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Scoutmaster David Merchant and Cubmaster Chad FuThe award was presented by Dana Award chairman Ronald
kunaga stated that the Scouts and Cubs annually commeFukumoto and Reverend Shinkai Murakami.
morate Scout Sunday on the first Sunday in February. This
Mary Tokumaru was recognized for her active practice of
event commemorates the founding of the Boy Scouts of
dana as shown in her many positive contributions to the temple
America via a National Charter from Congress on February
and community. She is a kind and generous person who can be
8, 1910. Scout Sunday is celebrated by thousands of Scouts
counted on to help whenever and wherever help is needed. She is
each year at churches throughout the United States.
a temple choir member and has attended several Hawaii ChoralScouting supports the spiritual view of life that underlies
fests. She was recognized for her commitment to our temple
the teaching of all denominations and faiths. Scoutmaster
and her assistance to the Buddhist Women’s Association
Merchant would like to invite parents, grandparents, and
and in other activities.
friends to take part in the service. He invites everyone to
enjoy the refreshments that will be served after the service.
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Special Eitaikyo (Perpetual Memorial)
Service to be held on Saturday, February 17



SPECIAL EITAIKYO SERVICE WILL BE HELD ON Saturday, February 17, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Reverend
Shinkai Murakami invites all members to attend this special service. This Eitaikyo Service is special because it is being
held for all departed members of our temple, especially individuals who have been placed in our temple’s Eitaikyo Register.
This service gives us the opportunity to quietly meditate or
reflect upon the cherished memories of the deceased and remind us of the impermanency of life. This helps us realize our
own changing existence. As we recall the countless benefits
bestowed upon us by the deceased, there arises within us a
feeling of gratitude toward the deceased and others for making
life possible for us.
The word Eitaikyo actually means "perpetual sutra." Eitai
means "perpetual" and kyo means "sutra," or "teaching of
Buddha." The term "Eitaikyo" is defined as a "perpetual memorial service."
The Eitaikyo Service was started because members
wished that the Buddha’s teachings would continue to their
descendants from generation to generation, and they established the Eitaikyo Fund for the maintaining of their Sangha or
temple. The Eitaikyo fund is a separate fund from the temple's

Mary Tokumaru, recipient of the 2017 Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award is
pictured with Reverend Murakami and Dana Award Chair Ronald Fukumoto, who made the presentation on behalf of the Fukunaga ohana..
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Surprise visitors
Namo Amida Butsu

W

AILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION IS ALWAYS
welcoming new, as well as old friends and visitors, to our Wailuku Hongwanji Temple.
The other day, I received a telephone call from a high
school student. He said, "We are students from St. Anthony
High School. Our school is a Catholic school but we have to
learn about other religions and since Wailuku Hongwanji is a
Buddhist temple, we would like to learn about the Buddhist
teachings, history of Buddha, and about the Wailuku Hongwanji Temple. Also, Rev. Murakami, you know our pastor, Father
Bunta, so we would like to visit. May we visit your temple?"
I accepted their request to visit and set a date for them to
visit. When they came to the temple, all the students were kind
of curious. I welcomed the students and shook their hands.
When they entered, one of the students started by saying the
following, "What's that smell? It's not too bad." Another said,
"This church is kind of big and it is so quiet."
I welcomed them in and explained to them about the history of Buddhism, our Wailuku Hongwanji Mission and our Altar.
During my explanation they seemed very interested as they
listened about the history of the Buddhism and our Wailuku
Hongwanji Mission. After my explanation we had a question
and answer session.
Wow, they asked me so many questions. Both the students and I really had a great time. One of the questions was
"Why is the altar area gold, and why is the Buddha standing?"
Have you ever thought about this? I think at the temple services I have explained this several times.
"The gold never fades, and does not change color, so the
color of the Gold represents the Pure Amida Buddha's guidance and Land of the Buddha, It is an infinite and shining light
that is always reaching into our heart and showing us the path
of truth. The statue of the Buddha standing means he is ready
to come to our place to save us, and take us to the Land of the
Buddha."
Another question was "What is the meaning of putting your
hands together — which we call, Gassho?" There are many
ways of understanding the meaning of Gassho, but one of the
beliefs in India, is showing others that you are respecting them.
I don't know when the form of the Gassho started but history
says that people started this form about 4,000 to 5,000 years
ago. In India they started using this form about 3,000 to 3,500
years ago as one of the daily forms of greeting, expressing
gratitude, respecting others, and so forth.

Buddhism accepted this beautiful form as a great gesture
of respect, gratitude, and sincere expression of the human
heart around 500 BC. One of the Saint Anthony High School
students said to me and said, "Even if Catholicism is a different
religion, we do have similar types of forms when we see a
CROSS or Our Homages."
So, I asked them the following question, "Why do you put
your hands together and bow to the CROSS or your Homages?" The students replied, "This form is our sincere respect,
prayer, and thankfulness to Jesus and God." So, I told them as
follows: "Yes, that is a great answer, all of you respect Jesus
and God so you kneel down and pay your respects towards the
CROSS or Homages with your hands together. We Buddhists
also respect our Homages called `Amida Buddha — Infinite
Light and Infinite Life' and express our sincere gratitude and
appreciation for his great and spiritual guidance. So the form of
Gassho which is two palms together is our way of expressing
our sincere gratitude and appreciation that we are receiving His
infinite wisdom and compassion." While I was explaining to
them, they took some notes and told me that "We will make
a good report to our teacher regarding our World Religions
Class, Thank you Reverend Murakami."
Through sharing our Wailuku Hongwanji temple and
some of our rituals, I was able to learn other religious
people's sincere hearts and enthusiasm to learn other religions and at the same time I firmly felt the warm feeling of
Amida Buddha's infinite wisdom and compassion giving me
this wonderful opportunity to experience.
I firmly feel the following passage is very important in our
lives.
"Everybody is somebody we can learn from. When we
see the virtues of others, we should adopt them as our own.
When we see the wrongs of others, we should reflect upon
ourselves for the same faults. Buddhism is a teaching that
shows us how to live a happy, fulfilling and content life." (A
Path To True Happiness)
Namo Amida Butsu
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori ...................................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki .............................................................................. Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda ................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ....................................................................................... Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ......................................................................... Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ............................................................................... Mrs. Karen Yoshida
STEM Scouting .................................................................. Mrs. Courtnie Morihiro
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Wailuku Hongwanji to celebrate 120th
Anniversary in 2019

A

S MANY OF YOU KNOW, WAILUKU HONGWANJI
was founded in 1899, and the year 2019 will mark
our temple’s 120th anniversary. To commemorate
this significant milestone, Wailuku Hongwanji is planning a
special anniversary service to be held on Sunday, October
20, 2019. Although still many months away, a 120th Anniversary Committee has been organized to plan the event.
Among the activities anticipated for that special Sunday
service is a Keirokai recognition for those members who will
be 80 years and older. Following the service, a luncheon and
program is being planned. The 120th Anniversary Committee
will also be seeking donation support from temple members
and community businesses to help carry out a 120th Anniversary Project.
More information on the 120th Anniversary event and
project will be forthcoming as the Committee further embarks
on its planning work.

Welcome to Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple

I

N THIS MODERN WORLD IT’S EASY TO GET swept
away by our busy and complicated lives. Whether it be
travelling to and from our many activities, caring for
our loved ones, or being plugged in to one of our many devices, our minds are constantly moving. Taking the time to
stop, breathe, and realize the beauty in everything around us
is something everyone can benefit from.
One of the most common comments we hear from
people who first enter our temple is the sudden feeling of
peace and calm that overcomes them. Our temple is specially designed to do just that…to make you feel at peace.
Here at Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple we have
weekly Sunday services that are open to everyone. If you
have children, bring them along. We have a fun and interactive children’s program on Sunday aimed at giving your children the foundations they will need to live a life of compassion.
We also offer a wide range of seminars and classes on
Buddhism and meditation, as well as special interest topics
with guest speakers in different fields of life planning.
Our goal is to help you reach a place of peace and compassion that you can carry with you at all times.
The community in our temple is very accepting and we
embrace the understanding that every person who walks
through our doors is an important and valued addition to our
community.
Thank you for reading about our temple and please
know that you are welcome to come to any of our services or
join in one of our many activities. We look forward to seeing
you!

Gojikai dues for 2018 is being collected

M

EMBERS ARE REMINDED TO RENEW THEIR
annual gojikai dues for the Year 2018. A reminder
letter was sent to members in January. Your board
recommends that the following guideline be used to determine
one’s dues. It recommended that a household with two or more
persons (i.e., couples and couples with children) pay $20-$30
per month; one member household (i.e., member living alone)
pay $12-$15 per month. However, members may renew their
dues at any amount that meets their ability to pay.
According to board chair Michael Munekiyo, no one will be
excluded from membership based on the amount of gojikai
paid. He stated that by paying their gojikai, a member signifies
a renewed commitment on his/her part to become a full-fledged
member of the Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.
For the year 2017 the chart below shows the range of gojikai payments made by members.
Gojikai Range
Members
Per Cent
$0 - $49
(6)
7
.0211
$50 - $99
(18)
12
.0361
$100 - $149
(54)
45
.1355
$150 - $199
(48)
46
.1386
$200 - $249
(74)
100
.3012
$250 - $299
(21)
21
.0633
$300 - $349
(38)
37
.1114
$350 - $399
(29)
31
.0934
$400 - $449
(13)
8
.0242
$450 - $499
(2)
3
.0090
$500 - $549
(11)
7
.0211
$550 - $599
(0)
1
.0030
$600 - $649
(4)
7
.0211
$650 - $699
(1)
0
.0000
$700 - $799
(1)
0
.0000
$800 - $899
(1)
1
.0030
$900 - $999
(0)
1
.0030
$1,000 – $1,499
(6)
3
.0090
$1,500 - $2,499
(1)
1
.0030
$2,500 - $3,600
(2)
1
.0030
Total Paid Members
(331)
332
100%
( ) indicates 2016 membership

Three important observances in Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism
o Shrinran Shonin’s Hōonko Service is held during the
month of January near the day of his death (January 16).
Our temple held its service on January 28.
o Hana Matsuri is held near the date of Buddha’s birthday
(April 8). The Central Maui Hanamatsuri will be held on
Sunday, April 1, and Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
will hold its Hanamatsuri on Sunday, April 8.
o Gotan-e is held near the date of Shinran Shonin’s birthday
(May 21). Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple will hold its
Gotan-e on May 13—Mother’s Day. He founded the Jodo
Shinshu or Pure Land Buddhism for the ordinary people.
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Affiliate organizations

BWA continues to assist “A Cup of
Cold Water”

Buddhist Women’s News

WA MEMBERS WILL CONTINUE TO team
up with “A Cup of Cold Water (ACCW), a
community outreach program, to make
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches once a month
to feed the poor and homeless.
On the third Wednesday of each month, BWA
members will deliver sandwiches to “A Cup of
Cold Water” to be distributed by their community
care-van to the needy of Maui. The sandwiches
will be prepared by teams of volunteers on a rotational basis. If you would like to sign up to join a
team, please contact Sandy Hirata, chair of this
Dana project.

Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA to hold Sokai (General Membership Meeting) on February 11

T

HE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
Sokai will be held on Sunday, February 11, starting
with regular Sunday Service at 8:00 a.m. Members
will preview the program for the year and participate in creating Valentine favors for clients at the Maui Adult Day Care
Center at the Nisei Veterans’ Memorial Center site. Brunch
will follow at the Kahili Restaurant. The schedule for the
day’s activities is as follows:
8:00 a.m. Temple Service at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
9:00 a.m. BWA meeting at the temple
10:00 a.m. Activity in the Social Hall
11:00 a.m. Brunch at Kahili Restaurant
1:00 p.m. Return to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
The cost of the brunch is $20 per person. There will be
no bus transportation; members will car pool to the Kahili
Restaurant. Please indicate at sign up if you require transportation. Members attending the Sokai Brunch are asked to
bring one wrapped $10 gift and one white elephant gift.
These gifts will be exchanged among attendees.

B

MUBWA members participate in the
Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration

M

AUI UNITED BWA MEMBERS PARTICIPATED in the Martin Luther King, Jr.
celebration on Monday, January 15, at
the Stone of Hope Monument fronting the County
Building.
Following the opening ceremonies,
MUBWA participants led the symbolic peace
march around the county block. MUBWA members distributed cranes for peace and invited
members of the public to fold origami cranes.

BWA collects 2018 dues

BWA welcomes two new members

REASURER SANDY MATSUDA
would like to remind BWA members
to pay their annual dues of $20 as
soon as possible. Annual dues for members 85 years and older are $5. Dues for associate members (homebound or in health care facilities) are also $5.
Payment may be made in the temple office or mailed to
BWA, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI 96793.

EMBERS OF THE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION extend a warm
welcome to Lori Kanamu and Michiko
Sato who joined our Dharma ohana in January.
Lori Kanamu is the daughter of BWA member
Emiko Sakagawa. She works as a custodian at
the temple. She and husband, Leslie, have three
children. Her talents include making leis and crafting.
Michiko Sato and husband, Yoshio, recently
moved to Maui from Japan. She is employed at
Ichiban Okazuya. Her talents include traditional
Japanese dance.



Kubota to lead BWA for 2018

J

ANET KUBOTA WILL
continue as President of
the Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Women’s Association
for her final year as club president. Other officers will continue
as Vice-President Gwen Hiraga;
Recording Secretary Mary Tokumaru; Corresponding Secretary Barbara Parr; Treasurer Sandy Matsuda; Assistant
Treasurer Mae Omuro; and Co-Historians Gail Kushiyama
and Sharon Higa.
Reverend Shinkai and Mrs. Minae Murakami serve as
advisors to the organization.

M

Hosha for February and March
February 1, 2018

Groups 3 and 5

February 15, 2018

Groups 2 and 4

March 1, 2018

Groups 1 and 6

March 11, 2018

Spring Ohigan
(Group E)

March 15, 2018

Groups 3 and 5
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Sandra Hirata, Reporter

school on February 23rd because of the Gakugeikai. (See next article)

No Dharma School Assignment on
Scout Sunday, February 4

Gakugeikai (performance arts show)
to be held on February 23

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE WELCOMED to attend the Scout Sunday service on February 4. Students are encouraged to attend the service and support the activities of the Scouts. Mrs. Minae Murakami will be
the organist.

TUDENTS AT WAILUKU HONGWANJI GAKUEN
would like to invite you to their annual gakugeikai on
Friday, February 23, in the Social Hall beginning at 5:15
p.m. No school will be held on Friday. Each class will showcase their skills.
The students have begun planning their presentation,
while others have already begun to rehearse their scripts.
The students in each grade are preparing the necessary materials (scenery, large and small props, etc.) for the gakugeikai. Also, there will be many parents assisting with preparations on the day of the event. Following the gakugeikai, refreshments will be served.

Dharma School News

D

Adults to host Sunday Service on February 11

A

DULT VOLUNTEERS WILL BE HOSTING
the Sunday Service on February 11, beginning at 8 a.m. Stanley Okamoto will ring
the kansho bell. Adult volunteers will read the
aspiration, collect the offerings, and greet visitors.
The once-a-month Dharma School classes will
be held after the service.

Donavan Ikeuchi to MC Sunday
Service on February 18

D

ONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL BE THE Master
of Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on
February 18, beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing
the kansho bell will be Tom Shuster and Benjamin Komine will read the aspiration. Mason Kurokawa, Erik Tsai and Logan Tamori will be greeters and will do the collection of offerings.

George Borg to be guest speaker at
Family Service on February 25

G

EORGE BORG WILL BE THE GUEST
speaker at the Family Service on Sunday,
February 25, beginning at 8 a.m. Tom Shuster will be the Master of Ceremonies. Donna
Ikeuchi will ring the kansho bell and Louis Fosbinder will read the aspiration. Mieko Kurokawa
and Sam Marie Quipotla will be the greeters and
will also do the collection of offerings.

Gakuen News
No school days for February are listed

P

RINCIPAL SHINKAI MURAKAMI REMINDS students and parents that there
will be no Japanese Language School on
Friday, February 2nd because of a DOE Planning and Collaboration Day; on Wednesday, February 15th because of a DOE Institute Day, and
on Monday, February 19th because of the President’s Day holiday. In addition, there will be no



Japanese Language School plans Cultural Day for Friday, March 2

G

AKUEN STUDENTS WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN
Cultural Day activities on Friday, March 2. Since
March 3rd is Girl’s Day, students will learn about the
Japanese doll festival and make a doll from paper using the
origami technique. The lesson is to introduce children to Japan and Japanese cultural traditions.

Gakuen to hold “Field Day” at Keopuolani Park on March 10

S

TUDENTS IN THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
will be holding a “Field Day” at Keopuolani Park on Saturday, March 10, beginning at 9 a.m. The purpose of
the “Field Day” is to provide students with the opportunity to
display their skills and to enjoy fellowship with other students.
Games planned for the students include: three-legged
race, tug-o-war, ball throw, sack race, kick ball, water balloon
toss, donut-on-a-string, etc.

Spring Break and Kuhio Day are “no
school days” for Gakuen in March

T

HERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL FOR GAKUEN, during
the Spring Break and Kuhio Day. Spring break begins on Monday, March 19 through Friday, March 23.
On Monday, March 26, there is no Japanese Language
School because of the Prince Kuhio Day holiday. School
resumes on Tuesday, March 27.

Quotes
“Rumors are carried by haters, spread by fools,
and accepted by idiots.”
“The greatest advantage of speaking the truth is
that you don’t have to remember what you said.”
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Troop 40 scouts help hotel “make a difference”
By Chris Rabang, General Manager,
Westin Nanea Ocean Villas

T

HROUGHOUT 2017, THE WESTIN NANEA
OCEAN Villas has focused on its commitment to
culture, community, and sustainability. Proudly exemplifying all three of these pillars, the team recently partnered with Boy Scouts of Troop 40 in Wailuku on waste diversion efforts. Associates separated the property's aluminum cans, plastic bottles, and glass bottles, and the scouts
loaded and delivered them to the island recycling center.
Over the course of just a few months, the Troop 40 Boy
Scouts were able to redeem the recyclables for $1,000.
These funds were then generously donated back to purchase Hawaiiana books, a bookshelf, and some stuffed toys
(for the students of Pūnana Leo o Lahaina, a Hawaiian Language Immersion Pre-K school). Before delivering the books
four boy scouts from Troop 40 assembled the bookshelf at
Wailuku Hongwanii Buddhist Temple providing them an opportunity to earn Community Service badges.

Troop 40 scouts begin their 5-mile hike over the Pali from Ma’alae’a to
Olowalu. It was the step toward earning their Hiking Merit Badge.

For members of Troop 40, the view of the mountain was spectacular;
they take time to view the mountain to the ocean.

D’Marco, Austin, Adam, and William are pictured with the check they
presented to Punana Leo o Lahaina for the money earned in their recycling project with the help of Westin Nanea Ocean Villas.

Westin Nanea Ocean Villas associates are pictured above presenting
Hawaiiana books and toys to Pu Pūnana Leo o Lahaina from proceeds
earned by Troop 40 in conjunction with a partnership with the hotel’s
recycling program.

Scouts hiked down the steep terrain on the Pali Trail and then camped
overnight at Camp Olowalu.
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►Davin shares his
journey to Eagle Scout
with scouts from Troop
40, shortly after passing his Eagle Board of
Review.
Congratulations, Davin!
We’re
proud of you.

Jonathan, Tristen, Caden, and Nick clean the windows in one of the
classrooms in the social hall building on general clean-up day.

Scouts Derek, Riley, Gaige, and Galen get ready to celan the classroom windows.

Caden (with certificate) was elected by the scouts of Troop 40 to the
Order of the Arrow, Boy Scouting’s honor society, where he will join
other Troop 40 scouts Jonathan (at left) and Eddie (not pictured).

At their annual Christmas Party, Troop 40 scouts donated toys to Friends of the Children’s Justice Center. Executive Director Paul Tonnesson expressed appreciation to the scouts, stating, “You have shown all of us the true meaning of giving and the value of the scouts honor to our community.”
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SOKAI activities

Mary Tokumaru, 2017 Fukunaga Dana Award recipient, is pictured with
her family,

Attending the 2017 Sokai-Shinnenkai were the Godfrey ohana who
were welcomed as new members. They are Lea, Travler, Matt, and
Hunter. In the background is Kingston who joined the Godfrey.

Lori Munekiyo, Sandy Matsuda, and Susan Gushiken are part of the
committee who prepared the Sokai-Shinnenkai.

Machiko Moriyasu, Florence Tanaka, and Nancy Shimoda come prepared to celebrate the annual New Year’s Party at the temple.

Pictured above are the family of Kory, Kellen, Sophia, and Samantha
Takamura who were welcomed as new members of our temple.

Janet Kubota, Sylvia Ishikawa, Grace Hamasaki, and Margaret Honda
wait for the Sokai to begin.

Frances Teshima, Yoshiko Fujiwara, Stella Kuwae and Reverend Murakami attend the General Membership meeting on January 13.

Lance and Layce Yamauchi, along with Stanley Okamoto, wait for the
dinner to be served at the Shinnenkai at the social hall.
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SHINNENKAI activities

Members of the Dharma Strummers Mae Omuro, Florence Tanaka,
Eric Ikeuchi, Barbara Parr, Sandy Hirata, Ethel Fujii, Lydia Furomoto,
Jane Shinoda, and Danny Topp performed at the Shinnenkai.

Karsten and Jencyn are welcomed to the Sokai/Shinnenkai by Reverend Murakami.

Parents, along with Dharma School students, sing at the New Year’s
party in the social hall

Students and parents of the Dharma School program sing “We Are
Ohana” at the Shinnenkai on January 13.

Sandra Hirata, Sandy Matsuda, and Janet Kubota, are members of the
Shinnenkai’s “prize committee” and is shown with a basket full of attendees’ name.

The Dharma School students entertained the membership at the Shinnenkai held at the social hall on January 13.

Marie and Wesley Wong, Jr. participate in the annual Sokai and Shinnenkai held at the temple on January 13.
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Dharma School students, parents, and staff take part in the Martin
Luther King Jr.’s Peace March on January 15.

Students in the Japanese Language School program display their calligraphy during their cultural day activity.

Standing in front of the Martin Luther King Jr.’s memorial are Logan
and Elizabeth Tamori after they participated in the King’s Peace March.

Japanese Langauge School student Amaya, practices her calligraphy
skills using the paint brush to make her sign.

Members of the Maui United Buddhist Women’s Association wait for
the peace march to begin.

Japanese Language School student Jencyn has her calligraphy sign
Ace, a Dharma School student, participated in the Martin Luther King
almost perfect. She’ll now paint her name on the final paper.
Peace March on January 15.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
- 10 -

Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Merry Christmas!!! Ho! Ho! Ho!

In December, the children sang lots of Christmas songs. One of their
favorites is “The 12 Days of Christmas.” Erik, his mom and brother;
Tyler, his mom and sister; Colten his mom; and Kenzie and his grandma all participated by singing the song and doing the motions.

To round out the year, the children were so excited to meet Santa
Claus! Kason, Sydney, and Erik posed for a picture with Santa.

Mahalo, MAPA Performers!!!

Cash, Xoe, and Chance were experimenting and playing with pretend
“snow” and “Floof” to create snowmen. Each month our science table
theme changes and the children explore with various activities.

The children were being a great audience when performers from the MAPA program visited our school. They did an excellent show called “The Fisherman and His Wife.”
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Dis-n-Dat News
106th Legislative Assembly set for February 9-10

T

HE 106TH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (GISEIKAI) WILL
be held at the Honpa Hongwanji Betsuin on February 910. The Legislative Assembly will begin on Friday, February 9, with registration beginning at 8 a.m. The Assembly will
end at 5 p.m. and resume on Saturday, February 10, at 8 a.m.
The primary purpose of the assembly is to prepare the
Honpa Hongwanji’s budget and determine the assessment for
each temple. In addition, the assembly receives reports, considers resolutions, and enjoys fellowship among the delegates.
Reverend Murakami, Michael Munekiyo, Gary Murai, and Tamara Manley will be representing our temple. Registration fee
for delegates and observers is $100 per person.
The annual event will end with the Living Treasures of Hawaii Awards Aloha Banquet on Saturday, February 10, at the
Hilton Hawaiian Village, Coral Ballroom. For the past 40 years,
Honpa Hongwanji Mission has honored special people in Hawaii, naming them “Living Treasures.” Recipients for this year’s
awards are Dr. Michaell Eli, Hailama Farden, Mary Jo Freshley,
Takejiro Higa, and Gordon “umi” Kai. These people contributed
to the community, shared a commonality—their lives have not
been spent in seeking rewards but in merely seeking to serve.

Graduates’ Banquet to be held on
April 12

T

HE WAILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION 2018 GRADUATES' Banquet will be held at Miko’s Cuisine, 1764
Wili Pa Loop, in Wailuku on April 12, 2018, beginning at
5:30 p.m. The banquet will commence with a brief baccalaureate service conducted by the Reverend Shinkai Murakami.
The keynote speaker and cost of the dinner will be announced
in the next newsletter.
A list of 2018 graduates is currently being compiled. Members can help the committee prepare the list by providing them
with known graduates. Please call Shelley Quipotla or Sharon
Higa (244-0406) as soon as possible so no graduates are left
off the list. Please note that a student's family need not be
temple members or even of the same religion to attend the
banquet. The main purpose of this event is to extend congratulations and best wishes to graduating seniors, who through their
membership or their participation in temple sponsored activities,
have been a part of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission family.

been installed because they need to be secured. Because
the benches are fairly light (47 pounds), we did not want it to
“walk away.” A plaque has been placed on each donor’s
bench. Once again, thank you for your support.

Thank you, photographers!

W

ITHOUT THE HELP OF THE PHOTOGRAPHERS,
the six pages of color photos in each issue could
not be done. I would like to thank Janet Kubota,
Danny Topp, Joan Tamori, Lynn Yamauchi, Cary Honda,
Sharon Higa, Karen Yoshida, and Shelley Pellegrino for providing me with their photos. These individuals are the unsung heroes. It is difficult for me to select the photos. By the
way, I am biased to having children photos in the newsletter.
Sorry about that.

A bit about temple’s office hours

A

S YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED, OUR TEMPLE’S business hours have changed. The administrative staff
and the Board of Directors, have determined that because very little business is conducted in the afternoon, having a paid staff member in the afternoon was not cost effective. However, in an effort to best serve our members and
visitors, office hours will now be 7:30 a.m. to 12 noon, and
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The office will be closed for lunch
from 12 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Reverend Murakami will be in the office or in the Gakuen
classroom from 1 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. except for Tuesday (his
day off). When he is off campus, volunteers will be asked to
work in the office. If, on occasional instances, no one is in
the office in the afternoon, Reverend Murakami will have telephone calls forwarded to his cell phone, and he will respond
as soon as possible. You may call 244-0406 and he call you
back. You may call Reverend Murakami direct. His cell
phone number is: 214-3067.

Organist Needed

Business Manager’s Message
By Franklin Hamasaki

To the donors of the new benches:
Thank you!

T

O TEMPLE MEMBERS WHO DONATED TO THE
“Bench Fund,” thank you. Most of the benches are in
place in the courtyard. These 30 benches are convertibles—bench or picnic table. A few of the benches have not

Please contact Joan Tamori if you are able to
donate your time and be one of our temple’s
organist. Email: jtamori@yahoo.com
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acknowledgments
KYODAN
Agena, Kazuo & Janet – In memory of Hidekichi & Rito Yamashita
Amaral, Gordon & June – In memory of Matsuo & Kiyoko
Inouye
Endo, Eugene Interiors
Hamasaki, Grace T. – In memory of Joyce Baker
Hiranaga, Tom – In memory of Miyoko Hiranaga
Ibara, Richard
Inamasu, Kimiko – In memory of Yoshito Inamasu
Kajiwara, Wayne & Evelyn
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce – In memory of Clara Sodetani
Kusuda, Itsuyo
Lam, Tom & Krystene – In memory of Clara Sodetani & Yukie Kawahara
Maeda, Clyde – In memory of Tashiro Family
Miyazaki, Alan – In memory of Masato & Tsugio Miyazaki
Nishioka, Toshio & Florence – In memory of Johei Nishioka
& Family
Otsuka, Curtis
Pellegrino, Shelley & David Merchant
Sera, Sadao – In memory of Risaku & Tamae Sera
Shimada, George
Sodetani, F.S. – In memory of Douglas & Clara Sodetani
Family and Senkichi & Ariyo Sodetani Family
Sodetani Family, LLC – In memory of Douglas & Clara Sodetani Family and Senkichi & Ariyo Sodetani Family
Sodetani, Lisa – In memory of Douglas & Clara Sodetani
Sodetani, Lloyd & Sharon – In memory of Douglas and Clara
Sodetani
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Thomas Oura
Tokunaga, Sarajean – In memory of Donald & Alice Tokunaga. Aaron “Oscar” Tokunaga, Mariye Tokunaga Lau,
Chaz Tokunaga, and Kazuo Sugiki
Yoshimori, James
FUKUNAGA DANA AWARD
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha (Refreshment)
DHARMA SCHOOL
Hashi, James & Takane
HONOTOMO
Nishizawa, D.I. & G.S. Uechi
Uechi, G. S. & Nishizawa, D.I.
SOCIAL CONCERN
Tanaka, Robert & Doris

HŌ ONKŌ
Miyamoto, Harriette & Richard
Ouchi, Dennis
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
CUB SCOUTS
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
BOY SCOUTS
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
OBON DONATION
Shoda, Yukimi
NEW YEAR’S DONATIONS
Akai, Gerald & Joan
Arconado, Diane Ohashi
Endo, Calvin & Kayoko
Evans, Gale
Hamai, Ronald & Hamai-Iwamoto, Gail
Hamasaki, Frank & Elaine
Hashi, James & Takane
Hashibe, Audree
Hiraga, Roy & Gwen
Hirata, Sandra
Honda, Kikuo & Peggy
Honda, Margaret
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Imoto, Molly
Izutsu, Amy
Izutsu, Brent
Kaneda, Calvin & Terri
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce
Kimura, Stella
Kunimitsu, Lester
Kurisu, Carol Mae & Jane
Kushiyama, Gail
Kuwae, Stella
Miyamoto, Harriette & Richard
Ohigashi, Helen
Omuro, Mae
Omuro-Osaki, Robyn
Ouchi, Richard & Patsy
Saiki, Noreen
Sakagawa, Kenneth & Emiko
Sato, Tommy & Jane
Shinoda, Jane
Shoda, Yukimi
Sugiki, Shigemi
Tanaka, Florence
Tomita, Leonard & Patricia
Toyama, Raymond & Betty
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Wakamatsu, Mary
Yokoyama, Elaine

Hoji Memorial Services (February)
Date

Name
st

NOKOTSUDO
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
Griffon, Karen K. – In memory of the Ogawa Family
Hashi, James & Takane – In memory of Richard, Alma, &
Chiyo Hashi
Kaneyama, Wayne & Lena – In memory of Nobue, Minoru &
Juji Hanada
Koja, Jane & Irving – In memory of Joan Tomokiyo
Koja, Jane & Irving – In memory of Tomokiyo Family
Ogawa, Katsuaki, & Helene – In memory of Kesaji, Kesajiro
& Haruyo Ogawa
Takenishi, Sidney – In memory of Shigeo & Yoshiko Ikeda
Tanaka, Robert & Doris
Tokishi, Willie & Sachi – In memory of Chitoshi & Tsuruo
Matsui
Tokumaru, Thomas
Tokunaga, Molly – In memory of Eiju Tokunaga, June Kanada, and Douglas & Jane Yamada
Yonemura, Lloyd & Linda – In memory of the Yonemura
Family
Yonemura, Stephen – In memory of the Yonemura Family
OFFERTORY
Godfrey, Matthey & Lea
Komine, Shane & Jodi
Wong, Jr., Wesley & Marie

Feb. 8
Feb. 18
Feb. 4
Feb. 12
Feb. 18
Feb. 26
Feb. 26
Feb. 1
Feb. 20
Feb. 1
Feb. 12
Feb. 26
Feb. 17
Feb. 18
Feb. 15

1 Year – 2017
Tengan, Nobuo “Dyke” (SEI GAN)
Iriguchi, Peggy (JO NEN)
3rd Year – 2016
Yamaguchi, Lillian (TEI NIN)
Azeka, Jane Takeyo (SEI TOKU)
7th Year – 2012
Ige, Yuzen (ZEN SHO)
Shimada, Ruth Teruko (HO TEI)
Nakahashi, Mitsue (MYO SHIN)
13th Year – 2006
Matsuda, Yukio (GI SHO)
Ogata, Dagmar Yaeko (MYO SHO)
17th Year – 2000
Koyanagi, Tatsuyo (MYO RYU)
25th Year – 1994
Makimoto, Frank Namio (JO GAKU)
Tamura, Ralph Sadao (SEI JAKU)
33rd Year – 1986
Ouye, James Hideo (KO SHO)
50th Year – 1969
Tokunaga, Tatsumi (EI TOKU)
Mizoguchi, Chiyo (NI JU SEI

OFUSE
Amimoto, Ronald – In memory of Elaine Yamagata
Ishii, Dennis & Grace – In memory of Matsui & Ishii Families
Izumi, Carl – In memory of Katsuyuki Izumi & all the Izumi
Families
Kanada, Iwao – In memory of June Sadako Kanada
Koja, Randall – In memory of Jiro & Kikue Koja
Kurisu, Carol Mae & Jane
Nikaido, Jerel – In memory of Jerel Tomio Nikaido
Nikaido, Jo Ann – In memory of Jerel Tomio Nikaido
Nomura, Bette – In memory of Thomas Nomura
Thompson, Shelby – In memory of Patricia Mainaga
Quote by John Lennon

“When I was 5 years old, my mother
always told me that happiness was the
key to life. When I went to school, they
asked me what I want to be when I
grew up. I wrote down ‘Happy.’ They
told me I didn’t understand the assignment and I told them they didn’t
understand life.”

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Jerel Tomio Nikaido (ZEN YU) Age 63, 495
Liholiho Street, Apt. 304, Wailuku; passed away on
December 17, 2017.
Roy Shoji Yashiro (SHO DO) Age 90, 245 Naniloa Drive, Wailuku; passed away on December
19, 2017.
Patsy Fukue Ouchi (MYO FUKU) Age 86, 294
Naholo Drive, Kahului; passed away on December
29, 2017.
Haruye Imai (SHUN KO) Age 94, 350 Lakee
Lane, Wailuku; passed away on January 5, 2018.
Jane Tsutae Kurisu (CHI GI) Age 90, 31 Moani
Place, Wailuku; passed away on January 13, 2018.
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Karsten, Capri and Naiya practice their calligraphy skills before finishing their name on the “official” paper.

Kaiden gets his fill of desserts after
the New Year’s Eve service.

For Kaisen, selecting his desserts
was difficult to do.

Kami and Christy offer grandma Mary congratulatory hugs

Takashi, Rebecca, David, and Onawa participated in the Martin Luther
King Peace March on January 15.

Mary Tokumaru strikes the kansho bell during the New Year’s Eve
service.

The Okamoto ohana, Angel, Kat, Gregg, Gannon, Galen, and Gaige,
Karla Kurokawa and son Max enjoy the festivities at the Sokai and
welcomes the New Year’s by attending the New Year’s Eve Service
Shinnenkai on January 13.
and ringing the kansho bell.
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