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Kunisaki Scholarship application is
due on Tuesday, May 1, 2018

G

RADUATING SENIORS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS are
reminded that the application for the Reverend Kunisaki
Memorial Scholarship is due on Tuesday, May 1. The
applicant’s parent must be a member of the Wailuku Hongwanji
Mission. The amounts of these scholarships range from $500 to
$1,000. Application forms are available at the temple office for
students who are interested in applying for these scholarships.

Wailuku Hongwanji to sell chow fun
at Maui Matsuri on May 5

W

AILUKU HONGWANJI
will be selling chow fun
at the Maui Matsuri,
which will be held on
Saturday, May 5, at the University
of Hawaii—Maui College courtyard
from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. Chow fun
may be purchased with scrips at the festival. To avoid the scripbooth line, you may purchase presale chow fun tickets from
affiliate organization members or at the temple office. Cost for a
quart container is $8.
Chow fun may be picked up at the Wailuku Hongwanji
social hall from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. or at the Maui College from 2
p.m. to 6 p.m. President Michael Munekiyo asks that you support
this fundraiser by purchasing the chow fun and/or offering your
help to cook or pack the chow fun.
This year marks the 18th annual Maui Matsuri. “Kizuna”
(bonds or connections between people) is the theme of this year's
festival to commemorate a year of making connections and bonding between people.
The Maui Matsuri festival kicks off its activities on Friday,
April 27, at the Queen Kaahumanu Center, which will feature taiko
(Japanese drumming), classical and folk dancing from Maui’s local
Japanese practitioners, a coloring contest, and other entertainment beginning at 6:30 p.m.. The evening concludes with an opportunity for all to participate in Japanese Bon dancing.
On Thursday, May 3, there will be a screening of the movie
“Go For Broke” at the Iao Theater beginning at 6 p.m. On Friday,
May 4, a musical extravaganza at the UH, Maui College “Great
Lawn” will be held to mark 150th Gannenmono Celebration honoring the past 150 years of the first Japanese immigrants to come to
Hawai’i. The evening honors the multi-cultural plantation heritage
that brought the Japanese to Hawai’i. Entertainment from the Hawaiian, Korean, Portuguese, Chinese, and Japanese cultures will
be shared.
On Saturday, May 5, the festival will feature Japanese & Okinawan cultural entertainment, food & craft booths, demonstrations

May 2018

& exhibits, cultural crafts and games for kids, manga & art contest,
hanafuda and eating contests, Cosplay (costume) contest, videogaming and more. The demonstration and entertainment stages
will showcase the best of Maui County’s Japanese and Okinawan
talent. The festivities will end with an obon dance.

 Help needed to prep and cook chow fun

On Friday, May 4, help is needed to clean, cut, and pack 60
pounds of green onions and 125 pounds of bean sprouts beginning at 8:00 a.m. in the kitchen.
On Saturday, May 5, help is needed to cook and pack the
chow fun beginning at 12 noon. Cooking of the chow fun will begin at 12 noon sharp. Your support on Friday and Saturday will be
appreciated.

Reverend Richard Tennes to speak at
Gotan-e Service on May 6

R

EVEREND RICHARD TENNES, RESIDENT MINISTER at Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be
the guest speaker at the Gotan-e (Shinran Shonin, our
founder’s birthday) Service, which will be held on Sunday, May
6, beginning at 9 a.m.
Gotan-e celebrates the birth of the father of Jodo Shinshu,
Shinran Shonin. He founded the Jodo Shinshu or Pure Land
Buddhism for the ordinary people. Buddhism has been in existence in Japan since it was first introduced in the middle of the
6th century. At that time, Buddhism was somewhat of an aristocratic religion. The Buddhist monasteries were restricted to the
noble people and isolated from the ordinary people. Shinran
Shonin founded the religion for ordinary people.
Gotan-e means “coming down birthday gathering.” Another
name for this occasion is Fujimatsuri (wisteria festival). The
double-wisteria crest is the temple crest of Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple. The pendant of wisteria blossoms suggests
humility and sincere reverence to Amida.
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
The following article will be in two parts—Part 1 will be in this
(May) issue and Part 2 will be in the June issue.

St. Shinran — Founder of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
(Part 1)

Namo Amida Butsu

M

OST TEMPLE MEMBERS AND DHARMA
School students know that St. Shinran is the
founder of Jodo Shinshu. Members who took
study classes or who have read the history of our religion
may also know additional facts about St. Shinran such as:
• He was born in an area south of Kyoto in the village of
Hino on May 21, 1173.
• He lost both parents (for different reasons) when he was
a child.
• He entered the priesthood at Mt. Hiei to study Tendai
Buddhism at the age of 9.
• He left Mt. Hiei after 20 years of studying Tendai Buddhism and began studying the Nembutsu teachings under
the guidance of St. Honen.
• He married Lady Eshin-ni at a time when Buddhist
priests were not allowed to marry.
• In 1207, St. Shinran was exiled to Echigo (present day
Niigata).
• While in exile, he continued to propagate the Nembutsu
to all who came to him.
• After approximately five years, St. Shinran was pardoned
and he moved to the Kanto area (just north of present
day Tokyo) where he continued to spread the Nembutsu
teachings among the common people.
• When he was in his early 60's, he returned to Kyoto and
wrote his dynamic guidance to the Nembutsu entitled,
"Kyo-Gyo-Shin-Sho", the Teaching, Practice, Faith, and
Enlightenment.
• St. Shinran passed away at the age of 90 on January 16,
1263.
Although the above facts about St. Shinran are documented, there are many mysteries surrounding his life. Not
well known is the reason he entered the priesthood, and how
he lived propagating the Nembutsu among the common
people. In examining his life in greater detail, almost all will
agree that he led a long and impressive life.
As noted above, St. Shinran entered priesthood at the
tender age of nine years old. He was born into an aristocratic
family and given the name of Matsuwakamaro at birth. His
family, the Hino family, was descended from the Genji clan,
one of the most influential families within the imperial court

system. He was born at a time when the imperial court was
losing its authority to a rising military government, and his
family was soundly defeated by the Heike clan. Feeling
threatened that the Genji families would unite and cause an
uprising to retain control of the government, the Heike clan
set out to annihilate members of the Genji clan. Shinran's
father left the family when Shinran was four years old to escape the Heike clan. Some sources say that he entered
priesthood, but his fate is actually unknown.
Approximately four years later, St. Shinran's mother
passed away unexpectedly due to illness. She left behind St.
Shinran and six siblings. With the help of St. Shinran's uncle,
all seven children were able to enter the priesthood. It was
then that St. Shinran began studying Tendai Buddhism at Mt.
Hiei just outside of present day Kyoto.
The initial reason that St. Shinran entered priesthood
was related to his survival, and it was by no means an easy
life. Because he came from a family that had been defeated,
he was not allowed to associate with people who lived outside of the temple. Of course, he was not allowed to marry,
and he was expected to remain in the monastery in service
to the Buddha for the rest of his life.
St. Shinran adjusted to monastery life quite well despite
the difficult conditions, and he gained the respect of others.
Yet, despite his advancement in the priesthood, he was bothered by what he experienced. He was troubled by the behavior of senior monks who routinely violated the expected
code of conduct. Moreover, the belief that not all, but only
those few who dedicated their life to the Buddha could attain
salvation did not sit well with St. Shinran. He therefore left
Mt. Hiei after 20 years.
(Part 2 to be continued in the June issue)

Shinran Shonin’s Quote!
Your mind is a garden.
Your thoughts are the seeds.
You can grow flowers
Or you can grow weeds.
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori ...................................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
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Itsuyo Kusuda ................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ....................................................................................... Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
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Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ............................................................................... Mrs. Karen Yoshida
STEM Scouting .................................................................. Mrs. Courtnie Morihiro
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Boy Scouts to host Mother’s Day
Brunch on May 13

B

OY SCOUTS OF TROOP 40 WILL BE
hosting
the
Mother’s
Day
Brunch on Sunday, May 13, immediately
after Sunday Service.
The service begins at
8:00 a.m. Scoutmaster
David Merchant cordially
invites temple members
to attend this special
brunch.
Kyodan president Michael Munekiyo reminds
members that May 13th is Mother’s Day and encourages everyone to bring their spouse, mothers, grandmothers, children, grandchildren and
relatives to the service and brunch. He would like
to express his appreciation to the Boy Scouts of
Troop 40 for preparing the brunch for the membership.

Fujimatsuri Festival set for Lahaina
Hongwanji on Sunday, May 20

T

HE MAUI HONGWANJI COUNCIL WILL be sponsoring the annual Fujimatsuri (Gotan-e) or
Wisteria Festival on Sunday, May 20 at
Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. A service
begins at 9:30 a.m. Games, a singing session, lunch, bingo,
and fellowship will be part of the funfest.
Bus service to Lahaina Hongwanji will be available and
is open to anyone wishing to attend the Fujimatsuri activities.
Passengers should be at the temple by 8:00 a.m. The bus
will depart at 8:15 a.m. A donation of $2 will be collected at
boarding.
Deadline to sign-up is Monday, April 30. The passenger
list must be submitted to MEO transportation two weeks prior
to the event.
The Fujimatsuri Festival is held annually to celebrate the
birthday of Shinran Shonin who was born on May 21, 1173.
The wisteria is the flower that represents our sect and is visible as a mon (crest) in our temple and within most of our
publications. The wisteria is symbolic of Jodo Shinshu in
that unlike other flowers which seem to stand up straight and
tall when in full bloom, the wisteria hangs down, as if in humility. This teaches us that a true and real human being
does not stand up in arrogance of their accomplishments,
but rather realizes that they have much to be grateful for.

“Obon Mairi” to begin on June 1

R

EVEREND SHINKAI MURAKAMI WILL BEGIN
“Obon Mairi” (house visitation) for Wailuku Hongwanji Kyodan members beginning on Friday, June
1. Kyodan members need to contact Reverend Murakami at
214-3067 to make arrangements for the date and time when
he may visit their home.
Annually, Reverend Murakami visits temple members’
homes to conduct an Obon service as part of the custom of
honoring the spirits of one's ancestors. This Buddhist custom
has evolved into a family reunion when the spirits of
ancestors are supposed to revisit the household altar. The
family honors their ancestors and acknowledges their gratitude for the contribution they made to their lives. They celebrate life and the sacred connection of all living beings.
Members are reminded to clean their butsudan (family altar)
and place fresh flowers for the service.

Obon season to begin in June

T

HE MAUI BUDDHIST COUNCIL ANNOUNCED THE following
dates for Obon service and dance, along with the times. Because
some family members may be observing Hatsubon and need to
travel, the dates of the Obon services have been posted.

Maui Buddhist Council
2018 Obon Schedule
Day
Saturday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

Date
June 2
June 9
June 15
June 16
June 22
June 23
June 29
June 30
July 7
July 13
July 14
July 20
July 21
July 27
July 28
July 29
August 3
August 4
August 10
August 11
August 17
August 18
August 25

Temple
Lahaina Shingon
Puunene Nichiren
Wailuku Jodo
Wailuku Shingon

Service
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Dance
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Kahului Jodo

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Lahaina Jodo

6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Paia Mantokuji

6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Kahului Hongwanji

6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Open

7:00 p.m.

Makawao Hongwanji
10:00 a.m.

Wailuku Hongwanji

6:45 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Lahaina Hongwanji

6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Open
Kula Shofukuji

Buddha’s Quote

“Drop by drop is the water pot filled.
Likewise, the wise man, gathering it
little by little, fills himself with good.”
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Affiliate organizations

BWA to participate in Dharma School
awards program on June 3

Buddhist Women’s News

WA MEMBERS WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THE
Dharma School Awards Sunday program on June 3,
beginning at 8 a.m. Gifts of appreciation to the school
teachers will be presented for their efforts and dedication to
propagate Shin Buddhist teachings to our youngsters.
In charge of refreshments are Frances Teshima, Stella
Kuwae, Yoshiko Fujiwara, Sandy Matsuda, Pat Matsumoto,
and Nancy Shimoda.

Janet Kubota, Reporter

Members to attend MUBWA Spring
Assembly on April 28

B

ECAUSE THE MAY HONOTOMO IS MAILED TO
members late in April, this news release is to remind
BWA members that the Maui United Buddhist Women’s Association Spring Assembly will be held on Saturday,
April 28, at Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple beginning at
11 a.m. Members are asked to donate one or more cans of
Spam to Maui Food Bank. They will be joined by members
from Kahului, Lahaina, Lanai, and Makawao Hongwanji
BWAs.
On the program will be the business meeting, a presentation by the Blue Zones Project, and lunch. Bento lunch will
cost $11. Deadline to sign up to attend the assembly and
order a bento is Thursday, April 19.
Prior to the assembly, Wailuku BWA members will be visiting Roselani Place in Kahului. Members will meet in the
lobby at 9:30 a.m. and visit with friends and temple members. Gifts will be presented to the residents of the facility on
behalf of MUBWA.
Transportation will be on your own. However, arrangements may be made for anyone needing transportation to
the visitation and assembly. Please contact Janet Kubota at
633-3883 for transportation.

BWA to hold meeting on May 27

T

HE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BUDDHIST
Women’s Association will be held on Sunday, May
27, following the Memorial Day Service. On the
agenda will be discussion on the Award Day presentation,
Kupuna Aloha Luncheon, and preplanning for the upcoming
excursion in June.

BWA members to assist WHM
Matsuri Committee

B

WA MEMBERS WILL BE ASSISTING THE WHM
Maui Matsuri Committee in preparing the green
onions and bean sprouts for the chow fun.
Chairperson Sandy Matsuda asks that members help in the
preparation of the washing, drying, cutting, and packing of
the green onions and bean sprouts, which will take place on
Friday, May 4, beginning at 7:30 a.m.
On Saturday, May 5, members are needed to assist in
the packing of the cooked chow fun from 12 noon. Members
who are able to help should contact Faith Tengan to sign up
to volunteer if they are able to help.

B

April 28, 2018
May 3, 2018
May 16, 2018
May 17, 2018
May 20, 2018
June 7, 2018
June 20, 2018
June 21, 2018

BWA IMPORTANT DATES
MUBWA Spring Assembly
Groups 3 and 5
ACCW – Team #5
Groups 2 and 4
Fujimatsuri (Lahaina)
Groups 1 and 6
ACCW – Team #6
Groups 3 and 5

Bus transportation available for Fujimatsuri Picnic on May 20

B

WA PRESIDENT JANET KUBOTA REMINDS members that bus transportation to the Fujimatsuri Picnic
at Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on Sunday,
May 20, is open to everyone. Passengers should be at the
temple by 8:15 a.m. The bus will depart at 8:30 a.m. A donation of $2.00 will be collected at boarding.

BWA members visit Hale Makua on
April 2, as part of Hanamatsuri observance

S

EVENTEEN MEMBERS OF THE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S Association visited Hale Makua, Wailuku, on
April 2, in observance of Hanamatsuri week and in
celebration of Spring. Members visited club members and
friends residing at the facility.
After presentation of a gift package to Hale Makua,
members culminated their excursion with fellowship and
lunch at Miko’s Cuisine restaurant in Wailuku.

16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention to be held in San Francisco

T

HE 16TH WORLD BUDDHIST WOMEN’S CONVENTION will be held at the Marriott Marquis in San Francisco on August 30 – September 1, 2019. Registration may be made at www.wbwconvention.org.
Approximately 2,000 women and men of many generations
are anticipated to gather from Japan, Canada, Brazil, Hawaii,
and throughout the US mainland to explore and experience
the Convention theme: “Live the Nembutsu.”
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Dharma School News
•

Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Anna Fosbinder to MC Gotan-e (Shinran Shonin’s birthday) Service on
May 6



NNA FOSBINDER WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF
Ceremony at the Gotan-e Service, which will be held
on Sunday, May 6, beginning at 9 a.m. Reverend
Richard Tennes, Resident Minister at Kahului Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple will be the guest speaker. Donavan Ikeuchi will ring the kansho bell and Anna Fosbinder will read the
aspiration. Louis Fosbinder, Sam Marie Quipotla and Meiko
Kurokawa will welcome members and visitors to the service
and do the collection of offerings.

•

•

Donavan Ikeuchi to MC Mother’s Day
Service on May 13

D

ONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MASTER OF Ceremonies at the Mother’s Day Service on Sunday,
May 13, beginning at 8 a.m. Tom Shuster will ring
the kansho bell and Donavan Ikeuchi will read the aspiration.
Benjamin Komine and Kingston Komine will welcome members and visitors and do the collection of offerings.
Co-Director Joan Tamori urges students to bring their
mother and grandmothers to the service and honor them at
the service and brunch, which is hosted by the Boy Scouts of
Troop 40.

Ten ways to make your Mother feel
special

T

HE UNIQUE BOND BETWEEN A MOTHER AND child is
never-ending. Our mothers give selflessly so that we may
prosper and grow. They polish and mold us; nurture and
scold us. A mother’s love is everlasting and unconditional. Mothers
are a blessing! How can we show such a dynamic and amazing
woman how much we care? All Pro Dad wants to share ways to
make your mother feel special:
• Respect – Everything Mom has done for you…every single
thing she has sacrificed on your behalf—deserves your respect. She has earned it! Treat her with the utmost dignity and
honor.
• The Letter – Write your mom a handwritten note. Describe to
her the reasons why you feel she is special. Thank her for being such a wonderful person and parent. It will mean the world
to her.
• Scrapbook - Put together a scrapbook of some of your favorite memories of her. Dig deep in those old photo boxes and
albums. Get creative and make it fun. Moms love taking a trip
down memory lane.
• Projects And Chores – Your mom always has something
that needs to be done—a shelving unit to be constructed; a
leaky roof that needs to be repaired; grass that needs cutting.

•

•
•

Just like when you lived at home, there’s a long list of things
to do. Help her out, just like she helped you as a child.
Donate To Moms In Need – On your mom’s behalf, make a
donation to an organization serving the needs of moms in
trouble. You won’t have any trouble finding one; teen pregnancy centers, battered women’s shelters, single moms on
welfare. Talk to your mom about it and find out which one she
would most like to help.
Public Acknowledgement – Moms love to be bragged on.
Mind you, she’s not gonna ask you to brag, but she sure loves
to hear you talking nicely about her. Make a point to give your
mom credit for the person you have become. Honor her
among her friends and peers with your kind words of praise.
Manners – She worked hard to teach you good manners;
“Don’t talk with your mouth full.” “Put your napkin on your
lap.” “Speak clearly and directly.” “Listen when someone
else is talking.” Show her you’ve learned the lessons. Make
sure you put those good manners into practice when you are
with her (and even when you’re not). She will feel satisfied by
a job well done.
Make Her Feel Needed – As your mom gets older, she may
begin to feel that she doesn’t have anything left to offer. Of
course, that’s not true, but everyone wants to be
needed…especially mom. Make sure she knows you and your
family still need her. Include her in your life, and always make
her feel welcome.
Loyalty – One of the most precious gifts you can give your
mother is your unquestioned loyalty. Blood runs thicker than
water as they say. Never forget where you came from.
Flowers—Just Because – We all send flowers on Mother’s
Day and birthdays. Well, maybe not, but if you want to make
her feel really special, give her flowers for no reason at all.
Surprise her with a visit, and a personal delivery—just to say,
“I love you and I was thinking about you.” It might sound corny, but she will be thrilled. The simple things in life mean the
most.

Dharma students urged to attend the
Fujimatsuri Festival on May 20

S

TUDENTS IN THE DHARMA SCHOOL PROGRAM
are urged to participate in Fujimatsuri, which will be
held at the Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on
Sunday, May 20, beginning at 9:39 a.m. After the service, students will join youngsters from other temples in various fun activities. Co-Director Tamori promises a fun time for all students
and parents.

Sharon Higuchi to be guest speaker at
the Family Service on May 27



HARON HIGUCHI WILL BE THE GUEST SPEAKER
AT the Family Service on May 27, beginning at 8
a.m. An adult volunteer will be the Master of Ceremonies. Ringing the kansho bell, reading of the aspiration,
welcoming visitors, and the collection of offerings will be
assigned to adult volunteers.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Presenting the Class of 2018

Class of 2018: (L to R) Kamren Wakakuwa, Noah Tomooka, Aden Molina, Kristi Echiverri, Nicholas Endo, Tasia Matsuda, Tom Shuster, Hiiaka
Kahuhu, Matthew Kauhola, and Davin Kiyabu.

Kristi Echiverri
Menlo College, CA – Business Management

Nicholas Endo
University of Washington – Economics

Hiiaka Kahuhu
Chemeketa Community College, OR – Japanese and English/Communication

Matthew Kauhola
University of Advancing Technology, AZ –
Artificial Intelligence

Davin Kiyabu
Oregon State University, OR - Engineering

Tasia Matsuda
Creighton University, NE – Pre-Med

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-6-

Aden Molina
Hawaii Tokai International College, HI

Tom Shuster
U. S. Army – Culinary Arts

Noah Tomooka
Menlo College, CA - Business

Kamren Wakakuwa
UH, Manoa, HI – Music/Engineering

Dr. Kelly Kawahara was the guest speaker
and provided insight to the graduates.

Co-chair of the Grad Banquet were Joyce
Chun and Shelley Quipotla.

Jackye and Riley Kaneshina attend the Graduates Banquet as Davin
Kiyabu is a member of the Class of 2018.

Grace and Ralph Murakami are joined by grandson Nicholas Endo at
the Grad Banquet in Miko’s Restaurant.

Lillian Kiyabu, along with Durwin and Debbie Kiyabu, attend the Graduates Banquet in support of graduating senior Davin Kiyabu.

Graduate Nicholas Endo has the support of his family—Randy, Emma,
and Patti Endo.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Congratulations!

Graduation Committee members are Reverend Murakami,
Shelley Quipotla, Michael Munekiyo, Joyce Chun and
Grant Chun.

Janet Shimada attends the Graduates Banquet
in support of Grandson Kamren Wakakuwa.

Kristi Echiverri expresses her appreciation in behalf of the graduates.

Kamaile, Hiiaka, and Wendy Kahuhu attend the Graduates Banquet on April 12.

Stacy and Chuck Hisamoto attend the Graduates Banquet for their son, Noah Tomooka.

Tasia Matsuda and Kristi Echiverri
express their feelings of graduating.

Ace, Bea, and Courtney Morihiro attend the banquet before attending their scout meeting.

Noah Tomooka expresses his appreciation to grandparents Isamu and
Barbara Iwaishi.

Nazo Yamashiro, Arissa Molina, Cy Yamashiro, and Jana Yamashiro
attend the Graduates Banquet and offer congratulations to Aden Molina on his graduation from high school.

Grandma Mary Tokumaru joins Lucky, Kristi, Kami, and Laura Echiverri
at the Graduates Banquet.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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hanamatsuri activities

Students and parents in the Dharma School program participate in the
Hanamatsuri program.

Eric Ikeuchi, Florence Tanaka, Danny Topp, Sandy Matsuda, and Ethel
Fujii are part of the WHM Dharma Strummers.

Kingston pours sweet tea over Baby Buddha as his mother, Jodi, and
Benjamin look on.

Travler and Hunter fly their kites that they made at the Hanamatsuri
Festival at the Velma McWayne Santos Community Center .

Cathy DeGuzman and Gregg Okamoto instruct students from Makawao
Hongwanji on the origami sumo tournament during Hanamatsuri Festival.

Blair and Danny play “Go” at the Hanamatsuri Festival at the Velma
McWayne Santos Community Center on April 1.

WHM dharma school students and parents singing "We Are Ohana" at the April 1, 2018 Central Maui Hanamatsuri Event held at the Velma McWayne
Santos Community Center. The singers were accompanied by the WHM Dharma Strummers.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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bwa activities

Members of the Buddhist Women’s Association visited Hale Makua in
Wailuku and presented a gift in observance of Hanamatsuri week.
Grace Hamasaki, Mae Omuro, Cody, and Nancy Shimoda sell Spam
musubi and chow fun at the yard sale.

Grace Hamasaki, Yoshiko Fujiwara, Margaret Honda, Nancy Shimoda,
Lillian Satoshige, Machiko Moriyasu, Florence Tanaka, and Frances
Teshima enjoy lunch at Miko’s after their visit to Hale Makua Wailuku.

After sorting and pricing items for the yard sale, BWA members enjoy
their lunch and a time for fellowship.

INFANT PRESENTATION & EGG HUNT

Children enjoyed the egg hunt in the social hall.

The Kurokawa family offers incense at the Infant Presentation ceremony on April 8.

Infant Presentation Participants – Olivia with Yuki and Michael Jones carrying Amilia Yukino; Kimble carrying Kingston and Eri Shimizu carrying
Vivienne Poon; Chris carrying Tate Kaio and Sam Marie with Shelley Quipotla; Karla carrying Max Masayoshi, Meiko and Mason with Kirk Kurokawa;
Garrett Nishida carrying Reiko and Rodelyn with Gracelyn; Jeremy with Taylor and Jordyn with Randie Ann Ota; and Reverend Murakami.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Legend, Kira, and Skye focus while coloring their hard boiled eggs
during our Easter celebration. Happy Easter!!!

Best friends, Kameryn-Rylee and Juliann pose for a picture with the
Easter Bunny.

Let it be Spring! Nicole planted a pea seed in Ms. Dawn’s group garden
as a part of our spring planting. All the children helped to plant green
peas and radish seeds in the garden.

Happy Easter everyone! The children worked hard coloring such beautiful and colorful Easter eggs.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Gakuen News
Gakuen graduation and awards ceremony to be held on May 12

P

RINCIPAL SHINKAI MURAKAMI ANNOUNCED THAT
the Wailuku Hongwanji Japanese Language School
will be holding its Gakuen Awards Day on Saturday,
May 12, in the social hall beginning at 10 a.m. Students will
be recognized for their achievements during the past school
year. Parents and friends are cordially invited to the Awards
Day ceremony.

Cultural Day planned for May 25



HE FINAL CULTURAL DAY ACTIVITY FOR THE
Japanese Language School will be held on Friday,
May 25. The theme for the day is OKONOMIYAKI.
What is Okonomiyaki? It is a Japanese pancake containing
a variety of ingredients. Better known as “Japanese Pizza”
because the filling and toppings are chosen by what you
wants in the pancake. Some of the items are bacon, green
onion, cabbage, shrimps, that one may select. The word
okonomi, meaning "how you like" or "what you like", and yaki
meaning "grill".

Gakuen to end on May 30



ARENTS AND STUDENTS ARE REMINDED THAT
the last day for the Japanese Language School is
Wednesday, May 30. Students are requested to
take home all personal items prior to school ending.

sale. Your generosity in preparing the pickled mango, honeysalted lemons, and “goody goody” sherbert was appreciated.
Thank you to the Judo Club for assisting in the cooking and
packing of the chow fun. Mahalo to the Boy Scouts for setting up the tents and helping carrying items to the cars/
To the members who donated plants, thank you for your
generous donations. Hirata stated, “Without the support of
our members, we could not accomplish a financially successful fundraiser.”

Dates for bon practice announced



O PREPARE FOR THE OBON SEASON, MEMBERS are invited to Obon practice at the Kahului
Community Center on Saturday, May 12, beginning
at 7 p.m. Other Obon practices are scheduled at Makawao
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on Friday, May 29 and Saturday, May 30 beginning at 7 p.m.
Editor’s Note: I found the following article written by Reverend Kazuaki Nakata in the May-June 2016 LA Betsuin Jiho to be interesting
and I wanted to share it with you. I felt that the last paragraph of his
article was the most important. “Do you visit your family grave or
nokotsudo?” This month, Sunday, May 13, is Mother’s Day. What a
perfect time to “remember the loving memories and their smiling
face.”

MEMORIES BEYOND LIFE
By Rev. Kazuaki Nakata

The columbarium is called the nokotsudo in Japanese
American Buddhism and by Japanese Americans. Nokotsu
means placement of an individual’s ashes or bones. Do
means a building with rooms inside.
Within the Shin Buddhist tradition in Japan, many temSummer fun to begin on June 5
ples have a nokotsudo as part of the temple or in outside
HE SUMMER FUN PROGRAM WILL BEGIN ON
locations. Our mother temple Hongwanji in Kyoto, has its
Tuesday, June 5, and end on Friday, July 20, 2018.
own nokotsudo which is known as the Otani-Honbyo in the
The program will again be under the direction of
eastern Kyoto area.
Tanya Ito-Shima and Sheri Tam Ho. The program will focus
The Otani-Honbyo was originally established in 1272.
on gross motor activities, individual self-expression, and soThat was nine years after our founder Shinran Shonin’s
cial development. Activities may include language arts and
death. Subsequently, 200 years later, our ancestors enmath, arts and crafts, music, games, and weekly trips to
countered the first Jodo Shinshu persecution in 1465. After
Wailuku Swimming Pool. For more information, please conthe tragedy of the persecution, Otani-Honbyo had to be relotact Mrs. Ito-Shima at 244-9428.
cated several times. Finally, in 1603, the current location was
Hirata expresses appreciation for supfound and named the location “Otani”. A new Buddha Hall
porting Yard Sale
(Daibutsu Den) was built in Otani. Later, the Buddha Hall
and its complex were reformed and renamed to OtaniANDRA HIRATA, YARD SALE COORDINATOR,
Honbyo.
would like to thank temple members for supportThe nokotsudo at the LA Betsuin was newly constructed
ing the yard sale by donating their slightly used
in
2005
as a part of our Nishi centennial special occasion.
items and for supporting the yard sale that was held on April
The nokotsudo is able to house thousands of urns. Ten
7. She would like to thank members who donated canned
years later, hundreds of urns that have been interred.
Spam for the Spam musubi. A special thank you goes to the
In the last 15 years of my ministry, I have had many
Buddhist Women’s Association members who spent hours
unique
requests regarding the urns. Some families wished to
cleaning, sorting, and pricing the donated items and preparput
their
loved one’s ashes or bones into a pendant so that
ing of ingredients for the chow fun and Spam musubi for the
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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they could carry it with them. Another family initially wanted
to have their family member in an urn. They, subsequently
decided to scatter the ashes in the ocean.
There have been times where I have had to open an urn.
When opening an urn, there is a clear plastic bag with an
attached tag with a serial number. When I opened an urn for
the first time, it was unsettling. I placed the urn on the front
table of the altar and chanted. In my head I knew that there
were no magical miracles or ghosts in Shin Buddhism. As a
human being, however, I was not comfortable with this situation. I would like to share a story that took place over ten
years ago.
One day, a family brought two urns to my office and
asked me, “Rev. Kaz, our family would like to put my mom
and dad’s ashes together. Can you do that?” By then I was
comfortable in opening an urn. I told the family, “Sure, I am
happy to take care of it.” I held the two urns in both my
hands and went to the hondo. I first placed a sheet of aluminum foil on a table, if any of the ashes were to leak out of the
plastic bag, I could easily place it back into the urn. I unscrewed the wife’s urn and took out the plastic bag containing her ashes. The husband’s urn was bigger so the family
wished to put both sets of ashes into the husband’s urn.
I unscrewed the husband’s urn and I attempted to put
her ashes into the urn. Her plastic bag, however, was slightly
larger than the free space in the urn. I made several attempts but I couldn’t get it to fit. The family had been waiting
at the temple office so I went to explain the problem. I suggested that, “If we mix both of their ashes into one plastic
bag, it will fit.” The family agreed with my idea. So, I walked
back to the hondo and I opened their plastic bags. I slowly
poured her ashes into the husband’s plastic bag.
Then, something fell out of the wife’s bag onto the aluminum foil. It was a ring. I assumed that the ring was on her
during the cremation process because it was cracked. I then
wondered if the husband’s ashes might contain something.
So, I squeezed the bag with my fingers and found something. I used a pair of metal chopsticks and managed to retrieve what was his wedding band which had the same design as his wife’s ring.
I then had the idea to join the two rings. Her ring was
cracked so I was able to link the two rings.
Before I opened the urns, their children shared with me
that their mom and dad had shared their love and life for
over 55 years. They always helped each other. For this reason the children had requested to put their ashes together
into one urn, though they did not expect to have their ash
mixed together.
After I poured all her ashes with his ashes, I placed their
joined rings on top of their ashes. I whispered, “Now both of
you are really, really together.” Unexpectedly, I began tearing up.

Do you visit your family grave or nokotsudo? There are
many stories within those urns. When we see their name on
their urn, gravestone or name plate, we remember the loving
memories and their smiling face. We can then realize those
memories beyond life. In our Shin Buddhist tradition in the
BCA, we especially encourage all to visit your family’s grave
during the Memorial Day weekend and during Obon. We do
think of Obon as a joyous time with the dancing, food, and
drink, but we need to remember that Obon is a time to remember and visit our family’s grave and nokotsudo. During
the Memorial Day weekend, we will conduct special services
at various cemeteries and at the nokotsudo. You are encouraged to attend these services.

Joint statement by Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii’s Office
of the Bishop and Committee on
Social Concerns on Gun Violence
and Mass Shootings
March 14, 2018
We extend our deepest sympathies and condolences to the
victims of the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School, their families, and the entire school community. As senseless gun violence continues to claim thousands of lives annually in
the United States and cause untold grief and suffering, we are
moved to contribute perspectives on this critical issue as Buddhists and as followers of the Jodo Shinshu faith tradition.
We begin by acknowledging our necessarily limited and imperfect understanding. Like any institution or individual in a position to address gun violence even indirectly, we need guidance. In
Buddhism, we seek guidance from the Buddha, the Dharma
(teachings), and the Sangha (our extended community of fellow
travelers). We hereby share some of the guidance we find for addressing the issue of gun violence and offer some recommended
actions.
Causes and Conditions
The Buddha taught that everything that exists and occurs
arise from prior causes and conditions. Acts of gun violence arise
out of complex sets of causes and conditions rather than from
some inexplicable evil. This concept gives hope that with right
understanding and action, we can affect causes and conditions in
ways that will reduce gun violence.
We are encouraged by the commitment and initiative of
young students across the country who are insisting that our government institutions address the crisis of gun violence. Their actions are already creating conditions more favorable to enacting
sensible and responsible restrictions. May they find the guidance
and strength they need to maintain poise, eloquence, and determination in pursuit of change.
Right Understanding
The Noble Eightfold Path is the Buddha’s prescription for liberation from suffering, and right understanding is one of the eight
components. We must seek to understand why the epidemic of
gun violence in the United States is occurring. To this end, we support lifting restrictions that prevent the Centers for Disease Control
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and Prevention from studying gun violence. We urge Congress to
provide funding for the CDC to do this work.
The Middle Path
A related Buddhist teaching that is likewise helpful to consideration of gun violence and how our society might respond is the
Middle Path. This is a path that avoids extremes, allowing a dispassionate vantage point from which to better observe opposing
sides and grow our understanding. Between extremes of absolute
control and absolute freedom lies a middle path of practical reality.
A convincing case may be made that the United States has
strayed from the middle path when it comes to guns, veering to an
extreme of permissiveness. We support pursuing corrective
measures by our elected representatives and other officials to
restore balance. Among such measures may be reenacting a ban
on assault rifles, raising the age minimums for gun purchases,
strengthening background checks, and removing loopholes that
allow gun sellers and buyers to bypass checks. Gun laws in the
state of Hawaii provide good examples in some areas.
While sensible gun regulations are a key element of addressing gun violence in this country and should be pursued immediately, addressing root causes is fundamental to achieving lasting
peace in our communities.
Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion and Thoughts and
Actions
The roots of our actions are in our thoughts. If our minds are
consumed with thoughts and feelings of alienation, rejection, anger, and misguided notions of gender and power, our actions may
be antisocial and possibly violent. Conversely, if our minds are
awakened to the oneness of existence and the all-embracing Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha, our mental orientation is
one of gratitude, appreciation, acceptance, and helping. In this
case, there is less chance of violent thoughts taking root and being expressed in actions.
Interconnectedness
Buddhism teaches that we are all connected to each other
through a vast web of connections. This means that each one of
us can help to bring about peace through our thoughts, words,
and actions wherever we may be — for example, our schools,
workplaces, and neighborhoods. It is up to us to observe where
the societal net is fraying and where individuals may perceive that
their connection has been lost. In these cases, we can reach out
to those who are suffering. Through our smile, kind words, deep
listening, and/or counsel, we can help manifest the compassion
that embraces them.
Deep Self-Reflection and Deeper Insight
Let us all try to connect with people who are feeling rejected,
ignored, or bullied. Let us all reflect upon our attachment to the
"rightness" of our views and seek to understand other points of
view. Let us all help each other adjust to change in a constantly
changing world. Let us all strive to strengthen our society by better
balancing freedom with responsibility. Guided by deep selfreflection, let us all work to bring well-being and peace to our
communities.
Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani is the spiritual head of our Jodo
Shinshu tradition. On the final day of a series of services in 2017
marking his accession to the role, the new Gomonshu said, "The
sense of security of being embraced in the Buddha’s compassion

becomes the support in our daily life and empowers us to become
actively engaged in society." It is in this spirit that we offer this
statement on gun violence.
Namo Amida Butsu
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is the umbrella organization for Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in the islands. Our
mission is to share the living Teachings of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism so that all beings may enjoy lives of harmony,
peace, and gratitude.

Water is your best drink



OME VERY INTERESTING INFORMATION HAS
come from Mayo Clinic and some of the information
may save your life. How many times have you heard
people say, “I don’t want to drink anything before going to
bed because I will have to get up during the night and go to
the bathroom?”
Heart attack and water: A doctor was asked, “Why do
people need to urinate so much at night time?” The doctor
explained that gravity holds water in the lower part of your
body when you are upright (legs swell). When you lie down
and the lower body (legs etc.) seeks level with the kidneys, it
is then that the kidneys remove the water because it is easier.
Drinking water at a certain time maximizes its effectiveness on the body: 1 glass of water 30 minutes before a meal
helps digestion; one glass of water before taking a bath
helps lower blood pressure; and one glass of water before
going to bed avoids stroke or heart attack.
Water at bedtime will also help prevent night time leg
cramps. Your leg muscles are seeking hydration when they
cramp and wake you up. Drink lots of water, but not the sugary drinks.
A

acknowledgments

KYODAN
Hiranaga, Leighton
Makimoto, Robert & Lori – In memory of Frank Namio Makimoto
Ouchi, Richard – In memory of Kosaku Ouchi
NOKOTSUDO

Honda, Margaret
Ito, Susan – In memory of Mabel Y. Matsushita
Kanemitsu, Miki – In memory of Noboru & Haruko Kanemitsu
Kanemitsu, Ronald & Jeanne – In memory of Noboru & Haruko Kanemitsu
Mijo, Gerald & Dawn – In memory of Mabel Y. Matsushita
Tambalo, Lois
TEMPLE HANDICAPPED BATHROOM
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio & Yuriko Nishida
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OFUSE
Fujiwara, Yoshiko – In memory of Larry Honda
Honda, Margaret – In memory of Larry Honda
Inamasu, Harold & Janet – In memory of Larry Honda
Iskikawa, Ronald & Sylvia – In memory of Larry Honda
Kuwae, Stella – In memory of Larry Honda
Mori, Elaine – In memory of Shoichi Mori
Mori, Minako – In memory of Yasuo Mori
Nakahashi, Frankie – In memory of Mitsue Nakahashi
Nakahashi, Tetsuo – In memory of Mitsue Nakahashi
Nashiwa, Gloria – In memory of Kiyoko Komatsu
Okamoto, George – In memory of Janet Okamoto
Okamoto, Stanley – In memory of Janet Okamoto
OFFICE DOOR REPLACEMENT
Kurisu, Carol Mae – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Kurisu, Jay & Sonya – In memory of Jane Kurisu
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio & Yuriko Nishida
EITAIKYO
Inamasu, Harold & Janet – In memory of Namio Makimoto
Makimoto, Harold – In memory of Namio Makimoto
Mori, Elaine
Nishida, Eleanor – In memory of Torio & Yuriko Nishida
Ota, Charles
Shiigi, Helene
OHIGAN
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Mori, Elaine
Fujii, Ethel
Moriyasu, Machiko
Fujiwara, Yoshiko
Ohigashi, Helen
Hamasaki, Grace T
Omuro, Mae
Hirata, Edward
Ouchi, Richard
Honda, Margaret
Satoshige, Lillian
Hozaki, Carolyn
Shimoda, Nancy
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Sueda, Sharon & Michael
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Taketa, Susumu & Mae
Kimura, Bernice
Tamori, Edward & Joan
Komine, Shane & Jodi
Tanaka, Florence
Kubota, Janet
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
Kuwae, Stella
Uyeda, Mary
Miyamoto, Harriette & Richard
YARD SALE
Araki, Charles – 1 dozen cans of Spam
Harada, Howard & Lily – 8 cans of Spam
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce – 4 cans of Spam & storage bags
McCarthy, Cynthia – 8 cans of Spam
Shimizu, Eri & Kimble Poon – 2 dozen cans of Spam
Takafuji, Marshal – 50 skirts from Thailand
Taketa, Mae & Susumu – ½ dozen cans of Spam
NEW YEAR’S DONATION
Tengan, Misao
Tsai, Jeffrey & Fukushima, Laurie

NEW YEAR’S DONATION
Maui Bronco League
Ogata, Val & Liane
Pacific Jobbers Warehouse, Inc.
Wailuku Federal Credit Union

OFFERTORY
Komine, Shane & Jodi

Hoji Memorial Services (May)
Date

May 17
May 24
May 10
May 13
May 14
May 28
May 7
May 24
May 1
May 14
May 26
May 27

Name

1st Year – 2017
Ganiko, Kikuko (JO GAN)
Yokouchi, Edwin Ken (KEN RYU)
7th Year – 2012
Hashiro, Rose (MYO SHO)
Kushiyama, Melvin Sadao (TEI GAN)
Imai, Yoshiyuki “Pop” (GI SHI)
Nomura, Kenneth Kenji (KEN SHO)
17th Year – 2000
Miyamoto, James Saburo (JYO SAN)
Tokunaga, Miyuki (AN SAI)
50th Year – 1969
Tashiro, Tamotsu (JO TOKU)
Mabe, Yoshie (JAKU CHO)
Ino, Mitsuo (KO TOKU)
Hamasaki, Yoshio Jack (SHIN KAI)

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest
sympathy and condolence to the families of the following:
Harry Nobuyuki Furomoto (JO GYO) Age 87,
664 Pio Drive, Wailuku; passed away on March 14,
2018.
Betty Ritsuko Oura (DAI CHI) Age 89, 121 Lehua Street, Kahului; passed away on March 28, 2018.
Tracy Masayuki Takayama (SHO GAN) Age 51,
1597 Ono Street, Wailuku; passed away on April 1,
2018.
Hiroshi Oishi (KO NEN) Age 91, 233 Mokapu
Street, Kahului; passed away on April 3, 2018.
Molly Ayano Tokunaga (JU KO) Age 84, 280
Ekoa Place, Wailuku; passed away on April 5, 2018.
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