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Reverend Kerry Kiyohara to speak at
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Eitaikyo (Perpetual Memorial) Service on November 10



EVEREND KERRY KIYOHARA, Resident Minister at
Makawao
Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple, will be the guest
speaker at our Eitaikyo Service on
Sunday, November 10, beginning at
9:00 a.m.
Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Reverend Kiyohara
encourages members and friends to
attend the Eitaikyo Service. He said that "Eitaikyo" is
defined as "perpetual memorial service." The word Eitaikyo
actually means "perpetual sutra." Eitai means "perpetual"
and Kyo means "sutra," or "teaching of Buddha.”
This service is to perpetuate the memories of our departed by means of dedicating the sutra-chanting to remember our debt to them. It is to remind ourselves of what is
essential for us to receive our spiritual strength during this
life of travail by listening to the Teaching of the Nembutsu.
In particular, we will honor those names, which have been
placed in our temple’s Eitaikyo Register.
A donation to the Eitaikyo Fund is encouraged and this
fund will help preserve the memory of loved ones forever at
the temple. This fund is rigidly controlled and used for the

Did you pay your 2019 gojikai (dues)?

D

IRECTOR OF FINANCE PAUL HIRANAGA
reminds members that the year 2019 is coming to
a close. Have you paid your 2019 gojikai
(membership dues)? By paying your dues, you are saying I
want to be a dues-paying member, and I support the Wailuku
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple in serving its members and
community. I believe and support what the temple is doing.
As we begin to think about our 2019 tax obligation, this
might be a good time to send in your dues for 2019. Check
with your accountant to determine if you should pay your
2020 dues early. Please do so before the end of the year.
Mahalo.
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Eitaikyo — Great Remembrance
Namo Amida Butsu
During the month of November, Hongwanji temples observe
a special service called, "Eitaikyo." This special service is also
called Sangha Memorial Service here in Hawaii but at other nonHongwanji Buddhist temples, it is called, "Shi Do Kyo."
Eitaikyo has three Kanji letters. The Kanji for "Ei" means forever, the Kanji for "Tai" means generation and the Kanji for "Kyo"
means sutra. We do not have an Eitaikyo sutra. Instead the service allows us to pass on our guidance to the next generation with
a sincere mind of appreciation and gratitude.
The term Eitaikyo is an abbreviated version of Ei-Tai-Dokkyo.
Rev. Tatsuo Unno interpreted this term as, "Chanting Sutras for
Generations as an Act for the Benefits Received from Our Ancestors."
I firmly believe that an Eitaikyo Service is an excellent time
for all of us to remember our loved ones who have passed away.
Some of you have lost your grandparents, parents, children, and
grandchildren, and their memories still exist in your hearts.
Whenever I officiate a Memorial Service, I always explain to
the family that the Memorial Service is a time for us to express
our sincere gratitude and appreciation for what we have from
people who were part of our lives; especially our parents and
grandparents who were always supporting us in many ways.
Through the memorial service, we are able to listen to the teachings of the Buddha. Our loved ones brought you here to listen to
the Buddha Dharma and rely upon the Dharma as your spiritual
guide.
When I came to Hawaii on December 1, 1985, the plantation
population was already decreasing because many of the plantations started closing, and the young families did not see their future as working on a plantation. They moved to larger cities or to
the mainland to better their lives.
One Sunday afternoon, I officiated a memorial service at Kapaa Hongwanji. Even though it was 34 years ago, I clearly recall
this family because it was a very unique situation I encountered.
This family brought quite a few "ihai" along with their old Butsudan (family altar). Ihai is a wooden tablet that had the deceased
Buddhist’s name written on it. In those days, Hongwanji used ihai
in their services.
The family asked, "Sensei, can you please have a memorial
service for all of our family together with this Butsudan?" The
Butsudan was very old but was kept very clean, so I replied, "No
problem, but why with the Butsudan?" Usually, in those days
whenever we have memorial services, the family would just bring
ihai for the services. Having the service with their Butsudan (family altar) was kind of unusual. The family responded, "Sensei, our
grandparents and parents were very strong temple members and
always put the temple first. They volunteered at many of the temple functions. We go to the Butsudan every night before dinner to
pay respects to our ancestors. This Butsudan was brought here
by our grandfather when he came from Japan and we have used

this Butsudan for so many years. Whenever we have church services at my house, people gather together with the minister from
Kapaa Hongwanji and enjoy the chanting of the sutra. Unfortunately, we don't have those gatherings anymore as we are moving to the mainland for our jobs next month. This service will be
our sincere farewell and arigatou to all of our family members and
Butsudan as our spiritual support." During the chanting of sutra, I
was able to see their faces and most of them had their eyes
closed. I could sense that they were deeply listening to the Sutra.
After the service, one of the family members said, "Sensei, it
was so nice for all of us to get together and have this special
memorial service. We all remembered our grandparents and parents. We all grew up on the Kilauea Plantation and we were very
poor but our parents and grandparents were always giving from
their hearts." I saw tears from one of the family members, and I
felt that the Butsudan was truly the center of their spiritual guidance, and it gave them courage and hope while they were growing up.
Another family member came up to me and said, "Sensei,
even though we are moving to the mainland, we will keep touch
with you and have another service because through today's service, we were able to recall our wonderful childhood and what we
chanted at the church services at Kilauea Hongwanji together
with our grandparents, parents and other temple members. So, if
you don't mind, please keep this Butsudan until our next visit."
The following year in September, I received a phone call
from this family and learned that they will be visiting Kauai in November and would like to have another service together with their
Butsudan. We held the special service for this family with their
Butsudan.
Shinran Shonin adopted a great passage from Doshaku
Zenshi (Tao-Cho of China, one of Shinran Shonin's seven masters) and it read, "People who were born before, guide people
who were born after, and people who were born after followed the
great footsteps of people who were born before." This family
member truly received guidance and sincere joy of happiness
through their parents and grandparents' wonderful acts and along
with their dedication and great guidance of the Nembutsu; it has
nurtured their precious life with true mind of gratitude.
At this year’s Eitaikyo Service, may we all participate at the
service with a sincere mind of gratitude and express our joy of
spiritual happiness through the chanting of sutra and reciting
Buddha's Holy name. Namo Amida Butsu
Friend of the Dharma
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Social Concerns Fund Drive set for
November

Chow Fun Committee thanks members and organizations

EAN SAKAMOTO AND REVEREND BLAYNE HIGA,
Co-Chairpersons of the Committee on Social Concerns, remind members that we celebrate gratitude
in the month of November, along with the Thanksgiving holiday and the Eitaikyo observance. We are reminded of the
countless blessings in our lives and how we live deeply connected to the world around us. It is in this spirit of gratitude
that we continue our Annual Social Concerns Fund Drive.
The fund drive will be through August 2020, and we request
temples to submit their collected donations.
Through the generous contributions of Sangha members, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is able to support worthy organizations and programs with funding to continue their work in our community. Your support also allows
us to provide compassionate action during times of disaster
and the ability to respond to social issues affecting our community.
Because of your commitment to promoting the Buddhist
values of compassion and loving kindness, we are able to
lend our support to such organizations as the Hawaii Community Foundation, Project Dana, Mana Olana Shelter,
Family Promise Hawaii, Hawaii People’s Fund, A Cup of
Cold Water, Hawaii, and various food banks on each island.
The Golden Chain Grant program was established to
promote compassionate action through innovative community service projects. Your generosity directly helps those in
need and promotes a more humane world.
Envelopes (in this issue of our newsletter) have been
provided to our members. Please make all checks payable
to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission. The suggested donation is
the cost of just one meal per person. Any donation you are
able to give will make a difference in the lives of others. Your
help is needed to continue our mission of sharing the Dharma through compassionate action. Mahalo!
Your kokua is greatly appreciated. Please encourage
your members to continue supporting the Annual Social
Concerns Fund Drive. Mahalo!

HE CHOW FUN COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO thank
Aldon Mochida for his leadership in the chow fun
project. The Committee would like to thank members
of the Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple and members of the
affiliated organizations and supporters who helped at our Chow
Fun booth at the Maui Fair. The committee would like to
recognize the following individuals for their commitment to
making this project a success.
Finance..............................................................Sandy Matsuda
Manpower........................... Susan Gushiken and Faith Tengan
Construction—Setup, Permits, Breakdown.........Aldon Mochida
Procurement ......................Frank Hamasaki and Richard Ouchi
Green Onions and Bacon Bits .............................. Janet Kubota
Bacon Bits Cooking .................... Paul Gushiken, Fred Toyama
and Eric Ikeuchi
Security..............................................................Sandy Matsuda
Presale Tickets ..................................................Sandy Matsuda
Transportation ............................... Danny Topp, Brian Hashiro,
and Tamara Manley
Health Certificate Holders................ Eric Ikeuchi, Janet Kubota,
Paul Gushiken, and Aldon Mochida
The Committee would like to express a big thank you to the
Boy Scouts, leaders, and parents for assisting in the construction and breakdown of the chow fun cooking booth, the individuals (scout parents, Fred Toyama, Cathy Ikeuchi, George
Okamoto) who cleaned the utensils and woks nightly, and especially to Faith Tengan for coordinating this activity.
The Committee would like to thank Royal Hawaiian Movers and their employees for transporting from Young Brothers
to the reefer at the Maui Fair and unloading the 344 cases (over
4 tons) of noodles. An extra thank you to manager Jerry DelaCruz for coordinating this assignment.
The Committee would like to thank Matson Navigation for
providing the reefer to store our green onions, noodles, bean
sprouts, and bacon bits. A special thank you to Tri Isle Trucking for transporting the reefer to the temple grounds, and for
transporting the chow fun cooking booth to the fairground and
back to the temple. Thank you to Seki Machine Works for
helping with the storage of the cooking shed and Pro-Bilt Maui
for providing their workers to assist with the construction and
breakdown of the booth.
The Committee would like to thank Aloha Shoyu for its
shoyu donation, and Valley Isle Produce for accommodating
our request to refrigerate our unused products.
Thank you to the signup coordinators of the following
organizations for their strong support:
Boy Scouts, Troop 40........................... Cub Scouts, Pack 40
Judo & Kendo Clubs ................ Japanese Language School
Buddhist Women Association............................... Preschool
Girls Scouts, Troop 24
Finally, the Committee would like to thank the temple
members for supporting this project.



No Japanese Language School on November 11, 28 and 29

J

APANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL COORDINATOR,
Rev. Shinkai Murakami, would like to remind parents
that there will be no Gakuen classes on the following
days during the months of November and December
Monday
November 11
Veterans’ Day Holiday
Thursday
November 28
Thanksgiving Day
Friday
November 29
School Holiday
Monday -December 23 -Winter Break
Monday
January 7, 2020
Monday
January 21
Martin Luther King Day

T
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Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

Fall General Assembly set for November 2 at Wailuku Hongwanji

T

HE MAUI UNITED BUDDHIST WOMEN’S
Association Fall General Assembly will be
held at Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on Saturday, November 2, from 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m.
There will be an opening Memorial Service followed by the business meeting and installation of
2020 MUBWA officers and board of directors. Also, on the program will be membership and education sessions and a healthy lunch.
Although the deadline to sign up for the Assembly has passed, please call President Janet
Kubota if you plan to attend.

BWA to hold Autumn Craft & Food
Fair on Saturday, November 9

T

HE ANNUAL BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION Autumn Craft and Food Fair will be
held on Saturday, November 9 from 7:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on the Wailuku Hongwanji
temple grounds.
Crafts made by the Buddhist Women's Association and local vendors will be available for sale.
Commercial vendors from Oahu will also sell their
goodies. Chair Gwen Hiraga encourages shoppers to get an early start on their holiday shopping.
For your food items, Spam musubi, assorted
baked goods, nishime, sekihan, chow fun, pickled
vegetables and bentos will be available for purchase.
Plants and bedding plants will be sold at the
Waihee end of the social hall.
The BWA helps to provide assistance to the
temple. Thank you for your support.

BWA to meet on Sunday, November
17



HE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BWA IS
scheduled for Sunday, November 17, following Sunday Service. On the agenda will be
the Autumn Craft Fair (evaluation), BWA Memorial Service, and Bodhi Day visitation to a senior
facility in December.

Phyllis Sato joins the BWA

P

HYLLIS SATO IS THE NEWEST MEMBER
of BWA. She and husband Paul Kastner
reside in Wailuku. Her grandparents, Yuichi and Ima Hanada, were strong temple members who are interred at our temple’s columbarium, along with other family members. Phyllis
lists her interests as traveling, coloring books, and
exercising at the YMCA. Welcome, Phyllis!

BWA to hold Memorial Service on December 1

B

UDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION members will hold their annual Memorial Service
on Sunday, December 1, beginning at 8:00
a.m. for members who have passed away during
the past year.
Coordinators Sharon Higa and Sandy Hirata
encourage members to attend this special service. They would also like to invite family members and friends to attend. Tamara Manley will be
the Mistress of Ceremonies for the service.
Shown below are members who have passed
away in the 2018-2019 year.
Yoshiko Ushiro ...................... December 30, 2018
Winifred Nagoshi ............................ June 12, 2019
Kazue Mabe ..................................August 9, 2019
Emiko Sakagawa.........................August 19, 2019
Members of Group C will be in charge of refreshments. Group C Members are Lillian Satoshige, Grace Hamasaki, Jane Shinoda, Toshiko
Sugiki, Machiko Moriyasu, Aileen Unemori, and
Michiko Sato.

BWA HOSHA DAY ASSIGNMENTS
November 7, 2019

Groups 1 and 6

Eitaikyo Refreshment 11/10

Group B

Margaret Honda, Minae Murakami, Florence Tanaka, Faith Tengan,
Janet Inamasu, Janet Kubota, June Toma-Rose, Nancy Shimoda

November 20, 2019

ACCW – Team #5

November 21, 2019

Groups 3 and 5

December 5, 2019

Groups 2 and 4

BWA Memorial Service 12/1

Group C

December 15, 2019

General Cleanup

December 16, 2019

Omigaki

December 18, 2019

ACCW – Team #6

December 19, 2019

NO HOSHA
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Chairman Munekiyo expresses his appreciation to BWA

sho bell, read the aspiration, greet members and
visitors, and do the collection of the offering.

YODAN BOARD CHAIR MICHAEL
Munekiyo would like to express his
gratitude to members of the Buddhist Women’s Association who assisted in the
preparation of the green onions and bacon bits
that was used for the chow fun project at the Maui
Fair. He said, “Your continued support of this
project is appreciated. It’s not just the preparing
of the onions, it’s the numerous other tasks that
you do. The Board would like to thank you for
your dedication and commitment to the Sangha.
Your kokua is appreciated. Mahalo! Arigato!”

Kamauoha Tomita to MC Sunday
Service on November 24

Dharma School News

HARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE reminded that the Buddhist Women’s Association will hold their Memorial Service
on Sunday, December 1. Students are encouraged to attend the Memorial Service.

K

Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Donavan Ikeuchi to MC Sunday Service on November 3

D

ONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MASTER of Ceremonies at the Sunday Service
on November 3, beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Kamauoha Tomita will ring the kansho bell and
Louis Fosbinder will read the aspiration. Logan
Tamori, Benjamin Komine, and Connor Wasano
will greet temple members and guests and do the
collection of offerings. After the service, there will
be a Dharma School class.

Jencyn Shishido to MC Eitaikyo Service on November 10

J

ENCYN SHISHIDO WILL BE THE MISTRESS OF Ceremonies at the Eitaikyo
Service, which will be held on Sunday, November 10, beginning at 9 a.m. Reverend Kerry
Kiyohara, Resident Minister at Makawao Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be the guest speaker.
Kamauoha Tomita will ring the kansho bell and
Evan Fenton will read the aspiration. Sam Marie
Quipotla, Ace Shuster, and Sophie DeMattos will
greet temple members and guests and do the collection of offerings.

Adult Volunteers to host Sunday Service on November 17

A

N ADULT VOLUNTEER WILL BE THE
MASTER OF Ceremonies at the November 17 Sunday Service, which begins at 8
a.m. Wayne Nishida will ser as Lay Minister and
speaker. Other adult volunteers will ring the kan-

K

AMAUOHA TOMITA WILL BE THE MASTER OF Ceremonies at the Sunday Service
on November 24, beginning at 8 a.m. Karsten Shishido will ring the kansho bell and Angel
Acevedo will read the aspiration. Kingston Poon
and Gracelyn Nishida will greet temple members
and guests and do the collection of offerings.

BWA to host Memorial Service on
Sunday, December 1

D

Bodhi Day Service set for Kepaniwai
Heritage Gardens on December 8

T

HE ANNUAL BODHI DAY SERVICE WILL
BE held at Kepaniwai Heritage Gardens
on Sunday, December 8, beginning at
8:30 a.m. hosted by the Dharma School.
Bodhi Day (December 8) is commemorated as
the day Gautama meditated under the Bodhi tree
and attained enlightenment at the age of 35. He
became Shakyamuni Buddha, perfect in Wisdom
and Compassion. He showed that it was possible
for man to become a Buddha—a fully Enlightened
Person. He explained that man has the potential
of achieving supreme Wisdom and Compassion.
Bodhi Day signifies the dawn of man's universal
emancipation from suffering and ignorance.

Buddha’s Quote
Judge nothing,
You will be happy!
Forgive everything,
You will be happier!
Love everything,
You will be happiest!
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Infant Presentation Ceremony

Lester and Jodi Kunimitsu held an infant rites ceremony for their son,
Dylan in August, conducted by Reverend Shinkai Murakami.

Project Dana’s 30th Anniversary was held on September 28 at Dole
Cannery. Representing the island of Maui were Janet Shimada, Irene
Matsuda, Betty Yamashiro, Rev. Shinkai Murakami, Glenna Smith, and
Alice Sugimura.

To install the 120th Anniversary’s handicapped restroom in the temple,
the County requires a manhole on campus to connect all sewer lines to
this manhole.

Hilina’I and Jesse of the preschool, are creating frogs using green tissue paper with glue..
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Sharon Nohara of Lahaina Hongwanji, along with Sylvia Ishikawa, Janet Kubota, Margaret Honda, and Mary Tokumaru from our temple,
visited with Reverend Yuki Sugahara at his temple, Oregon Buddhist
Temple in Portland, Oregon.

Oregon Buddhist Temple members and visitors from Maui and Hawaii
Betsuin have their photo taken in front of the Oregon Buddhist Temple.

Mary Tokumaru, Sharon Nohara, Janet Kubota, and Margaret Honda
have their picture taken at Crater Lake in Oregon.

Janet Kubota, Sylvia Ishikawa, Margaret Honda, Marilyn Morikawa, Diane Lee, and Mary Tokumaru attend a workshop at the World BWA
Convention in San Francisco.

The Hawaii Buddhist Women’s Association delegates to the World BWA Convention in San Francisco sang “Life in Harmony” as part of the entertainment at the convention.

Buddhist Women’s Association delegates from Hawaii danced the hula to the “Golden Chain of Love” at the convention in San Francisco.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-7-

PEACE activities

Reverend Kerry Kiyohara leads the Peace Walk.
Machiko Moriyasu, Nancy Shimoda, Frances Teshima, Itsuyo Kusuda,
Florence Tanaka, and Jane Shinoda attend Peace Day 2019 at Makawao Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on September 21.

Sandy Hirata and Barbara Parr work at Wailuku Hongwanji’s crafts
booth at the Peace Day celebration at Makawao Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple on September 21.
Ikeuchi ohana attend the Peace Day at Makawao Hongwanji.

Yoshiko Fujiwara, Lillian Satoshige, Helen Ohigashi, Toshiko Sugiki,
and Jane Shinoda enjoy the dessert at the Peace Day.

Margaret Honda, Sylvia Ishikawa, Grace Hamasaki, and Janet Kubota
enjoy the fellowship at the Peace Day celebration on September 21.

Marilyn Morikawa (ÚM), Mimy Kiyohara (M), Phyllis Nakamura (L), Karen Ishizu (M), Janet Shimada (K), Diane Lee (K), Kallie Keith Agaran (K),
Sandy Baz (Managing Director of Maui County), Bobbie Parr (W), Jean Heselden (M), Janet Kubota (W), Sharon Nagoshi (M), Diane Kosaka (M),
Glenn Kosaka (M), Kenneth Kosaka (M). (Kenneth is 2 years old and very lively, yet well behaved)
ÚK = Kahului Hongwanji, L = Lahaina Hongwanji, M = Makawao Hongwanji, W = Wailuku Hongwanji
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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PEACE SUNDAY activities

Dharma School students, along with attendees who attended the Sunday Peace Service, walked for peace in the temple’s courtyard.

Dharma School Director Joan Tamori leads the Dharma School students in their “Walk for Peace.”
Kellen was one of the Dharma School students who assisted in the
collection of offering. Eric Ikeuchi accepts the offering.

A delicious meal was prepared for attendees of the Peace Sunday
Service and Walk at Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on September 22.

At the peace demonstration at Makawao Hongwanji Buddhist Temple,
Wailuku Hongwanji members offered crafts table where attendees
could make various craft items.

After demonstrating for peace by walking around the temple’s courtyard with their Peace Crane mobiles, dharma school students had their mobiles
hung in the social hall. Please come to read their “Peace Messages.”
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Shown above are some of the Wailuku Hongwanji Judo Club members
who attended the state judo championship tourney.

Karla Kurokawa received her certificate of promotion to sandan from
Sensei Herbert Kogasaka. Sandan is the third rank in black belt in
Judo ranking.

At the awards presentation, Meiko (left) was awarded 2nd place at the
60th Honpa Hongwanji Judo Federation State Championship.

At the tourney, there is time to relax and enjoy the fellowship of other
judo club members.

Shaelyn is awarded 2nd place at the tourney.

Mahea wears her first place medal during competition at the Honpa Hongwanji Judo Tourney.

Meiko and Mason were awarded
medals at the Honpa competition.

The judge at the Honpa Hongwanji Judo Federation State Championship declares Coen with the win !
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Preschool News
Cathy DiMeo-Cole, Reporter

The children had so much fun on their first excursion to the Maui Tropical Plantation. Daniel, Heleonahe, Urijah, and Ethan give the “shaka
sign” as they ride the plantation tram.

▲Kohlten and Lucas were brave to pet the ducks and
feed them from their hands.
►Ariah, Kamden, Harley, and Kame’e gathered on the
other side of the pond to feed the ducks.

After the tram ride at the Maui Tropical Plantation, the children gather around the pond to feed the ducks and fishes.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

- 11 -

Editor’s Note: The following information on “Our Pledge”
is being provided to temple members. In the months to
follow, you will be learning more about this pledge. As a
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist, this pledge will become a part of
your life, just like the Shinshu Pledge and our Pledge of
Allegiance.

Our Pledge
Reaching out to others,
I will share a smile and gentle words.
Just like the Buddha, who always calls out with
Aloha.
Breaking away from my greed, anger and ignorance,
I will try to live in peace and harmony.
Just like the Buddha, who shares tranquility and
kindness with all.
Moving forward from self-centeredness,
I will share a life of joy and sorrow with others.
Just like the Buddha, whose caring heart always
embraces us.
Realizing that I live because of others,
I will strive to live life to the fullest with an attitude
of gratitude.
Just like the Buddha, who promises to embrace us
all.

Preface:
"Our Pledge" is an indication of our attitude to live as a
Shin Buddhist. "Our Pledge" is a reminder for us not to forget our way of life and our identity as a Shin Buddhist.

Project Overview:
Everyday language and attitudes are very different in
Japan and in America. We analyzed the original sentences
and figured that we couldn't use a direct literal translation.
We also thought that we cannot globalize a Japanese pledge
"as-is" because the context in America is different from Japan. We proceeded the translation work taking into consideration the temperament and society of the people of Hawaii.
For that reason, we hope that people will take our version of
"Our Pledge" as a localization, not a literal translation.
The focal point of this localization was to devise phrases
to understand Buddhist concepts without using the difficult
Shin Buddhist terminology whenever possible. We examined
concepts behind the Japanese phrases and then converted
them into English. As a result of this emphasis, you might
get a different feeling from the Japanese version. Finally,
although it is called a pledge in more specific terms it is an
aspiration not a commitment to perfectly accomplish it. Because, as we all know, as human beings we can only aspire
to these ideals in response to the Buddha’s benevolence.

Notes and Guidance for the
Translation of “Our Pledge”
First Verse
Reaching out to others,
Note: The original Japanese says, "Without getting caught in
our shell." We interpreted as "be freed from our old comfortable
habits." Sometimes, we just want to stay in our comfort zone because it is easy and comfortable to live in a way we want. Or there
are some people who cannot help but stay in a comfort zone to
protect themselves. We are all different. It is our uniqueness. We
need and have our own comfort zone. However, when we human
beings begin to attach to only our comfort zone and cannot accept
other people's zone, there is no harmony. My comfort zone should
not be other's uncomfortable zone. Harmony can exist only when
we realize everyone has their own uniqueness and they want it to
be recognized, understood, respected, and accepted. Knowing my
limitations and that of others, we try to find a balance between
people. Amida Buddha warmly and gently embraces us who prefer to stay in our comfort zone. Nurtured by Amida Buddha's
boundless compassion, its warmth gradually guides us to step out
from our comfort zone to help others feel happy.
I will share a smile and gentle words.
Note: The original Japanese says, "I cherish a calm face and
a gentle word.” Knowing that our thoughts, words, and deeds can
be kind or harsh, good or bad depending on our convenience, we
try to share a smile (gentle expression) and gentle words as expressed in the Larger Sutra.
Just like the Buddha, who always calls out with Aloha.
Note: The original Japanese says, "Like the Buddha who
smiles and speaks." We add a Hawaiian flavor. Amida Buddha
never forsakes us who want to stay in our comfort zone. Awakened to Buddha's embrace, we are enabled to see our true nature as human beings and be guided to live a life with Aloha.
Second Verse
Breaking away from my greed, anger and ignorance,
Note: The original Japanese says, "Without being swept
away by greed, anger and ignorance." Buddha said that suffering
comes from the three poisons. We truly want to understand what
Buddha meant and be free from suffering. We add our view of the
Buddhist concept. It is our true nature as human beings that we
have greed, anger and ignorance. It is a part of our lives. People
want to live a happy life; however, we struggle due to our ego attachments. Therefore, it is important to recognize our attachments
and not be totally driven by it only. We avoided starting the sentence with a negation.
I will try to live in peace and harmony.
Note: The original Japanese says, "I try to be flexible in mind
and behavior." The gentle heart is an aspect of the Buddha. We
took this phrase as, "I try to understand the words of Buddha and
we will receive them naturally with a supple heart." To embody
such a mind, we will focus on "Live in Harmony." Nobody wants to
live a life with anger and greed, but we are surely experiencing
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these things in our daily life due to our attachments. Only when we
recognize such a way of life and receive Buddha's peace of mind,
we feel and we want to try to live in peace and harmony.
Just like the Buddha, who shares tranquility and kindness
with all.
Note: The original Japanese says, "Like a peaceful Buddha."
Peace of mind comes from Kindness and taking care of others.
Again, this interpretation reflects our view. Amida Buddha's
boundless compassion embraces all without distinction nor discrimination. It is depicted as "Your happiness is my happiness,
your suffering is my suffering." Therefore, knowing the struggles
that human beings are going through, Amida Buddha shows kindness to all.
Third Verse
Moving forward from self-centeredness,
Note: The original Japanese says, "Without thinking I am the
only one who matters." This problem comes from selfcenteredness when someone thinks that only oneself is important.
The Self is important in American culture. Everyone loves themselves. It is essential to know that others also think that only they
themselves are important just like you do. If we only think of ourselves and don't think of others, there is no harmony. A true self is
found when we realize the truth of interdependence. We used the
phrase "Moving forward" from Gomonshu's book.

people do for us. Amida Buddha embraces us, never abandons us
whatever happens in our lives.
I will strive to live life to the fullest with an attitude of gratitude.
Note: The Japanese original says, "I will do my best every
day." As a Shin Buddhist, we want to know how best to live life,
which is with gratitude. When we know that we are living thanks to
the support and help of others, we should try to respond to their
generosity. The idea of I am what I am because of you will guide
us to appreciate a life supported by others. All our effort and
commitment arising from gratitude in response to Amida Buddha's
benevolence.
Just like the Buddha, who promises to embrace us all.
Note: The original Japanese says, "Like the Buddha who dedicates himself to save people." We emphasized the gratitude to
Buddha "Once Embraced, Never Forsaken" this is Amida Buddha's infinite Compassion. Without distinction and discrimination,
Amida Buddha loves and cares for all.

Dis-n-Dat News
Editor’s Note: The following Dharma Talk was given by Barbara Parr
at Peace Sunday, September 22, 2019. Several members have ask
that we share her talk with our members. Glad to do it.

Day of Peace

I will share a life of joy and sorrow with others.
Note: We are taught to put oneself in someone's shoes so
that we can understand another person's situation. We cannot
perfectly and exactly know another person's perspective because
we are not the same. However, we can try to empathize and think
of others guided by the truth of interdependence and Buddha's
boundless compassion which has no distinction of self and other.
Just like the Buddha, whose caring heart always embraces
us.
Note: The original Japanese says, "Just like the compassionate Buddha." The Buddha is full of compassion therefore he always reaches out to us. The four immeasurable minds are lovingkindness, compassion, sympathetic joy and equanimity. Due to
these unlimited characters and nature, Buddha always cares for
and embraces us.
Fourth Verse
Realizing that I live because of others,
Note: The original Japanese says, "Awareness of being kept
alive." It is important for us to realize that we cannot live without
other people's support and Buddha's compassion. When things go
as we wish, life is sweet, and we tend to take things for granted.
When things don't go as we plan, and life is bitter, we tend to
dwell in despair. It is important to know that we are all connected
and there is always somebody and something behind our accomplishments and in our life experiences. The definition of gratitude
in Buddhism is to know what has been done for you. We often
know and claim what we do but may not truly realize what other

A

By Barbara Parr

UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION ESTABLISHED the International Day of Peace in
1981 to coincide with the opening of the UN
General Assembly. The first Peace Day was
observed in 1982 and was held each year on the
third Tuesday of September until the year 2002
when it was permanently moved to September 21st
and was called the International Day of Peace.
What is Global Peace? Can we achieve both Inner Peace and Global Peace? Is peace the absence of war and hatred? Or is it the presence of
justice, equality, and a calmed mind?
How do we get justice, equality, and a calmed
mind? Does it start with us? Each one of us?
Individuals fight or start wars; they are often
called feuds. Territorial battles between countries
are termed war. All in all, they are both similar in
that they disagree and have no room for understanding the other person’s views; and they have no
room for forgiveness for something that was said or
done.
How can we enlighten ourselves and do things
that change that rolling ball of "Forever Wars"?
Many well-known introspective people, leaders,
and poets have contributed to Gateway Quotes that
serve to enlighten us. These quotes can often lead
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us to a path of Self Awareness and can help us find
Inner Peace.
For example, Desmond Tutu, a retired Archbishop, a South African cleric, and an activist who
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984, and
his great friend, the Dalai Lama, together wrote the
book, "Book of Joy." It was about achieving happiness and peace in our changing world. My friend is
sending me this book, and I can't wait to get it.
One quote from Desmond Tutu is "Do a little bit
of good where you are; it's those little bits of good
put together that overwhelm the world."
Another of his quotes is "If you want Peace, you
don't talk to your friends, you talk to your enemies."
So, on personal levels, we can try to find it in our
hearts and minds to forgive those who may have
wronged us, knowingly or unknowingly at home or
work in our daily lives. By practicing forgiveness, it
is a way for us to learn tolerance for mistakes made
toward us, or by us.
Inadvertently we ourselves may have wronged
or made a judgment against others. Yes, we should
practice to forgive ourselves for the harm we may
have caused.
It is a beginning! Self awareness may be the
key in promoting Global Peace. Jimi Hendrix was
quoted as saying, "When the Power of Love overcomes the Love of Power, the World will know
Peace." So teach your children forgiveness, justice,
self awareness and the Value of Peace.
In closing, I have one more quote…One from a
rock band of the 60's called the "Beatles." John
Lennon wrote:
"When I was 5 years old, my Mother always
told me that happiness was the key to life.
When I went to school, they asked me what I
wanted to be when I grew up. I wrote down,
"happy." They told me I didn't understand the
assignment, and I told them they didn't understand life."

Krispy Kreme cards
available at temple office

K

RISPY KREME CARDS
are available in the temple
office for $25 each.
Please make checks payable to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
With the card, members may purchase any dozen
donuts at regular price and receive one dozen Original
Glazed Donuts free—that is $25 for 10 free dozen. However,
there is a limit of 3 free dozens per visit with the purchase of
3-dozen donuts.

Recycle and help our temple!

D

ID YOU KNOW THAT YOU MAY DONATE YOUR
CANS and bottles to our
temple? Just bring them to the
temple during business hours or leave
them by the men’s restroom on
weekends or after business hours.
We now have a separate account so
we will know how much we earn during the year.

Reverend Hiroshi Abiko to be guest
lecturer at Nembutsu Seminar

R

EVEREND HIROSHI ABIKO, RETIRED RIMBAN OF
Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will
be the guest lecturer at the Nembutsu Seminar, which
will be held at the Lahaina Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on
November 9-10. The seminar theme is “Buddha, Seven
Masters, Shinran Shonin and more …” He will discuss
“What shall we do before Jodo Shinshu dies in America?”
On Saturday, November 9, the seminar begins at 8:30
with registration. On Sunday, Sunday Service begins at 9:30
a.m. followed by the last lecture at 10:45 a.m. Cost to attend
is $15, which includes refreshments and lunch.

Hoji Memorial Services (November)
Date

Nov. 10
Nov. 8
Nov. 18
Nov. 27
Nov. 19
Nov. 26
Nov. 24
Nov. 6
Nov. 7
Nov. 10
Nov. 20
Nov. 21
Nov. 29
Nov. 10
Nov. 19
Nov. 6
Nov. 27
Nov. 24

Name

1st Year – 2018
Saiki, Molly Fumie
3rd Year – 2017
Mainaga, Patricia Tomie (KO RAKU)
Baker, Joyce Barbara (SHO JO)
Nishida, Torio (KU DOKU)
7th Year – 2013
Ansai, Yukitaka (KO DO)
Hasegawa, Kikue (JO RAKU)
13th Year – 2007
Matsumoto, Masao (SHO GAKU)
17th Year – 2003
Hashimoto, Tadashi (MYO GYO)
Itamura, Richard (RISHO)
Yamamoto, Seichi (JUNSEI)
Sasada, Matsuno (MYO JI)
Shoda, George (JOSHO)
Sueda, Bert (JOSHIN)
25th Year – 1995
Nomura, Sumi (KYO SHIN)
Kato, Shinso (JYO SHIN)`
33rd Year – 1987
Seki, Tomeichi (TAI KAI)
Okamoto, Tazue (KO JUN)
50th Year – 1970
Ansai, Edward Fukuya (JO FUKU)
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acknowledgments
KYODAN
Hamasaki, Grace T. – In memory of Winifred Nagoshi
Maui United Way
Met Life
Miwa, Lester – In memory of Hitoshi Nagata
Sereno, David
NOKOTSUDO
Griffon, Karen K. – In memory of Kesajiro Ogawa
Hashi, James & Takane – In memory of Richard, Alma, and
Chiyo Hashi
Hashi, James & Takane – In memory of Ralph N. Tanaka
Ichiyama, Ralph – In memory of Juichi & Shizumi Ichiyama
Yamaguchi, Alan – In memory of Tsugio & Lillian Yamaguchi
OFUSE
Muraoka, Gordon – In memory of Warren Masaichi Matsui
and Man Matsui
Nagoshi, Winifred, Floyd & Kevin – In memory of Noboru
Nagoshi
Yogi, Shinyei – In memory of Haruko Yogi
SOCIAL HALL
Nakamoto, Alan & Faith
Shishido, Robin & Kris
120TH ANNIVERSARY DONATIONS
Cardoza, Betsy
Endo, Calvin & Kayoko – Restroom – In memory of Eugene
Endo
Hashi, James & Takane – Photovoltaic
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce
Kimura, Stella – Photovoltaic
Satoshige, Lillian – Restroom
Tamashiro, Norma Jean – Restroom
Tokumi, Ruth Shigeyo – Restroom
Tomita, Leonard & Patricia
OBON DONATION
Yogi, Shinyei
WISH LIST
Koja, Irving & Jane – Paper towels, Kleenex, Zip Loc bags,
Forever stamps
Matsuoka, Milton – Yuban coffee
Ouchi, Richard – Portable Electric Air Compressor, Zip Loc
bags, paper products
Yamada, Laura – Forks, chopsticks, napkins, tea bags, coffee, plates

OHIGAN
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Fujii, Ethel
Fujiwara, Yoshiko
Gushiken, Paul & Susan
Hamasaki, Grace T.
Hiraga, Roy & Gwen
Honda, Margaret L.
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Kanemoto, E.S. & M.
Kubota, Janet
Kuwae, Stella
Moriyasu, Machiko
Munekiyo, Michael & Lori
Ohigashi, Helen
Ota, Charles
Ouchi, Richard
Satoshige, Lillian
Shimoda, Nancy
Sugiki, Dale
Sugiki, Toshiko
Taketa, Susumu & Mae
Tanaka, Florence
Tanaka, Robert & Doris
Watanabe, Janice T.
Yamamoto, Blaine & Pearl
CHOW FUN DONATION
Matsuda, Wayne & Sandy – Tabasco Sauce
Ouchi, Richard – Tabasco Sauce, Nuts & Bolts for booths

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
Michael Mitsuo Nashiwa (E KO – Light of the
Wisdom) Age 75, 63 Kaniela Street, Wailuku;
passed away on August 30, 2019.
Haruko Yogi (AN RAKU – Peace and Blessing)
Age 91, 1760 Piihana Road, Wailuku; passed away
on September 16, 2019.
Howard Hideki Takemoto (SHU SHIN – Great
Truth) Age 76, 345 Leleihoku Street, Wailuku;
passed away on September 17, 2019.
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REMINDER: PLEASE SUPPORT
BWA CRAFTS & FOOD FAIR
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2019
7:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.
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