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WAILUKU HONGWANJI PRESCHOOL
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission * 1828 Vineyard Street *
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793 * Preschool Telephone * (808) 244-9545

Jody Vinoray

During the month of September,
make a donation to Wailuku
Hongwanji Preschool at any
Foodland or Sack n Save checkout,
and Foodland and Western Union
Foundation will make a donation
to our organization too!
WAILUKU HONGWANJI
PRESCHOOL # 79062
YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

Congratulations:
Troop 40’s Newest EagleCeleste
Scouts
Rabang

LEFT-RIGHT: Austin, Reverend Murakami,
and D’Marco

Troop 40 had their Eagle Scout award ceremony and 2
scouts received their Eagle rank. Austin Lugo and D'Marco Rabang. We are very proud of them!
Austin will be attending Purdue University to pursue
a degree in electrical engineering and D'Marco will attend
University of Nevada, Las Vegas to pursue a degree in hospitality management. Best of luck to them!

SPORTS

Judo ka’s Pass Exam

Herbert Kogasaka

Wailuku Hongwanji Judo had a virtual kata
exam on Aug 6, 2022 at the Judo Dojo with the Kata
committee in Honolulu.
Judo ka’s Gabriel Valdez and Jamie Celis passed
the Nage-no-Kata (formal Judo throwing techniques)
Exam by Kata Committee of the Judo Black Belt Association of Hawaii.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Flower Donations Requested

LEFT-RIGHT: Sensei, Karla Kurokawa; Sensei Herbert Kogasaka; Gabriel Valdez; and Jamie Celis.
We are always in need of flowers and greeneries for our altars.
If you have some to share please bring them to
the office by noon
on Wednesdays.
Sharon Higa
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TEACHINGS FROM THE REVEREND

The Turtle and the Rabbit
Namo Amida Butsu

Dear Wailuku Hongwanji members and Dharma School students. Since
Covid-19, we have all missed our excellent Dharma School students. Even if our
temple services are in-person now, we still
have to be cautious about Covid. All of you
are always welcome to our temple services
at any time! I sincerely hope all of you
are well and enjoying our Holy Buddha’s
warm and spiritual infinite light and life.
This is the month of September!
The time is flying so fast. September is
designated as the month for dedication.
There are so many different ways for us
to dedicate ourselves to our society and
Ohana. In the teaching of the Buddha,
he shared with us the great passage:
Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life
of the candle will not be shortened.
Happiness never decreases by being shared…..”
These are powerful and positive words
he shared with all of us, and it is true!
Even if we share wisdom and compassion, it will never be shortened.
This month I would like to share
the story of the Turtle and the Rabbit.
Many of you already know the story
of the Turtle and the Rabbit; however,
I feel this new version is exciting and
associated with Buddhist teaching.
One day the Rabbit and Turtle were
having a debate. The Rabbit said, “Mr.
Turtle, I am tired of hearing that old
story about the race between you and
me, and you won the race. Let’s have
a race again and see who is the fastest
one and wins this time.”
The Turtle replied, “I know how it
will turn out. Mr. Rabbit, you are fast
and a running machine. I know you can
run much faster than I can, so it will be
no contest and only a waste of time.”
Then Rabbit said, “Well, I think we
should have a race and see of that is
true. Mr. Turtle, are you afraid to know
the outcome?”
Then the Turtle said, “No, I am not
afraid to race you, even if I know you
will win. Well, okay, we’ll do it again.
Do we have any rules?”
Then the Rabbit said, “Rules? Oh,
you can do whatever you have to do.
Let’s race to McDonald’s, which is
five miles down the riverside. The loser treats the winner to lunch. Do you

Reverend Shinkai Murakami

agree with this condition?”
Then Turtle said, “It’s not fair, but
cannot help. Ok, I have agreed that loser treats the winner.”
Two of them stand on the starting
line, then Rabbit says, “Are you ready?
Get set, go!”
As he ran, Rabbit said, “Boy, this
will be very easy. I will get the most expensive item at McDonald’s. So, Rabbit
runs so hard and fast.
The rabbit didn’t know the location of
McDonald’s, so the day before the race,
Rabbit went to see the course because
he had never been there before. Then, he
discovered a river they had to cross and
a bridge. So, he understood the route and
was ready for the next day’s race.
Rabbit ran so fast and hard, he got
tired and thought, “I bet I am already more
than halfway there. It is easy but so boring.” This time, he told himself, “If I take
a rest here, the same result may occur.”
So, Rabbit continued to run on the road.
When he reached the river, he couldn’t find
the bridge. Wow, Rabbit thought, “what
should I do?” He could not swim, so there
was no way for him to cross the river.
The turtle was trying to move fast, but
because of his heavy shell on his back, he
couldn’t move fast and said, “That Rabbit runs fast. I cannot run that fast carrying my heavy house on my back.”
Then, Turtle sees the river right next
to the road, and he remembers Shinran
Shonin’s teachings and says, “Sailing is
always faster and easier than walking to
reach the goal.” So, Turtle said, “Maybe I should try to go down on the river.”
He found a board on the shore-side. and
said “Why not? It is worth a try.”
While the Rabbit was standing on the
riverbank, the Turtle floated smoothly down
the river. Then the Turtle discovered the
rabbit and told him, “Hi Rabbit, why don’t
you get on my back? We can sail together.”
First, Rabbit denied the turtle’s offering, but the turtle insisted Rabbit get
on his back. Rabbit climbed on the turtle’s shell, and the two sailed smoothly
down the river and reached the shore
next to the McDonald’s restaurant.
When they reached the riverbank,
the turtle said, “Go ahead, go to McDonald’s!” However, Rabbit waited until the
turtle was out of the water and told him,
“Let’s walk to the restaurant together!”

Then, the Turtle said, “Why? You can
go! You will win the race.” Rabbit said,
“Never mind the race; we go together.”
In the end, both of them reached the McDonald’s at the same time.
Then Rabbit said, “I lost this race!
So, I will treat you. Without you, I
would still be stuck at the riverbank!”
Turtle replied, “No, Mr. Rabbit, you
waited for me at the riverbank. You could
have gone, but you walked with me to McDonald’s! So, you are a true winner!”
Then Rabbit shouted, “Forget it, I
lost! I pay!”
Turtle said, “OK, we both won, so neither one of us lost, so why don’t we share
the cost and treat like friends should.”
Rabbit said, “Ok, we should not argue about that.”
They then got their food and enjoyed their lunch with Nembutsu and
Itadakimasu.
The Rabbit and the Turtle found a
great friendship through the wisdom and
compassion of the excellent guidance of
Nembutsu; to respect each other.
For us, the temple is the place where
we can learn these many precious joys
to spiritually enrich our daily lives.
I believe that this is Amida Buddha’s
infinite wisdom and compassion which
we call Amida’s Other Power.
Regardless even if we see Amida
Buddha or not, his spiritual light and compassion are always reaching into our hearts
and guiding us to the path of the truth. The
“Tan ni sho” chapter 6 extensively teaches us about our conditions: “If there are
conditions which bring us together, then
we must meet.” The great guidance of
the Nembutsu brings all of us as one and
guides us to the path of the truth.
Amida Buddha’s endless compassion,
wisdom, and great encouragement are always working for us to open our eyes, the
eyes of our inner hearts. The month of
September is the month for us to reflect
upon our daily lives and for us to realize
Amida Buddha’s excellent guidance is
showing us to walk the path of the truth.
Parents and grandparents of the
Dharma school students, please share this
article with your precious children and
grandchildren so they understand the dedication, sharing, wisdom, and compassion
of Amida Buddha.
Namo Amida Butsu
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ADULT ORGANIZATIONS

Buddhist Women’s Association (BWA) News
Omigaki (Altar Ornament Polishing) was done on July 18th.
Omigaki is held twice a year on the day following the general
clean-up of the temple campus. Thank you to the BWA members
who assisted with Omigaki.

Gwen Hiraga

From L to R (Frances Teshima, Bette Nomura, Toshiko Sugiki, Janet Kubota, Sylvia Ishikawa, Lori Kanamu, Machiko Moriyasu and Nancy Shimoda) helped
with cleaning and polishing the altar ornaments

Above: Several members of the BWA
attended the Aloha Kupuna Luncheon
on July 29th at the Grand Wailea Resort.

An excursion to Lona Ridge was on August 13th.
We thank our hostess Leona Wilson for having our
members as guests to her private residence and
“farm” featuring indigenous native flora and fauna.

The BWA membership met on August 14th. Members watched a You Tube video on Japanese words
we say in Hawaii that don’t mean the same in Japan.

The Craft and Sewing Committee continues
to meet weekly, on Thursday mornings. The origami leis and happi coats are available for viewing on Thursdays and on Sundays.
The next scheduled Hosha day is September 1st , 2022, the first Thursday in September,
at 8:00 a.m. Thank you to our dedicated BWA
members in helping with Hosha.
The BWA 2022 Autumn Craft and Food Fair
Committee continues its work in preparing for
the craft fair scheduled for Saturday, October 22,
2022. The craft fair will be held from 8:00 a.m.
to 12:00 noon, and will feature Maui and Oahu
vendors. As we have done so in the past, may we
humbly request your consideration for donation
of rice, spam and nori.
Happy Birthday to our members born in August: Brian Hashiro, Betsy Cardoza, Molly Imoto, Mae Taketa and Jane Shinoda.
Our condolences to the family of the late Mae
Taketa. Mrs. Taketa was a member of the BWA
for many years.
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RECREATIONAL GROUPS

Buddha Reads: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee

Danny Topp

The Buddha Reads Book Club met on Sunday, June
26th to discuss the book “Pachinko.” The book was
well received by all of the attendees. The story centers
around Sunja and her family from the early 1900s to the
1980s. Sunja falls for a wealthy stranger at the seashore
near her home in Korea. He promises her the world,
but when she discovers she is pregnant — and that her
lover is married — she refuses to be bought. Instead,
she accepts an offer of marriage from a gentle minister
passing through on his way to Japan. The story encompasses four generations of Koreans living in Japan and
the discrimination that they have to endure while supporting each other and prospering. The book club originally planned on reading the book over two months, but
it was so good and pulled people into the story that we
decided to read the book in one month instead.
Joan said, "Pachinko is a book that is timely given
the racial issues facing people of color today, but very
different in the type of discrimination the many Korean characters face in the story as they are oppressed
by other Asians as well. Min Jin Lee writes the story
to get the ‘facts’ straight and it certainly sheds light on the inhumane treatment both physically and emotionally
experienced by Koreans living in Japan.” Gary liked the book a lot and added, "I knew running pachinko parlors
was one of the few businesses open to Koreans and was considered seedy and disreputable, but I never understood
the depth of cruelty and exploitation by Japanese toward Koreans until reading this book. Another thing that was
clear was that, although the poverty and oppression of living in colonial Korea was brutal for Koreans, it was
much worse for Korean women. This can’t be completely blamed on the Japanese; Korean culture was extremely
male-dominated and patriarchal.”
There is a series on the Apple TV+ streaming service. Bob was able to watch it before we met and said that it was
Ok but not as good as the book. The series also deviates from the book so he could not make a solid recommendation.
The Buddha Reads Book Club is taking the summer off. We will start back up in mid-September when ballots will be
sent out to select the next book. Once we select our new book, we will start reading in October and have our discussions
at the end of the month. We may switch it to an evening discussion but that can also be part of our ballot in September.
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Wailuku Hongwanji to Host Medicaid EligibilityMichael
Session
Munekiyo

Wailuku Hongwanji will host an informational session on Medicare Eligibility for Nursing Home Care. Scheduled
for Saturday, September 24 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, in the Temple’s Social Hall, the session will be led by Scott
J. Gardner, President of Scott Gardner & Co., LLC. Mr. Gardner, a Medicaid financial consultant, helps individuals and
families negotiate through the complex Medicaid application process from beginning to approval. This session will
provide information and clarity on current requirements for Medicaid eligibility for nursing home care, including topics
covering: levels of care; income/asset limits; how to spend down; Medicaid lien; asset transfer/gifting penalties; and
5-year look back. Members of other Maui Hongwanji District temples are also invited to this session.
To register, please contact Kay Fukumoto at email address hawaiikay@gmail.com, or by calling our Temple office
at (808) 244-0406. To facilitate planning for the session, an early registration deadline for Wailuku Hongwanji members
of September 1st has been set. Enrollment will then be open to other Maui District Temples. The session size is limited
to 50 persons so early registration is encouraged. As with all gathering events, wearing of masks is encouraged.
Namo Amida Butsu - With Gratitude and Kindness Beyond Words
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September Hoji Memorial Services
1st YEAR MEMORIAL - 2021
DAY NAME
03
Susumu Taketa (SEN SHO)
16
Narue Hanada (JO SHO)
24
Nhan Tran Sugiki (YUI GAN)

17th YEAR MEMORIAL - 2006
DAY NAME
24
Shoji Takayama (SHO DO)
33rd YEAR MEMORIAL - 1990

3rd YEAR MEMORIAL - 2020
DAY NAME
01
Sadae Uyeno (TEI JUN)
04
Sheila Yukie Kimura (YUI MYO)
04
Mae Michie Omuro (MYO KE)
24
Mitsue Umetsu (JO GYO)
25
Dorothy Ayako Tengan (ZEN CHI)
27
Lowell Tadami Uchida (CHU NEN)
13th YEAR MEMORIAL - 2010
DAY NAME
01
Herbert Koichi Ito (JO KO)
12
Yukino Matsumoto (KO NEN)
22
Shigeo Ogawa (KYO DO)
25
Yoshio Kenneth Shibano (RYO SHO)
30
Akira Robert Oura (MYO RAKU)
25th YEAR MEMORIAL - 1998
DAY NAME
18
Katsumi Ushiro (JYO SHO)
50th YEAR MEMORIAL - 19

DAY NAME

DAY NAME

08

11
18
20

7th YEAR MEMORIAL - 2016
DAY NAME
10
Sherri Mariye Nanilei Lau (SHIN SHO)
23
Milton Satoru Sugiki (KAKU SHO)
24
Toshio Takamiya (RI SHO)

16

Yonetaro Ageno (SHO ZEN)
Shizue Kitagawa
Terukichi Matsui (SHO DO)

Gochi Matsui (KYO GO)
Isami Nishida (YU JUN)
Takaji Fujimoto (TAI JUN)

Our Deepest Sympathies
		

Namo Amida Butsu

Tetsuo Matsui (GAN NEN – Reciting Buddha’s Great Vows), age
90, of California, passed away on June 6, 2022.
Tom Tomeo Hiranaga ((KYO SHIN – Truly Respect the Faith),
age 94, of Kahului, passed away on June 29, 2022.
Wayne Katsuyuki Nishida (SHIN SHIN IN SHAKU JO SHO – One
Who Realized The Diamond-Like True mind – Always Rejoice In
The Nembutsu), age 73, of Pukalani, passed away on July 12, 2022
SPECIAL APPRECIATION

Thank You for Your Kindness
Anonymous – Altar flowers, Assorted snacks & fruits, Fabrics, Craft Items

Richard & Amy Blue - Luuwai Parking Lot Yard Maintenance
Jeral & Karlynn Fukuda - Altar flowers
Alvin & Martha Fukunaga - Altar flowers
Glen Higa - Nokotsudo AC installation and miscellaneous repairs
Haokea Kekahuna-Tomita - Recycle Redemption
Calvin & Teri Kaneda - Altar flowers

Sharon Higa

Reiko Kondo - Miscellaneous items
Jonathan Lau - Household and craft items
Stuart Mountcastle - Miscellaneous repairs
Mike Nishimoto - Luuwai Parking Lot Yard Maintenance
REMCO (Dean Watanabe) – Kitchen Refrigeration Repair
Ed Tengan - Household and craft items
Sara Jean Tokunaga – Household & craft Items
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Help Wanted: Part-Time
Director of Administration

FRIEND OF THE DHARMA
Michael Munekiyo

Publishing Staff

Wailuku Hongwanji is seeking a Director of Administration to work in Submission Deadline is the 15th of
the Temple office on a part-time basis. The Director of Administration will the month, prior to the publication date.
be responsible for managing the daily operations of Wailuku Hongwanji Submit to robynmgarner@gmail.com
Mission, including providing administrative support to the Wailuku HongSTAFF
wanji Preschool and Japanese Language School. This position involves up
Robyn Garner
to 20 hours per week with flexible scheduling of in-office time. Portions of Editors
Rev. Shinkai Murakami
work may also be performed remotely from home. Key duties and responFrank Hamasaki
sibilities include, but are not limited to:
Joan Tamori
• Supervision of Temple office staff
Michael Munekiyo
• Coordination with and support of Resident Minister to enable his/
Sharon Higa
her effective role as the Temple’s spiritual leader
Celeste Rabang
• Coordination with Temple vendors/contractors to address repair and
Gary Murai
maintenance needs
• Coordination with Temple Administrative Officer to support ac- Publishers
HELP WANTED
counts payable, accounts receivable and related financial processes
• Coordination with other Maui District Temples and the Honpa Website &
HELP WANTED &
Donna Ikeuchi
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii to provide support for Maui District Facebook
and Statewide events
CONTRIBUTING REPORTERS
• Preparation of correspondences and communications (e.g., news reAcknowlPamela Miyagawa
leases) pertinent to Temple events and operations
edgments
• Provision of support to the Board of Directors and its various comBWA
Gwen Hiraga
mittees in planning and implementing Temple activities and events
The preferred candidate should have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited Boy Scouts Celeste Rabang
institution of higher education, with 5-years of related experience. Interested inBuddha Reads Danny Topp
dividuals may submit a Letter of Interest accompanied by a resume to:

		

Wailuku Hongwanji Executive Committee
1828 Vineyard Street
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
OR VIA EMAIL TO:
Sharon@wailukuhongwanji.org

Now Hiring for Teacher
Hours: M-F 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Interested persons, please contact Wailuku Hongwanji Preschool
at (808) 244-9545 or email us at
whpreschool808@gmail.com.
Your day will include:
Planning and implementing a center
based curriculum, properly supervising children, ensuring the classroom
is clean and safe, communicate with
parents, and inspire children to be
forever curious.
Required:
• AS Degree in ECE/ CDA
• 6-12 months classroom experience
working with ages 3-5 year-olds
• Ability to work creatively & flexibly
• Infant/child CPR & First Aid Certified

Rev. Murakami cleaning the entire altar and
congregation carpet.
Look’n good, Sensei!

Calendar
Choir
Cub Scouts
Dharma
School
Dharma
Strummers
Gakuen
Girl Scouts
Jr. YBA
Judo Club
Karate

Sharon Higa
Joan Tamori
Pamela Miyagawa
Sandra Hirata
Joan Tamori
Danny Topp

Kendo

TBD

Preschool

Jody Vinoray

Sympathy

Sharon Higa

Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Courtney Morihiro
Donna Ikeuchi
Ronald Hiyakumoto
TBD

The Friend of the Dharma is
published monthly. The opinions
written by individual contributors
are their own and do not necessarily
reflect those of the Wailuku
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September/October 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

4

11
8:00am Autumn
Ohigan Service

Labor Day
(Off. Closed)

5

12

Social Hall
Rental

6

7

13

14

9:15am BWA Mtg

2

3

8

9

10

15
Newsletter Art.
Due

16

17

Ukulele Troop
Meeting

Ukulele Troop
Meeting

Lay Convention via Zoom

18
19
20
21
22
7:30am A Cup of Ukulele Troop Pack Meeting
Peace Day
Ukulele Troop
Cold Water
Meeting
Hawaii
Meeting
8:00am Peace
Day Service

Saturday

1

8:00am Hosha Day
8:00am Sunday
Service

Friday

23

5:00pm
Kyodan Board
Mtg

24

10:00am
- 12:00pm
Medicare
Session

Newsletter Printing, Collating, & Mailing
25
8:00am Sunday
Family Service

26

27
Pack Meeting

28

29
Ukulele Troop
Meeting

30

1

2

3
Ukulele Troop
Meeting

4

5

6

7

8

13
Ukulele Troop
Meeting

14

15
Newsletter Art.
Due

16
17
18
19
20
7:30am A Cup of Ukulele Troop Pack Meeting
5:00pm
Ukulele Troop
Cold Water
Meeting
Kyodan Board Meeting
Mtg
8:00am Sunday
BWA Craft Fair Prep
Service

21

8:00am Sunday
Service

8:00am Hosha Day
Ukulele Troop
Meeting

8:00am Sunday
Service

9

10
Columbus Day
- Office Open

11

12

9:15am BWA Mtg
BWA Craft &
Fair

22

Newsletter Printing, Collating, & Mailing
23
8:00am Sunday
Service

24

30
8:00am Sunday
Family Service

31

25
Pack Meeting

26

27
28
29
Ukulele Troop Social Hall
Troop/Pack
Meeting
Rental
Trunk or Treat

Namo Amida Butsu - With Gratitude and Kindness Beyond Words

8

