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Early registration of
WHM Summer Fun to
begin on March 20

T

Email: whm@wailukuhongwanji.org
March 2017
lecture is $15 for both days, $10 for Saturday only, and $5
for Sunday only. Lunch and refreshment are included in the
cost. Sign-up sheets are in the office.
Reverend Tatsuya Aoki ordained in 1991, received his
BA degree in Religious Studies from the University of Lethbridge in 1998 and his Master's Degree in Religious Studies
from Ryukoku University in 2003. He was assigned to the
Vancouver Buddhist Temple in 2003.

EMPLE MEMBERS AND
families who were enrolled
in last year’s 2016 Summer
Fun Program are being given priority to register early for the 2017
WHM Summer Fun program. Early Registration forms will
be available at the Temple office beginning on Monday,
March 20th. The deadline to submit registration forms is
FRIDAY, MARCH 31ST. The 2017 Summer Fun Program
begins on Monday, June 5, 2017 and ends on Friday, July
21, 2017.
The Summer Fun program will accept applications from
non-members and new families from Monday, April 3, 2017.
Application forms for non-members and new families will be
available at the temple office on April 3. All new applications
will be placed on a waiting list because the program anticipates reaching its enrollment capacity based on the number
of returning students from the 2016 program year. In other
words, there is no guarantee that additional students can be
accepted for the 2017 program year.
For additional information, please contact Mrs. Tanya
Ito-Shima at (808) 357-4249. Please note that responses to
inquiries from new applicants will be provided after April 6,
2017. (She will know if there is capacity for new students
after that date.) If you decide to contact Ms. Ito-Shima for
new student information (after April 6th), please provide your
child’s name, grade level for the 2017-2018 school year, return telephone number and reason for the inquiry.

Shigemi Okamoto Memorial Lecture
to be held on March 4-5

B

Wailuku Hongwanji Yard Sale set for
Saturday, April 1

W

AILUKU HONGWANJI
will be holding its Yard
Sale on Saturday, April
1, beginning at 7 a.m. and ending at 11 a.m. The yard sale is sponsored by members of
the kyodan.
Donated items are needed for the Yard Sale
As members do their spring cleaning, they are asked to
donate slightly used items for the sale. The committee cannot accept child booster seats (some seats have been recalled) and electronic items (computers, printers, televisions,
etc.). In addition, the committee is seeking donations of
canned Spam, which will be used to make Spam musubi.
Donated items are being accepted in the office during business hours.
Members’ help is needed to sort and price items
Members’ help will be needed to sort and price items
that will be sold at the yard sale. Chair Sandra Hirata needs
workers beginning on Wednesday, March 29, through Friday
March 31, beginning at 8:30 a.m. Sorting and pricing continue from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. On Friday, help is also needed to cut onions for the chow fun beginning at 8 a.m. On
Saturday, help is needed to prepare the Spam musubi beginning at 5 a.m.

ISHOP TATSUYA AOKI, BISHOP
of Jodo Shinshu of Canada and
Resident Minister at the Vancouver
Buddhist Temple will be the guest lecturer
for the Shigemi Okamoto Memorial Lecture on March 4-5, 2017 at the Wailuku
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. The lecture
Tatsuya Aoki
begins at 10 a.m. on Saturday. On Sunday, a Spring Ohigan Service will be held at 9 a.m. with
Bishop Aoki as guest speaker. The last session of the lecture will begin at approximately 11 a.m. Cost to attend the
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Acceptance of Ohigan Service



OST BUDDHIST TEMPLES THROUGHOUT
Hawaii observe Ohigan during the months of
March and September. Ohigan is the time for us
to reflect upon ourselves through the teachings of the Buddha
Dharma and re-dedicate ourselves by extending our loving
kindness to all.
Higan refers to the “Other Shore”, which is Nirvana or Enlightenment. I am sure you have heard these words and stories
many times because ministers like to emphasize these kinds of
stories during the months of March and September. As you
listen to these stories over and over, you may get tired of it. You
may not want to hear another Ohigan story. You may even
say, “My ears are plugged up; enough already.”
According to the Buddhist tradition, it is said that, “in order
to reach the Other Shore of Nirvana”, we must practice the Six
Paramitas. The first one is Fuse or Dana paramita, which is
the practice of Offering or Sharing, the second is Sila paramita,
which is the practice of the Precepts or Morality, the third is
Ksanti paramita, which is the practice of “Gaman” or patience,
the fourth is Virya paramita which is the practice of Effort or
Endeavoring, the fifth is Dhyana paramita which is the practice
of Concentration, and the sixth is Prajina paramita which is the
practice of gaining Wisdom. We all participate in these practices in our daily lives. Through the practices of paramitas, we
received joy, happiness, thoughtful minds, and courage which
create the new friendship and fellowship in our lives. This
month I would like to share with you the following story.
There was a very hard working and wonderful family living
in a small town in Japan—husband, wife, and two sons. The
family worked hard and started a taxi cab company. They
started with only two cabs. Within 15 years, the company became so successful that they employed over 50 employees and
30 cabs.
They became wealthy and enjoyed their lives. The wife
was a very understanding person and never complained about
her health even when she was tired. One day she went to the
doctor because she was not feeling well. When the doctor examined her, he discovered that she had cancer, stage 4. She
grew weaker day by day and lost weight rapidly. She went to
the hospital and received the best treatment possible. However, it was too late to do anything. So, the doctor decided to
send her home to stay with her family. One spring day, she
felt good, so she told her husband, “Otosan (Dad), there is a bit
of weeds in the garden. I would like to take the weeds out.
Can you please take me to the green grass area?” So, her
husband smiled and carried her to the green grass. She sat on
the grass and started pulling out the weeds. Then, her husband felt that he should bring her a cup of cold water, so he

went to the kitchen to get her water. When he returned, he
discovered that she was lying down and instead of pulling the
weeds, she was just touching the grass. She didn’t have
enough strength to hold her body up or to pull anymore weeds.
So, her husband said, “Okaasan, I think that is enough. You did
so well.” But his wife said, “No, there are so many weeds here,
I have to take care of my garden, I have to…..” Her husband
carried her back to the bedroom and said, “Your garden became so beautiful. Let’s get you rested.” That evening, her
condition became critical and she was in a coma for three days.
Early on the fourth morning, after a few deep breaths, she
passed away peacefully.
After the 49 Days Service, he sat in front of the family altar
and gazed at her picture next to her ashes and said, “Arigato,
thank you very much for everything.” When he closed his eyes,
he was able to recall many pleasant memories. He realized
that through the life of his wife, he was able to learn a very important and wonderful lesson from her—mind of Dana—
patience, effort, precept, concentration, and gaining wisdom.
She had passed away but what she shared with her husband
and family were the most important things in their lives.
We also, without realizing it, are following the practices that
we learned from our parents, grandparents, and friends. We
must all remember that by attending temple services and activities we are able to learn important lessons in our lives. We are
receiving the culture, the history, caring for others, the true
mind of peace and serenity through the temple activities and
guidance of the Nembutsu.
When you attend temple services and hear the minister’s
dharma messages, you may hear many stories. The most important way to accept the minister’s messages is accept it as
your own. If we do, each of us will be able to understand Amida Buddha’s true salvation of great wisdom and compassion.
Shinran Shonin’s acceptance of the Nembutsu guidance in
Amida Buddha’s wisdom and compassionate hearts are always
encouraging our precious lives and giving us deep feeling of
peace and serenity. Amida Buddha’s wisdom is like sunlight. It
shines from corner to corner, giving us warm feelings of wisdom
in our hearts and lives. Once we realize Amida Buddha’s spiritual light of the wisdom, it clears away our ignorant mind just
like ice covering a mountain will melt slowly by the sunlight and
become pure spring water.
Thus, Ohigan is the most wonderful time for all of us to reflect upon by ourselves through listening to the Buddha Dharma, light of the Buddha’s true wisdom.
Regardless of ethnic backgrounds or languages, the sincere heart of the Dana and wisdom, we all are able to communicate with others and be able to make our precious lives
more meaningful with peace and serenity.
In Jodo Shinshu, our goal is to listen to the Dharma. As we
listen to the Buddha dharma, without knowing it, we are able to
rededicate ourselves through the spiritual light, wisdom, and
compassion of Amida Buddha which is his great name of Namo
Amida Butsu.
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This is the reason why we observe Ohigan services twice a
year and re-dedicate ourselves to listen to the Buddha Dharma
as our true guide.
Seeing another man’s fault is the greatest lesson for every
one of us. Cultivation is not something unusual; it is part of our
everyday life. Whenever we recognize and correct our own
faults, we are cultivating and following Buddha’s great guidance
of six paramitas.
Namo Amida Butsu.

Ohigan (The Other Shore of the River)
Service to be held on March 5

T

HE SPRING OHIGAN SERVICE WILL BE HELD AT
the Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on Sunday, March 5, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Bishop Tatsuya Aoki will be the guest speaker.
What is Ohigan? The literal meaning of Ohigan is “the
other shore of the river,” the river symbolizes life here with its
impermanence and suffering, while the other shore represents things like Awakening, Enlightenment, or liberation
from this world. Ohigan centers on spring and autumn equinoxes. On equinox, the sun sets due west and the day and
night are equal. In Pureland Buddhism, the sun setting west
symbolically indicates the world of the utmost serenity and
bliss of nirvana to which the Buddha has been guiding all
sentient beings.
Let us all make every effort to attend the Ohigan service
and listen to the wonderful teachings of the Buddha.

Friend of the Dharma newsletter does
not contain inserts

I

N ORDER TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH
THE post office’s bulk mail regulations, effective with the February 2017 issue of the Friend
of the Dharma, members found that it did not
contain inserts such as, minutes, announcements, and other documents that were being sent
to members only.
To be in compliance, all bulk mail must contain
the same items to members and non-members.
To meet this requirement, the Board decided to
discontinue sending the inserts to everyone. Inserts may be picked up in the office. If an insert is
included, it will be sent to every bulk mailer.

Office Hours changed

I

N ORDER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR
members, the business office hours have
been changed from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Visitation to the Nokotsudo (columbarium) will be
from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily. Prior arrangement may be made for after hour visitation so the
alarm system may be turned off. Call 244-0406 to
schedule after hour visits.

Curtain Project seeks donors

D

ONORS ARE NEEDED TO FUND THE
Curtain Project on the Kahului side of the
temple. The curtains are needed to block
the morning sun, especially during Sunday service and when the audio/visual system is being
used. Estimated cost of the project is $3,000. A
donation by the Ikeuchi family kicked off the project. Other donations are welcomed and checks
may be made payable to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission with “Curtain Project” indicated in the memo
section of your check.

Graduates’ Banquet to be held at Miko’s Cuisine Restaurant on April 13

T

HE WAILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION 2017 Graduates' Banquet will be held at the Miko’s Cuisine Restaurant (formerly the Asian Star), in Wailuku on April
13, 2017, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The banquet will commence with a brief baccalaureate service conducted by the
Reverend Shinkai Murakami. Keynote speaker will be Laurie
Fukushima Tsai, Clinical Pharmacist in the Oncology Department at the Kaiser Permanente Clinic in Wailuku.
As of this writing the following graduating seniors with ties
to the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission have been identified and
have been extended invitations to the banquet.
Reese Calaro...........................................Hulukoa Nunokawa
Chelsey Chaves..........................................Isaac Kaleo Pena
Kylie Davis .................................................... Joshua Rosetes
Laura Dodson ........................................................... Ian Roth
Josh Farin .....................................................Wesley Sakutori
Mitchell Gray................................................Kami Shimabuku
David Kawabata.............................................Kayla Takakura
Dyllon Oishi-Mochida .....................................Olivia Takakura
Alexa Nagai.............................................................Ian Tsang
Macie Nakahashi ...........................................Kaitlyn Yamada
Tara Nobriga..............................................Lindsey Yamasaki
Layce Yamauchi
Mission members are invited to the banquet and are being asked to sponsor a graduate or make a monetary donation to help defray related costs. Cost to attend is $30 per
person. Anyone wishing to become a sponsor or make a
donation is asked to call Sharon Higa at 244-0406.
If anyone knows of a student who has been inadvertently omitted from the above list, please contact Shelley Quipotla Wong. Please note that a student's family need not be
temple members or even of the same religion to attend the
banquet. The main purpose of this event is to extend congratulations and best wishes to graduating seniors, who
through their membership or their participation in temple
sponsored activities, have been a part of the Wailuku
Hongwanji Mission family.
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Affiliate organizations

BWA to hold Eshinni–Kakushinni Day
Service on April 30

Buddhist Women’s News

EMBERS OF THE BWA will hold their Eshinni–
Kakushinni Day Service on April 30, beginning at
8:00 a.m. Sandy Hirata is the chair for the service. Sharon Nohara, BWA president at Lahaina Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple, will be the guest speaker. The service is
dedicated to Eshinni wife of Jodo Shinshu founder, Shinran
Shonin.
Following the service, refreshments will be provided by
Group F members. Group F consists of Sharon Higa, Itsuyo
Kusuda, Bette Nomura, Helene Shiigi, Mae Taketa, Pat Tomita, Gwen Hiraga, Gail Kushiyama, and Yuki Jones.

Janet Kubota, Reporter

Group E in charge of refreshment for
Ohigan, March 5

G

ROUP “E” ARE REMINDED THAT THEY ARE IN
charge of refreshment for the Ohigan Service, which
is scheduled for March 5. Group “E” members are:
Mary Tokumaru, Sylvia Ishikawa, Betty Yamashiro, Jessie
Murakami, Sharon Sueda, Barbara Parr, Tamara Manley,
and Kyla Manley.
President Janet Kubota encourages members to participate in the Shigemi Okamoto Memorial Lecture, which will be
held on March 4-5. Guest lecturer Bishop Tatsuya Aoki will
also be the guest speaker at the Ohigan Service, which will
begin at 9 a.m.

BWA meeting set for March 12

A

BWA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,
March 12, following Sunday Service. On the agenda will be a discussion of upcoming dana projects,
the Maui United BWA Spring Assembly, which will be held on
Saturday, April 8, the visitations to Hale Makua Wailuku, and
the Eshinni/Kakushinni Day Service and activities, which is
planned for April 23.

Did you pay your dues?

B

WA MEMBERS ARE REMINDED TO PAY THEIR
2017 dues. Dues are $20 per person. If you are
over 85 years of age, your dues are $5 per year.

Visitation to Hale Makua to be held on
April 6

B

UDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MEMBERS
are reminded that the visit to Hale Makua Wailuku
and Kahului will be held on Thursday, April 6. The
visit is part of the club’s annual visitation to Hale Makua during Hanamatsuri week. Visitation will begin at Wailuku at
9:30 a.m. Besides visiting old friends, members will be presenting items that can be used by the patients.
Members who would like to carpool should meet at the
temple by 9:15 a.m. For more information, please contact
President Janet Kubota.

Maui United BWA Spring Assembly to
be held on April 8

T

HE MAUI UNITED BUDDHIST WOMEN’S Association Spring Assembly will be held on Saturday, April 8.
Location and time to be announced. Prior to the assembly, MUBWA will be visiting Hale Makua Kahului. More
information will be provided at the next BWA meeting (March
12).

M

BWA members join peace march



AILUKU HONGWANJI MEMBERS JOINED THE
Maui United Buddhist Women's Association in celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. Day activities on
Monday, January 16, at the Stone of Hope monument fronting the county building.

BWA Welcomes Two New Members

M

embers of the Buddhist Women’s Association extend a warm welcome to Sudta “Aom” Gardner
and Gail Iwamoto-Hamai who joined our Dharma
ohana in January.
Sudta, a native of Thailand, and her husband Steve, recently moved to Maui and reside in Wailuku. She is a custodian at Waihee and Wailuku Elementary Schools. Gail is a
retired Lihikai Elementary School teacher. She and husband,
Ronald, reside in Kahului. Gail lists her hobbies as traveling,
going to Vegas, cooking, shopping, and baking.
HOSHA DAY ASSIGNMENTS
Ohigan Refreshment 3/5
Group E
March 2, 2017
Groups 2 and 4
March 16, 2017
Groups 1 and 6
April 6, 2017
Groups 3 and 5
April 20, 2017
Groups 2 and 4
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori.......................................................................Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki............................................................................... Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda.................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro........................................................................................Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ..................................................Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts.........................................................................Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts ....................................................................................Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ........................................................................ Mrs. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club............................................................................ Mr. Herbert Kogasaka
Preschool................................................................................ Mrs. Karen Yoshida
Roselani 4-H Club ..................................................................Mrs. Joyce Yamada
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Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Tom Shuster to MC Ohigan Service
on March 5

T

OM SHUSTER WILL BE THE MASTER OF CEREMONIES at the Ohigan Service, which will be held
on March 5, beginning at 9 a.m. Guest speaker for
the service will be Reverend Tatsuya Aoki, Bishop of Jodo
Shinshu of Canada and Resident Minister at the Vancouver
Buddhist Temple. Ringing the kansho bell will be Layce
Yamauchi and Anna Fosbinder will read the aspiration. Logan Tamori and Louis Fosbinder will welcome members and
visitors to the service and to do the collection of offerings.
Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.

Layce Yamauchi to MC Sunday
Service on March 12

L

AYCE YAMAUCHI WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on March 12, beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing the kansho bell will be Tom
Schuster and Donavan Ikeuchi will read the aspiration. Erik
Tsai and Takashi Lea will welcome members and visitors to
the service and do the collection of offerings. Ms. Florence
Tanaka will be the organist.

Adult volunteers to host Sunday Service on March 19

A

N ADULT VOLUNTEER WILL BE THE MASTER OF
Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on March 19,
beginning at 8 a.m. Stanley Okamoto will ring the
kansho bell. Greeting members and visitors, reading of aspiration, and collecting of offertory will be assigned to adult
volunteers. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.

Tom Schuster will be guest speaker at
Family Service on March 26



ONNA IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF
Ceremonies at the Family Service on March 26,
beginning at 8 a.m. Guest speaker will be Tom
Schuster, dharma school student. Ringing the kansho bell
will be Donna Ikeuchi and Tom Shuster will read the aspiration. Sam Marie Quipotla and Sophie Demattos will welcome
members and visitors to the service and do the collection of
offerings. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.

Dharma students reminded to attend
Central Maui Hanamatsuri on April 2



HARMA STUDENTS ARE REMINDED TO attend
the Central Maui Hanamatsuri Service at the Velma
McWayne Santos Community Center on April 2,
beginning at 9 a.m. Many activities are planned for the students as well as parents. Hanamatsuri means “Flower Festival” and is a celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday.

Anna Fosbinder to MC WHM
Hanamatsuri Service on April 9



NNA FOSBINDER WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF
Ceremonies for the WHM Hanamatsuri/Infant Presentation Service, which will be held on Sunday, April 9,
beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing the kansho bell will be Donavan
Ikeuchi and Layce Yamauchi will read the aspiration. Logan
Tamori and Louis Fosbinder will welcome members and visitors to the service and do the collection of offerings. Dharma School students will decorate the hanamido. Mr. Dale
Sugiki will be the organist.

Gakuen News
Japanese Language School plans Cultural Day for March 3

G

AKUEN STUDENTS WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN
Cultural Day activities on Friday, March 3. Since
March 3rd is Girl’s Day, students will learn about the
Japanese doll festival and make a doll from paper using the
origami technique. The lesson is to introduce children to Japan and Japanese cultural traditions.

No school for Gakuen on March 10
and March 27

O

N FRIDAY, MARCH 10, THERE WILL BE NO JAPANESE Language School because the Department of
Education has set aside a Planning & Collaboration
Day. On Monday, March 27, there will be no school for students enrolled in the Japanese Language School because of
the Prince Kuhio Day holiday. School resumes on Tuesday,
March 28.

Gakuen to hold “Field Day” at
Keopuolani Park on March 11

S

TUDENTS IN THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
will be holding a “Field Day” at Keopuolani Park on Saturday, March 11, beginning at 9 a.m. The purpose of
the “Field Day” is to provide students with the opportunity to
display their skills and to enjoy fellowship with other students.
Games planned for the students include: three-legged
race, tug-o-war, ball throw, sack race, kick ball, water balloon
toss, donut-on-a-string, etc.

You’re Invited
Shigemi Okamoto Memorial Lecture
Saturday, March 4, at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, March 5, at 9:00 a.m.
(Ohigan Service)
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Troop 40 participate in
Scout Sunday

T

ROOP 40 BOY SCOUTS participated in Scout Sunday at Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on February 5. It is celebrated by thousands of Scouts each year at temples throughout the United
States on the first Sunday in the month of February. Scoutmaster David Merchant and Cubmaster Chad Fukunaga led
the scouts in commemorating Scout Sunday.

Michael and Quinton were the Masters of Ceremonies at the Scout
Sunday service on February 5, 2017.

Cubmaster Chad Fukunaga, Special Scout Award recipient Dr. Shigemi Sugiki, and Scoutmaster David Merchant have their photo taken.

Two scouts greet parents and guests and distribute programs at Scout
Sunday Service.

2017 Wailuku Hongwanji’s Boy Scouts, Troop 40 and Cub Scouts, Pack 40 – Pictured above are scouts who participated in Scout Sunday, which
is always held on the first Sunday in February.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Scouts working on their first aid skills. Don’t worry, mom and dad, Riley
is not really hurt.

Tristen, Caleb, and Micah grilling their teriyaki chicken for dinner at the
Waihee Coastal Dunes and Wetland Preserve Camp.

Older scouts teach the younger scouts lashing skills—hard to concentrate with that view!

Kapono, Matthew, Brock, Tristen, Dre, and Caleb cooling off after a full
day of training.

If you want to eat, you must learn to cook. Matthew and Riley put into
practice what they have learned.

Beautiful setting for a Scoutmaster’s Conference, as Scoutmaster David Merchant and Kapono discuss advancement to a new rank.

Food preparation is a skill learned by the scouts as they prepare the
teriyaki meat on the skewers for a barbeque dinner.
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Temple activities

Editor’s Note: The photo below shows the staff at Honpa Hongwanji
headquarter. We see their names in communications but don’t know
how they look. I thought it would be a good idea for ALL of us to know
the individuals in Honolulu who are serving our temple.

Paul and Susan Gushiken assist in the preparation of lunch trays as
part of the Dana Project held on January 28.

Honpa Hongwanji Staff: Seated: Director of Buddhist Education,
Reverend Kevin Kuniyuki; Bishop Eric Matsumoto; President Pieper
Toyama; and Business Manager Art Nakagawa. Standing: Tamayo
Matsumoto, Jamie Lyn Itokazu, Kerrie Wong, Executive Administrative
Assistant to the Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani; Yoshiko Umitani; and Dianne Sumida, Administrative. Assistant.

Layce and Lance Yamauchi donate their time to the Dana Project.

Members of the Wailuku Hongwanji ohana would like to congratulate
Mr. & Mrs. Travis and Tess Texeira on their marriage officiated by
Reverend Murakami on January 28, 2017.
BWA ladies and Fred Toyama mark the lunches for the seniors.

Participants in the 2017 Giseikai (Legislative Assembly) in Honolulu on
February 10-11, were Reverend Murakami, Faith Tengan, Michael
Munekiyo, and Danny Topp.

Members assist in getting the lunches ready for the Dana Project.
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BWA NEW MEMBERS

Welcome and aloha to Sudta
“Aom” Gardner.

E komo mai to Gail IwamotoHamai.

BWA Sokai – February 12, 2017

Nancy Shimoda, Norma Tamashiro, Lillian Satoshige, Machiko
Moriyasu, and Tomiko Yamagata

Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Women’s Association members and guests have their photo taken at the Kahili Restaurant on February 12, 2017.

Toshiko Oki, Hifumi Taguchi, and Jane Shinoda enjoy the fellowship at
the Kahili Restaurant in Waikapu.
Aileen Unemori, Misao Tengan, and Sharon Sueda wait for the bus to
take them back after enjoying the BWA Sokai.

Florence Tanaka, Mae Omuro, Frances Teshima, Molly Tokunaga,
Sudta “Aom” Gardner, and Barbara Parr loved their enjoyable brunch.

Sandy Matsuda, Yoshiko Fujiwara, and Stella Kuwae seem to be satisfied with the delicious buffet brunch.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Pack 40 holds derby
competition

A

T THE MONTHLY MEETING
on January 25, Cub Scouts from Pack 40 held a slot
car derby using their brand new, 4-lane computerized race track where the scouts and siblings raced their
homemade derby cars. Congratulations to all of the scouts
who created and participated in our race.

Pack 40 Cub Scouts attend Scout Sunday on February 5

P

ack 40, along with scouts from Troop 40, participated
in Scout Sunday on February 5, 2017. A big thank
you goes out to all of the parents who came out to
volunteer with various duties from planning, prepping, cooking, serving, and cleaning up. Without your assistance this
event would not have been possible. Thank you Scout parents for your dedication to our program. To all the scouts that
came out to participate in Scout Sunday, thank you very
much!

Derby Winners: Landon – 4th Place and Best in Show; Tyce – 2nd Place, Tate – 1st Place, Dominic – Most Original, Kody – 3rd Place, Nikko – Kid
Built.

Shown to the
left is the FourLane Computerized Race
Track
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Preschool News

Community Helpers!

Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Our unit for January was about our community helpers: Sharisse, a
doctor; Ryder, a mailman; Tehani, a baker; Noah, a soldier; and Mikayla, a pilot. Children enjoyed dressing up as community helpers.

We had an exciting visit from our Maui Police Department and our police officer dads. Children were fortunate to be able to sit in the SWAT
vehicle: Kinzee, Wyatt, Kolten, Cash, Nolan, Amaya, Shanala, Drew,
Kamryn-Rylee, Matthew, and Roan. How exciting!

Our field trip for our community helper unit was to Kehalani Foodland.
Uncle Vaughn taught the students about the different vegetables in the
vegetable department. Children were able to walk through many of the
departments. They received a very nice treat bag from the market.

Nolan and Cash were thrilled to sit on the police motorcycle when the
police officer visited our school as one of our community helpers.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Micah who celebrated his 5th birthday with all of
his preschool friends by having the shave ice truck come to our school.
Children and staff were treated to a refreshing shave ice with lots of
syrup! Thank you to Micah, Mom, and Dad!

On Thursdays, the preschool children visit the temple and have a short
service with Reverend Murakami. He taught the children about the
Golden Chain of Love. Mitch, Kally, Shaye, Bailey, and Landen were
happy to learn from Sensei about the Golden Chain of Love.
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Dis-n-Dat News
Ohana Tour #10 seeks travelers

W

AILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION IS
SEEKING individuals interested in participating in WHM Ohana Tour #10,
which will begin on October 10, and return on October 21, 2017. The tour includes 3 nights on
Okinawa and on to Fukuoka, Hiroshima, and
Osaka. Cost to participate will be announced at a
later date. If you are interested in participating,
please contact Stella Kuwae at 280-3981. An informational meeting will be held on Sunday,
March 12, in the social hall at 11 a.m.

College Prep workshop to be held on
Sunday, April 2

S

ENIORS, ALONG WITH THEIR PARENTS,
ARE INVITED to a College Prep Workshop
(part 2) on Sunday, April 2, at the Wailuku
Hongwanji Conference Room beginning at 2:00
p.m. The workshop will be presented by Lloyd
Yonemura, a retired school registrar and counselor, and is geared for seniors, the Class of 2017.
The workshop will focus on things seniors
should do now, things to prepare for, things to
think about, and things graduates need to know if
they plan to go away to college.

Maui Buddhist Association to hold
Hanamatsuri on April 2

D

IRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES SANDY MATSUDA announced that the Central Maui Hanamatsuri Festival
will be held on Sunday, April 2, at the Velma
McWayne Santos Community Center in Wailuku beginning
with a service at 9:00 a.m. She reported that Wailuku
Hongwanji is in charge of refreshments. Reverend Shinkai
Murakami invites all members to participate in this joyous
event to observe the birthday of Buddha.
Lunches for Wailuku Hongwanji members will be prepared at a cost of $3 for one, $5 for two, and $7 for three or
more members. There is no charge for children under the
age of 5, but please let us know the count. Members may
call the office at 244-0406 to make reservations for lunches.
Reservation deadline is Sunday, March 26.

Wailuku’s Hanamatsuri and Infant
Presentation Day set for April 9

R

EVEREND SHINKAI MURAKAMI WOULD LIKE TO invite
temple members, along with parents and grandparents to
participate in Wailuku Hongwanji’s annual Hanamatsuri
(Buddha Day) Service and Infant Presentation Ceremony (Hatsumairi or Shosanshiki) that will be held on Sunday, April 9, beginning at 8:00 a.m.

He stated that Hanamatsuri, literally means flower festival, is
celebrated on April 8, the birth of Siddhartha Gautama. Siddhartha
became enlightened as Sakyamuni Buddha and this marks the
release of all sentient beings from suffering and sorrow.
He stated that raising a child or even a grandchild is one of
the most important tasks in one’s life. It is something that should
be done with a great deal of thought. Other than the gift of life, the
Dharma is one of the most important gifts you could present to
your child or grandchild. He said that this ceremony is our temple’s way of celebrating Hanamatsuri—the birth of Buddha.
The Infant Presentation Ceremony gives each family the opportunity to present their child before the Buddha (Infinite Life and
Light) and the Sangha. At this ceremony your child will receive a
gift of its first Onenju and certificate from Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
The parents will take a solemn vow to do all in their power to
guide the spiritual growth of their child according to the high ideals
set forth in the teaching of the Buddha. The parents are in effect
revealing their commitment to raising this child in such a way that
the child will hopefully see the merit of the parent's chosen religious path and after that choose it as their own. The temple and
its followers are revealing their commitment to support and cherish
that child so that in the future that child will hopefully see the merit
of that community's chosen religious path and choose it for their
own.
For an application form to participate in the Hatsumairi ceremony, parents and grandparents may contact Reverend Murakami
or pick it up at the temple office.

Y.E.S.S. CAMP 34 set for Camp Kokokahi on April 14-16

t

EMPLE MEMBERS FROM AGE 13 TO AGE 23 are
invited to participate in the Y.E.S.S. Camp 34 (Young
Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers), which will be held at
Camp Kokohahi on Oahu from April 14-16. This year’s theme
is YESS-Topia and it focuses around the Buddhist themes
presented in the Disney movie Zootopia. Reverend Satoshi
Tomioka will be the guest speaker.
Attendees will have three days of work, challenges, and
play. Campers will be provided with adventures that are going to be filled with new friends, insights on Buddhism, team
bonding, an evening of dancing, and camp style songs and
skits.
Cost to participate is $85, which includes lodging and
food. Deadline to register was January 30, 2017. Late registration of $110 is from January 31, through March 24. For
more information, contact Reverend Murakami, or Jamie at
(808) 973-6555, or send your email questions to:
bscassist@honpahi.org. Application forms for the camp are
available in the temple office. More information and registration forms: http://yesscamp.wixsite.com/yesscamp
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Editor’s Note: The following article is provided to help members
understand dues, donations, services rendered, etc. It provides a
brief history of how our members covered the cost in the operation
of our temple.

Donations, Dues, Services Rendered
During the past few months, you have been reminded to pay
your gojikai (membership dues). In addition, you found envelopes
inserted into the temple’s newsletter marked New Year’s,
Hōonkō, Eitaikyo, etc. If you are a new member or a sansei
(third generation), yonsei (fourth generation), gosei (fifth generation) etc., you must wonder what’s going on? You may be confused! Why am I receiving all these reminders and envelopes?
Well, a long time ago, temple members established the tradition of donating money to the temple on special occasions such as
holidays (New Year’s, weddings, funerals, and memorial services.)
Donations were offered for memorial services as well as, for a
wide variety of occasions, such as a birth of a child, graduation of
a child, or for other joyous occasions. The Issei and Nisei tended
to make donations to the temple on any occasion which they felt
was meaningful. The idea of a membership dues or fee was not
considered.
In the past, there was a reception (choba) table at major
events where donation envelopes were received. Relying entirely
on personal donations meant no fixed fees for services rendered.
As members became more active, they began to understand the
ofuse/orei system. The prevailing attitude was one of offering a
donation as a token of one’s appreciation and gratitude, rather
than of paying a fee for services rendered.
However, as the sansei, yonsei, and gosei generations took
over the managing of the temple, the idea of membership dues
became popular. There was a growing frustration of not knowing
how much one should donate for weddings, funerals, memorial
services, etc. Today, we provide members with a suggested gratuity for various services rendered to alleviate the frustration of not
being embarrassed.
Our temple is torn between two ways of thinking; between the
dana/ofuse system and a set price system for services rendered.
There has been reluctance in abandoning the ofuse system. To do
so would reduce the temple to a place of business with set fees for
individual services. The consequence of this would eliminate the
spirit of dana, an important fundamental of Buddhist practice.
In short, the difference between ofuse versus set fees is attitude. For Buddhists, in particular Japanese Buddhists, a person’s
attitude in society has always been considered very meaningful
and significant. There is a prevailing view that it is not the amount
that is significant, but rather the spirit in which it is given. Therefore, a donation has no fixed amount but rather depends on what
the giver wishes or can afford to give. This can be confusing to
someone who is unfamiliar with the ways of our temple. And while
it is not as efficient as a so-called “price list” it is in keeping with
the spirit of dana.
Ofuse in Japanese consists of two Chinese characters. O-fu
means “to spread”, and se means “giving charity”. Dana or ofuse
gives one the opportunity to practice gratitude, which arises from
the awareness of the inter-relationship of all sentient beings. Re-

member, our temple is not a gas station where one buys religion
by the gallon.
Our temple is a living organization. Temple life is to be valued.
As one member stated, “We need not make perfect Spam musubi
because we are not in the Spam musubi business. However,
every member, whether they are experienced or not, should be
able to help make Spam musubi. They can donate their time to
the temple.” To make religion suit our needs is to miss the point of
religion. Buddhism should help us see the Truth.
Editor’s Note: This is another article looking at the declining membership in Hawaii Kyodan. At Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple,
our membership for 2016 was 331 and for 2015 it was 330. Tell the
Kyodan Board how we can meet your needs.

A Glimpse at Ethnicities among Buddhists in America

S

UGGESTIONS TO REVERSE THE DECLINE IN HAWAII
Kyodan membership include becoming more ethnically diverse. So let’s look at some interesting ethnic tendencies.
We may understand ourselves better by appreciating the ethnic
experiences of other Buddhists. This is not new information, but I
want to pull it together to maybe show how human nature is not so
different among all of us.
In the 21st century, the Hawaii Kyodan and Buddhist Churches
of America still have mostly a Japanese American membership.
There are some temples with more non-Japanese memberships
than others, but to outsiders they often appear as Japanese American ethnic fortresses. How do other ethnic Buddhist sects integrate their memberships? Apparently their experiences are similar
to the Hongwanji according to Jay Sakashita a professor of religion at Leeward Community College. In his Midweek magazine
article (http://www.midweek.com/hawaii-whos-buddha/) he says
that ethnic deities are worshipped at altars at Japanese temples
as well as Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, Thai, Tibetan and Laotian Buddhist temples. The ethnic adoration makes it difficult for
Buddhists from different racial backgrounds to worship together.
Non-Asians will feel out of sorts at any temple. Sakashita believes
that locals stay away from Hawaii temples because of their ethnocentric nature. He concludes that this may lead to their demise.
At first glance this seems inconsistent with traditions that practice
meditation; a practice that attracts American converts.
Surveys show that Buddhism in America is growing and we
can see this with the Zen tradition. Kenneth Tanaka (2011) suggests that meditation is probably the number one reason for this
growth. Although Zen centers have up to 5% non-Euro-American
(African American, Latino and Asian American), 95% are EuroAmerican.
Let us take a closer look at ethnic temples. Borup (2013) who
studied the Rinzai and Soto Zen temples on Maui says the majority of members at both temples remain of Japanese origin. The
only activities that cater to non-Japanese are taiko drumming and
meditation. He tells us that the Euro-Americans are not involved
in any other temple activity. At Mantokuji, most who join meditation sessions are Caucasians. At Paia Rinzai, zazen (sitting meditation) has been practiced by Euro-Americans or been managed
by Maui Zendo. Their websites (http://paiamantokuji.org/about-
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mantokuji/about-soto-zen-buddhism, http://rinzai-maui.org ), Facebook pages and newsletters generally are consistent with Borup’s
findings. Asai and Williams (1999) mention there has been a
slight, but steady decline in memberships at ethnic Zen temples as
first and second generation members pass away. Japanese
American Zen temples are described as Zazenless compared to
convert Zen centers. Shoboji (Honolulu), Zenshuji (Los Angeles)
and Sokoji (San Francisco) operate as parallel temples like those
at Paia.
Most of the Japanese immigrant Nichiren temples in Hawaii
belong to Nichiren shu, but there are numerous other sects. Soka
Gakkai (value creation education society) originally was a lay
group associated with Nichiren shoshu (six temples in United
States including one on Oahu). It began in America with meetings
by Japanese wives of servicemen returning from the Korean War.
Daisaku Ikeda, Soka Gakkai president, founded the first organization in America. Soka Gakkai is the most ethnically diverse Buddhist group in America. Through proselytizing it grew in the 1960s
with Japanese and non-Japanese. By the 1980s 25% of its members were Asian, 40% Caucasian (U.S. population 83.1% in 1980),
19% African American and 5 % Hispanic (Seager 2012). Soka
Gakkai teachings include hope to change one’s life no matter what
one’s circumstance and world peace. They connected with American values. In 1991, the High Priest (Nichiren shoshu) excommunicated all Soka Gakkai members. The split was due to conflict
in authority, interpretation of the teachings and financial issues
(Hursh 1998).
A number of studies conclude that the various Buddhist
Sanghas in America do not reflect the racial diversity of this country. Although Soka Gakkai has greater membership diversity, it
doesn’t reflect the racial mix of America. This is also common with
other American religions (http://www.pewresearch.org/facttank/2015/07/27/the-most-and-least-racially-diverse-u-s-religiousgroups). Among the major religions, Catholics with a 59% white
membership closely reflect the 66% of the white U.S. adult population. However, the Southern Baptist Convention had 85% white.
On the flip side, the Church of God in Christ had 5% white and
84% black. The cited study seems to suggest that a racially diverse religion is the exception. Ethnic affinity to a particular religious group may be a natural human tendency.
The cause for a declining Hawaii Kyodan membership is the
aging of Japanese-Americans and an inability to attract young
members. The Hawaii Data Book says the population of Japanese in 2010 was 185,502 and the mixed Japanese was 312,292.
This is similar to the 184,598 Japanese in 1950
(https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10524/528/2/JL11174.pdf).
In that
year, the Hongwanji membership included the Issei and Nisei with
growing families. Although the Japanese population is declining it
is still large. However, the Hongwanji is out of sync with many
Japanese Americans. I estimate that there are about 70% absent
Maui Hongwanji members at Sunday services. A 2012 Pew survey estimates that 32% of Japanese Americans in the United
States have no religious affiliation. If it is true for Hawaii, the number would be about 59,000 based on the 2010 census. Let’s put
this in perspective with the Hawaii Kyodan membership of 5,000.
This represents about 3% of the 2010 Hawaii Japanese population. However, even in Japan religious studies professor Ian

Reader says thousands of Buddhist temples are expected to be
shut down. (http://www.npr.org/2015/11/22/456989131/buddhism-is-waning-in-japan).
Shin Buddhist teachings of gratitude and compassion are now
buzz words, but like hereditary Zen temples attractive teachings
do not compensate for human tendencies among. Much more
information and analyses are available on this topic, but they are
beyond the scope of this article.
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HŌONKŌ

Mar. 1
Mar. 4
Mar. 6
Mar. 7

Anonymous
Tony & Irene Arakaki
Ethel Fujii
Yoshiko Fujiwara
Harry Furomoto
Emiko Goshi
Ronald & Gail Hamai-Iwamoto
Tom Hiranaga
Larry & Margaret Honda
Eric & Cathy Ikeuchi
Mari Ann Kato
Shane & Jodi Komine
Janet Kubota
Stella Kuwae
Harriette & Richard Miyamoto
Machiko Moriyasu
Mae Omuro
Minoru Ota
Richard & Patsy Ouchi
Lillian Satoshige
Nancy Shimoda
Sharon & Michael Sueda
Dale Sugiki
Kazuo & Toshiko Sugiki
Susumu & Mae Taketa
Florence Tanaka
Frances Teshima
Aileen Unemori
Tomiko Yamagata
Elaine Yokoyama

OFFICE SUPPLIES DONATION
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission Buddhist Women’s Association

Hoji Memorial Services (March)
Date

Name

1st

Mar 17
Mar. 22
Mar. 24
Mar. 27
Mar 30.
Mar. 22
Mar. 25
Mar. 12
Mar. 17
Mar. 20
Mar. 20

Mar. 8
Mar. 22
Mar. 26
Mar. 22

Year – 2016
Furomoto, Mae Satsuki (GE SSHO)
Mori, Shoichi (SHO NEN)
Mori, Yasuo (AN YO)
Shibano, Fujio (CHI YU)
3rd Year – 2015
Yashiro, Flora Kimiko (KYO NEN)
Tamashiro, Ronald Hideo (EI SHIN)
Muraoka, Seiji (SEI KEN)
Sakumoto, Seiya “Sanford” (SEI GAN)
HAYASE, Chester Masaichi (TESSHO)
13th Year – 2005
HIGA, Takeo (JO SHO)
17th Year – 2001
YONAMINE, Shigeru (JYO HAN)
25th Year – 1993
SATOSHIGE, Richard (MYO E)
KATAYAMA, Hiroto (JIKI SHO)
IRIGUCHI, Doris (JOKI)
NAKAGAWA, Yukuo (JO KAI)
33rd Year – 1985
YONEMOTO, Masato (SHO KO)
TAKAKI, Mitsuno (TSUGE)
FUJISAKA, Matsue (TAI NEN)
50th Year – 1968
OKI, Minekichi (DO JO)

NEW YEAR’S SERVICE
Anonymous
Cal Hayase
Lydia Furomoto
Cary & Sharon Honda
Shufflo Honda
Floyd & Sharon Nagoshi
Frances Teshima
Jeffrey Tsai & Laurie Fukushima

PROJECT DANA
Franklin & Elaine Hamasaki
Sylvia Tamanaha

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Ethel Shizue Matsui (SEI NEN) Age 91, 1737
W. Laurie Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85021; passed away
on January 6, 2017.
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