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WHM Yard Sale set for
April 1

W

Email: whm@wailukuhongwanji.org
April 2017
members.
There
is
no
charge
for
children
under
the age of 5,
this Saturday,
but please let us know the count. Members may call the office
at 244-0406 to make reservations for lunches. Reservation
deadline is Sunday, March 26.

AILUKU HONGWANJI
will be holding its Yard
Sale this Saturday,
April 1, beginning at 7 a.m. and
ending at 11 a.m. This sale is sponsored by the Yard Sale
Committee and is chaired by Sandy Hirata.
Donated items are needed for the Yard Sale
Because this newsletter is mailed late in March, temple
members may still have time to donate slightly used items for
the sale. The committee cannot accept child booster seats
(some seats have been recalled) and electronic items (computers, printers, televisions, etc.). The committee is seeking
donations of canned Spam, which will be used to make
Spam musubi.
Members’ help is needed to sort and price items
Chair Hirata needs workers beginning on Wednesday,
March 29, through Friday March 31, beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Sorting and pricing continue from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. On
Friday, help is also needed to cut onions for the chow fun
beginning at 8 a.m. On Saturday, help is needed to prepare
the Spam musubi beginning at 5 a.m.

College Prep workshop to be held on
Sunday, April 2

S

ENIORS, ALONG WITH THEIR PARENTS, ARE invited
to a College Prep Workshop (part 2) on Sunday, April 2,
at the Wailuku Hongwanji Conference Room beginning at
2:00 p.m. The workshop will be presented by Lloyd Yonemura,
a retired school registrar and counselor, and is geared for
seniors, the Class of 2017.
The workshop will focus on things seniors should do now,
things to prepare for, things to think about, and things graduates need to know if they plan to go away to college.

Maui Buddhist Association to hold
Hanamatsuri (Flower Festival) on
April 2

Graduates’ Banquet set for Miko’s
Cuisine Restaurant on April 13

T

HE WAILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION 2017 Graduates'
Banquet will be held at the Miko’s Cuisine Restaurant
(formerly Asian Star), in Wailuku on April 13, 2017, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The banquet will commence with a brief baccalaureate service conducted by the Reverend Shinkai Murakami.
Keynote speaker will be Laurie Fukushima Tsai, Clinical Pharmacist in the Oncology Department at the Kaiser Permanente Clinic
in Wailuku.
As of this writing the following graduating seniors with ties to
the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission have been identified and have
been extended invitations to the banquet.

Reese Calaro...........................................Hulukoa Nunokawa
Chelsey Chaves..........................................Isaac Kaleo Pena
Kylie Davis .................................................... Joshua Rosetes
Laura Dodson ........................................................... Ian Roth
Josh Farin .....................................................Wesley Sakutori
Mitchell Gray................................................Kami Shimabuku
David Kawabata.............................................Kayla Takakura
Dyllon Oishi-Mochida .....................................Olivia Takakura
Alexa Nagai.............................................................Ian Tsang
Macie Nakahashi ...........................................Kaitlyn Yamada
Tara Nobriga..............................................Lindsey Yamasaki
Layce Yamauchi

Mission members are invited to the banquet and are being
asked to sponsor a graduate or make a monetary donation to help
defray related costs. Cost to attend is $30 per person. Anyone
wishing to become a sponsor or make a donation is asked to call
Sharon Higa at 244-0406.

D

IRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES SANDY MATSUDA
announced that the Central Maui Hanamatsuri Festival
will be held on Sunday, April 2, at the Velma McWayne
Santos Community Center in Wailuku beginning with a service
at 9:00 a.m. She reported that Wailuku Hongwanji is in charge
of refreshments. Reverend Shinkai Murakami invites all
members to participate in this joyous event to observe the birth
of the Buddha.
Lunches for Wailuku Hongwanji members will be prepared
at a cost of $3 for one, $5 for two, and $7 for three or more
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Above the Earth and Below the Heaven
Namo Amida Butsu

A

PRIL IS THE MONTH WHEN BUDDHISTS
celebrate Buddha Shakyamuni's birth.
Buddha Shakyamuni is the founder of Buddhism and has guided uncountable numbers of
people with his spiritual wisdom and compassion,
which we call Dharma. We, Mahayana Buddhists,
celebrate and express our joy and gratitude for
the birth of the Buddha on April 8th.
Buddha Shakyamuni was born at the Lumbini
Garden, which is located in the country of Nepal
about 2,550 years ago. There are many stories
about his birth. These stories express his greatness and the wonderful guidance he provided.
One story reported that when the Buddha
was born, the earth shook, soft music sounded,
beautiful flowers bloomed, and thousands of
flower petals fell from the sky, along with sweet
rain that bathed the body of the baby Buddha.
The Buddha then stood up, took seven steps,
and pointed his right finger to the sky and his left
hand to the earth and proclaimed: "Above the
Earth and below the Heaven, I alone am the
World Honored One."
This story says that immediately after Buddha’s birth, he stood up and took seven steps is
difficult to believe, but it is a legend. However, the
seven steps means that through the guidance of
the Buddha, we are able to overcome the six
realms of life, which is—the human's world, heaven, hell, hungry hell, animals' hell, and fighting
world—and be able to be reborn in the land of
Buddha and become a Buddha.
Yes, this is a great story that was told by one
of Buddha's followers many years ago. Others
have told stories of the Buddha by saying "How
great he was as a leader and a spiritual
teacher."
The following are the Buddha's guidance:
(From The Teaching of Buddha, Causation)
• The world is full of suffering. Birth, old age,
sickness, and death are sufferings. These are
the Truths of suffering.
• The cause of human suffering is undoubtedly
found in the thirsts of the physical body and in

the illusion of worldly passion. This is called
the Truth of the Cause of Suffering.
• If desired, which lies at the root of all human
passion, can be removed, then passion will die
out and all human suffering will end. This is
call the Truth of the Cessation of Suffering.
• In order to enter into a state where there is no
desire and no suffering, one must follow a certain Path as follows; Right View, Right
Thought, Right Speech, Right Behavior, Right
Livelihood, Right Effort, Right Mindfulness and
Right Concentration. This is called the Truth
of the Noble Path to the Cessation of the
Cause of Suffering.
So, anyone who is able to accept Buddha's
guidance, his wisdom and compassion, will be
able share his wonderful, thoughtful mind and
ideas, which are Buddha's compassionate heart
and wisdom.
With his kindness, our lives can be more
meaningful and happier. Even if people come
from different places, and speak different languages, if they accept Buddha's guidance, without knowing it, they will show kind actions towards
one another. Yes, we are all able to pass it on to
our community and to the next generation.
Hanamatsuri, the flower festival, is celebrated
as Buddha Shakyamuni's birth and is considered
a very special occasion for all of us to rejoice in
the happiness with each other.
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission will be observing its' annual Hanamatsuri service together
with infant rites ceremony on April 9th at our
temple at 8:00 a.m. Please come and join us on
this special day and celebrate Buddha's birth with
our entire temple members and friends.
Namo Amida Butsu
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori ...................................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki ...............................................................................Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda ................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ....................................................................................... Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ........................................................................ Mrs. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ............................................................................ Mr. Herbert Kogasaka
Preschool ................................................................................Mrs. Karen Yoshida
Roselani 4-H Club.................................................................. Mrs. Joyce Yamada
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WHM Summer Fun
deadline is March 31

Reverend Kunisaki Memorial Scholarship applications are available

EMPLE MEMBERS AND
families who were enrolled
in last year’s 2016 Summer
Fun Program are being given priority to register early for the 2017
WHM Summer Fun program. Early
Registration forms are available in the office. The deadline to
submit registration forms is FRIDAY, MARCH 31ST. The
2017 Summer Fun Program begins on Monday, June 5,
2017 and ends on Friday, July 21, 2017.

RADUATING SENIORS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS whose parents are members of Wailuku
Hongwanji Mission are invited to apply for the Reverend Kunisaki Memorial Scholarship. The amounts of these
scholarships range from $500 to $1,000. Application forms
are available at the temple office for students who are interested in applying for these scholarships. Application deadline is Monday, May 1, 2017.
The objective of the Kunisaki Scholarship is to provide
financial assistance to qualified applicants and to encourage
them to pursue their educational goals beyond high school.
Reverend Hojun Kunisaki was this temple’s first minister. He
served as the resident minister from 1898 – 1900.

T

Wailuku’s Hanamatsuri and Infant
Presentation Day set for April 9

R

EVEREND SHINKAI MURAKAMI WOULD LIKE TO
invite temple members, along with parents and
grandparents to participate in Wailuku Hongwanji’s
annual Hanamatsuri (Buddha Day) Service and Infant
Presentation Ceremony (Hatsumairi or Shosanshiki) that will
be held on Sunday, April 9, beginning at 8:00 a.m.
He stated that Hanamatsuri, literally means flower festival, is celebrated on April 8, the birth of Siddhartha Gautama. Siddhartha became enlightened as Sakyamuni Buddha
and this marks the release of all sentient beings from suffering and sorrow.
He stated that raising a child or even a grandchild is one
of the most important tasks in one’s life. It is something that
should be done with a great deal of thought. Other than the
gift of life, the Dharma is one of the most important gifts you
could present to your child or grandchild. He said that this
ceremony is our temple’s way of celebrating Hanamatsuri—
the birth of Buddha.
The Infant Presentation Ceremony gives each family the
opportunity to present their child before the Buddha (Infinite
Life and Light) and the Sangha. At this ceremony your child
will receive a gift of its first Onenju and certificate from
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
The parents will take a solemn vow to do all in their
power to guide the spiritual growth of their child according to
the high ideals set forth in the teaching of the Buddha. The
parents are in effect revealing their commitment to raising
this child in such a way that the child will hopefully see the
merit of the parent's chosen religious path and after that
choose it as their own. The temple and its followers are revealing their commitment to support and cherish the child so
that in the future that child will hopefully see the merit of that
community's chosen religious path and choose it for their
own.
For an application form to participate in the Hatsumairi
ceremony, parents and grandparents may contact Reverend
Murakami or pick it up at the temple office.

G

BWA to observe Eshinni-Kakushinni
(World Peace Day) on April 30; Nohara to speak

M

EMBERS OF THE WAILUKU HONGWANJI BWA
will observe Eshinni-Kakushinni (World Peace
Day) on Sunday, April 30, beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Sharon Nohara will be the guest speaker.
In 1978, at its convention in Sao Paulo, Brazil, the World
BWA (comprised of BWA organizations of Japan, mainland
U.S.A., Hawaii, Canada, and Brazil) passed a resolution to
conduct annual services in memory of Lady Eshinni. Then in
2002, the World BWA passed a resolution to similarly honor
Lady Kakushinni. At Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple,
members of the BWA will honor both ladies by observing the
Eshinni-Kakushinni (World Peace Day) Service.

Reverend Richard Tennes to speak at
Gotan-e Service on May 14

R

EVEREND
RICHARD
TENNES,
RESIDENT Minister at Kahului Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple will be the guest speaker
at the Gotan-e Service, which will be held on
Sunday, May 14. The service begins at 9 a.m.
Brunch, prepared by the Boy Scouts, will be
served immediately after the service. Members
are cordially invited to the special brunch.
Kyodan president Michael Munekiyo reminds
members that May 14th is Mother’s Day and encourages everyone to bring their spouse, mothers, grandmothers, children, grandchildren and
relatives to the service and brunch. He would like
to express his appreciation to the Boy Scouts of
Troop 40 for preparing the brunch for the membership.
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Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA members encouraged to attend
Hanamatsuri on April 2

P

RESIDENT JANET KUBOTA WOULD LIKE TO
encourage members to attend the Central Maui
Hanamatsuri Festival at the Velma McWayne
Santos Community Center on Sunday, April 2, beginning at 9
a.m. No service will be held at the temple.

Hale Makua Wailuku visitation to be
on Thursday, April 6

A

S PART OF THE HANAMATSURI WEEK
OBSERVANCE that is sponsored by the Maui
Hanamatsuri Association, BWA members will be
visiting Hale Makua Wailuku on Thursday, April 6, at 9:30
a.m. Members wishing to carpool should meet at the temple
by 9:15 a.m.

Hale Makua Kahului visitation set
Saturday, April 8

B

WA MEMBERS WILL VISIT HALE MAKUA KAHULUI on Saturday, April 8, prior to attending the
MUBWA Spring Assembly. During the visitation,
members will visit with family and friends, and present a gift
to the care facility from MUBWA.
Members wishing to carpool should meet at the temple
by 9:00 a.m. Members providing their own transportation
may meet at Kahului Hale Makua at 9:15 a.m.

Maui United BWA Spring Assembly
set for Saturday, April 8

T

HE MAUI UNITED BWA WILL HOLD ITS SPRING
Assembly at the Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
in Kahului on Saturday, April 8, with the Assembly being called to order at 10:30 a.m. For the education portion of
the assembly, Kiyo Masuda will share “The Essential Teachings of Jodo Shinshu.” A bento lunch from Ichiban will be
served. The cost for lunch is $10. Deadline to sign up is
Tuesday, April 4.
Transportation will be on your own. However, arrangements may be made for anyone needing transportation.
Please contact Janet Kubota at 242-5624 for transportation.

Sharon Nohara to speak at EshinniKakushinni Day Service on April 30



HARON NOHARA WILL BE THE GUEST speaker
at the Eshinni-Kakushinni (World Peace Day) Service, which will be held on Sunday, April 30, begin-

ning at 8 a.m. Mrs. Nohara is the president of the Lahaina
Hongwanji Buddhist Women’s Association. Sandra Hirata,
chair of the event, will serve as Mistress of Ceremonies.
Following the service, refreshments will be provided by
Group F members Sharon Higa, Itsuyo Kusuda, Bette
Nomura, Helene Shiigi, Mae Taketa, Pat Tomita, Gwen Hiraga, Gail Kushiyama, and Yuki Jones.

Who is Lady Eshinni and Lady Kakushinni?

E

SHINNI, THE WIFE OF
the founder of our Jodo
Shinshu sect, Shinran
Shonin, and Kakushinni, the
youngest of their six children,
both played significant roles in
the history of Jodo Shinshu
Lady Eshinni
Buddhism. Lady Eshinni was
born in Niigata Prefecture in
1182 and married Shinran about 1210. Little is known about
her except through ten letters she wrote to Lady Kakushinni
during the waning years of her life. Lady Kakushinni lived in
Kyoto with Shinran. These letters provided a personal
glimpse of the conditions of the times. Shinran's own process of coming to terms with the Nembutsu teachings is
reflected in the letters. The depth of Lady Eshinni's understanding and awareness of the Nembutsu path sheds light
upon the relationship between her and Shinran. Just as he
taught his followers, he may have taught his wife, Lady
Eshinni as well.
The 10 letters were discovered in Hongwanji (mother
temple of the Jodo Shinshu sect in Kyoto, Japan) archives in
1921. They cast light on many “holes” not only on our
knowledge about her life but Shinran’s as well. Lady Eshinni
died at about age 89 in Niigata prefecture. There were those
who questioned whether Shinran himself was an actual historical figure until the letters of Lady Eshinni were discovered in the Hongwanji archives.
As Lady Eshinni is revered for her dedication to Shinran
during his productive years, Lady Kakushinni is known for
being her father’s caregiver in his final years. She was about
30 years old when Shinran died at the age of 90. After
Shinran’s death, Lady Kakushinni is revered for planting the
seeds that were to grow into today’s Hongwanji.
Ten years after Shinran’s passing, Lady Kakushinni built
a Memorial Hall for his remains, and established the means
for insuring the Hall and the property it was built on would
belong to the Jodo Shinshu Sangha in all future generations.
This was the beginning of Ohtani Mausoleum and of the
Hongwanji. A monument stands in front of the Butsuden
(Hondo) at the Ohtani Mausoleum to pay tribute to Lady Kakushinni’s contributions.
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In 1978, at its convention in Sao Paulo, Brazil, the World
BWA (comprised of BWA organizations of Japan, mainland
U.S.A., Hawaii, Canada, and Brazil) passed a resolution to
conduct annual services in memory of Lady Eshinni. Then in
2002, the World BWA passed a resolution to similarly honor
Lady Kakushinni. At Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, BWA
members honor both at a service on Sunday, April 30.
Please plan to attend and to learn more of these two special
women of our Shin Buddhist tradition.
Other interesting information about Shinran Shonin:
It is common for us to know most of our temple ministers
as having a wife and family. Those new to our tradition might
be surprised to learn that Shinran was the first monk in the
Buddhist tradition to publicly take a wife. He also broke away
from the restriction of eating meat that had been the norm of
monastic practice.
These changes reveal to us a Buddhism that is geared
towards the commonality shared by all. The Nembutsu path
is a grass roots movement of Buddhism available to all and
not aimed towards the elite of privileged and to those of royal
status. It is everyday Buddhism for everyday people.
It was the common people—the farmers, fishermen,
merchants, and peasants who found the Nembutsu path
most fitting for them. It was also these same common
people who would leave Japan to find a new life for
themselves as immigrants. The first Japanese to settle in
America were from areas in Japan that were predominantly Shin Buddhist communities. It is part of their legacy to leave the temples and the teachings for us to continue.

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Dharma students to attend Central
Maui Hanamatsuri Festival on April 2

S

TUDENTS IN THE DHARMA SCHOOL PROGRAM
are reminded that the Central Maui Hanamatsuri Festival will be held on Sunday, April 2, at the Velma
McWayne Santos Community Center beginning at 9 a.m.
Students are encouraged to participate in the festival.

Anna Fosbinder to MC WHM
Hanamatsuri Service on April 9



NNA FOSBINDER WILL BE THE MISTRESS of Ceremonies for the WHM
Hanamatsuri/Infant Presentation Service,
which will be held on Sunday, April 9, beginning
at 8 a.m. Students are asked to bring flowers to
decorate the hanamido by 7:30 a.m.
A
Hanamatsuri egg hunt will be held after the service for the dharma school students. Ringing the
kansho bell will be Donavan Ikeuchi and Layce

Yamauchi will read the aspiration. Logan Tamori
and Louis Fosbinder will welcome members and
visitors to the service and do the collection of offerings. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.

Adult volunteers to host Sunday Service on April 16

A

N ADULT VOLUNTEER WILL BE THE MASTER OF
Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on April 19, beginning at 8 a.m. Stanley Okamoto will ring the
kansho bell. Greeting members and visitors, reading of aspiration, and collecting of offertory will be assigned to adult
volunteers. Ms. Florence Tanaka will be the organist.

Donavan Ikeuchi to MC Sunday
Service on April 23



ONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MASTER OF
Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on April 23,
beginning at 8 a.m. Anna Fosbinder will ring the
kansho bell and read the aspiration. Ace Shuster and Bee
Shuster will welcome members and visitors to the service
and do the collection of offerings. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the
organist.

Dharma students encouraged to
attend Eshinni-Kakushinni (World
Peace Day) Family Service on April 30

D

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED
to attend the Eshinni-Kakushinni (World Peace Day)
Family Service on April 30, beginning at 8 a.m.
Sharon Nohara, President of the Lahaina Hongwanji
Buddhist Women’s Association, will be the guest speaker.
The service is being hosted by the Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Women’s Association. Students and parents are
invited to stay for refreshment prepared by BWA members
after the service.

Gakuen News
Japanese Language School plans Cultural Day for April 5

G

AKUEN STUDENTS WILL BE PARTICIPATING in Cultural Day activities on
Wednesday, April 5. Since Spam musubi is
a popular snack and lunch food in Hawaii,
Gakuen students will be making Spam musubi as
part of their cultural day activity.

No school for Gakuen on April 14

O

N FRIDAY, APRIL 14, THERE WILL BE NO
JAPANESE Language School because of
the Good Friday holiday. School resumes
on Monday, April 17.
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Scoutmaster Merchant
expresses his appreciation to Troop 40

C

ONGRATULATIONS TO THE TROOP 40 MEMBERS
who participated in the BSA Camporee on March 4-5.
Despite having (by far) the youngest contingent at the
Camporee, we came in third overall, earning two new troop
streamers. Highlights of our performance included a clean
sweep of the compass course competition (Dylan - 3rd, Nick 2nd, Derek - 1st), and a third place finish in the fire starting/pancake cooking competition by the Pueo Patrol. We don't
have the specific breakdown, but our uniform inspection and
camp set-up scores were both very strong.
Thank you to Senior Patrol Leader Micah and Assistant
Senior Patrol Leader Nick who led the Troop, to the scouts who
participated, and to our adult leaders who helped prepare the
boys, particularly Ty Takeno, Celeste Rabang, Sergio Lugo,
Isaac Pena, Chad Fukunaga, and Steve Gima. Way to go,
Troop 40!

Shark Patrol mālama Ka'ehu Conservation District
Ka’ehu Bay is located in Paukukalo, which is one of the last remaining undeveloped shoreline parcels. This was once a famous and
vast network of wetlands and fishponds, located between the mouths
of Waiehu and ‘Iao streams and consisting of coastal wetlands,
springs, sand dunes, cobble and sandy beaches, and fringing coral
reef that currently serve as habitat for native and migratory waterbirds
and numerous freshwater and marine aquatic species, many of which
are endemic to the Hawaiian islands.

Members of the Shark Patrol take a break after cleaning Ka’ehu Conservation area.

Carrying another load of invasive plants are parents of the Shark Patrol.
Scoutmaster David Merchant congratulates Micah for being selected
as Senior Patrol Leader for Troop 40.

Former Senior Patrol Leader Cy, flanked by Assistant Senior Patrol
Leader Noah and Scribe Braden, lead their last troop meeting before
passing the reins to the new leadership team.

Standing beside the pile of invasive plants that were removed from the
fishpond are members of the Shark Patrol and their parents.
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Nick, Adam, Matthew, Caleb, Derek, and Leo practice their lashing
skills for the upcoming Camporee.

Kapono, Dylan, Ryan, Noah, William, D’Marco, and Skye proudly stand
by their flagpole during practice for the Boy Scout Camporee.

Scout Leader Steve Gima helps his son Cody prepare for the Boy
Scout Camporee, which was held on March 4-5.

Dressed in the Class A uniform are members of the outgoing Patrol Leader Council. Bottom row: Micah, Jonathan, Tristen, Braden, Liam, and Nick.
Top row: Noah, Quinton, Michael, Trent, Cy, Kamren, and Caden.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Temple activities

Filling up their cups with noodles are Yoshiko Fujiwara, Stella Kuwae,
and students in the Dharma School program.
Bishop Tatsuya Aoki is joined by Reverend Murakami and students in
the Dharma School program after the Ohigan Service on March 5.

Happiness is a cup full of noodles

Shown above is Bishop Tatsuya Aoki presenting a slide presentation at
the Shigemi Okamoto Memorial Lecture on March 4-5.

Somen Nagashi (Flowing Noodles)

Students in the Dharma School program catch the noodles as it slides
down the water flume.

Benjamin proudly shows his cup full of noodles as he participated in
catching noodles during the Somen Nagashi program.
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Pack 40 and families enjoy outing
Our scouts and their families enjoyed
a day socializing with each den at the Maui Golf & Sport
Park on March 5. It was a day full of outdoor activities.

Wayne Nishida received his gold monto shikisho during an okesa ceremony
participated by Board President Michael Munekiyo and Reverend Murakami.
The okesa is an embroidered cloth draped around the neck that symbolizes
membership in a Buddhist Sangha. It is an emblem of the robes worn by Sakyamuni Buddha and his disciples. The simplified okesa for lay members is
called the monto shikisho.

Cub Master Chad seems to enjoy riding the bumper boat at the park.

Machiko Moriyasu and Nancy Shimoda join other volunteers as they
prepare lunches under the Dana Project.

Wolf Den Leader Jerry has his bumper boat ready to “bump” another
boat.at the Maui Golf & Sports Park in Maalaea.

Volunteers work together as they prepare lunches at the Kahului
Hongwanji kitchen.

Sylvia Ishikawa joins Dana Project volunteers as they place the various
items in the food trays.

A member of the Wolves Pack
shows his skills at rock climbing at
the sport park.
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the miniature golf course; it was a
good time to bond.
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It’s a waiting game to participate at the Maui Golf & Sport Park.
A Cub Scout is strapped up and ready to undertake the rock climbing
challenge as friend lends moral support.

Leaders and cub scouts wait patiently to play a round of golf.
Having fun on the golf course are members of the Roy family.

Waiting to get on the bumper boat ride is just part of the fun.
The brave scouts and guests wait to get on the “Xtreme Trampoline.”

These cub scouts have the look that “something funny” is about to
happen at the park. It’s going to be FUN!!!

Den Leader Jason joins Zach on
the miniature golf course.
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

As an introduction to our Nutrition Unit, the children tried different foods
in each food group—wheat bread, apples, cucumber, cheese, ham,
and a small cookie treat. It is Emily and Cheyna’s turn to make their
sample plate.

Mosiah, Kamakana, Legend, and Finn stopped a minute to admire the
beautiful butterfly.

Kung Hee Fat Choy!

Kung Hee Fat Choy! Happy Chinese New Year! The children gathered
around the Chinese New Year Lion as we watched their performance
at the County Building. It is Noah’s turn to feed the Lion.

Gabriel, Amaya, Mosiah, and Kaia put on “The Three Little Pigs” puppet show for their friends “Great Job Friends!”

We had the Shukutoku University students come in to visit as they did an excellent panel theatre performance. After their performance, they gifted all
the children with an origami whale tail.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Orchestra, and Honor Band throughout my high school career,
playing the flute. I also had the opportunity to do color guard in
Editor’s Note: The follow Dharma Talk was given by Donna Ikeuchi
my senior year. I was asked by the color guard manager and
during Family Service on February 26. The message she provided is
captain if I wanted to help them with the routines the following
timely and interesting. The effort and practice was rewarded in the sucyear because they recognized that I learned fast from what
cess of the program. Good Job, Donna. Proud of you!
they had created, and the color guard manager also knew that I
Effort & Practice
was going to be staying on Maui for college for about a year.
By Donna Ikeuchi
As the new marching season got closer, it was time for the
Good Morning Everyone!
managers and captains to come together to talk about what
Doesn't it feel different seeing
was going to happen for the upcoming events. A big event they
me up here in front of the microhad to plan for was Homecoming. The marching band and colphone as a speaker and not just
or guard perform during the varsity football halftime. The show
your regular old MC or as a dharma
and theme for homecoming was the “Phantom of the Opera.”
school student? Well, to me, I see
Having a brief preview of what the songs sounded like, we all
this in a whole different perspective
got together and planned out step by step what was going to
today.
happen. During this time period, the color guard staff (me,
Normally, I am a student in the
along with 2 other people) would create flag routines that go
dharma school program. It's totally
along with the music and that also would match the bands featurned around today for me being a
tures. We would spend hours every day brainstorming on what
young adult. And remember, it's just
we could do. One person would think of flag routines while the
Donna Ikeuchi
for today.
other would come up with ideas for the effects, and lastly would
But before I give my dharma talk, I would like to thank my
create management (such as forms, positions). What I got to
parents who kept motivating me, not to back out of being your
do was the flag routines.
guest speaker today, because honestly, when Mr. Okamoto
Being in band for the past four years really helped because
first approached me on August 21, 2016; and yes, I do rememout of the three of us, I was the only person able to match up
ber that day because I was about to start my first college class
music rhythms and timing. Plus, I memorized the movements
the next day...I had mixed emotions about being a Lay Speakeasier because practicing them every day had drilled it into my
er. Yes, I know you hear my voice a lot, but this is kinda differhead.
ent than I'm used to.
As the season started into the new school year, the first
But anyway, when Mr. Okamoto approached me and said
three weeks of practices for the students were held Monday,
"Aye. You graduated, yeah? You an adult already." I was kinda
Wednesday and Friday. For the staff, it was every weekday,
confused on what was happening because he normally doesn't
Monday through Friday. Each practice, we would be able to
approach me like that or at all, and I got a weird feeling in my
run through the songs at least fifteen times with choreography
gut that there was a catch to this conversation. Next thing that
and music, twenty, if we had enough energy to go until the last
he said was "You like be guest speaker?" And before I could
minute.
think or say anything, he already had put the signup sheet in
After all the students learned basic marching steps, the
my hand. "Here. Go look over it and put your name down." So I
color guard captain and I took the students who were going to
couldn't really get out of that one, because my dad was also
be a color guard to teach them some flag basics and routines.
like a foot away from me just laughing.
After week four, we opened them up to the homecoming rouAnyway, the month I signed up for, as you can see, was
tines. They didn’t realize it, but it was everything we taught
February. Does anyone know or remember what the theme is
them, just in a certain sequence. One sequence I came up with
for this month? Our MC this morning had slightly mentioned
was where you would spin the flag counterclockwise in front of
something. Do you remember what the theme is for this
you two times, grab the "butt" end of the pole and push it down
month? (Effort and Practice).
until it reaches about 90 degrees and push it up into the air,
The reasons why I chose this month and the theme was
creating an illusion of the flag in a circular motion calling it a “J”
because from the list, it was one of the themes that stood out to
toss, cause in reality, it looks like a “J.”
me and the most that I could relate to. It also seemed like being
There were about 25 different sequences throughout the
a speaker would be a long time away but time quickly passes—
show and only 15 weeks to learn everything prior to show time.
pretty fast.
Each day of practice, we would start off with reviews. Once we
When I think of Effort and Practice, what comes to mind
hit the eight week marker, all the sequences and choreography
is, the amount of labor you put into yourself in order to do what
had been established on and off the field to where it was just
has to get done, and how many times it will take for you to sucfixing the little kinks. (Straight lines, formations, music). Putting
ceed. A lot of you knew and probably still remember, that I was
all the effort on and off the field from the beginning to the end
a member of the Baldwin High School Music Department. I parstretch was a struggle because even though you are tired after
ticipated in Symphonic, Wind Ensemble, Marching, Concert, Pit
practice, you're not done until the homecoming performance.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Dis-n-Dat News

It finally reached the last week before homecoming and it
was all stress and final preparations, making sure everything is
in place and of course, having the routines finalized one last
time. I double and triple checked all the finalizations of the
flags, poles and sequences.
The day has finally come and everything is in place. The
first moment I looked at the field, all that came to mind is...
"Wow... this is really happening." It hits me that there is no turning back. Watching the countdown clock as it gets closer to the
halftime buzzer, all the butterflies were building up in my stomach as time went by. Even though I wasn't technically performing, I was scared to think of what the audience would think of
how the color guards would look like from the field with all
these transitions and formations.
But, I had confidence in myself, that I did a pretty good job
coming up with the routines to the music. Halftime had finally
come and the band had gathered one more time before entering onto the field. I watched from the sidelines, along with the
band and color guard staff. What caught me off guard was that
the staff got acknowledged for what they did.
As we were standing on the sidelines, I heard the announcer list names of who was on the staff and what they were
known for during the season. As my name got called, I heard,
"Donna Ikeuchi, Color guard flag coordinator and volunteer." I
turned to wave at the audience, (to show respect and that everyone else was doing it too so it would've been weird if I didn't
do it.) and I heard someone screaming my name from the audience.
I felt relieved after the performance had finished, but still
had that little jitter not knowing how the audience felt about it.
But when we got back to the bleachers, everyone came up to
the band and staff, congratulating us on how good our show
was. My friends came running up to me, giving me leis and
telling me that I did a fantastic job on the choreography for the
color guard. From that, I knew that I did a pretty good job.
It takes a lot of effort to get everything and everyone motivated to strive until the end. The amount of practice each individual had to put in to complete their own section of homecoming made an impact. Flag twirling, Pole tossing, Choreography,
Sequences and Music takes a lot of effort to push through and
practice to perfect what is learned. During practices, there
were times that were frustrating to the point where we would
want to give up. But the outcome of all the frustration was well
worth it, because it proved that our determination led to a successful homecoming show.

Quote:

"Never give up efforts, even if you fail, the benefit you derive is experience.” “Effort Will Release Its Reward Only After You Refuse To Quit."
Namo Amida Butsu

Buddhist Wisdom & Compassion
reaches Capitol Hill
On Capitol Hill, Washington D.C.,
January 3, 2017, Amida Buddha’s
Wisdom and Compassion were heard
by members of the 115th Congress,
including Speaker of the House Paul
Ryan, who had gathered for a Bipartisan Prayer Service at St. Peter’s
Catholic Church.
At the prayer service, which also
included the Christian traditions and a
Hindu reading by the Honorable Tulsi
Colleen Hanabusa
Gabbard, the Honorable Colleen
Hanabusa shared a Buddhist aspiration. (Representative
Hanabusa’s family, the Hanabusas and Murodas, are dedicated
members of the Waianae Hongwanji and were instrumental in the
founding of the temple.) Listed as “Buddhist Wisdom,” the aspiration was reproduced on a service program insert along with scriptural sayings from other religious traditions. We include the aspiration below.
Thank you, Congresswoman Colleen Hanabusa, for sharing
Wisdom and Compassion!
Buddhist Aspiration
The revered Three Treasures of Buddhism are the Buddha,
the Dharma and the Sangha. It seeks the peace, happiness and
well-being of all existence. May we all be guided and inspired by
the Three Treasures, however, today, we especially emphasize
the importance of those who are in leadership roles be reflective,
open, thoughtful, wise and compassionate in their endeavors.
Of the Buddha, it is said, “The Buddha harbors no thought of
greed, hatred or malice; nor does the Buddha allow any ideas of
greed, hatred and malice to arise. Possessed of the power to persevere, the Buddha does not avoid personal challenges and difficulties to accomplish the goals set forth. Having little desire for
one’s own self, the Buddha knows contentment. With facial expressions of tenderness and kindness of speech, the Buddha
speaks to others in consonance with their inner thoughts. Courageous and diligent, disciplined and untiring, the Buddha pursued
the pure Dharma, the Teaching or Truth thereby benefiting the
multitudes. Buddha shares the great storehouse of merit with others.”
Of the Dharma, some important guiding principles include
“Human beings tend to move in the direction of their thoughts.”
“Whatever words we utter should be chosen with care for people
will hear them and be influenced by them for good or ill.” “If one
wishes to follow the Buddha’s teaching one must not be egoistic or
self-willed, but should cherish feeling of good-will toward all alike;
one should respect those worthy of respect; one should serve
those who are worthy of service and treat everyone with uniform
kindness.”
Of the Sangha, the Community it says, “Thousands of people
may live in a community but it is not a true community until all
people know each other and have empathy for one another. A true
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community has faith and wisdom that illuminate it. It is place where
people know and trust one another and where there is harmony.”
May the Light of All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing
Compassion guide and illumine the hearts-and-minds of all people
of all nations, so our thoughts, words and actions may bring understanding, peace, harmony and happiness, equally, to both self
and others in our local, national and global communities!

Obon season to begin in June

T

HE MAUI BUDDHIST COUNCIL ANNOUNCED THE
following dates for obon service and dance, along with
the times. Because some family members may be
observing Hatsubon and need to travel, the dates of the
obon services have been posted.
Maui Buddhist Council
2017 Obon Schedule
Day
Saturday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

Date
June 3
June 10
June 16
June 17
June 23
June 24
July 1
July 7
July 8
July 14
July 15
July 21
July 22
July 28
July 29
August 4
August 5
August 11
August 12
August 26

Temple
Lahaina Shingon
Puunene Nichiren
Wailuku Jodo
Wailuku Shingon

Service
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Dance
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Lahaina Jodo

6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Paia Mantokuji

6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Kahului Hongwanji

6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Makawao Hongwanji

6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Kahului Jodo

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Wailuku Hongwanji

6:45 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Lahaina Hongwanji

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Kula Shofukuji

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Open

acknowledgments
EITAIKYO
Elaine Akashi – In memory of the Ansai family
Tyler Azeka – In memory of the Azeka & Goshi families
Clifford & Geraldine Beppu – In memory of Fumiko Kagoshima
Beppu
Lauren Chun – In memory of the Kitagawa family
Eugene Endo – In memory of the Endo & Honda families
Joyce Endo – In memory of the Kamemoto & Endo families
Alvin & Martha Fukunaga – In memory of the Fukunaga & Nishimura families
Lydia Furomoto – In memory of Masao Furomoto
Allan Hasegawa – In memory of the Hasegawa & Sawamoto families
Jane Hashimoto - In memory of Bob Takeshi Hashimoto
Michael & Sharon Higa – In memory of the Takemoto & Ohno families
Stan Higashi – In memory of the Higashi family

Arlene Honda – In memory of Shizuko Honda
Cary & Sharon Honda – In memory of Yaeko June Honda
Nolan Ikeoka – In memory of Yoshio & Gladys Asako Ono and the
Takata family
Eric & Cathy Ikeuchi – In memory of the Ikeuchi family
Molly Imoto – In memory of Mitsugi Imoto
Dennis & Grace Ishii – In memory of Yoshito Matsui
Carl Izumi – In memory of Edith, Katsuyuki, & Earl Izumi
Stanley & Harriet Kawamata – In memory of the Kawamata family
June Ko – In memory of the Yoshida family
Gail Kushiyama – In memory of Melvin Kushiyama
Stella Kuwae – In memory of Yoshikatsu Kuwae & the Inaba
family
Patricia Mainaga – In memory of the Mainaga family
Ellen Matsui – In memory of the Matsui family
Milton & Lisa Matsuoka – In memory of the Matsuoka & Takumi
families
Floyd Miyazono – In memory of Joyce Apana
Aiko Mochizuki – In memory of Komao Mochizuki
Elaine Mori – In memory of the Mori family
Minako Mori – In memory of Yasuo Mori
Machiko Moriyasu – In memory of Shigeru Moriyasu
Harold Nagato – In memory of the Morimoto & Tam families
Yvonne Nagoshi – In memory of James Masaru Nagoshi
Dwight Nakao – In memory of Noboru Nakao
Helen Nakashima – In memory of the Nakashima & Motooka families
Torio & Eleanor Nishida – In memory of Yukiko Nishida
Wayne Nishida – In memory of the Nishida & Yoshida families
Charlotte Nomura – In memory of Kenneth Nomura
Helen Ohigashi – In memory of Samuel Tadao Ohigashi
Edith Omuro – In memory of Takeshi Omuro, Tatsuo & Yuki Fukunaga
Mae Omuro – In memory of Richard Hajime Omuro & Teruko Fujimoto
Charles Ota – In memory of the Ota & Matsuyama families
Dennis Ouchi – In memory of Gen & Tomie Hirose
Noreen Saiki – In memory of the Kawakami family
Janet Saito – In memory of Raymond Saito & the Marugaki family
Masako Sakotani – In memory of the Sakotani & Fujiwara families
Linda, Toshi, & Ryan Shibano – In memory of Tomiyoshi, Riichi, &
Ura Shibano
Katsue & Takeo Shishido – In memory of Niichi & Sumie Fujitani
Yukimi Shoda – In memory of George Shoda & Seimu Shoda

KYODAN
Anonymous
Thomas & Gertrude Akamine – In memory of Chester Hayase
Shane & Jodi Komine
Charlotte & Alvin Nakamura – In memory of Thomas Nomura
Lianne Tamashiro
Bessie Tanaka – In memory of the Hamasaki family
James & Karen Wintermyre – In memory of Elsie Ota 7th year
memorial service
Wesley & Marie Wong, Jr.

OHANARYO (Donation for Flowers)
Shiori Yamashiro
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SPECIAL PROJECTS
Ethel Fujii (Temple Curtains)
Eri Shimizu (Temple Curtains)

BUILDING FUND
Winona Lau Hee – In memory of Thomas Shoichi Ansai and Elsie
Ota

YARD SALE
Alvin & Charlotte Nakamura – Donation of Spam for Spam musubi
Noreen Saiki – Donation of Spam for Spam musubi
Harold & Lily Harada – Donation of Spam for Spam musubi

NOKOTSUDO
Arthur & Rene Kimura – In memory of the Yamada & Anthony
families
George Okamoto – In memory of Doris Kawashima 1 year memorial service
Sonya Sakamoto – In memory of Hajime Inouye & Fusayo Inouye
Shiori Yamashiro
Linda & Allan Smith, Sr. – In memory of the Tanouye family
Kazuo & Toshiko Sugiki – In memory of the Sugiki, Agena, &
Harada families

OHIGAN
Anonymous
Tony & Irene Arakaki
Ethel Fujii
Yoshiko Fujiwara
Kazuichi & Grace Hamasaki
Sandra K. Hirata
Kikuo & Peggy Honda
Larry & Margaret Honda

Harold & Janet Inamasu
Janet Kubota
Stella Kuwae
Patricia Mainaga
Machiko Moriyasu
Helen Ohigashi
Mae Omuro
Dennis Ouchi
Richard & Patsy Ouchi

Betty Taira – In memory of the Morisaki family
Howard Takemoto - In memory of Shigeo & Mutsuyo Takemoto
Norma Jean Tamashiro – In memory of Ronald Hideo Tamashiro,
Hajime & Irene Yoshiko Tamashiro
Florence Tanaka – In memory of the Tanaka family
Paul Tokunaga – In memory of Gilbert Masuo Tokunaga
Patricia Toyama – In memory of Kazuto & Michiko Toyama
Edna Tsuji – In memory of Jerome Tsuji
Aileen Unemori – In memory of the Unemori family
Grace Uno – In memory of the Uno & Tsuboi families
Alyce Ushiro – In memory of the Ushiro family
Yoshiko Ushiro – In memory of the Nishida & Yoshida families
Wesley & Marie Wong, Jr. – In memory of Masao Matsumoto
Lydia Yamaguchi – In memory of William Yamaguchi
Jan Yamamoto- In memory of Maxwell Tadao & Stella Aiko Nakano
Kiyoshi Yoda – In memory of the Yoda family

DONATIONS
Hideo & Joyce Kawahara – Donation of 2.2 pounds of Matchairi
Gennmaicha (Japanese Green Tea)

Lillian Satoshige
Nancy Shimoda
Sharon & Michael Sueda
Howard Takemoto
Susumu & Mae Taketa
Florence Tanaka
Robert & Doris Tanaka
France Teshima
Molly Tokunaga

Hoji Memorial Services (April)
Date

Apr. 3
Apr. 18
Apr. 8
Apr. 21
Apr. 21
Apr. 24
Apr. 28
Apr. 7
Apr. 9
Apr. 26
Apr. 10
Apr. 24
Apr. 12
Apr. 21

Name

1st Year – 2016
Tagomori, Tsuyoshi (JO SHO)
Kimura, Masayo (BI GAN)
3rd Year – 2015
Shigetani, Michie Tokumi (GAN DO)
Murata, Misayo (TAI GAN)
Nakamura, Yoshikazu Jerry (GI SHO)
Miyazaki, Shirley Takeko (DAI GAN)
Ota, Prudence (REN KO)
7th Year – 2011
Koja, Kikue (JO KE)
Morisaki, Doris (MYO E)
Mori, Tetsuo (TETSU NEN)
17th Year – 2001
Shibano, Tomiyoshi (JYO FU)
Oki, Mika Tsuruko (RYO DO)
25th Year – 1993
Manta, Tokito (HOETSUIN SAKU
JITOKU)
Yamaoka, Yone (SHO KYO)

Apr. 4
Apr. 26

Betty & Raymond Toyama
Aileen Unemori
Alan & Linda Ann Unemori
Mary Uyeda
Wesley & Marie Wong, Jr.
Tomiko Yamagata
Elaine Yokoyama

33rd Year – 1985
Tanaka, Mitsuko (MYO KYO)
50th Year – 1968
Nishioka, Seki (MYO JAKU)

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest
sympathy and condolence to the families of the following:
Nobuo “Dyke” Tengan (SEI GAN) Age 89, 1397
Hoolako Street, Wailuku; passed away on February 8,
2017.
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