha and the
Pure Land, but we can see their workings. What he taught reminds
me that the literal words you read in Buddhist writing or Dharma messages sometimes don’t make sense because they are intended to
mean something different perhaps because they were being explained from an unfamiliar perspective.
While taking the Correspondence Course I read books from several different ministers to help me understand the Dharma because
they use different ways of explaining the teachings. If you don’t have
time or interest in reading, you could talk to different ministers or join
the KHM Ko group (Dharma discussion).

The rest of the seminar covered the traditional basic Buddhist
topics like what is Buddhism, who is a Buddhist, Buddhist paths, Nirvana, Jodo Shinshu schools and so on. Rev. Kuwahara’s presentation gave a clear understanding of selected topics in basic Buddhism.
Editor’s Note: The following article was read at the BWA Memorial
Service, which was held on December 11. A number of members
have requested that we share this well-written tribute.

A TRIBUTE TO MY MOTHER
By Helen (Tamiya) Tomita
Mothers are the souls of families, especially the Nisei. Through
good times and bad, they quietly watch over their families and are
always there to support and help their family and friends. My mother
was that kind of person. She was just "always there" for everyone.
Even as her health declined and during her last days, her presence
kept the family together.
There are many stories and experiences that I could share about
my mother as she lived for 98 years. As she reminded me many
times when she would forget something, "I've been living for this long,
I cannot remember everything already". I thought it would be appropriate that I share this story from my mom's life as we commemorate
the 75th Anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. It is just a small
piece of who my mother was.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the civilian lives of people of
Japanese ancestry and their cultural practices were scrutinized. They
were questioned, detained, and many sent away to internment facilities. It was no different on Maui.
The resident minister at Wailuku Hongwanji during that time was
Reverend Seikaku Takezono. He was a young minister from Japan
who had a local born wife and an infant daughter. As was the case for
many Japanese language teachers and ministers with ties to Japan, a
knock on the door one day at their residence led to taking him in for
questioning and his never returning home. His young wife and infant
daughter were left alone. The church members were understandably
very frightened and uncomfortable with this new situation and stayed
away. The church became off limits for a while. Alone with her infant
daughter, Mrs. Takezono was very uncomfortable when young male
officers would come and check the church and the minister's residence. Mom shared that Mrs. Takezono had contacted friends or
family on the Big Island who had given her my dad's name as she
was not allowed to leave Maui.
My parents had recently moved to Maui from the Big Island and
were not yet members of Wailuku Hongwanji. They had a young
daughter (Marion) and an infant son (Earl) at that time. My dad was
not home when Mrs. Takezono came to our house seeking help. My
mother answered the door and listened to Mrs. Takezono's story.
Without hesitation, Mom invited her to stay with them.
Mom recalled days when the air raid sirens would sound. My dad
made everyone get into the bomb shelter in our back yard and then
he left to be a volunteer emergency worker. As young as she was, my
sister even recalls being in the underground bomb shelter with Mom,
Earl, Mrs. Takezono, and her infant daughter. The shelter had a small
table with a glass jar of hard round candies, Marion's doll, and 3 gas
masks with bunny ears the military passed out for children to put on.
The war continued and Mom took care of both young families.
As the months went by, some of the tension and uncertainty in
the community slowly eased a little as the military's regulations and
rules for civilians and the Japanese community eased. At that point in
time, a few church members came by and offered to help Mrs. Take-
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zono. She returned to her church residence until she and her infant
daughter were reunited with Reverend Takezono in an internment
camp.
Reverend and Mrs. Takezono are both deceased now. In early
2015, I received a call from their son, Dr. Takesono (their last name
became Takesono). He was my sister-in-law, Flora's sister's classmate. He asked if he could meet Mom. At their request, we met Dr.
Takesono and his brother in front of the Honpa Hongwanji Betsuin.
Their older sister who was the infant girl during World War II was unable to come to Hawaii at that time. The Takesono's sons shared that
they had finally found the "missing piece" of what happened to their
mom and sister during the period their father was interned and still
separated from his family. They thanked Mom for caring for their
mother and sister during those uncertain times.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share a small piece of
my mother's life. My family and I would like to thank Reverend Murakami, Project Dana, and members of the former Rakuen Club for visiting and checking on Mom while she still lived at home. It allowed her
to "age in place" and remain in her own home as long as she did.
When her short term memory began to decline, she would still occasionally remind me to ask Masako (Sakotani) or Sylvia (Ishikawa)
about paying for her Rakuen bento and activities and whether it was
her group's turn to help with refreshments. Her life was enriched because of your kindness...okage sama de...
Thank you for remembering her at your memorial service.
Editor’s Note: The following Dharma Talk was given by Ronald
Fukumoto on Sunday, December 25. A lot of his talk was about what
he learned from his mother. The previous message, A Tribute to My
Mother by Helen (Tamiya) Tomita, also talked about her mother.
Both talks have a lot of truths on mothers—a mother’s love—a perfect message for Mother’s Day..

ENLIGHTENMENT & EVERYDAY
AWARENESS

G

By Ronald Fukumoto

OOD MORNING, MERRY CHRISTMAS, AND HAPPY belated Bodhi Day! Thank you for being here this morning. A
few months ago, George Okamoto contacted me and asked
if I would consider being a guest speaker, so I agreed to be
here today to speak about enlightenment. Enlightenment is a difficult
topic, so I decided to speak about two things: (Part I) the enlightenment of Shakyamuni Buddha in a historical context and (Part II) life
lessons that we can learn from others by being aware and alert.
Part I – Enlightenment
In our Jodo Shinshu tradition, December 8 is recognized as Bodhi Day, the day that Shakyamuni Buddha became enlightened. The
following is a brief timeline from his birth to his enlightenment.
The historical Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, was born 2,579
years ago in Northern India. His father, King Suddhodana, was a
chieftain of the Shakya clan. His mother was Queen Maya, who died
a week after giving birth to him. When Siddhartha was born, a
prophet said that he would become a great king or he would become
a great spiritual leader. To keep Siddhartha from witnessing the suffering of the everyday world, his father raised him in luxury and seclusion. Siddhartha married at the age of 16, according to custom, and
continued to live in luxury and seclusion for another 13 years.
With his attendant, he eventually ventured outside the palace
walls and witnessed the frailties of human life including old age, disease, and death. He also saw an ascetic. His attendant explained

that the ascetic was seeking a release from human suffering through
austere practices. Siddhartha was deeply moved by what he saw,
and decided to give up his kingdom, wife, and son to lead an ascetic
life.
For six years, Siddhartha lived an ascetic life that included performing difficult practices, studying, and meditating. However, he could
not achieve the spiritual release that he was seeking by enduring
pain, and refusing food and water. When he received food and water from a young girl who insisted that he needed nourishment, he
realized that harsh ascetic practices were not helping him to achieve
his goal. He then sat under a Bodhi tree and vowed not to get up
until the answers to his questions came to him. He remained there
for several days in deep thought and the answers that he was seeking for many years came to him. He became enlightened. In his first
sermon, he explained the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path.
Today, it is nearly 2,600 years after Shakyamuni Buddha attained enlightenment and started the Dharma wheel in motion. The
Dharma continues to be relevant today.
Part II - Everyday Awareness
This morning, I wanted to share some insights about what we
can learn from others by being aware and alert. I call it everyday
awareness. Everyday awareness is by no means enlightenment, but
perhaps the first step towards it.
Like you, my life is filled with many activities that range from work
commitments, family matters, and community activities. These are a
few examples. Throughout the year, our engineering company has
been busy with many projects. I’ve been involved with wrapping up
many of our old projects and starting on many new projects. In my
personal life, my wife, Kay, and I travelled to Las Vegas and San
Jose in April with my mother to celebrate her 91st birthday, and to see
our son Mitchell perform in San Jose Taiko’s Rhythm Spirit concert.
Mitchell is a software engineer with Facebook and in his spare time
performs with San Jose Taiko. Kay and I also travelled to Japan with
Maui Taiko in July to perform in the Fukushima Taiko Festival. To
prepare for the performance, Maui Taiko spent many, many hours
rehearsing everything from playing the songs to moving equipment.
Besides work and family time, I’ve been involved with our Wailuku
Hongwanji Mission Properties Committee that has planned and coordinated many projects for the temple. With a full schedule of activities, my usual routine is take care of one activity and to move on to
the next.
All of this “busy-ness” came to a halt when my mother passed
away in August. My mother had been living with us for six years.
Although she had some health challenges, she was stable for many
years, so her death was unexpected. I selfishly expected her to live
to 100. At her funeral, my brother, son, nephew, and niece shared
their memories of her and life lessons that they learned from her such
as being patient, kind, and thoughtful.
I also had the opportunity to share my memories of her and life
lessons that I learned from her at our engineering company’s annual
Christmas party. I’d like to share them with you this morning. Unlike
my father, Mom would never sit us down and give us advice. Instead,
she quietly led by example.
Life Lesson 1: Appreciate what you have. After Mom and Dad
got married, they moved into Dad’s old house. Our family lived in that
house for about 10 years. Dad wrote in his memoirs about growing
up in the old house when he was young. “We had an old plantation
home which was used and used again. This home had only two
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rooms. …Our house was a convenient home. We had whatever was
needed to make it comfortable for living. But I think this house was
built strictly for sunny weather. When it rains you would see buckets
and pans all over the house to catch the dripping rain.” I remember
those buckets and pans in the house during rainy weather when I was
growing up. There was a separate building for the kitchen and dining
room. Mom cooked on a kerosene stove. She even baked pies in an
“oven,” essentially a metal box that was placed on the stove. There
was no bathroom inside the house. Instead, there was a separate
bath area with a broken down furo. I remember it being dark and
dingy in the bath area. I think the furo leaked and was not in operating condition, so we took baths in a homemade tub, a wooden chest
that was lined with fiberglass and resin. There was no toilet in the
house. We had to use an outhouse in the backyard. Living in the old
house was a definite downgrade for Mom since she had been living in
a modern house before she got married. Despite all of its shortcomings, Mom made the old house her home for 10 years with no complaints.
Life Lesson 2: Try new things. I wouldn’t consider Mom a picky
eater, but there were two foods that she did not eat: eggs and sashimi. Many years ago, I remember Kay’s aunt from Japan preparing a
special meal for the family that included an egg and seasoned mushroom rice bowl or donburi. Mom refused to eat it even at the risk of
being impolite. Mom was quite direct and told Kay’s aunt—I don’t eat
eggs! However, after living with us for six years, those foods that she
didn’t like eventually became part of her diet. She eventually ate
omelets wrapped in tortillas for breakfast and a couple of pieces of
sashimi as a side dish for dinner. My sister and brother were amazed
when they heard about this. She was 85 years old when she acquired the taste for eggs and sashimi.
Life Lesson 3: Hone your craft. Mom was an expert at crocheting. She made hundreds of crochet craft items including blankets,
doilies, lei, ornaments, and mini Christmas trees. She loved to make
these items to give away to family and friends. How did she become
an expert? Practice, practice, and more practice. She crocheted
almost every day. During the weekdays, she would attend the day
health program at Hale Makua and would always bring her bag,
thread, and crochet needle. When she was not playing solitaire on
her iPad, she would be working on a crochet project or other craft
project. Hone your craft applies to many things including your studies, your career, and your personal relationships. Becoming good at
what you do requires practice, practice, and more practice.
Mom’s life lessons again were: 1. Appreciate what you have. 2.
Try new things. 3. Hone your craft. I learned a lot from her by her
actions and words.
To conclude, I feel there are many opportunities to learn from
people in our lives. These people could be our parents, grandparents, siblings, and other family members; our teachers; our religious
leaders; and our friends. We can even learn from perfect strangers.
Every day, all around us, there are many acts of kindness and generosity, expressions of gratitude and goodwill, and stories of courage
and strength. There are so many wonderful life lessons to learn from
everyone—and it starts with everyday awareness.
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Hoji Memorial Services (February)
Date

Feb. 4
Feb. 12
Feb. 20

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Chiyoko Nakamura (MYO KO) Age 103, P.O.
Box 26385, Honolulu 96825; passed away on December 17, 2016.
Thomas Nomura (JO NEN) Age 73, P.O. Box
764, Wailuku; passed away on January 4, 2017.

Feb. 15
Feb. 20
Feb. 27
Feb. 7
Feb. 4
Feb. 5
Feb. 25

Feb. 19

Name

1st Year – 2016
Fujimoto, Charles Taiji (TI GAN)
Kawashima, Ichiko Doris (RYO DO)
3rd Year – 2015
Terada, Nobue (SHIN GYO)
7th Year – 2011
Kawamata, Yoshiko (MYO KO)
Fukumoto, Dorothy (JI SHIN)
Ota, Elsie (REI YU)
17th Year – 2001
Nakamoto, Casey (SHO SOU)
25th Year – 1993
Imai, Hatsuno (MYO SEN)
Matsui, Machiyo (KYO SHO)
Katsutani, George (GAN SHO)
33rd Year – 1985
Fujii, Tsuruko (KO GE)
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