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"a
way
of
both
welcoming
and
bidding
farewell"
to them, said
Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple
th
Reverend Shinkai Murakami, resident minister at the temple.
celebrates its 118 Obon Festival
Board Chair Michael Munekiyo reported that the Obon
MEMORIAL SERVICE, FOOD, MUSIC, AND dancFestival opens with the Hatsubon, a memorial service that
ing are just a sampling of what will be offered at the
pays respect to people who have had funeral services. He
118th Annual Obon Festival to be held at the Wailuku
continued, “A lot of people mistake it (the Hatsubon) just for
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on Friday, August 3, and Saturpeople who have passed away, but actually, it's a celebration
day, August 4. Each evening, the Obon event will begin with
of life with past remembrance of those who have gone bea Hatsubon service beginning at 6:45 p.m. This service is
fore us."
intended to respect those 23 members of Wailuku Hongwanji
The highlight of the festival is the Bon Odori, a Japanese
who have passed on since the last Obon festival. Reverend
folk dance based on the legend of Mogallana, a Buddhist
Shinkai Murakami, Resident Minister, will be delivering the
disciple who, after making offerings to monks, reportedly
sermon at the services.
jumped for joy on learning that his mother had returned from
Friday, August 3, 2018
the dead. “The Bon Odori symbolizes that joyous leap and is
Gary Yoshimori (SHO SHIN)
July 19, 2017
an event of appreciation," said Munekiyo.
Kazuichi Hamasaki (ZEN JITSU IN
The dance will begin immediately after the Hatsubon
SHAKU WA DO)
September 4, 2017
Service. Members of the Maui Taiko and Maui Obon DrumPatricia Tomie Mainaga (KO RAKU)
November 8, 2017
mers will provide the beat to the music and a few songs by
their members.
Joyce Barbara Baker (SHO JO)
November 18, 2017
In addition to the festive and colorful dancing, there will
Jerel Tomio Nikaido (ZEN YU)
December 17, 2017
be
food
items for sale prepared by STEM Scouting, Cub
Roy Shoji Yashiro (SHO DO)
December 19, 2017
Pack 40, Scout Troop 40, Buddhist Women’s Association,
Haruye Imai (SHUN KO)
January 5, 2018
and the Judo Club.
Jane Tsutae Kurisu (CHI GI)
January 13, 2018
Dishes available for sale will include beef and chicken teKiyoko Komatsu (SHO JO)
January 27, 2018
riyaki bento, miso soup, chili and rice, hot dogs, shaved ice,
Harry Nobuyuki Furomoto (JO GYO)
March 14, 2018
soda, water, snacks, nishime, shiso rice, pickled mango,
Mollie Aiko Tamashiro (JI ON)
April 13, 2018
shrimp chips, and chow fun. Games for children will be offered by the Dharma School program.
Saturday, August 4, 2018
Those interested in visiting Wailuku Hongwanji’s historic
Kazuo Sugiki (HOKYO IN SHAKU CHI
SHO)
August 6, 2017
temple during the evening are welcomed to tour the temple.
Munekiyo would like the community to share in the celeJune Sadako Kanada (JO SHIN)
October 26, 2017
bration of life at the Obon festival. "Have a good time. Enjoy
Torio Nishida (KU DOKU)
November 27, 2017
the Japanese culture.”
Patsy Fukue Ouchi (MYO FUKU)
December 29, 2017

A

Betty Ritsuko Oura (DAI CHI)
Tracy Masayuki Takayama (SHO GAN)
Kaname Okamoto (SAI SHO)
Hiroshi Oishi (KO NEN)
Molly Ayano Tokunaga (JU KO)
Ayako Marunaka (WA JUN)
Masako Sakotani (SHO SHIN)
Kay Kikue Muraoka (E GEN)

March 28, 2018
April 1, 2018
April 2, 2018
April 3, 2018
April 5, 2018
April 14, 2018
June 22, 2018
July 17, 2018

Obon, which means "season of gathering joy," is a time
for Buddhists to remember deceased loved ones and provide
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Welcome Obon Festivities

(This is Part 2 –Part 1 was published in the July Issue)

Namo Amida Butsu
While the Ullambana Sutra may be entertaining, it is
merely a legend. Yet, it offers us two important lessons. The
first is not directly related to Obon but is closely tied to Dana.
Because we are all sentient beings, it is difficult for us to undertake any actions purely out of the "goodness of our
heart." Whenever we undertake any activity, there is always
an underlying reason for our actions.
Even when his mother's salvation was at stake, Mogallana was unable to hold his festival without thinking of her.
Mogallana was freed from his personal misery and his mother was saved only when he stopped thinking about the underlying motive for having his festival. Similarly, for each of
us, the Dharma teaches us that the more we are able to act
in the true spirit of Dana, the happier we will be. If for one
single moment we can release our ego attachments and
worldly desires, we will be able to experience the feeling of
exhilaration and joy that Mogallana must have felt.
The Ullambana Sutra also teaches significance of filial
piety in our daily lives. Filial piety is the showing of respect
and love for one's parents and ancestors. It means caring for
one's parents and ensuring that their legacy lives on. Mogallana demonstrated this virtue when he thought about his
mother and tried to rescue her from the Hell of Hungry
World.
The manner in which filial piety is closely tied to Obon is
that Buddhists believe that Obon is a time when the souls of
those who have passed away return to visit the living. It is at
this time that the living should honor and give thanks for all
the sacrifices that were made by their ancestors. Obon is
when filial piety is emphasized.
The first Obon service for those who have passed away
since the previous Obon is known as Hatsu-bon. Traditionally, it was held on July 15th (the same day that Mogallana's
mother entered heaven), however in Hawaii, each temple
observes its Hatsu-bon service prior to the start of its own
dance festivities. Hatsu-bon is a special Obon because it is
believed that this is the first time that the spirit of a recently
departed person will be returning home. It is commonly believed that temples began lighting lanterns for those who will
be honored at the Hatsu-bon services to help them to find
their way home. Therefore, the lanterns that are hung at bon
dances serve a spiritual purpose and are not merely for decoration.
For many, Hatsu-bon can be emotionally painful. It can
bring back memories of a loved one who passed away in the
recent past, and the pain and sorrow may still be fresh. Yet
Hatsu-bon can aid in the grieving process. It serves as an

opportunity for the family and friends of a recently deceased
loved one to gather to better appreciate the many ways in
which that person has enriched each of their lives. And, the
sharing of fond memories of a person who has passed can
be a great source of comfort.
The Honpa Hongwanji views Obon as a time for each of
us to demonstrate our own sense of filial piety by introspectively reflecting upon our own existence. It is a time to think
about the countless number of ancestors who came before
us and had a hand in making us who we are. It is a time to
show our appreciation and gratitude to our ancestors for all
that we have. And, Obon is also a time for families to come
together to open their hearts and share the Nembutsu and its
teachings. Guided by the infinite wisdom and compassion of
Amida Buddha, coupled with the lessons left behind by the
deceased, we are able to better deal with the truth and reality of our lives. Especially at Obon, we are reminded that although the departed may not be physically present, they
continue to survive in our hearts and minds, and they continue to guide us in our daily lives.
The Nembustu reminds us of the impermanence of life.
Amida Buddha has taught us that no one- - regardless of
whether one is rich or poor or famous or not – absolutely no
one can indefinitely escape an eventual demise. At some
point, each of us will be a part of a Hatsu-bon service. But,
let us remember that a wilting flower produces seeds that will
sprout new life. Likewise, although the end of our lives is inevitable, as humans, through our kind acts, we can profoundly impact the lives not only of our children and grandchildren, but we can have a positive and lasting effect on the
lives of all those we come into contact with. Let us keep this
thought in our minds as we celebrate at our temple’s upcoming Obon festivities; and, let us endeavor to act in a manner
that is consistent with this thought – always.
As a reminder, our Hatsu-bon services this year will be
held on August 3 and 4 starting at 6:45 p.m. All of you are
welcomed to our services and to participate in Obon dancing
on both nights and to listen to the teachings of the Buddha.
HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY OBON!
Namo Amida Butsu
Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Joan Tamori ...................................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Franklin Hamasaki .............................................................................. Meiji Hirose
Itsuyo Kusuda ................................................................................. Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ....................................................................................... Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ......................................................................... Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ............................................................................... Mrs. Karen Yoshida
STEM Scouting .................................................................. Mrs. Courtnie Morihiro
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Handicapped parking available during
Obon service and dance



ANDICAPPED PARKING
will be available in the back
parking lot (entrance on Mill
Street) during Wailuku Hongwanji’s
Obon service and dance for individuals with a handicap permit. The permit must be
visible so the Boy Scouts may assist you in parking your car.

Countdown begins: Wailuku Hongwanji BuddhistthTemple makes plans to
observe its 120 Anniversary

W

ITH FOURTEEN MONTHS TO GO, members
of the 120th Anniversary Committee have set
the date of Sunday, October 20, 2019 as the
day that they will observe the celebration. The Anniversary
Committee has been holding bi-monthly meetings to make
plans for the celebration.
One of the items discussed was “how do we show respect for our aged members?” These KEIRO (aged memHelp needed to hang chochins and
bers) will be recognized at a KAI or SHIKITEN (ceremony)
other decorations on August 2
on Sunday, October 20. The Keiro Kai Committee decided
ELP IS NEEDED TO HANG CHOCHINS
that at our temple they would like to give extra recognition to
(lanterns) and other decorations on
members who are 80 years of age or older in the year 2019.
Thursday, August 2, beginning at 4:30 p.m.
These members have contributed much to the success of
Chairperson Sandy Matsuda stated that the work
our temple. Please assist the committee by providing the
should last about an hour. Please come if you
names of individuals who qualify. Please call the office (244are available to help!
0406) and give them names of keiro members.
To mark its 120th Anniversary, the Project Committee
Dismantling of Yagura tower and
has proposed to undertake two projects. The Committee
decorations are planned for August 4
will:
CTIVITY CHAIRPERSON SANDY MATSU• Complete the handicapped accessible restroom in the
DA needs help in dismantling the Yagura
temple and
and decorations on Saturday, August 4,
• Complete the purchase of the social hall and temple
immediately after the Obon dance. Work begins
photovoltaic systems from the vendor.
at approximately 10:30 p.m. Your assistance will
As a reminder, our temple completed a number of
be appreciated.
projects to mark our 115th Anniversary:
Limited clean up planned for Sunday, August 5
 Replaced the social hall sliding doors,
On Sunday, August 5, limited cleanup of the
 Installed awnings over the doors to protect it from the
temple grounds and storing of supplies will begin
weather,
at 8:00 a.m. Refreshment will be served after the
 Replaced the vinyl flooring in the social hall, kitchen, and
work is completed.
stage,

Installed security lights, and
Obon dance dates at Hale Makua and
 Replaced the rental unit (old minister’s resident) roof.
at Hale Mahaolu announced
To fund the two projects, the Fundraising Committee
EMPLE MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO
has set a goal of raising $120,000 to cover the cost of the
JOIN members of the Maui Minyo Kai,
projects, which is estimated to cost $118,000; with the reMaui Taiko, and Maui United BWA for
maining amount to be used to cover unforeseen expenses.
Obon dancing at the following locations and
The restroom project and PV system purchase project will
dates:
help ensure the temple is able to continue serving the needs
• Hale Makua—Kahului, on Friday, August 24,
of our members and community.
beginning at 6:30 p.m. and ending at 7:30 p.m.
Michael Munekiyo, Co-chair of the Fundraising Commit• Hale Makua—Wailuku, on Friday, August 31,
tee reported that in the next couple of months a fundraising
beginning at 6:00 p.m. and ending at 7:00 p.m.
drive will be started. He asked for the support of the mem• Hale Mahaolu—Kahului, on Friday, Septembership in making the fund drive a success.
ber 7, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and ending at
The Entertainment Committee is looking for talented
7:00 p.m.
individuals or groups who would be willing to showcase their
Come out and join the residents of Hale Matalent. Chair Sandy Matsuda is coordinating the entertainkua and Hale Mahaolu as they celebrate the Obment and games. She is looking for affiliate organizations
on season!
who are willing to provide entertainment at the luncheon.
Please mark your calendar: Sunday, October 20, 2019.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA to hold fundraiser during Obon

B

WA MEMBERS WILL BE SELLING NISHIME,
PICKLED mango, mango chutney, shiso rice, baked
goods, shrimp chips, and other snack items in the
social hall during the Obon festival. On Thursday, August 2,
members are needed to prepare the items for the sale.
Please visit the booth and purchase the delicious homemade treats.

Obon hospitality chair seeks help
from BWA members



BON HOSPITALITY CHAIR SANDY MATSUDA
would like the assistance of BWA members in
providing desserts and side dishes for the
hospitality room at the annual Obon festival on Friday,
August 3 and Saturday, August 4.
The purpose of the hospitality room is to say “mahalo” to
the supporters of our temple activities, “arigato” to our
special guests, and to express our appreciation to the
dancers for their participation in the festivities. Please
contact Janet Kubota if you are able to contribute desserts.

BWA to meet on Sunday, August 12

P

RESIDENT JANET KUBOTA REMINDS BWA
members that the next monthly meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 12, immediately after the
Sunday Service. On the agenda will be planning for the Autumn Food and Craft Fair, which will be held on Saturday,
October 27.

Craft & Food Fair to be held in October

T

HE ANNUAL BWA CRAFT & FOOD FAIR WILL BE
held on Saturday, October 27. At the fair, a new
teri-meat bento will be sold. Help will be needed
during the week of the fair to prepare the ingredients.
Please come even if you are not called.
Booth chairperson Sharon Higa reported that there are
booths available to interested crafters and vendors. She
may be contacted through the temple office at 244-0406.
Deadline to reserve a booth is Friday, September 14.

World Federation of BWA seek support for Eshinni-Kakushinni Chair



HE WORLD FEDERATION OF BUDDHIST Women’s Association is seeking global support to raise
funds to establish the Eshinni-Kakushinni Endowed

Chair at the Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley, California. The vision is to honor Eshinni and Kakushinni for
their efforts and influence in the creation and growth of the
Hongwanji. The funds would enable the hiring of a dedicated professor/scholar who will emphasize the teachings of
Shinran Shonin. The position would promote visibility and
propagation of the Jodo Shinshu sect.
Donations are being accepted during the months of July
and August. BWA and temple members may drop off their
donations in the temple office. Please make checks payable
to Wailuku Hongwanji BWA. The following individuals have
donated to the fund:
Fujii, Ethel
Matsuda, Sandy
Fujiwara, Yoshiko
Moriyasu, Michiko
Hamasaki, Franklin
Ohigashi, Helen
Hamasaki, Grace
Okamoto, George
Hirata, Sandy
Omuro, Mae
Honda, Margaret
Ouchi, Richard
Honda, Peggy
Satoshige, Lillian
Inamasu, Janet
Shimoda, Nancy
Ishikawa, Sylvia
Shinoda, Janet
Kubota, Janet
Sugiki, Toshiko
Kushiyama, Gail
Tamashiro, Norma
Kuwae, Stella
Tanaka, Florence
Kusuda, Itsuyo

Applications sought for 2019 Exchange Students to Japan

T

HE HAWAII FEDERATION OF BUDDHIST Women’s
Associations is accepting applications for the 2019
Student Exchange Program to Japan. Two young
women ages 17 to 23 years old will travel to Japan for two
weeks in late July to early August. The purpose of the program is to expose the young women to the Buddhist and
Asian culture. They will also serve as missionaries of goodwill. For more information, contact BWA President Janet Kubota. Application forms may be obtained from the temple
office or at http://www.hawaiibwa.org.
Completed applications must be received at Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii by October 31, 2018.

Hosha for August and September
August 2, 2018
August 15, 2018
August 16, 2018
September 6, 2018
September 19, 2018
September 20, 2018

Groups 1 and 6
ACCW – Team #2
Groups 3 and 5
Groups 2 and 4
ACCW – Team #3
Groups 1 and 6

Ohigan Refreshment Assignment (09/16/18)
Irene Arakaki
Ethel Fujii
Sandy Hirata
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Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

No Dharma School on August 5

B

ECAUSE OF THE CLEANING OF THE TEMPLE
ground and storing of Obon supplies on Sunday,
August 5, there will be no Dharma School. The
Dharma School will “kickoff” its program on Sunday, August
12th with an excursion to Lanai. Mahalo!

Dharma School to “kickoff” program
with excursion to Lanai on August 12;
Sunday Service to be conducted by adult
volunteers

Fenton and Sam Marie Quipotla will serve as greeters and
do the collection of offerings.

Memorial Service at Reverend
Kunisaki’s gravesite to be held after
Family Service on August 26

D

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS WILL BE VISITING
the gravesite of Reverend Hojun Kunisaki, our
temple’s first minister, on Sunday, August 26,
immediately after the Family Service. Reverend Murakami
will conduct a brief service.

T

HE DHARMA SCHOOL WILL “KICKOFF” ITS 20182019 activities with an excursion to Lanai via the
Expeditions ferry. The day on Lanai will include
swimming, activities, and lunch. Travel times and more
details will be announced in a flyer and distributed to Dharma
School students and families. Parents are asked to check
for a recent email with a flyer attached along with a Sunday
Service Schedule.
Adult volunteers will be conducting Sunday Service at
the temple on August 12th beginning at 8:00 a.m. Dharma
students and adults not participating in the excursion are
invited to the service.

Dharma School registration and ice
cream making to be held on August 19



EGISTRATION FOR THE 2018-2019 DHARMA
School program will be held on Sunday, August 19,
immediately after the 8 a.m. service. Students will
make homemade ice cream to enjoy with refreshments.
Director Joan Tamori invites all students, from kindergarten
to grade 12, to become a part of the Buddhist educational
program at Wailuku Hongwanji Mission. She encourages
parents to register their children into the program. She
reported that a year-long plan of activities have been
prepared for the students.
Donavan Ikeuchi will be the Master of Ceremonies at the
service. Anna Fosbinder will ring the kansho bell and Kingston Komine will read the aspiration. Ace Shuster and Angel
Acevedo will greet members and visitors and do the
collection of offerings.

Gakuen News
Japanese Language School to begin
classes on Tuesday, August 7

R

EVEREND SHINKAI MURAKAMI, JAPANESE
Language School Director, reminds parents and
students that the first day of school for the 20182019 school year will be on Tuesday, August 7.
Reverend Murakami stressed that parents need to
register
their children before school starts so school material
Danny Thompson to be guest speaker
may be ordered. Registration and order forms are available in
at Family Service on August 26
the office.
ANNY THOMPSON OF THE LAHAINA HONGFree bus transportation will be provided to students
WANJI Buddhist Temple will be the guest speaker
enrolled at Wailuku, Puu Kukui, Waihee, Kahului, Lihikai,
at the Family Service on Sunday, August 26, beand Pomaikai Elementary Schools. He/She needs to have a
ginning at 8 a.m. Anna Fosbinder will be the Mistress of
photo identification card. Bring a photo of your child to the
Ceremonies at the service. Jencyn Shishido will ring the
office as soon as possible so an ID card may be prepared.
kansho bell and Logan Tamori will read the aspiration. Evan
No ID card—No bus ride.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Scouts visit Airport
Traffic Control, practice
bridge building and enjoy a Fun Camp at Camp Maluhia

Cooking one’s own dinner is fun for the Boy Scouts as they assist each
other in preparing the meal.

Chase cooks the mini-sausages while Riley, Derek, and Adam wait for
the sausages to be cooked.
After visiting the Kahului Airport Control Tower, D’Marco, Adam, Assistant Scout Leader Celeste Rabang, and William have their photo taken
in front of the tower.

Members of Troop 40 and Pack 40 stand in front of the sign informing
the public of the Airport Traffic Control Tower.

An employee of the Quarantine Station shows scouts their duties and
responsibilities keeping Maui free of unwanted plants and animals.

It takes talent to cook. Just ask Chase who is assigned to be the cook
for the day.

Seating around the camp fire is fun, especially when someone has to
tell a scary story at Camp Maluhia.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Teamwork & Practice

Building a rope “Monkey Bridge” is a great way for
the Scouts to learn a few knots and have fun while
they do it. The project can be put together in 30-45
minutes with practice and teamwork.

Team-work and good leaders are the secret to erecting a rope-bridge.

Dylan gives the “shaka” as he walks across the rope bridge.

Building a double-A frame is the first step in building a sturdy bridge
that will hold up to the test! Scouts work together to get the work done.

Testing!!! Testing!!! Success!!! Adam shows that the team-built bridge is ready. In the next few weeks, Scouts from Troop 40 will be showing off their
“Bridge Building” skills as scouts from throughout Maui will compete at the camporee.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Board Sunday service

June Toma-Rose, Nancy Shimoda, and Florence Tanaka support the
Board of Directors by attending their Board’s Sunday Service.

Board member Ronald Fukumoto, along with wife, Kay, attend the
Sunday Service sponsored by the Board of Directors.

Board Chair Munekiyo awards a door prize to his wife, Lori Monekiyo.
She says, “Thank you!”

Board Chair Michael presents a gift to Jackie Murai as Master of Ceremonies Gary Murai looks on.

Susumu Taketa and Richard Ouchi look forward to the service sponsored by the Board of Directors.

Ethel Fujii was one of the “winners” at the Board of Directors Sunday
Service on July 8.

Sylvia Ishikawa and Margaret Honda supports the Board by attending
their Sunday Service.

Dr. Tim Berney and wife Monica, along with their son Wesley, attend
the Board of Directors Sunday Service.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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BWA excursion to
three’s bar & grill

Members of the BWA took an excursion to Kihei and enjoyed the fellowship at the Three’s Bar and Grill in Kihei Kalama Village.
Janet Kubota was one of the adult volunteer who assisted at the Sunday Service on July 15.

Waiting for the bus after a delicious lunch make the excursion well
worth the BWA members’ time.

Danny Topp was the Master of Ceremonies who led the Sunday Service on July 15.

Board director George Okamoto has his photo taken with board members Sandy Matsuda, Emiko Sakagawa, and Janet Kubota.

Welcome back to organist, Dale Sugiki. Members and Dharma students missed your music.

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Cub Scouts News

Mahalo to a veteran!

Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Cubs have a busy year; new
year to begin in August; new
cub scouts welcome!

I

T HAS BEEN A BUSY YEAR IN Scouting. This year, Cub Scouts have marched in the parade,
worked at the chow fun booth at the fair, played at the Maui
Sports and Golf Park, completed a Kalua Pig Fundraiser as well
as raced pine wood cars and blew our own Rain Gutter Regatta
Boats. Our scouts and parents had a great year as each month
was filled with exciting new adventures. If your child would like to
be part of the scouting program, contact Cubmaster Jerry Dela
Cruz at 870-1020 and Chair Chad Fukunaga 281-7697.

After placing an American flag at the headstone of a veteran, the Cub
Scouts give a salute to the veteran.

Cub Scout parents are shown working at their booth at last year’s Obon Festival.

Pinewood Derby winners are shown above with their winning car, along
with their trophies.

One of the benefits of being a Cub Scout is to do community service at
the Maui Food Bank. For their hard work, the scouts received a treat
from the food bank.

At the Arrow of the Light Ceremony, Cub Scouts and their parents participate in the lighting ceremonies as a way of honoring the Cub Scouts when
they complete the requirements to earn the highest rank in Cub Scouting.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

- 10 -

Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

Eli Seth, Kolten, and Roen get ready to perform their chant “Stemp Em
with the Slippa.”

Summer is a fun time for some cold treats! Thank you to Grandma
Beauchamp (Kaden’s grandma) for making shave ice with ice cream
for all the children. Mahalo!

Rylee and Keina concentrate when rolling the painted marbles on to
their paper for their marble painting activity.

After the Ho’olaule’a performance, the children gathered together to
play different Hawaiiana games. Xanna gets ready to do the “ALOHA
HOP.”

At our Annual Ho’olaule’a, the children did well performing their Hawaiiana songs and dances in front of their families.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Dis-n-Dat News
Honpa Hongwanji Joint Conference to
be held on September 1-3

M

EMBERS OF WAILUKU HONGWANJI BUDDHIST Temple will be attending the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Joint Conference at the
Ala Moana Hotel on September 1-3. The theme of the conference is Embrace Change—Harmony (Accept Differences). At the opening session on September 1, Lt. Governor Doug Chin will be the keynote speaker.
Attendees will be able to attend various workshops during the three-day conference. Members of the Buddhist
Women’s Association and Dharma School, along with Lay
convention participants will be representing our temple. Lay
participants are Ed Tamori, Danny Topp, Paul Gushiken, and
Susan Gushiken. Sandy Hirata and Joan Tamori will be presenting the Dharma School.

Matsuda says “With gratitude, thank
you for your help!”

S

ANDY MATSUDA, DIRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES,
would like to express her deepest gratitude to
everyone who participated in this year’s general
clean up. She said, “I would like to express my appreciation
to the affiliated organization members, along with Kyodan
members, who volunteered their time and effort to get the
social hall, classrooms, and temple ready for the obon
festivities. Thank you!” She would like to recognize the
Dharma School parents for their help in preparing the food
for the cleanup. Thank you, everyone.

W

WHM to sell chow fun at Maui Fair
AILUKU HONGWAINJI WILL AGAIN BE SELLING
chow fun at the 2018 Maui Fair, which will be held
on October 4 – October 7. Kyodan president
Michael Munekiyo asks that affiliate organization members,
Kyodan members, and friends reserve the dates. Your help
will definitely be needed to prepare the green onions, bean
sprouts, and pork hash on October 2-4. Affiliate organization
members are needed to cook, pack, and sell the chow fun at
the booth. The Chow Fun Committee is presently organizing
plans for this fundraiser.
Maui Buddhist Council
2018 Obon Schedule
Day
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

Date
August 3
August 4
August 10
August 11
August 17
August 18
August 25

Temple

Service

Dance

Wailuku Hongwanji

6:45 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Lahaina Hongwanji

6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Open
Kula Shofukuji

Editor’s Note: The following article was written by Rimban
William Briones of the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple in their July/August 2015 newsletter “Jiho.” I
found the article provided an appropriate explanation on why
families and friends should come together and reflect on their
loved one’s passing.

A Breeze From Pure Land
Translation by Rev. George Matsubayashi

Please don't cry before my grave ....
That's not where I am.
Nor am I sleeping for eternity
See,
I am already part of the breezes
Numbering a thousand.
I am part of the light
That brightens this world,
Like a diamond glittering in the snow,
Like the sun that coaxes seeds to sprout.
And in the fall, I become the gentle rain
That nurtures all….
When you open a window in the morning,
I am the breeze
That causes your hair to flutter,
And at night I am the star
That watches over your sleep.
So please ... don't cry before my grave.
That's not where I am.
I am not dead;
I have been born anew.

S

INCE THE LAST OBON, SOME OF YOU MAY have
experienced a death of a parent, spouse, friend,
brother, sister, or a friend. As a result, your life has
changed and will never be the same. A feeling of sadness
and grief continues to overwhelm your heart and mind.
Unfortunately, there is no set timetable that tells you when
to get on with your life or a period of time that your life is
no longer sad and empty.
The void in our life is a reminder that things will never
be the same. Our loved ones are no longer there to visit,
talk to, share laughs or tears. But this doesn't mean that
we have been abandoned or left alone. It only means
that we must awaken to the mind and heart that transcends time and space so that we may continue to experience the embrace of our loved ones at this very moment.
It means becoming aware of your loved one's continued influence...they have now become part of the dynamic Oneness that you can appreciate as the caring force or
energy that you experience daily in so many ways.
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The poem I began with is entitled "A Breeze From
Pure Land" (The authorship is uncertain, but the Japanese singer-songwriter, Man Arai, translated the poem
into Japanese and composed the song "Sen no Kaze" (A
Thousand Winds). Rev. Yuji Nishihara, a Nishi Hongwanji
priest, wrote another version and entiltled it "Ojodo Kara
no Kaze". The poem then underwent another translation
from Japanese to English by Rev. George Matsubayashi
and entitled it, "A Breeze From Pure Land." The poem
subtlety expresses how our loved one's existence continues to move dynamically within our lives, like being with
family and friends on special occasions, watching our
children grow up, a special song, the changing of the
seasons, hot cocoa on a cold morning.
Your loved one is now part of the unseen embracing
Oneness (Dharma or Life or truth or Reality) that makes
such events and experience possible at all. So your loved
one is not as far away as you might think.
As Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, hatsubon and other family memorial services are a time to reflect upon our lives
and how we are continually being influenced by our loved
ones.
"Hatsu bon" literally mean "first Obon." It is the first
anniversary since the last Obon. Hatsubon then is an opportunity for family and friends to come together and reflect on how their love's existence continues to embrace
us through their thought, words and deeds. For the hatsubon family and friends, or for that matter all of us, because
death has touched each and every one us, the realization
of impermanence of the physical body leads us to a better
understanding that your loved one's life is continuing to
work and influence you. As you reflect on the pain of the
loss of your loved one, you come to the realization that we
should live each day and savor every moment for we don't
know what tomorrow or the next moment will hold. The
pain of your loss will always remain in your hearts but too,
all the good times and fond memories of your loved one
will continue to be part of you.
As we parttake of the Obon festivities, we should also
reflect upon the Truth of our existence, the Truth that our
loved ones are continuing to influence and take effect
upon our present lives. Obon is a time to express our gratitude for being given those conditions to live this life. Hatsubon is an expression of the pureness of heart that arises
when we embrace the Truth of those causes and conditions of your life. And this is why, in our tradition of Jodo
Shinshu, we call Obon, Kangi-e, or Gathering of Joy. It is
an act of joy and gratitude that is the source for dancing
during Obon. This is Obon and this is why we dance.
Namo Amida Butsu

Editor’s Note: Found this article in our August 2007 newsletter.
We sometime dismiss old folks as having little to contribute.
We’re impatient with them because they’re slow.
We forget that they were once young. They have pride and
self-worth. They are not scraps of paper that can be tossed
aside.
We should be careful how we treat the old because that is
how our offspring may treat us. We should treat the old with respect.

Crabby Old Woman
What do you see, nurses, what do you see?
What are you thinking when you're looking at me?
A crabby old woman, not very wise,
Uncertain of habit, with faraway eyes?
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply
When you say in a loud voice, "I do wish you'd try!"
Who seems not to notice the things that you do,
And forever is losing a stocking or shoe….
Who, resisting or not, let's you do as you will,
With bathing and feeding, the long day to fill….
Is that what you're thinking? Is that what you see?
Then open your eyes, nurse; you're not looking at me.
I'll tell you who I am as I sit here so still,
As I do at your bidding, as I eat at your will.
I'm a small child of ten …with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters, who love one another.
A young girl of sixteen, with wings on her feet
Dreaming that soon now a lover she'll meet.
A bride soon at twenty—my heart gives a leap,
Remembering the vows that I promised to keep.
At twenty-five now, I have young of my own,
Who need me to guide and a secure happy home.
A woman of thirty, my young now grown fast,
Bound to each other with ties that should last.
At forty, my young sons have grown and are gone,
But my man's beside me to see I don't mourn.
At fifty once more, babies play round my knee,
Again we know children, my loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead,
I look at the future, I shudder with dread.
For my young are all rearing young of their own,
And I think of the years and the love that I've known.
I'm now an old woman….and nature is cruel;
'Tis jest to make old age look like a fool.
The body, it crumbles, grace and vigor depart,
There is now a stone where I once had a heart.
But inside this old carcass a young girl still dwells,
And now and again, my battered heart swells.
I remember the joys, I remember the pain,
And I'm loving and living life over again.
I think of the years….all too few, gone too fast,
And accept the stark fact that nothing can last.
So open your eyes, nurses, open and see,
….Not a crabby old woman; look closer . . . See ME!!
###

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

- 13 -

Business Manager’s Message
By Franklin Hamasaki

“I love you!” and “Thank you”

I

F YOU DID NOT ATTEND THE BOARD OF Directors’
Sunday Service on July 8, you missed a good one.
Besides missing a chance to “win” door prizes donated
by the board members at the end of the service, you missed
a very interesting Dharma Talk by Board Chair Michael
Munekiyo.
In his talk, he provided information discovered by
neuroscientist Wendy Suzuki, about our brains. In his talk, I
felt he was talking to me. His talk boiled down to one thing
for me--I rarely say, “I love you!” to my children and only
when my wife reminds me do I say it to them. Saying “I love
you!” does something to our brains and how we feel about
ourselves. Anyway, Mike’s talk hit home. I went home and
tried saying it to my wife. It was awkward. It did not flow
smoothly. It looks like I’m back to my old ways. BUT, I’ll
give it a shot once in a while.
At the end of his talk, he reminded us to say, “Thank
you!” Here I am a failure again—not a complete failure; I
would give myself a “D+ or D” grade. I know I need to thank
people for all that they do for me. However, I forget. At the
temple, I try to do it; but many times I forget.
To end my commentary, I would like to say, Thank you,
Michael; your talk was right on target. Your message was
interesting and thought-provoking. I’m sure others felt the
same as I do.

Buddha’s Quotes
“It is better to conquer yourself than to win a
thousand battles.”
“Always be thankful for what you have, many
people have nothing.”
Inner peace begins the moment you choose not
to allow another person or event to control your
emotions.

acknowledgments
KYODAN
Evan, Gale – In memory of Elaine Yamagata
Fujimoto, Gerald & San – In memory of Hatsuko Fujimoto
Okamura, Nelson & Jennifer
Tengan, Marvin – In memory of Myrtle Tengan
Yamashiro, Henry & Betty – In memory of Shirley Yokouchi
NOKOTSUDO
Griffon, Karen K. – In memory of Kesajiro Ogawa

Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Hamasaki & Izuo Families
Higashi, Stan – In memory of Tsuruye Higashi, Thomas Tanetsugu Higashi, Rito Higashi, Tanezo Higashi, Cho Higashi, and Tanoshi Higashi
Hiraga, Roy & Gwen – In memory of Rose Ohashi
Kodani, June – In memory of Kaneko Matsui
Kodani, June – In memory of Mitsue Konno
Koja, Irvin & Jane – In memory of Joan Tomokiyo
Koja, Irvin & Jane – In memory of Tomokiyo Family
Kusuda, Itsuyo – In memory of Emi Kusuda
Sakagawa, Kenneth & Emiko – In memory of Colin Sakagawa
Takemoto, Howard
Ward, Annette N.
Yoshino, Harriet – In memory of Jane Yamada, June Kanada, and Molly Tokunaga
Yoshino, Harriet – In memory of Douglas & Jane Yamada
OBON
Cardoza, Betsy
Endo, Calvin & Kayoko – In memory of Elsie Ota and Karen
Wintemyre
Endo, Calvin & Kayoko – In memory of Masato & Dorothy
Endo
Fujii, Ethel
Fujii, Wallace – In memory of Tadayoshi Kadoyama
Fukunaga, Alvin & Martha
Hiraga, Roy & Gwen – In memory of Rose Ohashi
Hirata, Sandra K.
Honda, Margaret – In memory of Kazuo Sugiki
Honda, Margaret – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
Honda, Margaret – In memory of June Kanada
Honda, Margaret – In memory of Masako Sakotani
Honda, Margaret – In memory of Patsy Ouchi
Honda, Margaret – In memory of Larry Honda
Ishikawa, Ronald & Sylvia – In memory of Molly Tokunaga
Ishikawa, Ronald & Sylvia – In memory of Patsy Ouchi
Ishikawa, Ronald & Syliva – In memory of Kazuo Sugiki
Ishikawa, Ronald & Sylvia – In memory of Joyce Baker
Ishikawa, Ronald & Sylvia – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
Kirias, Harry & Akiko
Koja, Jane & Irvin – In memory of Tomokiyo, Urata, & Koja
Families
Kunimitsu, Lester
Lau, Jonathan – In memory of Mariye Lau
Matsubayashi, Herbert
Miyamoto, Richard
Miyamoto, Mitsuo & Mildred
Muraoka, Kay
Nakamura, Alvin & Charlotte – In memory of Harry Furomoto
Nishihara, Anna M – In memory of Alvin Nishihara
Ouchi, Dennis
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Ouchi, Ronald M.
Sakumoto, Akie
Takemoto, Howard
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of the Hashi Family
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Shinichi & Patsy Suzuki
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Gen & Tomie Hirose
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Manuel & Nancy Oishi
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Ralph & Patsy Tanaka
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Takeshi Tsuchiyama
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Joyce Baker
Tokunaga, Sarajean – In memory of Donald & Alice Tokunaga, Mariye Tokunaga Lau, Chaz Tokunaga, and Molly
Tokunaga
Tomimoto, Nancy
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
Uno, James and Sharon
Yoshimori, Glenn – In memory of Gary Yoshimori
Yoshizawa, Kenji

Hoji Memorial Services (August)
Date

Aug. 6
Aug. 16
Aug. 19
Aug. 30
Aug. 6
Aug. 30
Aug. 1
Aug. 4
Aug. 13
Aug. 24
Aug. 28

OBON REFRESHMENT
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Fujii, Ethel
Harada, Howard & Chisato
Hirata, Sandra K.
Shimoda, Nancy
Tamori, Edward & Joan

Aug. 9

WISH LIST

Aug. 12
Aug. 18

Aug. 3
Aug. 4
Aug. 18
Aug. 19

Nishihara, Anna – Chop Sticks, 3 rolls of Forever stamps

Name
st

1 Year – 2017
Sugiki, Kazuo (CHI SHO HO KY IN)
3rd Year – 2016
Fukumoto, Ruth Kazuyo (WA GEN)
Teshima, Kazue (KO SHIN)
Tamiya, Hisako (MYO TOKU)
7th Year – 2012
Nakano, Stella Aiko (KO AI)
Takaki, Isamu (YU GAN)
13th Year – 2006
Hayase, Yaeko (JO RAKU)
17th Year – 2000
Matsumoto, Shizuko (MYO SEI)
Morihiro, Minoru (TAI SHIN)
Sueda, Kinuyo (JAKU NEN)
Tanji, Hisao (JYO YU)
25th Year – 1994
Kibe, Ellen Tokiko (JO SHIN)
33rd Year – 1986
Hirata, Sueme (NI RYO KEN)
Shinyama, Wallace Yoshito (SHUN RYO)
Kamimoto, Rokuryo (MYO SHIN)
Ibara, Tsuyako (NI TEI SHO)
50th Year – 1969
Matsui, Gohei (JO GO)
Muroki, Take (NI MYO MAN)

OFFERTORY
Wong, Jr., Wesley & Marie
OFUSE
Arine, Richard – In memory of Elaine Yamagata
Izutsu, Amy – In memory of Elaine Yamagata
Kondo, Reiko – In memory of Tracy Takayama
Miyamoto, Richard – In memory of Harriette Miyamoto
Omuro, Mae – In memory of Toshiko Hirose & Masao Furomoto
Sibonga, Gay – In memory of Tracy Takayama
Shoda, Rumi – In memory of Robert & Akito Jo
Wada, Louis & Jean – In memory of Elaine Yamagata
Yamagata, James – In memory of Elaine Yamagata
GOTAN-E
Kunimitsu, Lester
Sakagawa, Kenneth & Emiko
SOCIAL HALL
Endo, Randy & Patti
Higa, Michael & Sharon

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Masako Sakotani (SHO SHIN) Age 91, 21 Ainaola Street, Wailuku; passed away on June 22,
2018.
Kay Kikue Muraoka (E GEN) Age 95, 2080 Pakahi Street, Wailuku; passed away on July 17, 2018.
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