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The Summer Fun program will accept applications from
non-members and new families from Monday, April 2, 2018.
Application forms for non-members and new families will be
available at the temple office on April 2nd. All new applications will be placed on a waiting list because the program
anticipates reaching its enrollment capacity based on the
number of returning students from the 2017 program year.
In other words, there is no guarantee that additional students
can be accepted for the 2018 program year.
For additional information, please contact Mrs. Tanya
Ito-Shima at (808) 357-4249. Please note that responses to
inquiries from new applicants will be provided after April 6,
2018. (She will know if there is capacity for new students
after that date.) If you decide to contact Mrs. Ito-Shima for
new student information (after April 5th), please provide your
child’s name, grade level for the 2018-2019 school year, return telephone number and reason for the inquiry.

Ohigan Service (The Other Shore of
the River) to be held on March 11

T

HE SPRING OHIGAN SERVICE WILL BE HELD at
Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on Sunday,
March 11, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Reverend Joshin
Kamuro headquartered at Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii Betsuin, will be the guest speaker.
What is Ohigan? The literal meaning of Ohigan is “the
other shore of the river,” the river symbolizes life here with its
impermanence and suffering, while the other shore
represents things like Awakening, Enlightenment, or
liberation from this world. Ohigan centers on spring and autumn equinoxes. On equinox, the sun sets due west and the

Central Maui Hanamatsuri (Flower
Festival) to be held on Sunday, April 1

D

IRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES SANDY Matsuda would like to encourage temple
members to attend the Central Maui Hanamatsuri Festival, which will be held on Sunday,
April 1, at the Velma McWayne Santos Community Center in Wailuku beginning with a service at
9:00 a.m. She reported that Wailuku Hongwanji
is in charge of games. Our temple will be participating in the entertainment portion of the festival.
Reverend Shinkai Murakami invites all members
to participate in this joyous event to observe the
birthday of Buddha.
Lunches for Wailuku Hongwanji members will
be prepared at a cost of $3 for single and $5 for
two or more members. There is no charge for
children under the age of 5, but please call the
office at 244-0406 to let us know the count. Reservation deadline is Sunday, March 25.
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Spiritual Guidance
Namo Amida Butsu
S YOU MAY KNOW, EVERY RELIGION HELPS AND
supports the spiritual assessments in our precious lives.
The way each assists may be different, but they all provide people with courage and peace of mind. Some religions
have rituals more than spiritual messages; others provide spiritual messages, and some do both. Regardless of what religion,
if there is a feeling of being afraid or having difficultly following
its guidance, then those religions will soon fade away.
I read a dharma book written by the late Reverend Chijo
Yakumo, a former minister at the Buddhist Churches of America, and found a very interesting story in his dharma book. I
checked the town in Hiroshima, Japan, and discovered that the
story was indeed a true story. I would like to share with you a
summary of the story. It was written in Japanese so I’ll translate
it into English.
There was a small village in the mountain with a population
of about 100. In this village, there were two Buddhist temples,
and the people in the village relied on these two Buddhist temples. As you may know, these temples existed were supported
by the member’s contributions. The ministers offered them spiritual support in their daily lives.
Since the village was located deep in the mountains, the
main industries were farming and hunting. As years passed,
the population of the village started getting less and less. There
were not too many young people living there, and it was very
difficult for the people living in the village to support the two
temples.
Since It was a small village and if there were occasions
when the temples needed help, everyone had to do the rituals
twice to support both temples. One evening, at the village directors’ meeting, one of the old timers brought a resolution saying they were not able to support two temples anymore with the
existing population. Therefore, they had to find the best minister for the village.
The resolution was passed at the meeting, so someone
had to tell ministers about their wishes. What were their wishes? The village people decided that they will keep the strong
and reliable minister. So, they called the two ministers into the
courtyard and brought two tubs of hot water. The people asked
the two ministers how they were going to handle the tub of hot
water.
One minister spontaneously recited his spiritual sutra and
concentrated by himself and went into the tub of hot water. This
minister stayed in the hot water without burning himself. Many
felt that this is the minister they needed to keep in the village.
Then next was a Hongwanji minster. What the Hongwanji minister did was, he asked the village people to bring an empty

A

tub right next to the tub with the hot boiling water and asked
village people to divide the hot water between the two tubs and
add cold water to make it a perfect temperature for bathing.
Then he went into one of the tubs and said, "Wow, this is really
wonderful; it is instant hot spring. Why don't you folks come-in
and enjoy bathing here? Otherwise it will be a waste of this
wonderful hot spring."
As the Hongwanji minister instructed, many of village
people went into the tub and enjoyed the instant hot springs.
At the village directors' board meeting, many of them
agreed that they would like to keep the minister who showed
his great strength and spiritual power at the court yard. However, one old director said, "If this great minister passes away,
what are we going to do? The Hongwanji minister didn't show
us about his spiritual strength and power but he gave us some
wisdom on how to handle situations if we faced any problems.
Through overnight meaningful discussions among the village
people, they decided to keep the Hongwanji minister as their
village minister.
When I read this story in Japanese, it was very interesting
and I firmly believe that this story teaches us about believing
the life of self-power and life of the other power. The teaching
of the Nembutsu is not only select people but it is for all of us
common people. We, as Jodo Shinshu followers, not only rely
upon one's own power or strength, but believe in Buddha's
great wisdom and compassion in our lives. The Jodo Shinshu
guidance is not only a particular group's religion, but is also a
religion for ministers and lay people. The Jodo Shinshu and
Nembutsu teaching is exactly informing us that we must work
together and rejoice in the happiness with others. All the
Hongwanji temples in Hawaii have grown up with this wonderful
teaching over the past 100 years in this plantation society. The
plantation society and their thinking do not exist anymore.
However, we now build another century with Amida's great
wisdom and compassion and sincere mind of gratitude and joy
with our Ohana, like in this wonderful story.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission will be observing our
120th anniversary in October, 2019. May we all work together
like this story, as sincere Nembutsu followers and rejoice in the
happiness and joy of our 120th anniversary.
Namo Amida Butsu
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori ...................................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki .............................................................................. Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda ................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ....................................................................................... Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ......................................................................... Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ............................................................................... Mrs. Karen Yoshida
STEM Scouting .................................................................. Mrs. Courtnie Morihiro
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Graduates’ Banquet to be held at Miko’s Cuisine Restaurant on April 12

T

HE WAILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION 2018 Graduates' Banquet will be held at the Miko’s Cuisine
Restaurant in Wailuku on April 12, 2018, beginning
at 5:30 p.m. The banquet will commence with a brief baccalaureate service conducted by the Reverend Shinkai Murakami. Keynote speaker will be Dr. Kelly Kawahara, a dentist
in private practice since 2015 at Maui Lani Parkway. She is
a 1996 graduate of Baldwin High School
As of this writing the following graduating seniors with ties
to the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission have been identified and
have been extended invitations to the banquet.
Echiverri, Kristi
Matsuda, Tashia
Endo, Nicholas
Molina, Aden
Kahuhu, Hiiaka
Omine, Eddie
Kauhola, Matthew
Shuster, Tom
Kiyabu, Davin
Tamanaha, Cy
Koja, Justin
Tomooka, Noah
Kozaki, Jayden
Wakakuwa, Kamren
Mission members are invited to the banquet and are being asked to sponsor a graduate or make a monetary donation to help defray related costs. Cost to attend is $30 per
person. Anyone wishing to become a sponsor or make a
donation is asked to call Sharon Higa at 244-0406.
If anyone knows of a student who has been inadvertently omitted from the above list, please contact Joyce Chun or
Shelley Quipotla. Please note that a student's family need
not be temple members or even of the same religion to attend the banquet. The main purpose of this event is to extend congratulations and best wishes to graduating seniors,
who through their membership or their participation in temple
sponsored activities or organizations, have been a part of
the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission family.

Wailuku’s Hanamatsuri and Infant
Presentation Day set for April 8

R

EVEREND SHINKAI MURAKAMI WOULD like to
invite temple members, along with parents and
grandparents, to participate in Wailuku Hongwanji’s annual Hanamatsuri (Buddha Day) Service and Infant
Presentation Ceremony (Hatsumairi or Shosan-shiki) that
will be held on Sunday, April 8, beginning at 8:00 a.m.
He stated that Hanamatsuri, which literally means
flower festival, is celebrated on April 8, the birth of
Siddhartha Gautama. Siddhartha became enlightened as
Sakyamuni Buddha and this marks the release of all sentient beings from suffering and sorrow.
The Infant Presentation Ceremony (Shosan-shiki)
gives each family the opportunity to present their child
to Amida Buddha and the Sangha for the first time.

He stated that raising a child or even a grandchild is
one of the most important tasks in one’s life. It is something that should be done with a great deal of thought.
Other than the gift of life, the Dharma is one of the most
important gifts you could present to your child or grandchild. He said that this ceremony is our temple’s way of
celebrating Hanamatsuri—the birth of Buddha.
During the ceremony, the parents will take a solemn
vow to do all in their power to guide the spiritual growth
of their child according to the high ideals set forth in the
teaching of the Buddha. The parents are, in effect, revealing their commitment to raising this child in such a
way that the child will hopefully see the merit of the
parent's chosen religious path and after that choose it as
their own. The temple and its followers are also revealing their commitment to support and cherish that child.
At this ceremony your child will receive a gift of its first
Onenju.
For an application form to participate in the Infant
Presentation Ceremony, parents and grandparents may
contact Reverend Murakami or pick it up at the temple
office.

Wailuku Hongwanji Yard Sale set for
Saturday, April 7

W

AILUKU
HONGWANJI will be holding its Yard Sale on
Saturday, April 7, beginning
at 7 a.m. and ending at 11 a.m. The yard sale is sponsored by members of the kyodan.
Donated items are needed for the Yard Sale
As members do their spring cleaning, they are
asked to donate slightly used items for the sale. The
committee cannot accept child booster seats (some
seats have been recalled) and electronic items (computers, printers, televisions, etc.). In addition, the
committee is seeking donations of canned Spam,
which will be used to make Spam musubi. Donated
items are being accepted in the office during business
hours.
Members’ help is needed to sort and price items
Members’ help will be needed to sort and price
items that will be sold at the yard sale. Chair Michael
Munekiyo needs workers beginning on Wednesday,
April 4, through Friday April 6, beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Sorting and pricing will continue from 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. On Friday, help is also needed to cut onions
for the chow fun beginning at 8 a.m. On Saturday,
help is needed to prepare the Spam musubi beginning
at 5 a.m.
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Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA meeting set for March 4

B

WA MEMBERS WILL HOLD A MEETING ON Sunday, March 4, following Sunday Service. On the
agenda will be the Maui United BWA Spring Assembly, which will be held in April, the visitation to a care
facility, and the Eshinni/Kakushinni Day Service, which is
planned for April 22.

Group E in charge of refreshment for
Ohigan, March 11

G

ROUP “E” MEMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT THEY
are in charge of refreshments for the Ohigan Service,
which is scheduled for March 11. Reverend Joshin
Kamuro, Associate Minister at Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii
Betsuin will be the guest speaker. Group “E” members are:
Mary Tokumaru, Sylvia Ishikawa, Betty Yamashiro, Sharon
Sueda, Barbara Parr, Tamara Manley, and Kyla Manley.

BWA to observe Lady Eshinni and
Lady Kakushinni Memorial Service

M

EMBERS OF THE BWA WILL HOLD THEIR LADY
Eshinni and Lady Kakushinni Day Service on Sunday, April 22, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Sandy Hirata is
the chair for the service. Charlotte Wilkinson, BWA president at
Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be the guest speaker.
The service is dedicated to Eshinni, wife of Jodo Shinshu
founder, Shinran Shonin.
Following the service, refreshments will be provided by
Group F members. Group F consists of Sharon Higa, Itsuyo
Kusuda, Bette Nomura, Helene Shiigi, Mae Taketa, Pat Tomita,
Gwen Hiraga, Gail Kushiyama, and Yuki Jones.

Who is Eshinni and Kakushinni?

L

ADY ESHINNI, THE wife
of the founder of our Jodo
Shinshu sect, Shinran
Shonin, and Lady Kakushinni,
the youngest of their six children, both played significant roles
in the history of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism. Lady Eshinni was
born in Niigata Prefecture in
Lady Eshinni
1182 and married Shinran about
1210. Little is known about her except through ten letters she
wrote to Lady Kakushinni during the waning years of her life.
She lived in Kyoto with Shinran. These letters provided a personal glimpse of the conditions of the times. Shinran's own
process of coming to terms with the Nembutsu teachings is

reflected in the letters. The depth of Eshinni's understanding
and awareness of the Nembutsu path sheds light upon the
relationship between her and Shinran. Just as he taught his
followers, he may have taught his wife, Lady Eshinni as well.
The 10 letters were discovered in Hongwanji (mother temple of the Jodo Shinshu sect in Kyoto, Japan) archives in 1921.
They cast light on many “holes” not only on our knowledge
about her life but Shinran’s as well. Lady Eshinni died at about
age 89 in Niigata prefecture. There were those who questioned
whether Shinran himself was an actual historical figure until
the letters of Lady Eshinni were discovered in the Hongwanji
archives.
As she is revered for her dedication to Shinran during his
productive years, Lady Kakushinni is known for being her father’s caregiver in his final years. She was about 30 years old
when Shinran died at the age of 90. After Shinran’s death, Lady
Kakushinni is revered for planting the seeds that were to grow
into today’s Hongwanji.
Ten years after Shinran’s passing, Lady Kakushinni built a
Memorial Hall for his remains, and established the means for
insuring the Hall and the property it was built on would belong
to the Jodo Shinshu Sangha in all future generations. This was
the beginning of Ohtani Mausoleum and of the Hongwanji. A
monument stands in front of the Butsuden (Hondo) at the Ohtani Mausoleum to pay tribute to Kakushinni’s contributions.
In 1978, at its convention in Sao Paulo, Brazil, the World
BWA (comprised of BWA organizations of Japan, mainland
U.S.A., Hawaii, Canada, and Brazil) passed a resolution to
conduct annual services in memory of Eshinni. Then in 2002,
the World BWA passed a resolution to similarly honor Lady
Kakushinni. At Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, BWA members
honor both at a service on Sunday, April 24. Please plan to
attend and to learn more of these two special women of our Shin
Buddhist tradition.
Other interesting information about Shinran Shonin:
It is common for us to know most of our temple ministers
as having a wife and family. Those new to our tradition might
be surprised to learn that Shinran was the first monk in the
Buddhist tradition to publicly take a wife. He also broke away
from the restriction of eating meat that had been the norm of
monastic practice.
These changes reveal to us a Buddhism that is geared towards the commonality shared by all. The Nembutsu path is a
grass roots movement of Buddhism available to all and not
aimed towards the elite or privileged or those of royal status. It
is everyday Buddhism for everyday people.
It was the common people—the farmers, fishermen,
merchants, and peasants who found the Nembutsu path
most fitting for them. It was also these same common
people who would leave Japan to find a new life for themselves as immigrants. The first Japanese to settle in America were from areas in Japan that were predominantly Shin
Buddhist communities. It is part of their legacy to leave the
temples and the teachings for us to continue.
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BWA members donate gifts to the
adult day care

T

OWEL DOGS AND VALENTINE TREAT BOXES
were donated to the clients of the Adult Day Care at
the Nisei Veterans Center to celebrate the holidays.
Valentine’s Day was celebrated together with the Chinese
New Year and the Year of the Dog. Clients were delighted
to receive the adorable towel dogs and candy filled boxes.
BWA members folded and decorated the towel dogs and
origami star boxes as the craft activity for their annual Sokai
held on February 11.

Craft Fair date moved to October 20



HE DATE FOR THE BWA AUTUMN FOOD AND
Craft Fair has been moved to October 20. Members are reminded to make the change on their personal calendar.

BWA members participate in Peace
March on January 15



AILUKU HONGWANJI BWA MEMBERS JOINED
the Maui United Buddhist Women's Association
and the Dharma School students in celebrating
Martin Luther King, Jr., Peace March on Monday, January
15, at the Stone of Hope monument fronting the county
building.
BWA IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENTS
March 1, 2018
Groups 1 and 6
March 11, 2018 (Ohigan)
Group E (refreshment)
March 15, 2018
Groups 3 and 5
March 21, 2018
ACCW – Team #3
April 5, 2018
Groups 2 and 4
April 18, 2018
ACCW – Team #4
April 19, 2018
Groups 1 and 6

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Donna Ikeuchi to MC Sunday Service
on March 4

D

ONNA IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on March 4, beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing the kansho bell will be Anna
Fosbinder and Sam Marie Quipotla will read the aspiration.
Benjamin Komine and Kingston Komine will welcome members and visitors to the service and do the collection of offerings.

Anna Fosbinder to MC Ohigan
Service on March 11

A

NNA FOSBINDER WILL BE THE MISTRESS of Ceremonies at the Ohigan Service, which will be held
on March 11, beginning at 9 a.m. Guest speaker for

the service will be Reverend Joshin Kamuro, Associate Minister at Honpa Hongwanji Betsuin. Ringing the kansho bell
will be Donavan Ikeuchi and Logan Tamori will read the aspiration. Karsten Shishido, Takashi Lea, and Travler Godfrey
will welcome members and visitors to the service and do the
collection of offerings.

Tamara Manley to MC Sunday Service on March 18

T

AMARA MANLEY WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF
Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on March
18, beginning at 8 a.m. Stanley Okamoto will
ring the kansho bell. Greeting members and visitors
will be Emiko Sakagawa and Nancy Shimoda. Margaret Honda will read the aspiration, and collection of
offertory will be Gail Kushiyama and Machiko Moriyasu.

Dan Thompson will be guest speaker
at Family Service on March 25



AN THOMPSON WILL BE THE GUEST SPEAKER at the Family Service on March 25, beginning at 8 a.m. Donavan Ikeuchi will be the
Master of Ceremonies for the service. Ringing the
kansho bell will be Tom Shuster and Kingston Komine
will read the aspiration. Jencyn Shishido, Ace Shuster,
and Hunter Godfrey will welcome members and visitors to the service and do the collection of offerings.

Dharma students reminded to attend
Central Maui Hanamatsuri on April 1



HARMA STUDENTS ARE REMINDED TO attend
the Central Maui Hanamatsuri Service at the
Velma McWayne Santos Community Center on
April 1, beginning at 9 a.m. Many activities are
planned for the students as well as parents. Hanamatsuri means “Flower Festival” and is a celebration
of Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday.

Tom Shuster to MC WHM Hanamatsuri Service on April 8

T

OM SHUSTER WILL BE THE MASTER OF Ceremonies for the WHM Hanamatsuri/Infant Presentation Service, which will be held on Sunday,
April 8, beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing the kansho bell
will be Donna Ikeuchi and Ace Shuster will read the
aspiration. Evan Fenton and Bee Shuster will welcome
members and visitors to the service and do the collection of offerings. Dharma School students are asked
to report to the temple by 7:30 a.m. with flowers to
decorate the hanamido.
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Pinewood Derby held by
Cub Scouts in January

S

COUTS FROM PACK 40 HELD
their Pinewood Derby at the Wailuku Hongwanji social
hall on January 31, 2018. The derby was planned for
December but due to the weather, the race was postponed
to January. Prior to the derby, the scouts and their families
spent their time cutting, sanding, painting, and decorating
their pinewood blocks to create colorful masterpieces to race
down the aluminum track for their bragging rights to stardom.

◄▲The cars are on display for
the judges and parents before the
races begin.

Four derby cars are set to race down the aluminum track to determine
the winner.

Congratulations to the dedicated winners and all of the participants in
Pack 40’s Pinewood Derby of 2018.

Top Left: Samuelu – First Place; Kalaheo – Second Place; Landon – Third Place; Chase – Fourth Place; Bottom Left: Nainoa – Best in Show; Logan
– Best Kid Built; Nicholas – Most Original.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Pack 40 participate in Scout Sunday

P

ACK 40 SCOUTS OBSERVED SCOUT
Sunday on February 4. At the service, Reverend Murakami recognized the Cub
Scouts and Scouts for their dedication and for
their support of temple activities.
Webelos II Kody joins the Scouts of Troop 40 in the Scout Oath during
the opening ceremony.

Bear Scout Landon is one of the
Color Guards.

As a Color Guard, Bear Scout Tai
carries the American flag.

Gaige and Galen practice their CPR technique as part of their First Aid
Merit Badge.

During the opening ceremony, Webelos II Scouts Dominic and Landon
offered flowers.

Cub Scout Tate leads the Scouts and Cub Scouts in the Scout Law
during the opening ceremony at Scout Sunday, which was held on
February 4.

Andrea Finkelstein with the County of Maui Emergency Management
Agency is pictured with Gaige, Galen, Caden, Jonathan, and Ryan,
after assisting them with their Emergency Preparedness Merit Badge.

Ryan and Caden listen as the instructor provides instruction on the
proper CPR technique as part of their merit badge training.
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

David Merchant, Scoutmaster of Troop 40, presented with District
Award of Merit

S

COUTMASTER DAVID MERCHANT of Troop 40 was the recipient of the District Award of
Merit at the Maui County Boy Scouts of
America’s annual Recognition Dinner
held at the LDS Maui Lani Stake Center
on February 3.
David Merchant
The Award recognized David as “a
registered volunteer adult who has rendered noteworthy service to youth in Scouting, outside of Scouting, or both.” Besides being the Scoutmaster of Troop 40, he is a 2017 Wood
Badge participant, Merit Badge Counselor, Executive Board
Member, Den Leader, and Assistant Scoutmaster. David
has been in Scouting since 2010. Congratulations, David!

Boy Scouts assisted in setting up the tripods for fireworks that were
used for the New Year’s Service.

Ryan Ouye presented with the Silver
Beaver Award

R

YAN OUYE WAS PRESENTED
with the Silver Beaver Award at
the Maui County Boy Scouts of
America’s annual Recognition Dinner
held at the LDS Maui Lani Stake Center
on February 3. This award is presented
to individuals who have demonstrated
Ryan Ouye
noteworthy service of exceptional character to youth in the Scouting program over a period of years.
Ryan was active in the Scouting program at Wailuku
Hongwanji when his son Rysan was a member of Pack 40.
He continued being active in the scouting program as his son
moved to Troop 40 and earned his Eagle Scout badge in
2011. Ryan earned his Wood Badge in 2014 and continues
to serve the Scouting program by being a member of the
Maui County Council Executive Committee.
Ryan and his company, Service Rental, has been supportive of temple programs and activities. The Ouye ohana
has been helpful and generous in assisting the temple. The
Board of Directors and members extend a warm congratulations to Ryan Ouye.

Buddha’s Quote
Silence the angry man with love. Silence the
ill-natured man with kindness. Silence the
miser with generosity. Silence the liar with
truth.

The Na Hoku and Ali’I Patrols cook their evening meal at Camp Olowalu after completing their hike from Maalaea to Olowalu.

At Camp Olowalu, Boy Scouts work together to set up their flag.
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DHARMA school activities
After being told a brief life story of Shinran Shonin, students assembled a "Shinran Shonin Musubi" using a musubi, nori, soy wrapper,
and pretzel stick. This activity was part of the Hōonkō observance held
in February.

As part of the Shinran Shonin lesson, Takashi proudly shows off his
musubi that he decorated.

Louis and Anna were pleased at how their Shinran Shonin’s musubi
project turned out.

Bee works on her musubi and Gracelyn is assisted by Mrs. Garret Nishida with their hands-on project.

Benjamin, Kingston, Logan, and Ace want to get done with their project
to take home or eat their finished product.

Evan and Mary Tokumaru are delighted with the way their project
looked.

Jencyn, Karsten, and Evan participated in the Shinran Shonin musubi
Dharma School project
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BWA activities
Shown above are some of the 30 benches that were donated by temple members.

BWA members handcrafted towel “dogs” and origami Valentine’s candy boxes during their Sokai, These items were donated to the Nisei
Veterans Adult Day Care program.

A close up look at a bench that is in the courtyard.

BWA members are shown preparing the towel “dogs.”
BWA members enjoy their lunch at the annual Sokai.

Mary Uyeda, Mae Omuro, George Okamoto, and Florence Tanaka
attend the BWA Sokai at Kahili Restaurant.
Frances Teshima, Mary Uyeda, Toshiko Sugiki, and Nancy Shimoda
prepare the origami Valentine candy boxes.

Pat Tomita and Gwen Hiraga begin the task of making the origami
candy boxes.

Norma Tamashiro, Grace Hamasaki, Margaret Honda, Fred Toyama,
Wayne Matsuda, and Paul Gushiken enjoyed the fellowship.
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

January was the preschool’s community helper unit. Parents came into
the classroom to share about their jobs. Aunty Melanie, as a vet technician brought “Fogerty” to meet the children and to teach them how to
care for pets to keep them strong and healthy. Kiyomi and Owen loved
petting Fogerty.

Each Thursday, the preschool children attend a service in the temple
with Sensei Murakami. Children learn to sit quietly and listen to Sensei’s message and each child learn to offer incense. Drew puts his
hands in gassho and offered incense.

As children arrive in the mornings, several learning centers are available for them to play at. Sisters Rylee and Madisyn enjoy the listening
center. They wear headsets and listen to the story along with looking at
the storybook.

As part of the community helpers unit, we visited the Kehalani Foodland. The teachers, students, and parents had a very educational tour
of all the departments of the market. Chance and friends each had an
opportunity to scan a grocery item at checkout. What an awesome
experience!

When the service was done, each child got to hit the temple bell. Sensei helped Kenzie to hit the kansho bell.
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Dis-n-Dat News
Workshop for seniors to be held on
Monday, March 5, in social hall



ENIORS, ALONG WITH THEIR ADULT CHILDREN,
are invited to a workshop at the Wailuku Hongwanji
social hall on Monday, March 5, beginning at 10 a.m.
The workshop will offer information on services available to
seniors that will assist them to stay at home and live independently in their twilight years of their lives.
Workshop presenter will be Alan Nakata, co-author of
the book “Elder Law and Care in Hawaii.” He will assist seniors to understand the advantages and disadvantages of a
living trust. He will provide information on how seniors can
stay independent longer at home and how being independent will have a positive impact on the family. He will inform
trustees on their fiduciary responsibilities and their beneficiary’s rights.
Nakata’s organization, Need Help, LLC, offers services
such as:
• Coordinating care for family members through a partnership they created.
• Create a medical care list for the family in the event
care is needed.
• Meet with family to help facilitate the goals and wishes of
their parents.
• Review their trust to ensure everything is aligned with
the goals.
• Review policies that will help in estate planning.

Krispy Kreme cards available at temple office

K

RISPY KREME CARDS
are now available in the
temple office for $25
each. Please make checks payable to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
With the card, members may purchase any dozen donuts at regular price and receive one dozen Original Glazed
Donuts free—that is $25 for 10 free dozen. However, there is
a limit of 3 free dozens per visit with the purchase of 3-dozen
donuts.

Recycle and help our temple!

D

ID YOU KNOW THAT YOU
may donate your bottles and
cans to our temple? Just
bring them to the temple during business hours or leave them by the
men’s restroom on weekends or after
business hours. We now have a separate account so we will
know how much we earn during the year.

Used hearing aids and eyeglasses being
collected

T

HE LIONS CLUBS OF MAUI ARE COLLECTING
used hearing aids, used eyeglasses, lenses, cases,
and frames for the needy. The items may be donated by dropping them off at the temple office any time during business hours.
The used eyeglasses are shipped to Oahu and consolidated with other glasses and are shipped to third-world
countries. The last collections were sent to the Philippines.
On Maui, used hearing aids are desperately needed. The
hearing aid of a deceased is recycled and used on Maui.

Gakuen News
Japanese Language School plans Cultural Day for March 7

G

AKUEN STUDENTS WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN
Cultural Day activities on Wednesday, March 7, by
making sushi. They will learn the history of sushi, the
various kinds of sushi, the ingredients needed, and the skills
needed to make the sushi. Sushi makers spend years perfecting the art of cooking the rice. The lesson is to introduce
the children to Japan cultural traditions.

No school for Gakuen on March 9 and
March 26

O

N FRIDAY, MARCH 9, THERE WILL BE NO JAPANESE Language School because the Department of
Education has set aside a Waiver Day at Puu Kukui
School. On Monday, March 26, there will be no school for
students enrolled in the Japanese Language School because of the Prince Kuhio Day holiday. School resumes on
Tuesday, March 27.

Gakuen to hold “Field Day” at Keopuolani Park on April 21

S

TUDENTS IN THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
will be holding a “Field Day” at Keopuolani Park on Saturday, April 21, beginning at 9 a.m. The purpose of the
“Field Day” is to provide students with the opportunity to display their skills and to enjoy fellowship with other students.
Games planned for the students include: three-legged
race, tug-o-war, ball throw, sack race, kick ball, water balloon
toss, donut-on-a-string, etc.

As Shin Buddhists, this we believe
As Shin Buddhists, we seek to be humble and sincere in words and deeds, and to be responsible citizens
of our society. Understanding fully, the principle of causality, we do not practice petitionary prayer or magic, and
we do not depend on astrology or superstitions.
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Editor’s Note: The following Dharma Talk was given by Richard
“Noosh” Nishihara at the Family Service on January 21. I find his
Dharma Talk interesting. I am glad we have these talks published.
At least I can say I know what was heard at Sunday Service.

About Reflection: Stopping To Smell
the Roses

G

OOD MORNING. YOU GUYS ARE UP BRIGHT and
early. I don’t think you came because I was speaker.
You must be here for a greater cause. Nevertheless,
thank you for inviting me to speak. I’m not sure that I can do
justice with this morning’s talk, but being who I am, many of you
know I almost always have an opinion about most things. As
for insight into the Dharma, I make no claims to any great
knowledge than you individually have. I am simply, like you, a
fellow traveler on the Path. George Okamoto asked me to
speak on reflection. So lend me your ears.
When George asked me to speak on Reflection, the very
first thing that came to mind was a mirror. The mirror that I pictured in my mind was the one the Wicked Witch consulted each
morning by asking the mirror to name the fairest woman in the
land. Well, for the Wicked Witch it went well for a while, at least
until the mirror stated that Snow White was the fairest in the
land. And so the story begins. Don’t get too comfortable, this
talk is not about Snow White, or the Seven Dwarfs or a discussion on how and why the Wicked Witch met her fate.
What is reflection? Is it meditation, or perhaps a lesser
form of meditation? Taking the Wicked Witch in the mirror
analogy, reflection certainly provides feedback, even if you do
not have a talking mirror. Does meditation accomplish the
same thing, i.e., provides a form of feedback to the practitioner?
I believe that answer is yes. There are many similarities between meditation and reflection, although meditation is perhaps
a more sophisticated and advanced form of reflection.
I’ve often reflected on many things. If there is a quiet time,
I find that reflection provides a wonderful opportunity to consider the whys and wherefores of past events. The opportunity
allows your mind to travel back in time to examine happenings
that may have occurred earlier in the day, last week, last
month, last year and even events that may have occurred during hana bata days.
Reflecting on small kid time, perhaps over the last two
years, I have given a lot of thought about recess in elementary
school. We were regulars on the ball field, running out with
bats and softballs as soon as the recess bell rang. We quickly
chose up sides and played till it was time to return to class. At
first, when I thought of those “happy days” I couldn’t help the
smile that crossed my face. As I reflected more in detail about
how we organized, I was struck by the fact that the same
“good” guys were always chosen first. The others who were
picked were selected last. I was horrified after I recalled that
the same handful of junk players were always picked last. They
wanted to play, were given a chance to play, but were always
batting last and playing right field. As I looked back, I began to

wonder how they felt. I certainly didn’t give it a thought when
choosing up. And it took all these years before I began to realize that it was probably a bummer for many of my classmates.
Reflection in this particular case will not change what was already done. However, reflection did sensitize me to the extent
that I will retell this story whenever I can to bring awareness
now that was absent then.
I enrolled in the Buddhist Study Center’s on-line course
that focuses on the Buddha Dharma and Shin Buddhism. I first
enrolled in the course about four years ago, but decided I
needed more punishment so enrolled again and began in earnest last September. Taking this demanding course twice left
me with a compelling need to reflect. Lessons consisting of
readings are scheduled monthly. A written essay is also required by the end of each month. I am finding the content between each is similar, but the course now goes into greater
depth and detail. I find myself taking time out to reflect on each
of the readings, before I begin to prepare the written essay.
More often than not, my reflection focuses on the social, political and religious environment that existed during the period
covered by the readings. Of course that introduces some bias
into the process. However, I have always felt a need to understand the causal effects of a Buddha Dharma or Shin Buddhist
teaching that existed at the time.
Have you ever taken time out to give thought to just how
Shinran Shonin arrived at his conclusions regarding the Nembutsu Way, the Primal Vow, entrusting and shinjin? I’ve found
that I can concentrate best while reflecting on these questions if
I begin with a feeling of gratitude in my heart—grateful for the
lifetime commitment Shinran Shonin and the masters made to
helping spread Buddhism and the Buddha Dharma in particular
to a wider audience. Without gratitude, I do not believe I would
ever have had a starting point to begin reflecting on the efficacy
of Shin Buddhism.
In closing, I must point out a couple of important things.
First, we are all travelers on the Dharma Path. We each seek
the ultimate goal of becoming one with the Buddha through a
rebirth in the Pure Land. Some of us are further along the path
than others, but we aspire to become one with the Buddha and
so doing break from the Samsara sea to the other shore. The
journey that we have chosen to embark on is personal. It is
one that aside from seeking the ultimate goal allows each of us
to develop a spiritual relationship with the Buddha. That relationship I believe is very personal and unique. Although ritual
and practice may be similar, the relationship you create with the
Buddha is unlike that of anyone else. What I have spoken
about today is simply an account of my own special relationship
and my own views. If you find some lesson in today’s message, that’s great. One final word. Take care not to substitute
or use reflection for procrastination. I strongly believe that the
Dharma is a dynamic phenomenon and being on the Right Path
must be an active practice.
Thank you for allowing me to speak to you today.
Namo Amida Butsu.
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Buddhist Women’s Association marks
113 years of service

T

HE WAILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION BUDDHIST Women’s Association (WHM/BWA) will celebrate its 113th year of
service to the temple. The WHM/BWA was organized in
March 1905 during the administration of our second resident minister, Reverend Tessan Funakura.
It was originally called Wailuku Hongwanji Bukkyo Fujinkai.
Through the guidance of Reverend Kagetsu Shibata, the organization was strengthened. By all indications, the first Fujinkai president was Mrs. Miterai, wife of Rev. Hojo Miterai, who was principal of the Japanese Language School at that time. Under the
direction of Reverend Seiya Kai, the Fujinkai flourished and in
1911, the Waikapu and Kahului Fujinkai were established.
By 1920, membership increased under the leadership of Reverend and Mrs. Gikyo Kuchiba. Because of the increase in
English-speaking members, the Bodhi Club was organized in
1939. The Bodhi Club was active with dedicated leaders and
remarkable participation in many activities. Regretfully, the Bodhi
Club merged with the Fujinkai.
During the period 1941-1945, all activities were suspended
due to World War II. In 1946, Reverend and Mrs. Yoshio Hino
were welcomed and, once more, activities resumed. The Fujinkai
assisted and supported youth organizations such as the Sunday
School Department and YBA. Members donated a total of 3,850
hours to the Red Cross as one of their community services in
1954.
In 1953, the Hawaii Federation of Hongwanji Buddhist
Women's Association and the Maui United Hongwanji Buddhist
Women's Association were organized, after which the Fujinkai
offered a wide variety of activities to its members.
In 1964, the organizations jointly observed Shinran Shonin's
th
700 Memorial Service and our Fujinkai's 60th Anniversary. Federation President Mrs. Ohara was in attendance. In commemoration of this event, our Fujinkai donated a gong.
Upon completion of the renovation of the columbarium (Nokotsudo) in 1972, the Fujinkai donated a statue of Amida Buddha, a set of adornments for the Nokotsudo altar, and a statue of
Buddha for the main temple.
On the occasion of the Kyodan's 75th Anniversary, the association donated the triangle brocaded cloth (uchishiki) for the altar. Members also observed the 70th Anniversary of the Fujinkai.
The Fujinkai donated $6,000 to the Social Hall Renovation
Fund and a set of hanging lights (kiku rintoo) for Rennyo Shonin's shrine for its 80th Anniversary commemorative project.
When the WHM commemorated its 100th Anniversary in November 1999, the Fujinkai donated two sets of hanging lights for
the main temple along with $15,000 for the anniversary.
In 2003, the name, Fujinkai, was officially changed to Buddhist Women’s Association. Today, many members continue to
use “Fujinkai” when they talk about this organization.
In 2004, BWA saw a need for a new organ. It purchased a
$25,000 organ as part of the temple’s 105th Anniversary and
BWA 100th Anniversary.

As part of the 110th Anniversary of Wailuku Hongwanji Mission in 2009, the BWA members purchased a Shiki-e and Gojogesa (the minister’s ceremonial robe). In addition, members donated a new uchishiki (the triangle brocaded cloth) that is used
during funerals and major services. The last uchishiki was purchased 35 years ago.
As part of the 115th Anniversary of the Wailuku Hongwanji
Mission celebration, members donated $5,000 that was used to
help pay for the social hall sliding doors and awning project.
The association continues to support the temple by furnishing items needed by the temple. Since the 100th Anniversary of
BWA, the association has purchased a weed eater, lawn mower,
and other equipment for the temple. They have furnished rice
cookers, coffee urns, and other items for the kitchen. They continue to provide the services needed by the temple.
Regular services and meetings of the BWA are held on the
first Sunday of each month. The members enjoy the fellowship
and participate as a unit in Federation and United projects. BWA
invites temple ladies to become part of the organization and assist in providing services to the temple.

A

acknowledgments

KYODAN
Cabral, Linda – In memory of Joyce Baker
Hozaki, Carolyn – In memory of Sueharu Hozaki
Murakami, Patrick – In memory of Shigeru Murakami
Sodetani, Patsy – In memory of Herbert Sodetani
Sodetani, Patsy – In memory of Shigeru & Kimiko Hamasaki
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Thomas Nomura
Teshima, Frances – In memory of Kazuo Teshima
Yonamine, Lynn
NOKOTSUDO
Kawashima, Melvyn & Sylvia – In memory of Masato & Doris
Ichiko Kawashima
Miyamoto, Mitsuo & Mildred
Sato, Tommy & Jane – In memory of Kazuo Sugiki
Tagami, Dale – In memory of Yoshie & Mitsugi Tagami and
Chuhachi & Haru Tagami
Thompson, Shelby – In memory of Yoshio & Patricia Mainaga
OFFICE DOOR REPLACEMENT
Inamasu, Harold & Janet – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Kaneshina, Lynette – In memory of Jane & Nobuo Kurisu
Kurisu, Carol Mae – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Miyake, Howard – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Nakamura, Leebrick & Irene – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Tanaka, Hiromi – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Yamashita, Nancy – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Yoshimori, Alvin – In memory of Jane Kurisu
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SOCIAL HALL WINDOW COVERING
Buddhist Women’s Association – In memory of Joyce Baker
CHOIR
Okumura, Nelson – In memory of Lorraine Okumura
OFFERTORY
Takeno, Ty & Sherri
OFUSE
Kurisu, Carol Mae – In memory of Jane Tsutae Kurisu
Kurisu, Jay & Sonya – In memory of Jane Tsutae Kurisu
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio Nishida
Nishida, Roy – In memory of Torio Nishida
Nishiki Riyu, Lynn – In memory of Katherine Riyu
Otsubo, Sharon – In memory of Haruye Imai
Ouchi, Richard – In memory of Patsy Fukue Ouchi
Yashiro, Neil – In memory of Roy Shoji Yashiro
HŌONKŌ
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Fujii, Ethel
Fujiwara, Yoshiko
Hamai, Ronald & Hamai-Iwamoto, Gail
Hamasaki, Grace T.
Hirata, Sandra K.
Hirose, Meiji
Honda, Margaret L.
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Kato, Mari Ann
Komine, Shane & Jodi
Kubota, Janet
Kuwae, Stella
Moriyasu, Machiko
Ohigashi, Helen
Omuro, Mae
Ouchi, Richard – In memory of Patsy Ouchi
Satoshige, Lillian
Shimoda, Nancy
Sueda, Sharon & Michael
Sugiki, Toshiko
Takemoto, Howard
Tamori, Edward & Joan
Tanaka, Florence
Teshima, Frances
Yokoyama, Elaine
SOCIAL CONCERNS
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
SOCIAL HALL RENTAL
Kamemoto, Darryl
Maui Bronco League
Tamura Enterprises, Inc.

Hoji Memorial Services (March)
Date

Name
st

Mar. 6
Mar. 14
Mar. 24
Mar. 28
Mar. 30
Mar. 1
Mar. 4
Mar. 6
Mar. 7
Mar. 7
Mar. 9
Mar. 17
Mar. 24
Mar. 1
Mar. 3
Mar. 24
Mar. 9
Mar. 18
Mar. 2
Mar. 11
Mar. 15
Mar. 15

1 Year – 2017
Matsushita Yoshida, Mabel (KO RAKU)
Honda, Larry Shoji (SHO GAN)
Murakami, Jessie Hatsuko (HO SSHO)
Shibano, Shigenobu (HAN EI)
Tomokiyo, Joan Tsunae (SEI GAN)
3rd Year – 2016
Furomoto, Mae Satsuki (GE SSHO)
Mori, Shoichi (SHO NEN)
Mori, Yasuo (AN YO)
Shibano, Fujio (CHI YU)
7th Year – 2012
Harada, Yuichi (YU GAN)
Toyama, Michiko (CHI JUN)
Suematsu, Shinji (SHIN DO)
Okamoto, Janet Hiroe (HO RAKU)
25th Year – 1994
Kadoyama, Ichiyo (NI MIYO KO)
Ouchi, Kosaku (SHIN GEN)
Goto, Paul Susumu (KEN TOKU)
33rd Year – 1986
Higashi, Howard Kenji (KEN SHO)
Ageno, Kanzaburo (KAN GETSU)
Morisaki, Robert Tadashi (SEI KEN)
50th Year – 1969
Shigezawa, Tami (NI MYO MIN)
Tamayose, Keith Masayuki (JOKO DOJI)
Fujiwara, Kikusuke (JYO KYU)

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Kiyoko Komatsu (SHO JO) Age 95, 31 Moani
Place, Wailuku; passed away on January 27, 2018.
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You’re Invited to the Spring Ohigan Service
Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.
Reverend Joshin Kamuro, Guest Speaker

Come to Wailuku Hongwanji’s
Hanamatsuri - Infant Presentation
Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 8 a.m.
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