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“Hatsu Bon” (First Obon) and service
to be held on August 2 and August 3

Obon Mairi (house-to-house visitation)
continues

HE ANNUAL “HATSU BON” AND OBON
SERVICES will be conducted for 13 members of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
who passed away in the past year. The “Hatsu
Bon” service will be held on Friday, August 2, and
Saturday, August 3, beginning at 6:45 p.m.
The deceased members have been divided into two groups with one group having the service
on Friday night and the other groups on Saturday
night. Because there are families who may have
other commitments or may be coming from
another island or the mainland, the schedule below may be changed. Families who need to
change the date of the service should contact the
office at 244-0406.

EVEREND SHINKAI MURAKAMI CONTINUES with “Obon Mairi” for Wailuku
Hongwanji members until Thursday, August 1. Kyodan members need to contact Reverend Murakami to make arrangements for date
and time when he may visit their home by calling
the temple at 244-0406. He may also be contacted on his cell phone at 214-3067.



Friday, August 2, 2019

Eugene Yukio Endo (SAI SHO)
Molly Fumie Saiki (BUN SHO)
Richard Kenichi Minatoya (EI
KEN)
Walter Ken Murashita (SHO
KEN)
Yoshiko Ushiro (MON SHI)
Lance Hayami Jo (SHO NEN)

October 24, 2018
November 10, 2018
November 18, 2018
December 27, 2018
December 30, 2018
February 23, 2019

Saturday, August 3, 2019

Dorothy Reiko Murakami (CHO
RAI)
Kenneth Kenichi Sakagawa (KEN
JUN)
Megumi “Jack” Hiraoka (E SHO)
Janet Tamiko Tsuchiyama
Minoru Igarashi (SHIN JITSU)
Chiyoko Hiromoto (SEN ZEN)
Winifred Satsuki Nagoshi

January 28, 2019
February 27, 2019
March 4, 2019
March 6, 2019
April 17, 2019
May 14, 2019
June 12, 2019

R

Handicapped parking available during
Obon service and dance

H

ANDICAPPED PARKING
WILL again be available
in the back parking lot (entrance on Mill Street) for individuals
with a handicapped parking permit
during Wailuku Hongwanji’s Obon
service and dance. The permit must be visible at
all times so the Boy Scouts may assist you in
parking your car.

Graveside Services to be held on
Wednesday, July 3



RAVESIDE MEMORIAL SERVICE AT THE Iao
Cemetery in observance of the Obon season, will
be held on Wednesday, July 3, beginning at 4:15
p.m. by Reverend Shinkai Murakami. He will next travel to
the Japanese Cemetery to conduct a Memorial Service at
4:30 p.m. His final stop will be at Maui Memorial Park at
5:00 p.m. Members who have relatives or friends buried at
these cemeteries are invited to participate in the services.
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Be aware of Buddha's great calling
Namo Amida Butsu

Kansha
On the island of Maui, Obon festivities began
the first weekend of June with a service and
dance at the Lahaina Shingon Mission. These
activities will be held at a Buddhist temple weekly,
and it will continue until the last weekend of August.
Isn’t it funny that we may not see our friends
for a whole year, but during the Obon season, we
see them weekly at the various temples participating in the Obon services and dances. All of them
enjoy dancing at the festival.
Before the dance begins, many people participate in the Obon services. These services are for
all of us to pay our respects to our loved one’s
Hatsu-bon service. It also provides us with the
opportunity to listen to the teachings of the Buddha Dharma.
As you know, most temples have Obon
dances after the service, and it is fun and enjoyable for the local people. Beside the local dancers,
you see dancers who are visiting from the other
islands or from the mainland. You see visitors
from around the world taking in the local culture.
Bon dancing is a very important summer cultural
event not only in Hawaii but in other places where
Buddhist temples are located.
Everyone wears their colorful "Yukata" or
"Happi" and dances to their favorite Japanese folk
music. Most dancers smile as they dance; using
their entire bodies and enjoying as they dance.
Beside the dance, selling snacks is a local tradition; most temples have their specialty. In fact,
many of them firmly believe that their special dish
is the best of the best; even though other temples
may sell a similar item. In fact, many people look
forward to having their once-a-year special dish
during the Obon season.
A word that Japanese use often in their daily
lives is called "Kansha." It may be translated as
“To thank, to be grateful, to be appreciative, to
appreciate, thank you to, thank you for, to express one’s gratitude.” On Maui, we have the
Kansha Preschool; it uses "Kansha" in its name.

As I stated, this word may be used in many different ways—"Appreciation" or "So grateful" or
"Thanks" or "Gratitude." So the Kansha Preschool
may mean "Being grateful or thankful" preschool—being thankful to the Nisei Veterans. It is
expressing one's true appreciation or thankfulness.
In other words, the true meaning of gratitude,
could be "Okagesama" and "Mottainai" in a Japanese mind or feeling. I think these phrases "Okagesama" and "Mottainai" have a much deeper
and wider meaning, which include expressing
one's true gratitude and appreciation.
In the past, people often used the word "Mottainai" meaning "too precious to waste." In our
daily lives, especially among the younger generation, they miss “the mind of appreciation.” Somehow, they may have forgotten some of the very
important lessons of “Okagesama” and “Mottainai” when they were taught to them by their parents and grandparents.
Have you been to Japan and seen the rice
field during the month of September? It looks like
a golden carpet. One of the wonderful Japanese
sayings, "Minoreba minoruhodo atamano sagaru
inaho kana." It can be translated as follows: "The
more you are blessed by Mother Nature, the more
you will see the full crops on the top of the plant,
and it deeply bends more than others to express
their gratitude." This phrase explains to us that
the more you become wise and a greater person,
you always bow your head to express your true
and sincere feeling of gratitude and appreciation
to the conditions you have received. These
people are always humble, kind, and offer their
sincere support to people who are weaker than
others.
(To be continued in the August 2019 issue)
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Franklin Hamasaki ............................................................................ Joan Tamori
Rev. Shinkai Murakami....................................................................Itsuyo Kusuda
Richard Ouchi ..................................................................................... Mae Omuro
Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ........................................................ Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts .................................................................................Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts ........................................................................................... Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ................................................................................ Sandra Hirata
Judo Club................................................................................ Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ................................................................................................ Amy Kina
STEM Scouting ..........................................................................Courtney Morihiro
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Set up of Yagura tower and general
cleanup of temple set for Sunday, July
28



CTIVITY CHAIRPERSON DANNY TOPP REMINDS
members that the annual set up of the yagura and
general cleanup of the temple and grounds will be
held on Sunday, July 28, beginning at 8 a.m. He requests
that members bring their tools, rags, newspapers, and other
items needed for the cleanup. “We hope to see you all on
July 28,” said chairperson Topp.
He reported that the affiliate organizations have been
assigned specific areas of work.
Buddhist Women’s..........................Temple and Nokotsudo
Janet Kubota, Chairperson
Boy Scouts ........................................................Classrooms
Celeste Rabang, Chairperson
Social Hall ........................................Unassigned Volunteers
Lynn Yamauchi, Chairperson
Cub Scouts ................................................... Cub Workshop
Jerry Dela Cruz, Chairperson
Judo Club...............................................................Judo Hall
Ronald Hiyakumoto, Chairperson
Karate & Kendo .......................................Karate/Kendo Hall
Ed Tamanaha and Mike Sone, Co-chairpersons
Grounds ........................................................ Aldon Mochida
Lunch ........................................................... Dharma School
Kitchen ................................. Ed Tengan & Hideo Kawahara
Each chairperson is requested to inform members of
his/her organization for manpower help. Chair Danny Topp
stated that lunch will be served after the cleanup and construction of the yagura.
He humbly requests that members help with the dismantling of the yagura and decorations on Saturday,
August 3, immediately after the end of the dance.

Help needed to hang chochins (lanterns) and decorations on August 1

H

ELP IS NEEDED TO HANG CHOCHINS and other
decorations on Thursday, August 1, beginning at
4:30 p.m. Chairperson Danny Topp stated that the
work should last about an hour. Please come if you are
available to help!

Dismantling of Yagura and decorations set for August 3, upon closing

A

CTIVITY CHAIRPERSON DANNY TOPP IS
requesting help in dismantling the Yagura
and decorations on Saturday, August 3,
immediately after the Obon dance. Work begins at
approximately 10:15 p.m. On Sunday, August 4,
limited cleanup of the grounds and storing of supplies will begin at 7:30 a.m.

Obon refreshment fund still being
solicited

K

YODAN PRESIDENT MICHAEL MUNEKIYO
reminds members that we are still soliciting
for the Obon Refreshment fund. Checks may
be made payable to the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
“The refreshment fund is used to purchase refreshments for the dancers and guests. Your
continued support and kokua are again solicited
and will be most appreciated,” said Munekiyo.

Annual Board of Directors’ Sunday
Service set for July 14



EMPLE MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO THE
special Board of Directors’ Sunday Service
on July 14, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Board
Chair Michael Munekiyo will enlighten members
with his dharma talk.
Director of Religious Affairs George Okamoto
reported that prizes, donated by board members,
will be “awarded” to attendees after the service.
These prizes are NOT BEING USED as incentives for members to attend the service but to express their gratitude and appreciation for supporting the various activities and programs sponsored
by the temple. Board members have been assigned various duties for the Sunday service by
Director Okamoto.
Entrance Greeters...............................Reverend Shinkai Murakami
George Okamoto, Eric Ikeuchi, Sergio Lugo
Sign-in Table......................... Emiko Sakagawa, Laurie Fukushima
Kansho Bell.................................................................. Danny Topp
Master of Ceremonies.......................................... George Okamoto
Incense Offering...........................Tamara Manley, Sandy Matsuda
Offertory Collection .....................Ronald Fukumoto, Paul Hiranaga
Speaker ..............................................................Michael Munekiyo
Aspiration.....................................................................Joan Tamori
Kitchen Crew...................................Paul Gushiken, Aldon Mochida
Faith Tengan, Joyce Tamori, Shelley Quipotla
Photographer ..................................................... Franklin Hamasaki

Donors of Prizes
Joan Tamori......................................................... Eric Ikeuchi
Paul Hiranaga .................................................Mike Munekiyo
Gary Murai ........................................................ Joyce Tamori
Shelley Wong Quipotla .................................Frank Hamasaki
Faith Tengan............................................... George Okamoto
Stella Kuwae.......................................................Sharon Higa
Janet Kubota............................................... Emiko Sakagawa
Ronald Fukumoto...........................................Sandy Matsuda
Paul Gushiken.................................................Aldon Mochida

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-3-

Affiliate organizations
Janet Kubota, Reporter

$22. Bus donation will be $2 per person. Deadline to sign up and purchase tickets is Wednesday, July 3.
Bus transportation will be available. The bus
will depart from the temple at a time TBA.

Excursion to Maui Ocean Center set
for this Saturday, June 29

BWA members to assist in the General
Cleanup of temple on July 28

ECAUSE THIS NEWSLETTER IS MAILED BEFORE
the end of June, this article is a reminder to BWA
members that the club will be visiting the Maui Ocean
Center this Saturday, June 29, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. The
BWA will cover the expense of the senior group rate of
$15.60 per person, which includes admission and sphere
ticket to view the 3-D film “Humpbacks of Hawaii”. Lunch at
the Reef Café will be preordered. Lunch cost will be $12 per
member. Sign up and payment deadline is Thursday, June
6.
Bus transportation will be available. The bus will depart
from the temple at 8:30 a.m. and return at 12:30 p.m. A bus
donation of $2 will be collected at boarding.

UDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION members are reminded that
the General Cleanup of the temple
and Nokotsudo will be held on Sunday, July 28,
beginning at 8 a.m. BWA members help will be
appreciated.

Buddhist Women’s News

B

BWA welcomes new member Sunny
Larner

M

EMBERS
OF
THE
BUDDHIST Women’s Association extend a warm
welcome to Sunny Larner. Sunny recently moved to Maui from
Yokohama, Japan.
She and
husband Saul reside in Kihei.
Sunny Larner
Sunny enjoys cooking and participating in the Sewing Bee with fellow BWA members.

BWA to meet on Sunday, July 7

P

RESIDENT JANET KUBOTA REPORTED
THAT BWA members will be holding their
monthly meeting on Sunday, July 7, immediately after the Sunday Service. On the agenda
will be planning for the Kupuna Aloha Luncheon
and the BWA Obon fundraiser.

BWA invited to Kupuna Aloha Luncheon on July 27

B

WA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE Annual Kupuna Aloha Luncheon on Saturday, July 27, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. at the Grand Wailea Hotel. The event is
sponsored by the Maui Senior Citizens P&CC
(Planning and Coordinating Council). The cost for
the luncheon is $45 per person. BWA will subsidize $23 of the luncheon cost; members will pay

B

Omigaki (polishing of religious artifacts) to be held on Monday, July 29

C

HAIRPERSON MACHIKO MORIYASU
would like to remind members that the
Omigaki project will be held on Monday, July 29, at 8:00 a.m. They encourage members to
please come out and help clean the altar ornaments in preparation for the upcoming Obon services.

Obon Happi Coats for Sale
By Buddhist Womens’ Assn.

Children Happi Coats
From $15

OR

Buyer May
Provide
Own Material

Adult Happi Coats
From $25

ADULT (material):
Small/Medium – 2 Yards
Large – 2 ½ Yards
XLarge – 3 ¼ Yards
Sewing Charge - $20
CHILD (material) – 1 ½ Yards
Sewing Charge – $15
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Vendor space offered to affiliate organizations for Autumn Craft Fair

V

ENDOR CHAIR GWEN HIRAGA WOULD LIKE TO
invite affiliate organizations to reserve their vendor
spaces for the annual Buddhist Women’s Association
Autumn Craft and Food Fair, which will be held on Saturday,
November 9. They should contact her at (808) 280-0854
(leave message) or ohashig001@gmail.com to reserve a
space. Vendors may also contact Pat Tomita at (808) 2059886 (leave message) or tomitaleopat@gmail.com. Affiliate
organizations will be given priority in reserving their booth.
BWA IMPORTANT DATES
July 11, 2019
Groups 1 and 6
July 17, 2019
ACCW – Team #1
July 28, 2019
General Cleanup
July 29, 2019
Omigaki
August 15, 2019
Groups 3 and 5
August 21, 2019
ACCW – Team #2

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Parents help is needed on July 28



IRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES DANNY TOPP would
like to ask Dharma School parents for their help in
preparing the food and refreshment for the annual
general cleanup on Sunday, July 28. Your support will be
greatly appreciated. See teachers for more information.

Dharma School Registration
For School Year 2019 – 2020
Sunday, August 11, 2019
Adult volunteers to assist with Sunday
Service in the month of July
July 7

July 14
July 21

July 28

Master of Ceremonies: ..................Brian Hashiro
Greeters: .................................... Sylvia Ishikawa
June Toma Rose
Aspiration: ................................. Nancy Shimoda
Offertory Collection:.......................Jane Shinoda
Lori Kanamu
Board of Directors in charge
Master of Ceremonies: ................... Barbara Parr
Greeters: .................................... Helen Ohigashi
Toshiko Sugiki
Aspiration: ......................................Sandy Hirata
Offertory Collection:...................Margaret Honda
Sylvia Ishikawa
Dharma Speaker ......................Donavan Ikeuchi
General Clean Up – No Service

Gakuen (Japanese Language
School) News
Konno and Hamasaki recognized for
their Japanese language skills; presented with awards and trophies

T

WO WAILUKU HONGWANJI JAPANESE
Language School students were recognized
for their outstanding achievements at their
graduation on May 24. Chelsey Miwa Konno, daughter of Daren and Mayumi Konno, was presented with the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Bishop’s Award,
along with her graduation diploma by Principal Shinkai
Murakami.
Courtney Vannatta Hamasaki, daughter of Nathan
and Christy Hamasaki, was presented with the Hawaii
Kyoikukai (Hawaii State Japanese School Association)
Award, along with her graduation diploma by Principal
Murakami.
Students from Grade 1 through Grade 7 were presented with certificates of achievements for their school
work during the 2018-2019 school year.

Registration for Japanese Language
School for the 2019-2020 school year is
still being accepted

S

TUDENTS INTERESTED IN LEARNING JAPANESE
are encouraged to register so they may attend the
Japanese Language School. Classes for the 20192020 school year begin on Wednesday, August 7. Contact
the temple office at 244-0406 to register your child so school
supplies may be ordered and be available when school
starts.
Principal Murakami reported that all students will learn
reading, writing, and speaking. Japanese Language School
provides special cultural activities during the school year,
such as:
 August.............. Somen nagashi
 October ............ Sushi making
 December ........ Mochi making
 January ............ Calligraphy
 February .......... Spam musubi
 March............... Origami craft
 April.................. Undokai (sports festival - field day)
 May.................. Okonomiyaki,
Japanese School operates daily (the school follows Pu’u
Kukui Elementary School's schedule.)
Tuition will be $75.00 per month. For more information,
please call Wailuku Hongwanji Mission at 244-0406.
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Boy Scouts place flags at
veterans’ gravesites

T

ROOP 40 BOY SCOUTS
placed flags to commemorate Memorial Day at veterans’ gravesites at the Maui Memorial Park and
Wailuku Hongwanji Nokotsudo (columbarium) on May 25.
After receiving instructions, scouts walked throughout the
park placing American flags at each gravesite. At Wailuku
Hongwanji’s Nokotsudo, a flag was placed at each veteran’s
niche and scout salutes were given by the scouts.

Senior Scout Quinton checks off his list of veterans while William,
D’Marco, and new scout Kip using a pole, reaches for the vase to place
a flag.

Boy Scouts receive instructions and assignments on placing flags at a
veteran’s memorial plaque at the Maui Memorial Park.

After placing the flag in the vase, this team of scouts gives a scout
salute in honor of the veteran.

Boy Scouts of Troop 40 who participated in the flag placing project
have their photo taken at Maui Memorial Park on May 25.

Boy Scouts from Troop 40 returned after Memorial Day to remove the
flags that will be stored and used next year.

Scouts gather as they wait to be assigned another portion of the park
to place flags at a veteran’s memorial plaque.
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Cub Scouts Honor Veterans

Scouts, along with their leaders, get instructions and a map with the
location of each veteran’s memorial plaque.

D’Marco places a flag at a veteran’s niche in our temple’s columbarium.

After placing a flag at a niche of a veteran, the scouts give a salute in
his honor.

Dominic and Tate were two Cub Scouts who placed flags at a veteran’s
memorial plaque for Memorial Day.

Members of Troop 40, along with the leaders, have their photo taken after completing their assignment of placing an American flag at each veteran’s
gravesite at the Maui Memorial Park.
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Maui Matsuri

Scott Ibara, a friend of scouting, and Kurt Tsukiyama, a parent of one of
the scouts, assisted with the cooking of the chow fun on May 25.
Jason Kurokawa and Chad Fukunaga, dads of the Boy Scouts and Cub
Scouts, were cooks for the Maui Matsuri on May 25.

Ladies from the affiliate organizations work to pack the chow fun into
quart size at the Maui Matsuri.
Preschool parents Steve Kiyabu and Ken Agustin provided the manpower to cook the chow fun for the Maui Matsuri .

Pam Miyagawa, Tanya Nishida, Celeste Rabang, and Adrienne Wong,
assisted with the packing of the chow fun during the Maui Matsuri.

A friend of scouting, Ryan Nagata, and Cub Scout parent, Shane Yoshizawa, supported the chow fun cookers for the Maui Matsuri project.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-8-



Preschool News
Amy Kina, Reporter

Happy Retirement, Karen!

Chelsey Miwa, daughter of Darren and Mayumi Konno, was presented
with the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Bishop’s Award. Courtney
Vannatta Hamasaki, daughter of Nathan and Christy Hamasaki, was
presented with the Hawaii Kyoikukai (Hawaii State Japanese School
Association) Award.

Pat Tomita prepares the chow fun noodles for the cooks at the Maui
Matsuri fundraiser.

Mary Tokumaru and Richard Ouchi write the time that the chow fun was
packed into the quarts.

Preschool Director Karen Yoshida is congratulated by Kumu Evelyn
Nitahara at her retirement party on May 19.

Eric Ikeuchi, a parent and a preschool board member, presents Karen
Yoshida with a lei at her retirement party.

Former student Donna Ikeuchi thanked Karen Yoshida for her support
and compassion when she was a student at the preschool.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-9-

Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Cub Scouts honor veterans; place flags at gravesites



UB SCOUTS FROM PACK 40 HONORED VETERANS at Maui Memorial Park by placing flags at their
gravesites on May 25, in commemoration of Memorial
Day. After receiving instructions on the proper way of placing the flags, the scouts scatter throughout Maui Memorial
Park to place the flags. After placing each flag, the scouts
gave a scout salute to each veteran. Cubmaster Jerry Dela
Cruz commented that the scouts did an outstanding job
when they placed the flag and saluted the veterans.

Aiden, Trey, and Kysen gives the cub salute after placing a flag at the
veteran’s grave plaque.

Kysen goes on his knees to express his respect and appreciation to
this veteran.

As scout leader Shane Yoshizawa checks his list for a veteran’s gravesites, Aiden, Kysen, and Trey wait to place the flag at the plaque.

Cub Scouts from Pack 40 have their photo taken while waiting for instructions on the proper way of placing the flags at a veteran’s gravesite.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

- 10 -

After placing a flag at a veteran’s memorial plaque, cub scouts give a
salute of respect.

Cub Scouts from Pack 40 participated as color guards at the Ho’oike.

Parent Denise and Uncle Ryan taste the food prepared by Ian as part
of his food preparation achievement badge.
Drew and his father Thomas DeLeon work together to get their space
ship ready for the space derby.

After learning the basic rules on food safety, Trey-Michael wants his
mother Jodi Laulusa to taste the food that he prepared.

Father Leroy Laulusa uses the sand paper to shape his son’s space
ship that will be used for the space derby.
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Dis-n-Dat News
Obon season’s July-August schedule is
posted below

T

HE MAUI BUDDHIST COUNCIL OBON
schedule for the months of July and August
are shown below. Because some family
members may be observing Hatsubon and need
to travel, the dates of the Obon services have
been posted.

Maui Buddhist Council
2019 Obon Schedule
Day
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

Date
June 28
June 29
July 6
July 12
July 13
July 19
July 20
July 26
July 27
August 2
August 3
August 9
August 10
August 16
August 17
August 24

Temple

Service

Dance

Kahului Jodo

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Lahaina Jodo

6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Paia Mantokuji

6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Kahului Hongwanji

6:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Makawao Hongwanji

6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Wailuku Hongwanji

6:45 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Lahaina Hongwanji

6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Open
Kula Shofukuji

Danny Topp expresses his appreciation to Maui Matsuri workers



CTIVITY DIRECTOR DANNY TOPP would
like to thank Kyodan and affiliate organization members for their support of the Maui
Matsuri, which was held at the University of Hawaii Maui Campus on May 25. He would like to
thank everyone for purchasing chow fun. Your
support is appreciated.
He would like to thank the BWA members for
preparing the chow fun ingredients (green onions
and pork hash). A special thank you goes to
members of the affiliates for assisting with the
cooking and packing of the chow fun. They
worked at the hottest time of the day—Saturday
afternoon.
A special mahalo to the crew who donated
their time at the chow fun booth at the UH, Maui
College. The commitment of everyone is appreciated the Maui Matsuri Committee. This was
another successful fundraiser.

Editor’s Note: The following article was written by Bishop Eric
Matsumoto in the June issue of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission
of Hawaii Headquarter Update. Interesting! Informative!

Bishop’s Corner



By Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

S WE ENTER THE SUMMER, RIGHT AROUND THE
corner is the Fourth of July
holiday. While it is a time
to relax and celebrate with picnics
and fireworks, let us not forget the
significance of the Holiday. The
most well-known icon of the United States of America, the Statue
of Liberty holds a tablet in her
arms with the date July 4, 1776
written on it. Further, on the peBishop Matsumoto
destal at the base of the statue it
says “Give me your tired, your
poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free." In recent times, with all that is happening in our troubled Nation
and around the World and also our own observance of the
150th Anniversary of the First Japanese Arrival in Hawaii, I
have found new inspiration and appreciation of what America
stands for and the hope it gives to millions and millions of
people all over the world especially to immigrants. As I reflect, my own maternal great grandparents immigrated to
Hawaii in 1899 with the hope and dream of a better life. Life
was hard and the challenges many, but with each passing
generation life improved and their descendants, of which I
am only one, are grateful for their decision
and struggles.
However, there is another reason for
which I am grateful. My family, both maternal and paternal, were also Nembutsu followers. As they immigrated to a new land,
they also brought with them their religion,
Jodo Shinshu. The Jodo Shinshu Teachings, the Nembutsu provided them with
hope, strength, courage and stability in a world and life that,
at first, was foreign, unfamiliar and froth with uncertainties in
so many ways. It was the one beacon that was stable, unchanging, constant, and ever present which they knew they
could rely upon no matter what else happened. As the Great
Pure Land Master Shan-tao said, “The Buddha embraces
never to forsake, thus, the Buddha is named Amida.”
Hence, my maternal grandparents brought with them a scroll
of Amida Buddha. This scroll was given to Tamayo and myself on our wedding day at the Reception with all of the
guests and family in attendance as witnesses. For me, it is
an expression of the aspiration that Tamayo and I, as indi-
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viduals, would also become aware of and appreciate the
Great Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha and Shinran Shonin’s aspiration of “May there be peace in the world
and may the Buddha’s Teaching spread!” The message of
All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion is the
attainment of Supreme Enlightenment equally by one and all
including and especially of this imperfect and limited self.
This promise has not changed and continues to call out to
each and every one of us. Most recently, at the World Jodo
Shinshu Coordinating Council Meeting held in Kyoto, attended by our State President Pieper Toyama and Executive
Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Kazunori Takahashi, I had the
honor of giving the following greeting at a dinner.
“Tonight, on behalf of the 4 Overseas Districts (of Buddhist Churches of America, Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples
of Canada, South America Hongwanji Mission, and Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii), I would like to offer our sincere greetings and also our deepest appreciation.
In this ancient capital of Kyoto wrapped in the verdure of
Early Summer to His Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani and
the Members of the Board of Governors and all others (of the
various departments) with whom we have the pleasure of
meeting as Fellow Travelers who rejoice in the Nembutsu, it
is such a pleasure and joy to meet you.
Further, as we heard, earlier today, from the Governor
General Bishop Chiko Iwagami about the focus of our Denomination based on the words of Shinran Shonin and
brought about by the guidance of Gomonshu on the importance of how we live our life as Nembutsu Followers, and the
needed new approach as we reach out to others to share the
Nembutsu Dharma, we of the Overseas Districts too, pledge
to do our utmost by embracing it and will try our best to
share the Nembutsu Teachings in a way that will resonate
with others.
Also, I would like to express our appreciation for the continuous support and guidance we receive from all of you (in
Japan) including the Hongwanji International Center Staff not
only for this Coordinating Council Meeting, but always. Lastly, thank you for this Fellowship Dinner which will strengthen
our bond with each other as a world-wide Hongwanji Sangha. Thank you very much. Namo Amida Butsu.”
It is the sincere aspiration of Gomonshu that more
people will come to know about the Great Wisdom and
Compassion of Amida Buddha and the Denomination with
new energy is moving to make this a reality. In Hawaii Kyodan’s 130th Anniversary year in Hawaii with our 2019 Theme
and Slogan of Embrace Change: Transformation (Walk in
Peace) and as we head towards the 850th Anniversary of
Shinran Shonin’s Birth and the 800th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teachings (in 2023) may
we each also embrace Amida Buddha’s, Shinran Shonin’s
and Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani’s aspiration as people of Nembutsu.
Namo Amida Butsu.

Peace Day Hawaii to be held on Saturday, September 21

O

N SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, PEACE DAY Ha-

waii will be held on Maui. Barbara Parr of the
Buddhist Women’s Association will be coordinating
our temple’s participation in the peace day activities. Information on the Peace Day activities will be provided as planning becomes firm.
The United Nations General Assembly has declared
September 21, as International Day of Peace and will be observed throughout Hawaii and the world. It declared this as
a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both
within and among all nations and peoples. In 2007, Hawaii
became the first state to recognize Peace Day.
The day is dedicated to world peace, specifically to strengthening the ideals of peace, both within and among all nations and
peoples. As Buddhist, we promote peace.

Editor’s Note: If you go to the Mililani Mortuary Park, you
will find a memorial plaque entitled “Memorial to Pioneers”
that was translated by the late Reverend Toshio Murakami.
It recognized the Issei for their compassion and love. Okagesama de. We are what we are because of the Issei.

"Memorial to Pioneers"
"In 1897, about 900 immigrants came from Japan to establish new lives in Hawaii on the sugar plantations. They
overcame harsh living conditions to make better lives for
their families, and brought with them the Great Spiritual
Treasure of Buddhism. Because of the Spiritual Treasure,
they were able to live with endurance, and a caring attitude
of helping others with compassion and love. It is their wish
that we all carry on — to live our lives with this guiding light,
this Great Spiritual Treasure of Buddhism — and to spread
that spirit of endurance and caring attitude of helping others
with compassion and love, to all people of the world."

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Fund Drive
Committee seeks donation
th
for 120 Anniversary projects

T

HE 120TH ANNIVERSARY FUND DRIVE
Committee reported to the Kyodan Board
of Directors that donations to the 120th Anniversary projects have slowed down. Michael
Munekiyo, Fund Drive Chairman, would like
Board members to ask their families and friends
to consider making a donation to the two projects.
As of June 11, the fund drive was $22,060 short
of reaching its goal of $120,000. Please make
your check payable to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission with a memo to “Restroom” or “Photo Voltaic.”
Your donations will help fund the handicapped
restroom and purchase the photovoltaic system,
which is being leased at this time. The 120th Anniversary Committee has set the date of Sunday,
October 20, to celebrate its 120th Anniversary and
recognize its keirokai members.

Business Manager’s Message
By Franklin Hamasaki

R

What’s the hold up!

Wish List
(Items our temple could use)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forever Postage Stamps
Ziploc Bags (sandwich, quart, gallon size)
33 Gal. Trash Bags
Paper Towels
Forks, Heavy Wt. plastic; Hashi (chop sticks)
7” and 9” Plates; 12 oz. Bowls
Coffee (Folgers, Yuban) – [Reg. Grind]
General Use Masking Tapes (1/2”, 1”)
Carton Packing Tapes
Spam to make Spam musubi
15# Bag of Rice
Dawn or Joy dishwashing soap
Bottled Water

ONALD FUKUMOTO, DIRECTOR OF PROPERTIES, is
one frustrated board member. He reported that the delay in the construction of the handicapped restroom is
because of the delay in getting approval of the Building Permit.
At the last board meeting, he reported that “The Department of
Water Supply has not signed the building permit, so committee checked again with DWS. Committee also checked
with the Department of Public Works regarding the building permit and found out that DPW will sign building permit
after SHPD (State Historic Preservation Division) approves
the WTP permit. Since there has been no response from
SHPD, committee prepared and submitted a SHPD Form 6E
and construction documents to SHPD.”
When I wrote this message, I had to read Ron’s report a
couple of times. It’s like one department is saying “I’m not signing until you sign first” and the other department is saying, “I’m
not signing until you sign first.” And, another department is
saying, “I am too busy to review the plan; you need to wait.”
Frustration! Total Frustration!!
In the meantime, please consider making a donation to the
th
120 Anniversary Committee to fund the restroom and photo
voltaic projects. As of June 11, we are $22,060 short of reaching our goal. We can do it, with your support!! Mahalo!

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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A

acknowledgments

BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Nomura, Bette – Assorted Fabric for happi coats

KYODAN
Koja, Jane & Irving – In memory of Joan Tomokiyo
Matsui, Ellen – In memory of Kikuyo Suematsu
Shoda, Rumi – In memory of Akito Jo
OFUSE
Hamai, Ronald & Iwamoto-Hamai, Gail – In memory of Herbert Hano Ohigashi
Hiromoto, James N. – In memory of Chiyoko Hiromoto
Honda, Margaret L. – In memory of Larry Honda
Nikaido, Jo Ann – In memory of Tomijiro Higa

HO-ONKO

120TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECT
Evans, Lewayne & Gale Y. – Photo Voltaic
Fujii, Ethel – Restroom
Fukushima, George & Alice – Photo Voltaic
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha – Photo Voltaic
Hayase, Melvin – Photo Voltaic
Kodani, Shirley – Photo Voltaic
Ogata, Val & Liane – Photo Voltaic
GOTAN-E
Fujii, Ethel
Hamai, Ronald & Iwamoto-Hamai, Gail
Hirata, Sandra K.
Honda, Margaret L.
Honda, Yoichi & Lillian
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy – In memory of the Ikeuchi Family
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Kunimitsu, Lester
Kubota, Janet
Miyamoto, Richard & Harriette
Mori, Elaine
Moriyasu, Machiko
Ohigashi, Helen
Sakagawa, Emiko A – In memory of Kenneth Sakagawa
Sueda, Sharon & Michael
Sugiki, Dale
Sugiki, Toshiko
Taketa, Susumu & Mae
Tanaka, Florence
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
Wong, Jr., Wesley & Marie
NOKOTSUDO
Hamasaki, Franklin & Elaine – In memory of Tadayoshi Hamasaki
Koja, Jane & Irving – In memory of Joan Tomokiyo
OBON ACTIVITIES
Yoda, Kiyoshi – In memory of Minoru & Hatsuko Yoda, and
Annette Yoda

July 2
July 17

Kunimitsu, Lester
SOCIAL HALL
Maui Bronco League
OHIGAN
Kunimitsu, Lester

Hoji Memorial Services (July)
Date

Name
st

July 19
July 1
July 28
July 18
July 31
July 3
July 10
July 13
July 26
July 3
July 14
July 28

1 Year – 2018
Koyanagi, Roy (GI SHO)
Muraoka, Kay Kikue (E GEN)
3rd Year – 2017
Yoshimori, Gary Isao (SHO SHIN)
7th Year – 2013
Hiyakumoto, Isamu (YU CHI)
Nagoshi, James (SHO DO)
13th Year – 2007
Hanada, Nobue (CHI DO)
Hayase, Ichiro (MYO HO)
17th Year – 2003
Sato, Masao (SHO JO)
Sasada, Satoru (SHO GAKU)
Teruya, Clara (MY JO)
25th Year – 1995
Matsumoto, Jitsuichi (SHI JUN)
33rd Year – 1987
Oshiro, Kameko (MYO SHIN)
Sawamoto, Misayo (JOHO)
Muraoka, Tomoyuki (YUSHO)

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Chiyoko Hiromoto (SEN ZEN – Thousands of
Wonderful Virtures) Age 102, 54 Nakoa Drive,
Wailuku; passed away on May 14, 2019.
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