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Wailuku Hongwanji Yard Sale set for
Saturday, April 6

Wailuku’s Hanamatsuri and Infant
Presentation Day set for April 14

AILUKU HONGWANJI
will be holding its Yard
Sale on Saturday, April
6, beginning at 7 a.m. and ending at 11 a.m.
Donated items still being accepted
Donated items are still being accepted until April 4.
Gently used clothing items, vintage dishes, glassware, casserole dishes, and storage bowls are needed. Garden tools,
shoes, and handbags are items that shoppers want. Games
and toys are prized by young families. Vegetables and flowering plants, along with “cement” pots sell well.
In addition, the committee is seeking donations of
canned Spam, which will be used for Spam musubi. Donated items are being accepted during business hours.
Members help needed to sort and price items beginning on Wednesday, April 3
Help is needed by members to sort and price items that
will be sold at the yard sale. Chair Sandra Hirata needs
workers beginning on Wednesday, April 3, through Friday
April 5, beginning at 8:30 a.m. On Friday, help is also
needed to cut onions for the chow fun beginning at 8 a.m.
On Saturday, help is needed to prepare Spam musubi beginning at 5 a.m.

HE ANNUAL HANAMATSURI BUDDHA DAY SERVICE
and Infant Presentation (Hatsumairi or Shosan-shiki)
will be held on Sunday, April 14, beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Reverend Murakami would like to encourage new parents and
grandparents to attend and participate in this special service.
He stated that Hanamatsuri, which literally means flower
festival, is celebrated on April 8, the birth of Siddhartha Gautama. Siddhartha became enlightened as Sakyamuni Buddha
and this marks the release of all sentient beings from suffering
and sorrow.
The Infant Presentation Ceremony (Shosan-shiki) gives
each family the opportunity to present their child to Amida
Buddha and the Sangha for the first time.
He stated that raising a child or even a grandchild is one of
the most important tasks in one’s life. It is something that
should be done with a great deal of thought. Other than the gift
of life, the Dharma is one of the most important gifts you could
present to your child or grandchild. He said that this ceremony
is our temple’s way of celebrating Hanamatsuri—the birth of
Buddha.
During the ceremony, the parents will take a solemn vow to
do all in their power to guide the spiritual growth of their child
according to the high ideals set forth in the teaching of the Buddha. The parents are, in effect, revealing their commitment to raising this child in such a way that the child will hopefully see the
merit of the parent's chosen religious path and after that choose
it as their own. The temple and its followers are also revealing
their commitment to support and cherish that child. At this ceremony your child will receive a gift of its first Onenju.
For an application form to participate in the Infant Presentation Ceremony, parents and grandparents may contact Reverend Murakami or pick it up at the temple office.

W

Central Maui Hanamatsuri (Flower
Festival) to be held on Sunday, April 7

D

IRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES DANNY TOPP WOULD
like to encourage temple members to attend the
Central Maui Hanamatsuri Festival, which will be held
on Sunday, April 7, at the Velma McWayne Santos Community
Center in Wailuku beginning with a service at 9:00 a.m. Guest
speaker will be Pieper Toyama, President of Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii.
Chairman Topp reported that Wailuku Hongwanji is general
chair of the festival, along with altar set up, keyboard and
organist, and lunch set up. In addition, temple members will be
participating in the entertainment portion of the festival.
Reverend Shinkai Murakami invites all members to participate
in this joyous event to observe the birthday of Buddha.
Lunches for Wailuku Hongwanji members will be prepared
at a cost of $3 for single and $5 for two or more members.
Please call the office at 244-0406 to let us know the count.
Reservation deadline is Sunday, March 31.

T
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Buddha's Great Wisdom and Compassion

T

HE CENTRAL MAUI DISTRICT’S FLOWER FESTIVAL (Hanamatsuri) is held the first Sunday in April
at the Velma McWayne Santos Community Center in
Wailuku. As you know, Gautama Buddha was born in April
about 2,600 years ago in Lumbini Park which is located on
the northern part of India. The Lumbini Park is located in the
country of Nepal. Most Buddhist societies celebrate his birth
at a special event with warm feelings of joy and happiness.
At the Velma McWayne Santos Community Center, we
not only have Hongwanji members attend but members of
the other Buddhist sects, such as Puunene Nichiren Mission,
Wailuku Shingon Mission, and both Kahului and Wailuku
Jodo Missions. Together, with Kahului, Makawao, and Wailuku Hongwanji, a Buddhist service is held. We chant the
sutra "Kanmoku-ge," the sutra of “pouring of sweet tea.” The
entire congregation pours sweet tea on the statue of baby
Buddha. I personally feel that this is a joyous and happy occasion for all Buddhists to celebrate Shakyamuni Buddha's
birth. We rejoice together in happiness with our dharma
friends.
This "Flower Festival" is a time for rejoicing to commemorate the birth of Gautama Buddha. For this service, a
beautiful flower decorated pavilion is set up representing the
Lumbini Park where Gautama Buddha was born. In the
Flower Pavilion, we place a statue of a baby Buddha, and
pour sweet tea over him. The legend states that when Gautama Buddha was born, sweet rain fell from the sky to bathe
the body of the baby Buddha, thousands of beautiful flowers
bloomed everywhere, and uncountable numbers of flower
petals fell from the sky. It was like Mother Nature celebrated
Gautama Buddha's birth.
According to legend, when the time for Prince Siddhartha's birth got closer, Queen Maya prepared to make
the journey to her mother's home, where the child would
be born in accordance with the custom of the time. While
on her journey, she stopped to rest at a beautiful flower
park called Lumbini. While she rested in the garden, she
saw beautiful flowers on a tree. Queen Maya went to the
tree, and as she raised her right hand to grasp the flowers
of the Asoka tree, the Buddha was born from Queen
Maya's right side of her armpit. Then, right after Buddha
was born, he stood up and took seven steps, pointed his
right hand to the sky and left hand to the earth, and said
the following words: "Above and below the heavens, I
alone am the World-Honored One." Wow, this baby must
have been a superhuman being.

I believe that this story was created by someone in the
Buddhist society. However, this story reminds and teaches
us that each one of us is a very precious person, and we all
are equal. Of course, Buddha is the person who is the Enlightened One who guided countless number of people in
the world and gave us the spiritual encouragement through
his great and kind messages. However, when I think about
the Buddha's story, I believe that there are several ways to
interpret the story.
One way to interpret the story is, "Each of us, your life
and my life, are precious. Each of us is the truly honored
one. No one can replace your life or my life. All of us are
working not only for one's own benefit but also benefits our
community or society. So each one of us is truly The Honored One. The second interpretation is "We are able to
share Buddha's true heart and guidance—not only with our
family members but also with our community through our
daily lives. Yes, we are able to share our joy and happiness
with our community through the Dharma with a thoughtful
mind and sincere heart." Why? Because our lives are interdependent.
Let me share with you a story that illustrates the concept
of a peaceful mind. As you know, Buddha traveled from village to village to share his great Dharma with his followers.
At one of the villages, people were expecting Buddha to arrive late at night. So everyone was asked to get candles to
welcome him with full light. All of the village people purchased candles and kept their positions on the side of the
road. The rich people purchased huge candles and kept their
position at the main entrance of the town. However, there
was a poor lady who wanted to buy a candle, but she didn't
have any money to purchase it. She went to many candle
shops and begged for a small candle but all of them denied
her. At the last candle shop, she told the owner, "I will shave
my black hair so, may I buy a candle?" She sold her own hair
and purchased the smallest candle. When night came, everyone lit their candles. Wow, the village became just like Las
Vegas — so bright with thousands of candles.
(Continue on Page 13)
Friend of the Dharma
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Temple ofice to be closed
on Buddha
th
Day, Monday, April 8

Buddha Reads BookthClub to hold first
meeting on April 28

N MONDAY, APRIL 8, THE OFFICE WILL BE
closed in observance of Buddha Day. Buddha was
born and given the name Siddhartha Gautama.
After leaving home he witnessed the world’s impoverished
people and various crimes. Soon after, Siddhartha Gautama
meditated under a tree until he found enlightenment. He set
an example for others by helping the needy and giving up all
material possessions. Upon his death, Siddhartha Gautama
was given the name Buddha. Buddhist temples throughout
Maui will observe Buddha’s birthday (Hanamatsuri—Flower
Festival) on Sunday, April 7, at the Velma McWayne Santos
Community Center.
On April 14, Wailuku Hongwanji’s
annual Hanamatsuri Buddha Day Service and Infant
Presentation Ceremony (Hatsumairi or Shosan-shiki) will be
held beginning at 8:00 a.m.

UDDHA READS BOOK CLUB” WILL hold
its first meeting on Sunday, April 28, in the
social hall at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited
to become a member of the new book club. If you are interested in joining or would like more information, please
contact Danny at: Danny.J.Topp@gmail.com
The first book that the club will read is called “American Sutra” by Duncan Ryuken Williams. The book tells the
story of Japanese Americans who were interned in camps
on the U.S. mainland during World War II. The mass incarceration of Japanese Americans is not only a tale of
injustice; it is a moving story of faith. “American Sutra” discusses how, even as they were stripped of their homes
and imprisoned in camps, Japanese American Buddhists
launched one of the most inspiring defenses of religious
freedom in our nation’s history, insisting that they could be
both Buddhist and American.
Nearly all Americans of Japanese descent were subject to bigotry and accusations of disloyalty, but Buddhists
aroused particular suspicion. Government officials, from
the White House to small-town mayors, believed that
Buddhism was incompatible with American values. Intelligence agencies targeted the Buddhist community for surveillance, and Buddhist priests were deemed a threat to
national security. On December 7, 1941, as the bombs fell
on Pearl Harbor, Attorney General Francis Biddle issued a
warrant to “take into custody all Japanese” classified as
potential national security threats. The first person detained was Bishop Gikyō Kuchiba, leader of the Nishi
Hongwanji Buddhist sect in Hawai‘i.

O

Graduates’ Banquet to be held at Miko’s Cuisine Restaurant on April 10

T

HE WAILUKU HONGWANJI MISSION 2019 Graduates' Banquet will be held at the Miko’s Cuisine
Restaurant in Wailuku on Wednesday, April 10,
2019, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The banquet will commence
with a brief baccalaureate service conducted by the Reverend Shinkai Murakami. Keynote speaker will be Dr. Lisa
Sodetani, physician, section chief of internal medicine at
Kaiser Maui Lani. She is a 2006 graduate of University of
Southern California, School of Medicine.
As of this writing the following graduating seniors with ties
to the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission have been identified.
Ban, Micah
Nishimoto, Braden
Battad, Alana
Sequeira, Makalii
Bui, Dana
Tanaka, Kady
Constantino, Cody
Vista, Aukai
Domingo, Marc Adrian
Mission members are invited to the banquet and are being asked to sponsor a graduate or make a monetary donation to help defray related costs. Cost to attend is $30 per
person. Anyone wishing to become a sponsor or make a
donation is asked to call Sharon Higa at 244-0406.
If anyone knows of a student who has been inadvertently omitted from the above list, please contact Joyce Chun or
Shelley Quipotla. Please note that a student's family need
not be temple members or even of the same religion to attend the banquet. The main purpose of this event is to extend congratulations and best wishes to graduating seniors,
who through their membership or their participation in temple
sponsored activities or organizations, have been a part of
the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission family.

“B

Reverend Kunisaki Memorial Scholarship applications are available

G

RADUATING SENIORS AND COLLEGE
students whose parents are members of
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission are invited to
apply for the Reverend Kunisaki Memorial Scholarship. The amounts of these scholarships range
from $500 to $1,000. Application forms are available at the temple office for students who are interested in applying for these scholarships. Application deadline is Wednesday, May 1, 2019.
The objective of the Kunisaki Scholarship is to
provide financial assistance to qualified applicants
and to encourage them to pursue their educational goals beyond high school. Reverend Hojun Kunisaki was this temple’s first minister. He served
as the resident minister from 1898 – 1900.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-3-

Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

Maui United BWA Spring Assembly
set for this Saturday, March 30

B

ECAUSE THE NEWSLETTER IS MAILED LATE in
March, BWA members are reminded that the Maui
United Buddhist Women's Association Spring Assembly
will be hosted by Wailuku Hongwanji BWA this Saturday, March 30. The day will start with a visitation to Wailuku
Hale Makua at 9:30 a.m. to visit with members and friends, and
present an appropriate gift to the facility. Following the visitation,
members will convene at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission for the
Assembly at 10:30 a.m. On the program will be the business
meeting, speaker Rene Mansho, chair of the State Peace Day
Committee, and lunch, which will cost $12 for non-members; $6
for members. Attendees will have a choice of regular or vegetarian bento lunch from Ichiban. Although the deadline to sign up
has passed, please let President Janet Kubota know of your
preference of bento.
At the Assembly, donations such as clothing, household
items, baby essentials, and children's art supplies will be collected
for Women Helping Women. The agency is the 2019 MUBWA
Dana Award recipient.

BWA members to assist Yard Sale;
sorting/pricing begins on April 3

B

WA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ASSIST WITH the Yard
Sale project, which will be held on Saturday, April 6,
beginning at 7 a.m. and ending at 11 a.m. However, help
is needed to sort and price the items and to prepare the
ingredients for the sale.
Wednesday

April 3

Thursday

April 4

Friday

April 5

8:30 a.m. – 12 noon
5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. – 12 noon
5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. – 12 noon
5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m

Saturday

April 6

5:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.

Sort & Price Items
Sort & Price Items
Sort & Price Items,
prepare ingredients
for chow fun & Spam
musubi
Cook & pack chow
fun and prepare
Spam Musubi beginning at 5 a.m. & assist
in sale & breakdown

BWA to visit Hale Makua on Buddha
Day, Monday, April 8

B

UDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MEMBERS will be
visiting Hale Makua Wailuku at 8:30 a.m. and Hale Makua
Kahului at 10 a.m. on Buddha Day, Monday, April 8.
Members will visit temple members and friends residing at the
facility. Joining the visitation will be members of Wailuku Jodo
Mission. A monetary gift will be presented to each facility from the

Maui Hanamatsuri Association. Members who would like to
carpool should meet at the temple by 8:15 a.m.

BWA meeting set for April 21

B

WA MEMBERS WILL HOLD A MEETING ON Sunday,
April 21, following Sunday Service. On the agenda will be
the Eshinni/Kakushinni Day Service, which is planned for
April 28, and participation in Fujimatsuri Festivities, which will be
held at Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on May 19.

BWA to observe Eshinni-Kakushinni
(World Peace Day) on April 28; Sylvia
Neizman to speak

M

EMBERS OF THE WAILUKU HONGWANJI BWA
will observe Eshinni-Kakushinni (World Peace Day)
on Sunday, April 28, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Brian
Hashiro will be the Master of Ceremonies. Sylvia Neizman, an
active member of the Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will
be the guest speaker. Ringing the kansho bell will be Eric
Ikeuchi. Offering of flowers will be Elaine Akashi and Gail Hamai. Sandy Matsuda will read the aspiration. Toshiko Sugiki
and Helen Ohigashi will greet attendees, and Janet Kubota and
Nancy Shimoda will do the collection of offerings. Sandra Hirata
is the chair of this observance.
In 1978, at its convention in Sao Paulo, Brazil, the World
BWA passed a resolution to conduct annual services in memory of Lady Eshinni. Then in 2002, the World BWA passed a
resolution to similarly honor Lady Kakushinni. Members of
BWA will honor both ladies by observing the EshinniKakushinni (World Peace Day) Service.
Following the service, refreshments will be provided by
Group F members Sharon Higa, Itsuyo Kusuda, Bette Nomura,
Helene Shiigi, Pat Tomita, Gwen Hiraga, Gail Kushiyama, Yuki
Jones, and Molly Imoto.

BWA welcomes Susan Gushiken

S

USAN GUSHIKEN, DAUGHTER OF BWA member
Mae Taketa, was welcomed as the newest member of
the Buddhist Women's Association. Susan is employed as a Judicial Assistant in the Second Circuit Court.
She and husband, Paul, reside in Wailuku. Susan enjoys
traveling to visit with her children and playing with her dogs.
BWA IMPORTANT DATES
March 30, 2019
MUBWA Spring Assembly
April 4, 2019
Groups 1 and 6
April 8, 2019
Visitation to Hale Makua
April 17, 2019
ACCW – Team #4
April 18, 2019
Groups 3 and 5
April 28, 2019 (Eshinni / Kaku- Group F (refreshment)
shinni Day Service)
May 2, 2019
Groups 2 and 4
May 15, 2019
ACCW – Team #5
May 16, 2019
Groups 2 and 4
May 19, 2019
Fujimatsuri (Kahului)
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Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Dharma students to attend Central
Maui Hanamatsuri Festival on April 7

S

TUDENTS IN THE DHARMA SCHOOL PROGRAM
are reminded that the Central Maui Hanamatsuri Festival will be held on Sunday, April 7, at the Velma
McWayne Santos Community Center beginning at 9 a.m.
Dharma students and their parents, along with the Dharma
Strummers, will participate in the entertainment portion. Wailuku Hongwanji is in charge of the lunch. The other temples will
provide a main dish.

Anna Fosbinder to MC Hanamatsuri/Infant
Presentation Service on April 14

A

NNA FOSBINDER WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF Ceremonies for the Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
Hanamatsuri/Infant Presentation Service, which will be
held on Sunday, April 14, beginning at 8 a.m. Dharma School
students are asked to report by 7:30 a.m. to decorate the Hanamido (Baby Buddha’s Altar). Ringing the kansho bell will be
Karsten Shishido, and Angel Acevedo will read the aspiration.
Mason Kurokawa and Logan Tamori will greet attendees and
will do the collection of offerings. More information can be
found on page 1.

Dharma students to travel to Kauai on
April 19-21; adults to conduct Sunday
Service on April 21

Troop 40 Boy Scouts to host Mother’s
Day Brunch on May 12

B

OY SCOUTS, ALONG WITH
their leaders and parents,
would like to invite everyone to
Mother’s Day Sunday Service on
May 12, beginning at 8 a.m. Brunch,
prepared by the Boy Scouts, will be served immediately after
the service. The scouts cordially invite attendees to the
special brunch.
Kyodan president Michael Munekiyo reminds members
that May 12th is Mother’s Day and encourages everyone to
bring their spouse, mothers, grandmothers, children, grandchildren and relatives to the service and brunch. He would
like to express his appreciation to the Boy Scouts of Troop
40 for preparing the brunch for the membership.

120th Anniversary News
Fund Drive reaches 70% of goal on
March 7, 2019

F

UND DRIVE CHAIR MICHAEL MUNEKIYO reported
that the 120th Anniversary Fund Drive has received
$90,684.99 or 76% of its goal ($120,000) as of March
19, 2019. He encourages members to consider supporting
this fundraising effort.

D

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS, PARENTS, TEACHERS, and Reverend Murakami will be traveling to the
island of Kauai on April 19-21. Besides visiting cultural and historic sites, the students will be attending the Lihue
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on Sunday, April 21. At the service, students will entertain the host temple members.
While Reverend Murakami is away, Danny Topp will be the
lay minister and speaker for the service. Margaret Honda will
be the Mistress of Ceremonies. George Okamoto will ring the
kansho bell. An adult volunteers will read the aspiration. Grace
Hamasaki and Sylvia Ishikawa will greet attendees, and Bobbie
Parr and Nancy Shimoda will do the collection of offerings.

Dharma students encouraged to
attend Eshinni-Kakushinni (World
Peace Day) Service on April 28

D

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED to
attend the Eshinni-Kakushinni (World Peace Day)
Family Service on Sunday, April 28, beginning at 8 a.m.
Sylvia Neizman, a member of the Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple, will be the guest speaker.
The service is being hosted by the Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Women’s Association. Students and parents are
invited to stay for refreshments prepared by BWA members after
the service.

WANTED!
Used Washing Machine
Used Occasionally
To be used by
Buddhist Women’s
Association
To Wash
Soiled Towels, Sheets,
Shirts, Clothes, etc.
Call the office at
244-0406 – Will pick up!
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Scouts camped at
Waihe’e Coastal Dunes
& compete for Top Chef

B

OY SCOUTS FROM TROOP 40 CAMPED AT THE Waihe’e
Coastal Dunes on March 2-3. The scouts explored the
dunes, swam in the river, fished, prepared meals, and practiced for their upcoming Camporee competition. At the February
Troop meeting, the scouts competed for “Top Chef” honor. Each
patrol had 30 minutes to prepare breakfast using the secret ingredient—bacon. The Top Chef was declared to be the Pueo Patrol.
See Plate #2 on the next page.

D’Marco proudly shows off his fishing skills.
D’Marco helps Noa with the sheet bend knot.

Part of being at the camp is fellowship. Nothing is better than relaxing
with friends.

William, Galen, and Adam take a cool break in the Waihe’e Stream.

Before you can cook your pancake, you must start a fire. Having
learned to start a fire from kindling help these scouts.

Scouts work on their fire-starting skills in preparation for the Camporee
competition.
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Pueo Patrol 1st Place

Ali’i Patrol 2nd Place

Honu Patrol 3rd Place

Na Hoku Patrol 4th Place

Top Chef – Boy Scout

Scoutmaster Celeste Rabang and Committee
Chair Sergio Lugo taste the breakfast creations
prepared by the boy scouts.

▲Judges Robynne Fukunaga, Satoko O’Donovan, Paul George, Isaac Pena, LeeAnn Pena, and
Kelly Yokouchi evaluated the presentation and taste of the breakfast dishes…The winner was the
Pueo Patrol, with the Ali’I Patrol taking second place.

Working together, scouts from Pueo Patrol make sure that the egg omelet is cooked. Many hands make for winning the “Top Chef” award.

Lead cook Keani prepares the dish for judging while Chase offers suggestions in making the dish look like a winner.
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Troop 24 activities

Malia, Cayli, Bee, Kaya, and Taylor help sell Girl Scout cookies at Safeway at Maui Lani.

Girl Scout Bee promotes cookie
sale at the Sunday Service.

Shelley Pellegrino supports Malia
at the cookie sale.

Betty Yamashiro supports Troop 24 by purchasing a box of cookies.

Kaya and Bee sell pumpkin planters as a fundraising activity.

World Thinking Day

Kaya, Taylor, Bee, and Malia are ready to sell cookies at Foodland at
Kehalani Shopping Center.

At a Council activity, girl scouts use a “string telephone” to talk to each
other.

Girl scouts from Troop 24 participated in World Thinking Day, where
they met with other scouts from throughout Maui and learned about
other cultures from different parts of the world. They chose to teach
other scouts about—Taiwan—and displayed fun facts, prepared a food
dish (bubble tea), and taught girls how to pay a game call jianzi.
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

▲The younger children learned about healthy foods. As their lesson
that day, they made their own fruit dessert with mandarin oranges and
yogurt—yummy!!! Sophia and Liana loved making and eating their fruit
dessert.
►Ms. Katt, our teacher who teaches and speaks to the children in
Japanese, are teaching the older children about our body parts in Japanese. Raiden places a nose (“hana” in Japanese) on a face. “Good
job, Raiden!”

One day, Mark Jeffers from Story Book Theatre of Hawaii brought a huge inflatable whale into the preschool classroom. Children learned many interesting things about whales—their body parts, the food they eat, and how much they weigh. The children were thrilled to enter into the whale’s body to
learn about whales from Uncle Mark. Such a great exciting experiencee. The older children loved the whale. Thank you, Uncle Mark!
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Pinewood Derby held byth
Pack 40 on February 27

Cub scouts proudly have their photo taken after being presented with
their awards.

Logan – 3rd Place

Brodie – 4th Place

Tate – 1st Place

Kaiehu – 2nd Place

Dominic – Best in Show

Jackson – Most Original

Tiger Den – February 2019 meeting
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Pack 40 prepares breakfast-bentos for
temple members

Temple members were treated with a surprised breakfast by members of
Pack 40 after Sunday Service. What a treat!!!

Temple members were pleasantly surprised by the breakfast-bentos that
were prepared by members of Cub Pack 40.

Cub scouts welcomed guests to their breakfast, which included a delicious bento of salmon, barbeque chicken, cabbage koko and rice.

Tiger Den scouts worked together to complete their assignment.

Cub scouts assisted temple members by delivering part of the breakfast
to the table.

Kyren and Micah maneuver their “skate” board around the cone.
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Dis-n-Dat News
Fujimatsuri Festival set for Kahului
Hongwanji on Sunday, May 19

T

HE MAUI HONGWANJI COUNCIL WILL BE sponsoring
the annual Fujimatsuri (Gotan-e) or Wisteria Festival on
Sunday, May 19, at Kahului Hongwanji Mission from
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. A service begins at 9:00 a.m. Games, a
songfest, lunch, bingo, and fellowship will be part of the funfest.
Bus service will not be available. Temple members are
encourage to car pool because of limited parking. Members
needing transportation should sign up in the office and meet at
the temple at 8:15 a.m. on May 19. Deadline to sign-up is
Sunday, May 5.
The Fujimatsuri Festival is held annually to celebrate the
birthday of Shinran Shonin who was born on May 21, 1173.
The wisteria is the flower that represents our sect and is visible
as a mon (crest) in our temple and within most of our
publications. The wisteria is symbolic of Jodo Shinshu in that
unlike other flowers which seem to stand up straight and tall
when in full blossom, the wisteria hangs down, as if in humility.
This teaches us that a true and real human being does not
stand up in arrogance of their accomplishments, but rather
realizes that they have much to be grateful for.

Maui Matsuri to be held on May 25

T

HE 20TH ANNUAL Maui
Matsuri, which honors
Japanese
cultural
traditions with its theme of
“Kodomo No Tame Ni (for the
sake of the children)” will be held
on Saturday, May 25, at Maui
College. Young and old will
enjoy this year’s offerings of art, entertainment, crafts, and
food.

Wailuku Hongwanji to sell chow fun
Activities Director Danny Topp reported that Wailuku
Hongwanji will be selling chow fun at the festival on Saturday
May 25, at the UH-Maui College courtyard from 3 – 9 p.m.
Cost for a quart container is $8. Chow fun may be picked up
at UH-MC campus or at the Wailuku Hongwanji social hall
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Presale chow fun tickets may be
purchased from affiliate organizations, members, or at the
temple office.

Help needed to clean & cut onions on May
24 and to cook chow fun on May 25
Temple members are needed to clean and cut the green
onions on Friday, May 24, beginning at 7:30 a.m.
Temple members’ help is needed to cook and pack the
chow fun on Saturday, May 25. Cooking of the chow fun
begins at 1:00 p.m. Packing begins at 1:15 p.m.

Editor’s Note: The following Dharma Talk was given by Krislee Shishido. Members thought that her talk was interesting and informative.
They asked that I share her talk with others. Glad to do so.

T

NIRVANA

HE THEME FOR THIS MONTH IS NIRVANA. I
wondered why I was asked to speak on such a difficult subject, as I had ideas on what to say for gratitude, or interdependence, but no idea what to talk about for
Nirvana. But the fact is, Shakyamuni Buddha entered Nirvana on February 15th, which makes this a relevant theme for
this month.
As a child, I always thought of Nirvana as the Buddhist
version of heaven—somewhere we go after we die. But Nirvana, I found, is not just a goal, but something we see every
day.
The word “nirvana,” translated literally, is an extinction or
quenching, as in putting out a fire. People are inherently
flawed and infected with human desires – burning with the
fires of hatred and delusion. Nirvana represents the dousing
of these fires, which are the cause of suffering in this world.
Nirvana is also the state into which Buddha entered
upon attaining enlightenment. Buddha described this as a
realm of bliss, purity, peace, and profound wisdom – the
Pure Land. This state, which represents the fulfillment of all
of our hopes and aspirations, can only be attained once we
are freed from the fires of ignorance and meaningless desires. What I found intriguing about this is that Nirvana can
be attained through jiriki, or one’s own strength. When we
are reminded of Nirvana by seeing Amida Buddha’s face,
this anchors us in the way we live, think, and treat others.
In this way, we can see Nirvana not as a goal after death
or some faraway (hopefully!) remote destination, but as a
principle we can apply by our own volition. It is the reminder
of Amida Buddha and the Pure Land that navigates us in our
everyday interactions. Every interaction we have must be
guided by Amida Buddha’s teachings of compassion, sincere
mind, and benefiting others. We go to the Buddha for guidance. We go to the Dharma for guidance. And we go to the
Sangha for guidance. And once we receive that guidance,
we can apply our own power, or jiriki, to do the right thing.
Earlier this year, on my birthday, I woke up to a mound
of dirty dishes at the sink, knowing that I still needed to do
my “mom duties” of making breakfast, packing lunches, filling
water bottles, and making sure bags were prepared for afterschool activities. For a moment, I admit I had a “WHAT
THE?” thought. But, having been thinking about this speech
I had been assigned, I knew that this was a weird thought,
and that I needed to extinguish it. I have dirty dishes at the
sink because I have a house. I have running water. I have
food (more than enough, really). I have lots of “mom duties”
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because I am blessed with children. Even more than that, I
have children who were born without life-threatening congenital anomalies, who can go to school and do not have to be
fed through a tube. I had many birthday presents, and most
of them were not material. Glimpses of Nirvana surround me
every day, and I can use my jiriki to pay it forward.
Thank you for your time. Namu Amida Butsu.
(Continued from Page 2)

Buddha's Great Wisdom and Compassion
However, just before Buddha's group arrived at the village, a strong wind blew all of the candles out except for the
smallest one, which the poor lady held. When Buddha and
his disciples entered the village, her light became brighter
and covered the entire village. Buddha stopped in front of the
poor lady, kneeled on his knees, and said, "Thank you very
much. I received your sincere heart and it will always be
showing me the path of truth."
In this story, Buddha was teaching us of the importance
of "Quality, Sincere Heart, and Willingness to Support
Others." While we were growing up, our ancestors shared
with us these values and sincere heart. We all inherited
these wonderful gifts—the sincere attitude of a person doing
his or her best, which is "Magokoro." (A sincere attitude of a
person in doing his or her best.)
For us to learn Buddha's guidance, we only need "To
have a mind of caring for others, listening to the teachings of
the Buddha Dharma without having any doubts, and relying
upon Buddha's great wisdom and compassionate heart in
our daily lives. Buddha's teachings show us the path of the
truth in our daily lives and help us to see the reality of our
lives itself."
On this special occasion (Flower Festival), may we all rejoice in the spiritual guidance provided by the Buddha and
pass it on to the next generation.
Buddha's teaching can be stated as follows: “True
community has faith and wisdom that illuminate it. It is a
place where the people know and trust one another and
where there is social harmony.” In fact, harmony is the life
and real meaning of a true community or organization.
Please remember that whatever we have in our lives,
such as a kind heart, sincere action, sympathy with tears,
and warm feeling of joy; these are all precious gifts that we
received from our ancestors and Buddha's guidance. This is
the reason why we celebrate Buddha's birth with a sincere
mind of gratitude.
The Nembutsu path is Buddha's guidance that shows us
the ways of truth and teaches us to rejoice in the happiness
with others. Our Issei pioneers—first generation who came to
Hawaii about 150 years ago—cultivated this land. The Nisei
and Sansei (the second and third generations) built this temple for us to receive the spiritual guidance and happiness.

Now, it is for us to rejoice in this happiness with our children,
grandchildren, and friends and pass it on to our community.
One of Shinran Shonin's great masters, Tao Cho of China said, "People who were born before us guided people
who came next, people who are born after us followed the
guidance and walked the firm path of truth." Remember
Dharma friends, we are inheriting guidance of the Nembutsu
that brings us happiness and joy through our precious lives.
Buddhism is joy and happiness which all of us are able
to discover in our daily lives. So let's listen to the Buddha
Dharma as our spiritual guide and follow the path of the truth
in our precious lives.
"Flower Festival" is for us to be aware that we all are
embraced in Buddha's great wisdom and compassion.
Namo Amida Butsu

RECOGNIZING A STROKE
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify.
Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The
stroke victim may suffer severe brain damage when people
around them fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke.
Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by
asking four simple questions:
S: Ask the individual to SMILE.
T Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently; not slurred) (“What is your name?”)
R Ask him/her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
S Ask him/her to STICK OUT YOUR TONGUE! If the tongue is “crooked,” if it goes to one side or the other that is also an indication of a stroke.
If he /she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call
emergency number immediately and describe the symptoms
to the dispatcher.
A cardiologist asks that anyone who reads this article,
should share this information with 10 friends because you
can bet that at least one life will be saved.

Project Dana provides 120 bentos to
seniors

P

ROJECT DANA PROVIDED 120 BENTOS TO seniors on Saturday, February 23. The bento included rice, turkey with stuffing and gravy, corn,
kabocha (Japanese pumpkin), and bread pudding. The bentos were provided free-of-charge.
The delicious lunches were prepared and delivered by
Frances Teshima, Machiko Moriyasu, Nancy Shimoda, Margaret Honda, Toshiko Sugiki, Lillian Satoshige, Janet Kubota, Mae Omuro, Janet Inamasu, Susan Gushiken, Helen
Ohigashi, Mary Tokumaru, and Sylvia Ishikawa.
Food donors were Maui Nui Farms, Toshiko Sugiki, and
Margaret Honda.
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The Project Dana Committee will again be preparing
bentos for seniors in August 2019. The committee welcomes names of individuals who are:
 Homebound
 Over 90 years old
 Frail and elderly, and/or
 Physically challenged
Recipients do not need to be temple members. Please
provide names by contacting the temple office at 244-0406.
Project Dana is the selfless giving of time, energy and
compassion without the desire of recognition or reward. We
provide transportation to medical appointments, grocery
shopping and religious services, friendly visits and telephone
visits. Please telephone the temple office for assistance.
Thank you to all who donated and helped make the
Project Dana bento activity a success. Domo Arigato!

What is the official name of our sect?
Officially, our denomination is called "Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha". It is commonly referred to as "Nishi Hongwanji" or "Honpa Hongwanji". The term "Nishi" means the
direction "west" and our headquarters temple received its
name because it is located west of the "other" Hongwanji
called "Otani-ha" or "Higashi (east) Honganji". Note that the
Nishi Hongwanji spells "Hongwanji" with a "w" while the Higashi Honganji does not. At the turn of the 20th century, the
"w" sound was included in the pronunciation of the word
"Hon-gwan-ji" but the pronunciation is now "Hon-gan-ji"
(Hone-gone-gee).
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Hoji Memorial Services (April)
Date

April 1
April 2
April 3
April 13
April 14
April 17
April 17
April 21
April 10
April 24
April 30
April 4
April 28
April 23

Name

1st Year – 2018
Takayama, Tracy Masayuki (SHO GAN)
Okamoto, Kaname (SAI GAN)
Tokunaga, Molly Ayano (JU KO)
Tamashiro, Millie Aiko (JI ON)
Muranaka, Ayako (WA JUN)
13th Year – 2007
Takemoto, Ken (RYO KEN)
Uchida, Yoshiko (MYO HO)
Yoshizawa, Barry (JO SHO)
17th Year – 2003
Higa, Fujiko (MYO CHO)
Motooka, Jerry (JIEN)
Yoshimori, Jitsuo (JO JITSU)
25th Year – 1995
Ikeuchi, Takeyoshi (SHI JYO)
Yasui, Matsuno (KEKO IN MYO SHO)
50th Year – 1970
Nagamatsu, Fusano (ZEN CHI)

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Lance Hayami Jo (SHO NEN – “Clear Path of
the Nembutsu”) Age 80, 28 Hoku Puhipaka Street,
Kahului; passed away on February 23, 2019.
Kenneth Kenichi Sakagawa (KEN JUN – “Following Firm Path”) Age 84, 374 Kapanui Place,
Wailuku; passed away on February 27, 2019.
Megumi “Jack” Hiraoka (E-SHO – “Light of
Blessings”) Age 96, 758 Kapahulu Avenue, #1237,
Honolulu, 96816; passed away on March 4, 2019.
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