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The temple
Early Preschool registration for 20182019 to begin Wednesday, November 1 office should receive the applications by Tuesday, October
31st but no later than Friday, November 3.
AILUKU HONGWANJI MEMBERS ARE INThis award, established by the family of the late Tadaichi
VITED to register their child early for Preschool
Fukunaga, recognizes a member’s outstanding dedication,
for the 2018-2019 school year. An applicant
services and contributions to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
MUST be a Wailuku Hongwanji Mission member at least 3
The awardee’s selection is based on criteria, with the fimonths prior to submitting an application. Members will begin
nal selection being made by the Fukunaga Dana Award
the registration process starting Wednesday, November 1,
Committee. The 2016 Dana Award recipient was Susumu
2017.
Taketa.
Preschool Director Karen Yoshida stated that a nonNo Japanese Language School on Nomember would have to wait to register their child until Monvember 10, 23 and 24
day, January 8, 2018, for the school’s Fall Term.
Primary qualification to enroll at the Preschool is that a
ARENTS OF STUDENTS ATTENDING
child must be 2 years, 8 months of age or older and under 5
THE Japanese Language School are reyears old. Parents must come to the school to register their
minded that there will be no school on the
children. No telephone reservations will be accepted.
following days:
Reverend Ai Hironaka to speak at EiFriday
November 10 Veterans’ Day
Thursday November 23 Thanksgiving
taikyo (Perpetual Memorial) Service
Friday
November 24 School Holiday
EVEREND AI HIRONAKA, RESIDENT MINISTER
Did you pay your 2017 gojikai (dues)?
of the Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple will be
the guest speaker at the Wailuku Hongwanji BuddIRECTOR OF FINANCE PAUL HIRANAhist Temple’s General Eitaikyo Service on Sunday, NovemGA would like to remind members that the
ber 19, beginning at 9:00 a.m.
year 2017 is coming to a close. Have you
Reverend Shinkai Murakami encourages members and
paid your 2017 gojikai (dues)? By paying your
friends to attend the Eitaikyo Service. He said that "Eitaikyo"
dues, you are saying I want to be a dues-paying
is defined as "perpetual memorial service." The word Eimember, and I support the Wailuku Hongwanji
taikyo actually means "perpetual sutra." Eitai means "perpeBuddhist Temple in its mission of serving its
tual" and Kyo means "sutra," or "teaching of Buddha.”
members and community. I believe and support
This service is to perpetuate the memories of our dewhat the temple is doing.
parted by means of dedicating the sutra-chanting to rememAs we begin to think about our 2017 tax obliber our debt to them, and remind ourselves of what is essengation, this might be a good time to send in your
tial to receive our spiritual strength during this life of labor
dues for 2018. Check with your accountant to dethrough listening to the Teaching of the Nembutsu. In partermine if you should pay your 2018 dues early.
ticular, we will honor those members whose names have
Please do so before the end of the year. Mahalo.
been placed in our temple’s Eitaikyo Register.
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Deadline to nominate Dana Award is
October 31

B

ECAUSE THE NOVEMBER ISSUE OF THE
“FRIEND of the Dharma” is mailed late in October,
members may still submit nomination papers to the
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Eitaikyo — Kansha — Gratitude
Namo Amida Butsu
During the month of November, we celebrate
Thanksgiving in the United States. This is a wonderful time for us to gather with our family members and friends and express our sincere gratitude and appreciation, not only for the food but
we reflect on our precious lives and everything we
received today as we transmit our values to the
next generation.
Being a minister, especially during holiday
seasons, I am asked to bless the food at family
gatherings. Sometimes, I go to three houses on
Thanksgiving Day. It is really nice to meet many
family members and friends at these gatherings
and share my thanksgiving with true gratitude. I
don't make long invocations but I make sure I express my true feeling of gratitude for the condition, values, and joy which we have through these
gatherings.
In Hawaii, most Jodo Shinshu temples observe the annual Eitaikyo Service. We sometime
call this Eitaikyo Service as "Sangha Memorial
Service" that pays respect to our temple members
and family who have passed on before us.
However, the true meaning of holding the Eitaikyo Service is for us to inherit the Dharma, the
teaching of Buddha in our daily lives and live our
lives with the great guidance of the Buddha
Dharma and pass it on from generation to generation.
I always appreciate the wonderful relationship
that is held between the minister and each member. I personally feel that the minister is always
nurtured by the temple members' great wisdom
and compassion.
As far as I am concerned, the Wailuku Hongwanji temple is one of busiest temples in the State
of Hawaii. This temple sponsors many activities,
meetings, and special occasions. The members
are always calling me to check up on me if I was
coughing at the services, share the fresh vegetables and fruits harvested from their garden, asking me to help with naming their grandchildren's
Japanese names and Kanji characters, having
blessings for their new born babies, going to high
school games, and so on.

Through these wonderful relationships, we are
able to create the feeling of trust and support and
create a wonderful friendship. I firmly feel that
these kinds of friendship are truly treasured and is
a great value in my life. These values, we are not
able to see through our eyes but if one received
these kindnesses, sincere words, great friendship
and support, people will never forget it. It will remain in our hearts and minds.
Several years ago our Hongwanji's slogan
said "Nurture today, Hongwanji's Tomorrow." I
think this is a great slogan and we are all able to
share our values, gratitude, and sincere heart to
next generations through the experiences and the
great guidance of the life of Nembutsu.
Anrakushu — The passage on the Land of
Happiness states as followes; "Those who have
been born first guide those who come later, and
those who are born later join those who were born
before." I interpret this as followes; "Those who
have been born first guide those who come later,
and those who are born later follow the great
guidance, joy, and happiness."
When we participate in this Eitaikyo service
and listen to the Buddha Dharma, we may not
realize it, but the Nembutsu flows out from our
mouth. Yes, observing the Eitaikyo service and
listening to the Buddha Dharma reminds each
one of us that through this special service, we are
all able to feel the warm feeling of gratitude in our
hearts. I firmly believe that we are realizing Buddha's infinite wisdom and compassion as we embrace all Nembutsu followers in our daily lives.
Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu, Namo
Amida Butsu

Friend of the Dharma
Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
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Itsuyo Kusuda ..................................................................................Richard Ouchi
Mae Omuro ........................................................................................Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts.........................................................................Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts ................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ......................................................................... Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club..........................................................................Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ................................................................................Mrs. Karen Yoshida
STEM Scouting...................................................................Mrs. Courtnie Morihiro
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Chow Fun Committee thanks members and organizations

Manpower Chair expresses appreciation

HE CHOW FUN COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO
thank Aldon Mochida, Paul Gushiken, and Eric
Ikeuchi for their leadership in the chow fun project.
The Committee would like to thank members of the Wailuku
Hongwanji Mission, members of the affiliated organizations
and supporters for their help at our Chow Fun concession.
The Committee would like to recognize the following individuals for their commitment to making this project a success.
Finance and Security.....................................Sandy Matsuda
Manpower .........................................................Faith Tengan
Cooking Booth/Permits................................... Aldon Mochida
Procurement.................................................... Richard Ouchi
Transportation ................................................ Paul Gushiken
Onion, Moyashi, & Pork Hash Packing..............Janet Kubota
Pork Hash & Bacon Bits Cooking................. Edward Tengan
Presale Tickets........................ Sandy Matsuda, Sharon Higa
A special thank you goes to the leaders, teachers, parents, and friends of the following organizations for their
strong support:
Boy Scouts, Troop 40........................... Cub Scouts, Pack 40
Dharma School.......................... Japanese Language School
Judo Club ............................................................ Kendo Club
Buddhist Women’s Association ..............................Preschool
The Committee would like to express a big thank you to
the Boy Scouts parents for cleaning the woks and utensils
nightly and for assisting in the construction of the chow fun
cooking booth.
The Committee would like to thank Isamu Iwaishi, Fred
Toyama, Frank Hamasaki, Leonard Tomita, Aldon Mochida,
Wesley Wong, Jr., and Pro-Bilt workers for help with the setting up and dismantling of the chow fun booth. Finally, the
Committee would like to thank the temple members for supporting this project.

ANPOWER CHAIR FAITH TENGAN EXPRESSED
her appreciation to everyone. She stated, “Please
accept my humble ‘thank you’ and deep appreciation
to the all the volunteers who worked tirelessly to make our
chow fun fundraiser possible. Thank you to the affiliate
groups, especially to the Buddhist Women’s Association
and Boy Scouts. Mahalo to the dedicated core of people
who worked together yearly to ensure the success of this
project.
She continued, “It was heartwarming to see the camaraderie and cooperation displayed. The spirit of "The Golden Chain of Love" resonated as everyone came together
to help support Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple in this
major fundraiser.”
May every link in Amida Buddha's Golden Chain of
Love become bright and strong, and may we all attain perfect peace. Let's all continue to shine on! In Gassho.

T



Mochi sale set for Thursday, December 28

W

AILUKU HONGWANJI
Buddhist Temple members will be producing
delicious, hand-made mochi to
members and the community for
the holiday season on Thursday, December 28,
from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m.
In order to prepare enough mochi, the Mochi
Committee needs members to submit their orders
on the order form below. Please bring or send
order form to the temple office. Deadline for
submitting mochi order is Friday, December
22.

WAILUKU HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Mochi Order Form

NAME:__________________________________________TELEPHONE:______________________
PRINT NAME

CELL PHONE OKAY

1. 10 – Plain Komochi .............................. _______ x $6.00 = ___________
2. 8 – An Mochi ........................................ _______ x $6.00 = ___________
3. Small Okazari Set (bottom 2” top 1”) ........ _______ x $2.50 = ___________
4. Large Okazari Set (bottom 4” top 2”) ........ _______ x $5.00 = ___________
TOTAL..................................................................................... $___________
Please make check payable to: Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
Pick up date and time is Wednesday, December 28, from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Affiliate organizations

BWA Memorial Service set for December 10

Buddhist Women’s News

HE ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DECEASED BWA members will be held on Sunday,
December 10, beginning at 8 a.m. Tamara Manley
and Sharon Higa are in charge of the service.
Deceased members are:
Shizue Ageno............................................ November 6, 2016
Chiyoko Nakamura ................................. December 17, 2016
Mabel Matsushita...........................................March 16, 2017
Jessie Murakami............................................March 24, 2017
Toshiko Hirose...................................................June 5, 2017
Hatsumi Osajima................................................June 7, 2017
If you have recollections or stories of their lives, please
write it down and give it to Sharon. She would be most happy to share your recollections or stories.
Members of Group C will be in charge of refreshments.
Group C members are Lilian Satoshige, Grace Hamasaki,
Jane Shinoda,Toshiko Sugiki, Machiko Moriyasu, Aileen Unemori, and Norma Jean Tamashiro.

Janet Kubota, Reporter

BWA to meet on November 5

T

HE NEXT MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BUDDHIST
Women’s Association is scheduled for Sunday, November 5, following Sunday Service. On the agenda
will be an evaluation of the Autumn Craft & Food Fair and
the BWA Memorial Service in December.

MUBWA Fall General Assembly set
for November 4 at Makawao Hongwanji

T

HE MAUI UNITED BUDDHIST WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION Fall General Assembly will
be held on Saturday, November 4, from 8:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Makawao Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. The education program will highlight
fellowship and cultural exchange with Muslim
women. The guest speaker will be Emna Makaud, a Muslim scholar whose presentation will
focus on the essential teachings and history of
Islam. Also on the agenda is a panel of Muslim
women who will share their culture and stories.
The program will end with a cultural exchange of
food, song, and dance.
Bus transportation will be available, and a $2
donation will be collected at boarding. Participants will be notified of the bus departure time
when it becomes available.

Group B members to prepare refreshments for Eitaikyo Service on
November 19



EMBERS OF GROUP B ARE REMINDED THAT
they are in charge of refreshments for the Eitaikyo
Service, which will be held on Sunday, November
19. Group B members are Margaret Honda, Minae Murakami, Florence Tanaka, Faith Tengan, Janet Inamasu, Janet
Kubota, and June Toma-Rose.

BWA welcomes new member Elaine
Akashi

M

EMBERS OF THE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION extend a warm welcome to Elaine Akashi who joined our Dharma Ohana in September.
Elaine resides in Wailuku and is a retired Kahului Elementary
School teacher. Her interests include sewing, gardening,
and technology.

T

Hosha for November and Decenber
November 2, 2017
November 16, 2017
November 19, 2017
December 7, 2017
December 11, 2017
December 17, 2017

Groups 2 and 4
Groups 1 and 6
Eitaikyo Service Refreshment (Group B)
Groups 3 and 5
Omigaki at 8:00 a.m.
General Clean-up

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Anna Fosbinder to MC Sunday Service
on November 5

A

NNA FOSBINDER WILL BE THE MISTRESS of Ceremonies at the Sunday
Service, which will be held on November 5,
beginning at 8 a.m. Donavan Ikeuchi will ring the
kansho bell and Kingston Komine will read the
aspiration. Louis Fosbinder and Sam Marie Quipotla will be the greeters and do the collection of
offerings. Mr. Dale Sugiki will be the organist.

Donavan Ikeuchi to MC Sunday Service on November 12



ONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MASTER of Ceremonies at the Sunday Service on November 12, beginning at 8 a.m.
Wayne Nishida will be the lay minister and guest
speaker. Tom Shuster will ring the kansho bell
and Takashi Lea will read the aspiration. Karsten
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Shishido, Takashi Lea, and Travler Godfrey will
welcome members and visitors to the service and
do the collection of offerings Mr. Dale Sugiki will
be the organist. Classes will be conducted for
Dharma School students following the service.

Tom Shuster to MC Eitaikyo Service
on November 19

T

OM SHUSTER WILL BE THE MASTER OF
Ceremonies at the Eitaikyo Service, which
will be held on November 19, beginning at 9
a.m. Reverend Ai Hironaka, Resident Minister at
the Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple will be
the guest speaker. Donna Ikeuchi will ring the
kansho bell and Logan Tamori will read the aspiration. Benjamin Komine and Kingston Komine
will welcome members and visitors to the service
and do the collection of offerings. Mr. Dale Sugiki
will be the organist.

Project Dana to be featured at the
Sunday Service hosted by adult members on November 26



ROJECT DANA WILL BE THE THEME OF
the Sunday Service on November 26, beginning at 8 a.m. Reverend Murakami will
be the guest speaker. Stanley Okamoto will ring
the kansho bell and an adult member will read the
aspiration. Greeting members and visitors will be
two adult members. Adult members will collect
the offerings. Ms. Florence Tanaka will be the
organist.

Temple seeks donations for benches

T

HE BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPROVED the purchase of 20 Lifetime
combination benches to replace the termite-eaten benches. A couple of members have
informed the board that several of the benches
are hazardous and should be discarded. Others
have been identified as hazardous. The new
benches may be used as a bench or may be
turned into a table as shown in the photos below.
When two benches are placed together, the
benches become full bench.

▲Shown above is a Lifetime
combination bench.

▲Shown above are two
benches placed together to
make a full bench.

To pay for the benches, the board would like
to solicit donations from members. The cost of
one bench is $200 which includes the bench, taxes, and shipping. Donations may be made in
memory of a deceased family member. Please
make check payable to: Wailuku Hongwanji Mission with a memo: bench

Bodhi Day Service to be held at Kepaniwai Heritage Park on December 3

T

HE
ANNUAL
BODHI DAY Service will be held at
Kepaniwai Heritage Park
on Sunday, December 3,
with service beginning at
8:30 a.m.
Dharma School students, parents and
members should note that the start time of the
service has been set for 8:30 a.m. Please invite your grandparents to attend the service.
Dharma school teachers will serve refreshments following the service.
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Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Troop 40 remains active



OY SCOUTS OF TROOP 40 have
kept themselves busy during the
past few months. They have supported the temple by volunteering
their time to support the chow fun project, removed invasive plants
from the Kaheawa Wind Farm, hiked on the Kapilau Trail to the
cross visible throughout the Wailuku-Kahului area. Several scouts
met with Judge Cardoza as part of earning their Law Merit Badge.
The Troop marched in the Maui Fair parade.
Scouts have their photo taken high above the Kaheawa Wind Farm
with the Kihei-Wailea area in the background.

Quinton, Jonathan, and Trent work at the Chow Fun booth at the Maui
Fair.

Scouts walk down to an area of invasive plants they will remove as part
of their community service at Kaheawa Wind Farm.

Scouts and their parents assist in the packing of the chow fun into
quart-size boxes.

Scoutmaster David Merchant and parent Michael Ban are assigned to
do the cooking of the chow fun noodles at the Maui Fair.

After hiking up the Kapilau Trail, scouts proudly have their photo taken
by the “Cross” The view was spectacular from the “Cross!”

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Quinton and Cody carry the flags and lead Troop 40 in the Maui Fair
parade.
Scouts visited the office of Judge Joseph Cardoza who spoke on the
judiciary system and helped the scouts earn their Law Merit Badge.

Scoutmaster David Merchant and Malia wave to the parade watchers
as Casyn looks on.

Scout D’Marco and Cub Scout Dominic join Assistant Scoutmaster
Celeste Rabang after the Maui Fair parade.

Boy Scouts from Troop 40 hold their banner, hold their Troop flag and the American flag high and are ready for the Maui Fair parade to begin.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Pack 40 participates at
Maui Fair



HE 95TH ANNUAL MAUI FAIR BEGAN with a parade on Thursday, October 5. The Cub
Scouts of Pack 40 marched from UH Maui College to the
parking lot at the War Memorial Stadium. The scouts and
their families had so much fun as they waved their way from
start to finish.
On Friday, the Cub Scout parents volunteered to cook
chow fun during the Maui Fair. Parents cooked and packed
the chow fun and made new friendships to last a whole year.

Members of the Wolves participating in the Maui Fair parade.

Scouts of Pack 40, along with their leaders and parents participate in
the Maui Fair parade.
Members of Webelos II at the Maui Fair parade.

Leaders and parents of Cub Scouts Pack 40 volunteered their time at
the Wailuku Hongwanji chow fun booth.
Members of Webelos I at the Maui Fair parade.

Members of the Bears at the Maui Fair parade.

Leaders and parents of the Cub Scouts are seen busy cooking chow
fun at the Maui Fair.
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Cub Scouts kick off a new year on August 16

T

HE SCOUTING NEW YEAR BROUGHT A FRESH
new Tiger Den, along with a brand new Lion Den.
Our first Pack meeting was held at the social hall on
August 16. The theme of the pack meeting was Knots and
Rockets. Our new Tiger and Lion dens, along with our returnee dens, all had a BLAST watching film canisters fly up in
the air and learning how to tie new knots.

Wolf Den members and Bear Scout Ian wait patiently for their rockets
to be made.

New Lions Landon, Sibling Baylor, and Lion Brodie wait patiently for
their rocket.

Cub scouts show they are enjoying practicing their newly learned knottyping skills at the first meeting of the pack.

Cub Scouts of Pack 40 begin their first meeting with the opening ceremony and the flag salute.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Temple activities

Sandy Matsuda, Toshiko Sugiki, Helen Ohigashi, Wayne Matsuda, and
Brian Hashiro chop the green onions for the chow fun project.

Irene Arakaki, Machiko Moriyasu, Barbara Parr, Michiko Sato, and
Nancy Shimoda were cheerful in cleaning the green onions.

Carrie Fukuoka and Joan Tamori packed the green onions for the chow
fun project.

Pat Tomita, Gail Hamai, Sandy Matsuda, and Lori Munekiyo packed
the chow fun into quart-size containers.

Ron Fukumoto, Kenneth Ogawa, and JP Freitas worked as a team
cooking the chow fun noodles.

Leslie Kono, Howard Nakasone, and Alan Murata show that cooking
chow fun is not all work; it is enjoying the fellowship while working.

Helen Ohigashi, Machiko Moriyasu, Lillian Satoshige, and Nancy Shimoda work as a team packing the cooked chow fun.

George Okamoto, Mae Omuro, Yoshiko Fujiwara, Toshiko Sugiki, and
Marie Wong seal the packed chow fun.
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Preschool News
Karen Yoshida, Reporter

October 6th was our first fundraiser for the preschool. Children and their families helped by getting pledges for this fundraiser. The obstacle course in the
playground challenged children with many gross motor skills. Running in our
bike path was most fun. Finn, Kolten, and Camille hop in the tires.

In the morning, as the children arrive, they have a choice of which center they would like to play in. Chance, Julianne, and Makena quietly sit
in our loft to read and share books.

Our next excursion was to visit the Kahului Fire Station during Fire
Prevention Week—October 9-13. The motto this year is “Every second
counts—plan two ways out.” The firefighters helped each child to shoot
water from the fire hose. Kameryn Rylee shot water as friends waited
their turn: Liam Reen, Cash, Ryan, Kenzie, and Luke. Kumu and
Finn’s Dad supervised the children.

“The wheels on the bus go round and round…” was sung by Xanna,
Kody, and Legend as the bus took us on our first excursion to Kepaniwai Heritage Park in Iao Valley.

Rylee and Heleonahe proudly hold their “ME DOLLS” which they created with their Mom and Dad for our “I AM Special” unit.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

- 11 -

Dis-n-Dat News
Editor’s Note: This the second part of two articles submitted by
Mike Nishimoto to assist greeters and members in explaining Jodo
Shinshu to spiritual seekers. The first part of the article was published in the October issue.

How Can We Explain Jodo Shinshu to
Spiritual Seekers?
Part II. The Primal Vow

In Part I, I discussed Shinran’s spiritual journey. In this
article, I will look at several elements of Amida Buddha’s 18th
Vow and review thoughts by several authors about reciting
the Name.
Who is Amida Buddha? In Shinran’s time, it may have
been easier to accept the literal description of Amida. By the
20th century most Shin Buddhists in America did not think of
Amida as a historical figure, but had many different views. In
a five point Likert scale survey (most true to least true), lay
members were asked several questions on what does Amida
Buddha mean to you. The majority of lay members chose
Amida as a symbol of wisdom and compassion as most true
(Tanaka 2004 p172). Others selected the traditional definition, personification of the cosmic life-giving force, personification of oneness (interdependence), coming together of all
the teachings, mental object and several more. Among ministers the survey asked how do you explain Amida to a person with little or no knowledge of Buddhism? Their top most
true choices were a symbol of wisdom and compassion or
personification of the cosmic life-giving force. Other answers
included an embodiment of wisdom and compassion, I do
not dwell on subject—I let them judge for themselves. There
are many more explanations of Amida, but Tanaka’s survey
illustrates the experiential nature of Jodo Shinshu.
Where is the Pure Land? The survey similarly asked
lay members what is the Pure Land? The most true choices
respondents chose were: it is not an actual place, but a state
equal to Nirvana and an expression of the purified Enlightened mind in this life. Other responses included the literal
description of the Pure Land, a place out there somewhere
where deceased persons are reborn, state of oneness with
Amida Buddha, place unknown, I don’t know, a reality
beyond the triple world system. In one of my Dharma
classes, the students either said I don’t know or it does not
exist. The survey asked Ministers how they explain the Pure
Land. They mainly had similar responses as most lay members. Other answers included the literal description, Pure
Land is here and now, Pure Land is a state of mind, I talk
about the various dimensions of spirituality, Pure Land is
Enlightenment itself.
What is Other Power? To me Other Power is the concept that makes Jodo Shinshu difficult to grasp. Tanaka
(1997 p198) indirectly seems to agree by describing self-

power as an ambiguous word. I think this is the subtle nature
of Jodo Shinshu. The Collected Works of Shinran (Vol II
p198) defines Other Power as the power of the Buddha’s
wisdom-compassion bringing all beings to Enlightenment
through the Primal Vow. Amida made the 18th Vow for those
of us with blind passions that would not be able to achieve
salvation through self practice
For those of us new to Shin Buddhism, we wonder does
that mean we rely on Other Power exclusively in our everyday lives? While attending a Dharma seminar within a year
after becoming a Buddhist, I asked the instructor how do you
rely on Other Power in your everyday life? His response was
I always rely on Other Power. This was confusing, but he
probably was a person of Shinjin. The Jodo Shinshu Handbook (p 40) says Other Power in Jodo Shinshu is not applied
to man’s means of livelihood. Other Power means the solemn way to Enlightenment for sentients who otherwise cannot be born into the Pure Land. Tanaka (1997 p198) says a
Shin Buddhist can engage in any Buddhist practice (even
meditation) as long as they don’t see that effort as a direct
cause of Enlightenment. Effort can be used to increase our
awareness of our imperfections and increase our gratitude to
family, friends, the community and the world. He calls this
“self-effort” rather than self-power. Shinran rejected effort for
our salvation, but never rejected effort to understand the
teachings. Unno (1998 p42) said self-power should not be
thought as negating self-reliance in everyday life. It is in the
area of religion that self-power becomes a problem.
The Jodo Shinshu Handbook (p8) says that through the
Primal Vow we become aware and ashamed that our lives
are motivated by selfish desires. Other Power has been misunderstood or used against this sect as far back as Shinran’s day. The most disruptive misunderstanding was the
thought that Amida’s Vow frees one from accepted standards of morality (Ueda and Hirota 1989 p40). Shinran states
in a letter to followers who misunderstood his teachings that
self-awareness arises from true entrusting, making willful
self-indulgence impossible. People seek to stop doing wrong
after entrusting themselves to the Vow (Ueda and Hirota
1989 p256).
If you think Amida is a symbol of wisdom and compassion this may still be confusing. How do you entrust yourself
to a symbol? In a discussion group, the minister offered that
Other Power can be viewed as all those who made you who
you are through direct or indirect influences in your life. To
me, it is the Buddhist teaching of interdependence. As a biologist, I also think it is like the principles of ecology. I am
influenced by my interrelationships with plants, animals (including humans) and the environment.
Nembutsu. The practice of reciting the Nembutsu
evolved as a practical alternative to meditation for ordinary
lay people (Bloom 2002 p250). It was designed by Amida for
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defiled beings of the “Last Dharma Age” (Mappo) when all
remains are the teachings no one can perform the practices
and attain Enlightenment. Shinran is quoted as saying the
Nembutsu is neither a religious practice nor a good act.
Since it is practiced without my calculation, it is “nonpractice.” Since it is nothing but Other Power, it is neither a
religious practice nor a good act (Unno 1977 p10). In his
2012 New Year’s greetings, Bishop Matsumoto said the
Nembutsu is a spontaneous expression of my gratitude for
being promised Buddhahood/Enlightenment by the Most
Compassionate Amida Buddha. Shinran said that genuine
reciting of the Name comes from true entrusting of Other
Power or Shinjin (Ueda and Hirota 1989 p149). Those who
sincerely entrust themselves to Amida spontaneously show
their gratitude to the compassion of the Buddha by reciting
the Nembutsu. This is what ministers may mean when they
say it is Amida calling us when we recite the Nembutsu.
However, I was confused when they also say let’s put our
hands in Gassho and repeat the Nembutsu. Kodani and
Hamada (1995 p 33) say the leader and response repetition
of the Nembutsu is an American invention created to encourage independent recitation of the Nembutsu. However, it
usually has resulted in a reluctance to say the Nembutsu
unless someone is there to lead in its recitation. Ministers
have offered many other suggestions to help followers to say
the Nembutsu when they can’t say it spontaneously.
A Perspective Learning Jodo Shinshu. We relate the
teachings through our personal experiences and styles rather than follow fixed beliefs set by the religion. I believe Jodo Shinshu teachings are subtle and that Shinran often flips
logical statements around to fit Shinshu teachings. Here is
an example in Tannisho where he is quoted as saying: “Even
the good person attains birth in the Buddha Land, how much
more so the evil person.” He flips a statement that we think
should read: “Even the evil person attains birth, how much
more so the good person.” Shinran explains that a good
person has a tendency to rely on himself (self power) rather
than Other Power, but an evil person has too many flaws. He
has no choice, but rely on the Primal Vow of Other Power.
Although Shinran explains his logic, sometimes we are so
hard-headed that subconsciously we have a mental block so
the teachings become more difficult to grasp. One year I
tried to train a volunteer to count cliff nesting seabirds, but he
couldn’t make accurate counts. It seems daunting to count
tightly sitting birds, but after five attempts or so most of us
get the technique down. It took all summer for Cameron. He
finally let go of his way of counting and “bought-in” to a protocol that took many years to develop. Cameron was a very
reliable and confident volunteer, but subconsciously he
probably thought his method was right even when his results
were inaccurate. Both the student and teacher can create
obstacles to learning. However, with little work we can get

around them. As we learn more about the Dharma, we enrich
our lives and those around us through greater selfawareness.
Just a Thought. To me the significance of Shinran’s
teaching is the awareness that we are humans with flaws.
Our imperfections are often described as blind passions because our egos block us from seeing our faults. Because we
are self-centered, Jodo Shinshu helps us with our selfawareness by teaching humility, interdependence, respectfulness, gratefulness, compassion and so on. As Shin Buddhists, we strive for these values in our personal lives and at
the temple we support a Dharma centered organization. To
seekers, we all represent our temple and Jodo Shinshu.
Even if we are not greeters, we make an impression on
seekers through our body language and other non-verbal
behavior. In these troubled times, our teachings help us to
step up to civility. It is not the time to quietly accept the trend
of disrespect and anger. It is the time to share the benefits of
our teachings by trying to do a little bit more through our verbal and non-verbal communications as well as our actions.
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Dr. Michael Cheang presented “A
Caring Presence” at Wailuku Hongwanji on September 22



R. MICHAEL CHEANG, A PROFESSOR AT THE
University of Hawaii, Manoa Campus, presented an
informative and enjoyable two-hour training program
to temple members, friends, and caregivers on active listening in the social hall on September 22. His visit was sponsored by Project Dana and was called “A Caring Presence.”
Sylvia Ishikawa, Project Dana site leader, coordinated
the event. Dr. Cheang’s goals were to present suggestions
that will allow participants to stay in the security and privacy
of their home while remaining as independent, comfortable
and stress-free as possible.
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Buddhism 101
How do I Become a Buddhist?
Buddhist teachings can be understood and tested by anyone. Buddhism teaches that the solutions to our problems
are within ourselves and not outside. The Buddha asked all
his followers not to take his word as true, but rather to test
the teachings for themselves. In this way, each person decides for themselves and takes responsibility for their own
actions and understanding. This makes Buddhism less of a
fixed package of beliefs which is to be accepted in its entirety, and more of a teaching which each person learns and
uses in their own way.
What are the four Noble Truths?
The first truth is that life is suffering i.e., life includes
pain, getting old, disease, and ultimately death. We also endure psychological suffering like loneliness, frustration, fear,
embarrassment, disappointment and anger. This is an irrefutable fact that cannot be denied. It is realistic rather than
pessimistic because pessimism is expecting things to be
bad. Instead, Buddhism explains how suffering can be
avoided and how we can be truly happy.
What is the second truth?
The second truth is that suffering is caused by craving
and aversion. We will suffer if we expect other people to conform to our expectation, if we want others to like us, if we do

not get something we want, etc. In other words, getting what
you want does not guarantee happiness. Rather than constantly struggling to get what you want, try to modify your
wanting. Wanting deprives us of contentment and happiness.
A lifetime of wanting and craving and especially the craving
to continue to exist, creates a powerful energy which causes
the individual to be born. So craving leads to physical suffering because it causes us to be reborn.
What is the third truth?
The third truth is that suffering can be overcome and
happiness can be attained; that true happiness and contentment are possible. lf we give up useless craving and
learn to live each day and not dwell in the past or imagine
the future, we can become happy and free. We then have
more time and energy to help others. This is Nirvana.
What is the fourth truth?
The fourth truth is that the Noble 8-fold Path is the path
which leads to the end of suffering.
What is the Eightfold Path?
The Noble Eightfold Path is being moral (through what
we say, do and our livelihood), focusing the mind on being
fully aware of our thoughts and actions, and developing wisdom by understanding the Four Noble Truths and by developing compassion for others.

Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
Membership Application
Please take the time to complete the following form and return it to temple’s office. The information is kept for temple use only. The
information is vital. It will be used to help us plan for future programs that are more tailored to our members. Adult children living in
the same home are considered as a separate family. Complete a separate form for each member of your household.

Name:

Spouse:

Birth Date:

Birth Date:

Address:
(Street Address or Post Office Box, City, State, ZIP CODE)

Mailing Address (If different from mailing address):
Home Phone:

Work Phone:

(If phone is unlisted, please specify)

Cell Phone:

E-mail Address:

I would like more information about
Wailuku Hongwanji
Buddhist Teaching
Affiliate Organizations
Temple Services
Children’s Dharma School
Choir
Preschool
Gakuen Program
As a member, I would like to volunteer for the following committees
Buddhist Women Assn.
Ground Maintenance
Newsletter
Religious Services
Dharma School
Hospitality
Properties
Scholarship
Fundraising
Membership
Religious Training
I want to receive the temple’s newsletter.
I want to be contacted by a member of your Membership Committee.
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A

acknowledgments

KYODAN
Bout, Ruth – In memory of Joyce Sumako Endo
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
Moore Family – In memory of Janet Setsuko Anthony &
Douglas Yamada
Nakashima, Helen – In memory of Edwin Isabuto “Jojo” Nakashima
NOKOTSUDO
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
Jorgensen, Ellen & Flemming – In memory of Sumi Nomura
Kusuda, Itsuyo – In memory of Kimberly Bal Sloper
Ohigashi, Helen – In memory of Kazuo Sugiki
Tanaka, Florence – In memory of Alma Hashi
OFUSE
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
Hashi, James & Takane – In memory of Alma Hashi
Hedani, Wayne & Kay – Home Blessing
Kanechika, Satsue – In memory of Masaji Ogawa & Kesaji
Ogawa
Kuwae, Stella – In memory of Kazuo Sugiki
Miyamoto, Richard – In memory of Harriette Miyamoto
Nakagawa, Alton & Carolyn – In memory of Thomas Fukumoto & Elsie Fukumoto
BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
Shinoda, Jane – Craft Fair Supplies
PROJECT DANA
Furomoto, Harry
Hamasaki, Grace
Tanaka, Florence
Yoda, Kiyoshi
SOCIAL HALL
BHS Class of 1961
Fukumoto, Ronald & Kay
Kanemoto, Darryl
OFFERTORY
Komine, Shane & Jodi
Wong, Jr., Wesley & Marie
PRESHOOL
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
JR. YBA
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
BOY SCOUTS
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
CUB SCOUTS
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki

DHARMA SCHOOL
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
GAKUEN
Hamasaki, Grace – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
DONATIONS (Wish List)
Ouchi, Richard & Patsy - 2 Large Tawashi
OHIGAN
Akashi, Elaine
Moriyasu, Machiko
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Ogata, Val & Liane
Beauchamp, Kawika & Krystal
Ohigashi, Helen
Fujii, Ethel
Omuro, Mae
Fujiwara, Yoshiko
Ouchi, Dennis
Furomoto, Lydia
Saito, Janet
Godfrey, Matthew & Lea
Sakagawa, Emiko & Kenneth
Hamasaki, Grace
Satoshige, Lillian
Hiranaga, Tom
Shimoda, Nancy
Hirata, Sandra K.
Sueda, Sharon & Michael
Honda, Kikuo & Peggy
Sugiki, Dale
Honda, Margaret
Sugiki, Toshiko
Hozaki, Carolyn
Sugiki, Shigemi
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Takemoto, Howard
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Tanaka, Florence
Izutsu, Amy
Toyama, Raymond & Betty
Kimura, Stella
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
Komine, Shane & Jodi
Yamagata, Tomiko
Kubota, Janet
Yokoyama, Elaine
Kuwae, Stella
SOCIAL CONCERNS
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Shimizu, Eri
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Shinoda, Jane
Kusuda, Itsuyo
Shishido, Katsue & Takeo
Miyamoto, Richard
Shoda, Yukimi
Ouchi, Dennis
Unemori, Aileen
Sato, Tommy & Jane
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann

Hoji Memorial Services (November)
Date

Name
rd

Nov. 2
Nov. 6
Nov. 23
Nov. 13
Nov. 20
Nov. 27
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 22

3 Year – 2015
Morioka, Eleanor Sueko (ON DO)
Fujimoto, Teruko Aileen (E SHO)
7th Year – 2011
Munekiyo, Shizue (JI SHO)
13th Year – 2005
Satoshige, Hatsuo (SHO NEN)
Yamaoka, Koichi (KO JO)
Oka, Nobuo (RYU NEN)
17th Year – 2001
Matsui, Kogimi (MYO KI)
Toyama, Suyetomo (JYO YU)
Sakotani, Kiiyoshi (SHO SHI)
Morisaki, Patsy (SHO FU)
Hayashi, Dorothy (JYUN SEI)
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