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Chicken Hekka Fundraiser set for
Saturday, October 17

A

S PART OF WAILUKU HONGWANJ’S INCOME Recovery Program, a Chicken
Hekka fundraiser prepared by Tommy
Lau Hee and his crew will be held on Saturday,
October 17. Drive-through pick up time is from
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Chair Gwen Hiraga asks
that members enter the driveway from Mill
Street and proceed forward to the Distribution
Tents. Do not get out of your car. Someone will
bring your order to you. Please exit onto Kaniela
Street. Cost for the quart-size hekka is $10.
Plans were to mail the two tickets, along with a
letter for the fundraiser, on Friday, September 11,
asking that they support the fundraiser by purchasing the tickets or selling them to friends. As
of September 18, all unsold tickets have been
purchased. The committee is considering ordering more ingredients to accommodate additional
buyers.

Honpa issues Memo #11
1) Please regularly check the Federal CDC Guidelines,
State of Hawaii Governor’s including Department of
Health and Department of Education guidelines, and
also your local County and/or Mayor’s websites. As
the conditions vary from County to County, it is important that you check your local County and/or
Mayor’s Websites as different Counties have different guidelines, measures and restrictions.
2) If you have reopened, do not feel obligated to remain open. If the situation and circumstances are
such, please reconsider holding in-person services.
All temples and affiliates are strongly encouraged to
offer virtual online services, meetings and seminars,
etc.
3) Please remember that the State of Hawaii has a
travel quarantine which requires all individuals, except those who are exempt, who travel to the neighbor islands from Oahu to quarantine for 14 days.
HQ Recommendation: Interisland travel is not
recommended.

October 2020

4) Mindful of parameters, in making our temples vibrant
and sound, and to connect with one another and
help each other, let us think outside of the box as we
try to adjust to this new normal and adjust to ever
changing situation with COVID-19 by using modern
technology and age-tested methods of safe communication.
5) Please check the link below for possible financial
aid.
Hawaii Emergency Management Association (HIEMA) Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
https://hawaii-medical-alliance.myshopify.com/
Let us do our part to stay safe for not only our own
sake, but the sake of others too. Although the largest
concern is for healthcare facilities, which are reaching
their limit to care for and safely house individuals, it
could happen in other Counties, too. Let us be mindful
of the fact that this virus can spread easily and quickly
without symptoms. Thank you to all ministers and temple leaders and all those connected to our temples who
are tirelessly endeavoring to keep our temples both
open and safe!

Fuku Dana Award for Year 2020 has
been canceled

F

or the first time since being inaugurated in 1984, the
2020 Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award has been canceled due to Covid 19. Chair George Okamoto hopes
to resume this award in the year 2021. Richard Hashi and
Stanley Okamoto were the first recipients in 1984.

“Namo Amida Butsu – With Gratitude and Kindness Beyond Words”

-1-

A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

Amida's Infinite Guidance
Namo Amida Butsu
To Wailuku Hongwanji’s Ohana and friends, how are
you doing? Our temple’s in-person services were reinstated on the first Sunday in July. Many members attended
these Sunday services. I am truly grateful and feel so
happy that our temple members chose to attend. However, I miss our Dharma School students. I know it is very
difficult for everyone to attend, and I cannot blame anyone. We need to follow the CDC guidelines, practice good
hygiene, and not attend large gatherings to maintain our
safety as much as possible.
Usually, the month of October is filled with fun, ono
food, and the fall school break. Yes, it is also the time for
the "Maui Fair." However, due to Covid-19, we are not
able to hold this special event and the fall break will be at
a different time.
In the year 2020, we were not able to hold many activities, such as our Hanamatsuri, Yard Sale, Maui Matsuri,
Fujimatsuri, Obon, Maui Fair, BWA Craft Fair, Graduation
Banquet, and so many other events, such as Sunday Services, Hatsubon, Sewing Bee, etc. The truth is I feel empty; I miss all these very important activities and events. It
gave me so much joy and happiness seeing our members
and friends participate in these events.
As you may know, Wailuku Hongwanji Mission is
known best as the "Chow Fun temple" on Maui. The ingredients in the Chow Fun are very simple and we are
keeping the same taste for so many years. So, many people look forward to the month of October because people
are able to enjoy our great tasting Chow Fun.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Chow Fun committee counts
on manpower from its temple members, affiliate organizations, and friends for this project because the quantity of
chow fun is so large. We are grateful that so many people
supported this project. One family member said, "My dad
helped at this project when I was a young boy. Now I am
following in his footsteps."
Cooking chow fun is just like building a good family.
First of all, you need a mind of care and enjoyment. First
time chow fun workers do not know the procedure so there
are team leaders who have worked at this project for several years who become the instructors and assist the new
workers on "what needs to be done." So, the team leaders
took on the responsibilities of teaching the new volunteers.

When we were assigned a new job, we were able to
see how the team leader taught us. He demonstrated how
to cook the chow fun step-by-step, completing the process
within 15 to 20 minutes. It wasn't burnt (KOGE) but looked
so delicious with great color of hot and fresh chow fun. He
then asked the new workers to try to cook the chow fun. It
was the first time for these new workers to hold a giant
spatula, just like a big shovel and turn the noodles and mix
all ingredients in the big wok.
With kind and gentle voices of the leaders, the new
volunteers were able to cook our historical chow fun with
the soothing voice of "You did a great job!" I truly felt that
"This is the way to guide others." That is the reason why
the family of Wailuku Hongwanji's affiliated organizations
are growing together and passing this wonderful legacy to
the next generation, regardless if one is a member or not.
That is the reason why the Wailuku Hongwanji's chow fun
is always so special to our community.
How about the Jodo Shinshu teaching? Yes, it may be
difficult to understand if you are in doubt or looking for immediate answers. However, through listening of the Buddha Dharma and rejoicing in the happiness through the
services and activities with other Nembutsu followers, you
will find out the true joy of happiness, peace, and serenity
through our members smiles and kind words. So, you are
able to see our temple members as it is (so no ma ma)
and are able to be aware of many wonderful things. Even
if we make mistakes, we are able to accept them without
having an angry mind. We are willing to assist others recover from their mistakes.
Our daily life is just like preparing food; sometimes
the food is too salty, too sweet, too bitter, too spicy, and
so on. As with life, we experience sadness, laughter,
tears, anger, happiness, disagreement, and much more.
However, even if we do have these experiences, we have
friends or someone who is always willing to assist us to
overcome these kinds of difficulties, and we are able to
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learn the true joy of happiness in our life.
Namo Amida Butsu, this is our spiritual Buddha's great
name and infinite light that always comes into our heart
and shows us Amida Buddha's great wisdom and compassionate heart.
When we recite the Nembutsu, "Namo Amida Butsu",
we are able to hear it. Yes, the voice itself is our voice, but
it is coming from Amida's truth and great wisdom, so even
if we are physically alone, Amida Buddha said, "Don't worry, you are not alone, I am with you." He is always giving
us his infinite light of the wisdom in our heart, to enable us
to walk the path of truth.
Amida Buddha's guidance is not like cooking tools,
which we have to purchase, but it is the essence of the
great food. It will make the great spiritual assessment
which is encouraging our precious lives. So listening to the
Buddha Dharma is our practice for us to build our wonderful family and be able to share Amida Buddha's infinite
wisdom and compassion with our family members and
Ohana.
"Those who, hearing Amida Buddha's Name,
Rejoice in it with reverence and praise,
Receive its treasure of virtues;
The great benefit acquired with one utterance
is supreme."
(Hymns of the Pure Land 32, The collected Works of
Shinran, p. 332)

Even if we are all missing our great activities and taste
of chow fun at this time, through Amida Buddha's infinite
light and wisdom, we are all able to share his great wisdom and compassion and are able to build the healthy
Nembutsu family with our sangha and Ohana.
Namo Amida Butsu

Preschool registration for temple
members to begin on November 2



AILUKU HONGWANJI MEMBERS are
invited to register their child early for
Preschool for the 2021 – 2022 school
year.
An applicant MUST be a Wailuku
Hongwanji Mission member at least 3 months
prior to submitting an application. Members will
begin the registration process beginning on Monday, November 2, to Friday, December 11,
2020. If the deadline is missed, families may
apply on Monday, January 11, 2021.
Preschool Director Alysha Asue stated that a
non-member would have to wait to register their
child until Monday, January 11, 2021, when the
school’s Fall Term begins.

Primary qualification to enroll at the Preschool
is that a child must be 2 years, 8 months of age or
older and under 5 years old. Parents must come
to the school to register their children. No
telephone registration will be accepted.

Pack 40 seeks support in its annual
Popcorn Fundraiser

T

HE WHM PACK 40
CUB SCOUTS ARE IN
the midst of their annual
popcorn fundraiser and would
like to offer the temple members and friends the opportunity to support the
scouts while enjoying some delicious gourmet
popcorn. Our popcorn makes great Christmas
gifts as well as a yummy movie night snack. This
year, there are 7 products that are available for
sale. See list below.
1. Caramel Popcorn Bag
2. Sea Salt Big Bag
3. 12 Pkgs – Sweet and Salty Kettle
Corn (Microwavable)
4. White Cheddar Cheese Tin
5. 22 Pkgs – Movie Theater Extra Butter Popcorn (Microwavable)
6. Supreme Caramel Crunch w/ Almonds, Pecans, and Cashews
4-Way Sweet and Salty in a
7. Rainbow Warriors Tin (Butter
Toffee, Sweet & Salty, White
Cheddar Cheese, Yellow Cheddar
Cheese)

$10
$15
$15
$15
$25
$25

$55

Due to Covid 19 and the safety of our scouting
Ohana, sales at store front will not be held this
year. Scouts in the program have order forms
and will take your order.
OR, you can place an order or ask questions
by contacting Christina Camara at christinagcamara@gmail.com or call her at 281-1781) or Sanoe
Kaneshiro at sanoekane@hotmail.com or call her at
250-0158. Orders placed with Christina or Sanoe
will be evenly distributed across the pack and
scouts will be able to use their total sales to earn
prizes.
If you know a scout and would like to order directly from them, you may also order online by
visiting www.popcornordering.com and entering your
scout's name or his Scout Key Code.
Mahalo for supporting Pack 40.
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Pack 40 invites boys and girls, K-5, to
become part of their
scouting program

C

UB SCOUTS OF
Pack 40 invite boys
and girls from kindergarten to grade 5, to become
members of their scouting
program. At the beginning of
a new school year is a perfect time for a child to join the program. Scouting
gives parents and their children the opportunity to
make memories together, while helping kids develop skills and character traits that will benefit them
for the rest of their lives. Whether it’s serving as a
den leader, going camping as a family, or celebrating the achievement of earning a new badge, parents can be as involved as they’d like!
Cub Scouting is a family-oriented program designed specifically to address the needs of boys and
girls ages 5-10. If your child is interested in being a
part of the scouting program at Wailuku Hongwanji’s
Pack 40, please contact Cubmaster Jason Lee at
jayrx7z@yahoo.com.
Children who are older than 10 or completed
their fifth grade are eligible to join the Scout program—Troop 40 at Wailuku Hongwanji. Parents
may contact Scoutmaster Celeste Rabang at
msdel7@hotmail.com.

Affiliate organizations
Buddhist Women’s News
Janet Kubota, Reporter

No BWA meeting planned for October

T

HE MONTHLY MEETING PLANNED FOR THE
month of October has been canceled due to Covid
19. All communications to members will be via the
phone tree.

Help needed at Chicken Hekka project
on October 16 – 17

B

WA MEMBERS ARE NEEDED ON FRIDAY, October 16, beginning at 4 p.m. to
prepare for the chicken hekka. Members
are needed to place various ingredients (shiitake,
age, bamboo shoots, long rice) into Ziploc bags,
cleaning, cutting, and packing green onions, and
cutting and packing onions.
On Saturday morning, October 17, members
are needed to pack the hekka into quart size containers beginning at 6:30 a.m. At 6:45 a.m. mem-

bers are needed to seal the quarts and place
them into the ice chest that will be taken to the
Distribution tents.

HOSHA ASSIGNMENT
GROUP A
GROUP B
October 1
October 15
Irene Arakaki
Elaine Akashi
Peggy Honda
Emi Goshi
Janet Kubota
Brian Hashiro
Barbara Parr
Sylvia Ishikawa
Lillian Satoshige
Gail Iwamoto-Hamai
Jane Shinoda
Sandy Hirata
Toshiko Sugiki
Itsuyo Kusuda
Frances Teshima
Helen Ohigashi
Aileen Unemori
Nancy Shimoda
Everyone is welcome to come out and lend a hand
whether you are in an assigned group or not. Hosha groups
generally meet every first and third Thursday at 8:00 a.m.
However, please check the temple newsletter for the monthly schedule as changes occur.
Hosha duties include cleaning the temple, temple front
and Nokotsudo. In addition, volunteers will sanitize hightouch areas including pews.
TEAM 4 - ACCW – October 21 – Peanut Butter
& Jelly Sandwiches

Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Sunday Service on October 4 to be assigned to adult volunteers

B

ECAUSE OF COVID-19, VOLUNTEERS
WILL BE completing the entrance requirements (temperature checks, signing
in, sanitizing, assisting in seating, etc.) at the
Sunday Service on October 4, beginning at 8 a.m.
In addition, they will ring the kansho bell, be the
MC, collect the offertory, and read the aspiration.

Kamauoha Tomita and Mason Kurokawa to MC Ohigan Service on October 11

K

AMAUOHA TOMITA AND MASON KUROKAWA will be the Co-Master of Ceremonies at the Sunday Service, which will
be held on Sunday, October 11, beginning at 8
a.m. Ringing the kansho bell will be Sam Marie
Quipotla; reading the aspiration will be Connor
Wasano. Greeters and collecting of the offertory
have been assigned to Heleonahe Tomita and
Kora Beauchamp.
“Namo Amida Butsu – With Gratitude and Kindness Beyond Words”
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Jencyn Shishido and Logan Tamori to
MC Sunday Service on October 18

J

ENCYN SHISHIDO AND LOGAN TAMORI
will be the Co-Master of Ceremonies at the
Sunday Service, which will held on Sunday,
October 18, beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing the kansho
bell will be Kingston Komine; reading the aspiration
will be Ace Shuster. Greeters and collecting of the
offertory have been assigned to Aaron Tsai and
Gracelyn Nishida.

Karsten Shishido and Connor Wasano
to MC Family Service on October 25

K

ARSTEN SHISHIDO AND CONNOR WASANO will be the Co-Master of Ceremonies at
the Family Service, which will held on Sunday, October 25, beginning at 8 a.m. Ringing the
kansho bell will be Benjamin Komine; reading the
aspiration will be Kingston Komine. Greeters and
collecting of the offertory have been assigned to
Kaden Beauchamp and Erik Tsai.
Please be aware that all activities remain tentative. Please check your email for the latest information. Note to Parents: Although students have
already been assigned temple duties, parent should
not feel obligated to have their children attend services to fulfill responsibilities. Adults will be asked
to substitute for students.

Eitaikyo (Perpetual Memorial) Service to be held on November 15

T

HE ANNUAL EITAIKYO SERVICE WILL be
held on Sunday, November 15, beginning at
8:00 a.m. Please note that the time has been
moved up to 8 a.m.
Reverend Shinkai Murakami encourages
members and friends to attend the Eitaikyo Service.
He said that "Eitaikyo" is defined as "perpetual
memorial service." The word Eitaikyo actually
means "perpetual sutra." Eitai means "perpetual"
and Kyo means "sutra," or "teaching of Buddha.”
This service is to perpetuate the memories of
our departed by means of dedicating the sutrachanting to remember our debt to them. It is to remind ourselves of what is essential for us to receive
our spiritual strength during this life of travail by listening to the Teaching of the Nembutsu. In particular, we will honor those names, which have been
placed in our temple’s Eitaikyo Register.
A donation to the Eitaikyo Fund is encouraged
and this fund will help preserve the memory of loved
ones forever at the temple. This fund is rigidly controlled and used for the preservation of the temple,

especially for the Onaijin (altar area), and may be
used in extreme emergencies. It cannot be used for
general temple maintenance.

Social Concerns Fund Drive set for the
month of November

H

ONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF Hawaii’s Committee on Social Concerns asks
each temple to conduct a fund drive during
the month of November. The Committee reminds
members that the spirit of Dana should be
practiced all year-round, 24 hours a day, but for
those of us who need to be reminded, this time of
the year is focused on counting our blessings,
giving thanks and giving to the less fortunate. It is
our annual Social Concerns Fund Drive. You can
help this Fund Drive in many ways. One
suggestion is to make this a family project,
donating the equivalent of the cost of a meal. Get
your children involved at home, school, Dharma
School, or neighborhood, keeping in mind that it is
the spirit of dana or selfless giving that is of prime
importance.
A designated envelope is enclosed in this
month’s newsletter. Please make checks payable
to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission. Thank you for
your generosity.

Newsletter editor has been found

A

VOLUNTEER HAS BEEN FOUND TO SERVE AS
our temple’s newsletter editor. More information to
be provided in the next newsletter about our new

editor.

Wish List
(Items our temple could use)















Forever Postage Stamps
Ziploc Bags (sandwich, quart, gallon size)
33 Gal. Trash Bags
Paper Towels
Forks, Heavy Wt. plastic; Hashi (chop sticks)
6” and 7” Dessert Plates; 12 oz. Bowls
Napkins
Coffee – Folgers or Yuban
General Use Masking Tapes (1/2”, 1”)
Spam to make Spam musubi
15# Bag Rice
Dawn or Joy dish-washing soap
Bottled Water

“Namo Amida Butsu – With Gratitude and Kindness Beyond Words”

-5-

Boy Scouts News
Celeste Rabang, Reporter

Scouts attend Summit
Bechtel Family National
Scout Reserve in West
Virginia

T

HREE TROOP 40 SCOUTS, ALONG
with Scoutmaster Celeste Rabang, joined
other scouts from Maui, and traveled to
the Summit Betchel National Scout Reserve located in Fayette and Raleigh counties, near Beckley, West Virginia. Situated in the wilds of West
Virginia, the Summit is a training and adventure
center for scouts and anyone who enjoys the outdoors. It is the home of the National Scout jamboree and the Paul R. Christen National High Adventure Base.
The scouts were given the opportunity to rock
climb on a challenging rock formation. (see photo
at the right).
The scouts were able to cross the Consol Energy Wing Tip Bridge. Most of the traffic travels
along the main deck, however, there are two secondary pathways that offer a completely different
experience. The pathway dips below the main
structure and skims the tree tops for a drastic
change of scenery. To add to the uniqueness of
the bridge, timber from black locust trees are
used. The lumber from these trees is very durable
and never has to be treated or stained.
Scout Austin Lugo: “I really enjoyed the whole
experience! The meals were all amazing, the rapids
were a rollercoaster, and the staff was awesome!
My favorite memories are probably building a ducky
tower and playing cards with da boiz. I would like to
thank Scoutmaster Rabang for being our guide.”
Scout Adam Fukunaga: “I'm grateful that our
Scoutmaster Rabang helped arrange this trip and
came with us. It was so much fun! We got to do
lots of cool stuff other than just white water. We ziplined, shot guns and arrows, and got to visit an
abandoned railroad town.
Scout D'Marco Rabang: The rapids were awesome! It was one of the best trips we went on. We
saw a rattlesnake walking through town and we also
saw 3 bear cubs crossing the road. It was cool and
scary!
Scoutmaster Celeste Rabang: I loved that the
boys had so much fun. It was a great experience
and I would definitely do it again!

The photo above is a rock-climbing facility that is available for the
scouts to climb.

Scouts have their photo taken on the main deck of the Consol Energy
Wing Tip Bridge.

As the scouts and their leaders hiked through the forest at Bechtel
Summit Reserve, they take a moment to have their photo taken before
finishing their hike.

Adam Fukunaga, D’Marco Rabang, and Austin Lugo sit in the terminal
for their flight to be called.
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Scouts from Troop 1 and Troop 100 from Maui, along with scouts from Wailuku Hongwanji’s Troop 40 get their photo taken in front of the Summit
Bechtel Reserve sign. Attending the excursion were Adam Fukunaga, second from left (red shirt); Austin Lugo, 7th from left; and D’Marco Rabang, 8th
from left.

A trip of a two-man kayak and a ride down the river was a memorable
excursion.

D’Marco Rabang says, “My safety latches are on. Now you want me to
get on this tiny little board and pull myself across to the other side of this
mountain? This is going to be a fun day.”

The scouts from Hawaii joined other scouts at the overnight camp
before continuing their trip down the river.
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Consol Energy Wing Tip Footbridge at The Summit, viewed from one
of three observation points; two on opposite sides and one underneath
the bridge. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZcVXMON7VQ

After performing a half-day of service project the scouts
were given a thrilling ride down the 3,100-foot Big Zip.

The scouts from Hawaii have their official souvenir photo taken as they give the “shaka” sign at
the camp headquarter.
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Congratulations to David & Erica Dolato

Reverend Shinkai Murakami performed the
wedding ceremony for Erica and David Dolato at
the Makena Beach House on August 16, 2020.
Both live and are employed on Maui.

A plaque provided by the Boy Scout Council of Maui join other plaques
at the Summit Bechtel Reserve. The word “Maluhia” means peace,
quiet, security, tranquility, serenity; safety; solemn, awe, and stillness—
just like Camp Maluhia.

While on a hike through the Virginia hills, scouts take a break before
being served steak dinners.

The chefs prepare a baked potato and steak dinner for the scouts.

The scouts were taken to learn about the old water tower that was
used for the steam engine trains in Thurmond, Virginia. The tracks are
still being used today for Amtrak service.
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BWA peace day

Nick, Tom Parr, and Janet Kubota place the red peace cranes into the
ground.

BWA members Barbara Parr, Tom Parr, Machiko Moriyasu, Janet Kubota, Nancy Shimoda, Margaret Honda, and Lori Kanamu came back
and weeded the display. Note that the bottom photo shows the weeds
before it was cleaned. Thanks, ladies and Tom.
Laney, Nancy Shimoda, Janet Kubota, and Tom Parr determine where
to put the red cranes.

Granddaughter Laney and Laney’s boyfriend, Nick, along with Peace
Day Chair Barbara Parr, assisted in hanging the Peace Day poster and
sticking the red and white peace cranes into the ground.

Nancy Shimoda and Laney get the cranes in the ground so it will not
fall.

Nick, Laney, Chair Barbara Parr, Janet Kubota, and Nancy Shimoda have their photo taken after hanging the Peace Day poster and setting up the red
and white cranes.
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Preschool News

Building Creative Blocks

Alysha Asue, Reporter

Kyzn shares his work with the other children as Ms. Lourdes provides
support and encouragement.

Rex, Katherine, and Axl enjoy being creative playing with the blocks
during “enter” time.

The Zo Gumi (elephant) class signs for their classmates during Hawaiiana class with Kumu Nitahara assisting the
children.
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Dis-n-Dat News
2021 Living Treasures of Hawaii
recognition event canceled
INCE 1976, EVERY YEAR, WE JOYOUSLY
HONOR the Living Treasures of Hawaii™
who demonstrate excellence in their fields
and make significant contributions towards enriching our society. However, given the growing concerns around COVID-19, the Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii has made the difficult decision
to forgo accepting nominations for the 2021 Living
Treasures of Hawaii and cancel the in-person
recognition luncheon program.
Today more than ever, our community needs
those individuals who selflessly give of themselves to preserve and perpetuate our culture and
build a more harmonious and compassionate society for all. We encourage the nomination of
these lights within our community during the nomination period next year and look forward to recognizing these Living Treasures in 2022. Updates will be shared on our Living Treasures
page.

Editor’s Note: Came across this article that I found interesting written by Reverend Yasuo Izumi of the Buddhist Temple of Southern
Alberta. I would like to share it with you.

ATARIMAE

By Reverend Yasuo Izumi
Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta

“My life has now reached the fullness of its years. It is certain
that I will go to birth in the Pure Land before you, so without
fail I will await you there.” – Shinran

Recently, I had a gastroscopy and colonoscopy to check
my internal organs. My family doctor recommended these
tests, saying, “You might have colon cancer or stomach cancer.”
In my mind I thought it was good my wife was not with
me. The doctor said, “Well, modern medical technology is
highly developed, you don’t need to think about it too much.”
On the day of the procedure, I was lying on the hospital bed.
The nurse briefly explained what I was going to go through.
Soon, I was given anesthesia. I did not know how long I was
on the bed but I heard a nurse calling my name.
Then, I woke up. I asked her if the cancer was found.
“No” the nurse said. My family doctor told me, “You have
mild chronic inflammation in your stomach. Go to a pharmacist to get four kinds of medication for two weeks, then you
should be all right.” On the way home I thought I was given
Bonnie Ware speaks on the regrets of
another precious life.
the dying
We often think death is unusual and extraordinary, while
living here and now is usual (ordinary, reasonable or obviONNIE WARE HAS SPENT YEARS workous), atarimae in Japanese. This is perhaps, the normal way
ing in palliative care, looking after patients
of thinking. This kind of way of thinking, however, is called
who are in the last 12 weeks of their lives.
upside-down-view from the eyes of the Buddha. Through my
During that time, she observed how the terminally
experience, I appreciate that living here today is not atarimae
ill gained phemonenol clarity of vision toward the
but extraordinary.
end of their lives -- and recorded the thoughts of
I heard the following story: Someone asked a Buddhist
her patients in a book, "The Top Five Regrets of
minister to write something, a daily reminder for him. The
the Dying."
minister pondered for a while and wrote on a paper: GrandShe wrote it in the hope that we can all learn
parents die, parents die, I die and children die. The man
from it -- and perhaps avoid having the same resaid, “Could you please write something different? This
grets ourselves. Here are the top five regrets
makes me depressed.” “I see,” saying the minister and then
she encountered:
he wrote on another paper, Children die, I die, parents die
1. I wish I'd had the courage to live a life true to
and grandparents die. Looking at this, the man cried out,
myself, not the life others expected of me.
“This is even more depressing. Please write something bet2. I wish I hadn't worked so hard.
ter.” The minister quietly asked the man, “Which paper would
3. I wish I'd had the courage to express my feelyou like to take?” The man suddenly realized what the minisings.
ter meant: the severe reality of life. Living and dying is not
4. I wish I'd stayed in touch with my friends.
the matter of somebody else. We, each of us, are living in it.
5. I wish that I'd let myself be happier.
We should be grateful for our life here and now instead thinkSo, do any of these perhaps apply to you?
ing atarimae, as a matter of course.
And what could you do NOW to ensure you don't
Many of our Issei forbearers, the first generation of Japalso have these same regrets towards the end of
anese
descendants, who listened to the dharma of the nemyour life?
butsu well, accepted life as it was while they lived hard lives.
There was no good day and no bad day for them. Life just
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continued on and on and they appreciated it, reciting namo
amida butsu in gratitude. They took death as natural and
ordinary in the light of Amida’s boundless compassion. For
them, every day was extraordinary and precious.
Of course, they cried when someone they loved died.
They must have been lonely when they faced their own
death and parting. It is human nature. They knew that people
suffered being human. But amid their suffering and grief they
remembered the dharma of the nembutsu, great compassion
of Amida Buddha, and accepted quietly and gratefully the
changing nature of human life as it is. And at the end of life,
they knew they would be born in Amida’s world, the world of
immeasurable life.
Like the Buddhist Issei, we must realize and appreciate
that we have been constantly nurtured by Buddha’s wisdom
and compassion, expressed in the call of namo amida butsu.
Consequently, we truly understand and accept that death is
natural and our life now is extraordinary and something
about which we can always be grateful.
Editor’s Note: I came across this website by accident. The
website is: https://www.youngbuddhisteditorial.com/. This
website is for the young adults, college students, and people
like you who want to know what our youth are thinking. I urge
you to visit the site. It is informative and interesting.
The paragraph below is part of an article written by
Marissa Wong. If we continue on a path of whiteness, and
forget the blacks, indigenous Hawaiians, and other communities of color, don’t be surprised when we look around and find
no one supporting the Asian community from attacks. The
complete article can be found at its website.

Why Anti-Blackness in the Asian
Community Needs To End Now
By Marissa Wong, Seattle, WA
Published: June 5, 2020

The Asian-American community makes many efforts to
appeal to White people and gain their superficial approval of
Asian Americans as honorary White people, or at least win
their tolerance of Asian Americans, at the expense of their
intolerance of Black and Indigenous communities. This prevents solidarity between Black, Indigenous, and all other
communities of color, as we try to become white-adjacent at
the expense of adopting the language and beliefs of White
supremacy and anti-Blackness. … To many Asian Americans, whiteness often becomes equated to success, and all
the elements that have been conditioned to come with the
paradigms of whiteness. One of those, historically speaking,
has been anti-blackness.” Although anti-blackness is deeply
ingrained within our families and communities, it is our responsibility to help change the narrative, even if it means
having difficult conversations with our family and friends, calling them in and educating them on racism and discrimination.

Who is the Young Buddhist Editorial?

T

HE YOUNG BUDDHIST EDITORIAL (YBE) IS A
group of young adults on the West Coast who are
organizing really interesting events, articles, and
workshops. They provide a platform for young Buddhists the
opportunity to connect with Buddhists from across the nation.
They foster growth and interconnectedness while maintaining an open dialogue in the community. The goal is to provide any and all Buddhists a forum for discussion and expression.

W

Have you read Block Seventeen?
HILE SEARCHING FOR INTERESTING ARTICLES for our newsletter, I came across an article
recommending that the book, Block Seventeen, is
good reading. This book is written by Kimiko Guthrie. A reviewer wrote: Akiko Thompson, the narrator in Kimiko Guthrie’s debut novel Block Seventeen, is the daughter of a Japanese-American mother and a white American father. Just
like her mother, she is not particularly keen on her Asian heritage, so much so that in her teenage years she gave up the
name “Akiko” for the plainer “Jane”. Shiro, her partner of five
years and the father of the child to whom Jane is telling the
story, is quite the opposite. Born to a Japanese-American
family, he is obsessed with the injustice suffered by his ancestors during the Second World War in the aftermath of
Pearl Harbor when, despite their patriotism and US citizenship, their fields and businesses were forcefully taken and
they were sent to internment camps. Shiro, who is employed
with the TSA, is convinced that the same sort of injustice is
being perpetrated in present-day America. He is intent on
turning whistle-blower and revealing the everyday racism of
the organization which employs him.
I would like to recommend that you read it, too.

Honpa Hongwanji’s Videos
The following series of online programs are available on-demand on
the YouTube Channel. Please enjoy listening to the Dharma Messages.


HEALTH CARE HEROES MAHALO VIDEO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jE4m3v1KMF8&list=PL5p2UQ0WgN5sjQAQfeIHck0UAxLmO2Vb



STATE MINISTERS ASSOCIATION ONLINE SUNDAY SERVICES
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5p2UQ0WgN54tvFJtMYBz8_AnnpQpi_i



SENSEIS SAY “HELLO!” SHORT MESSAGES FROM HONPA
HONGWANJI MINISTERS
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5p2UQ0WgN6JBTd8tfR3iJIpbKTGa7-K

Buddhist Quotes
“To live a pure unselfish life, one must count
nothing as one's own in the midst of abundance.”
“It is a man's own mind, not his enemy or foe that
lures him to evil ways.”
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Business Manager’s Message
By Franklin Hamasaki

Am I being brained-washed?

“S

AFE DRIVER, SAVES 40%,” “SAFE DRIVER,
saves 40%,” “Safe driver, saves 40%!” When
this commercial appears on my TV set, I have to
say the words, “Safe driver, saves 40%,” before the first actor says it. When I beat the actor, I feel so good. What
makes me do this? I told my wife that I am being brainwashed. But, it does keep me alert so I can beat the actor
when the ad appears again.
Why can’t I just say, “Namo Amida Butsu!” every time I
see this commercial before the first person says, “Safe driver, saves 40%!” I’ll try and see if I can do that. You should
try it, too. Your friends will tell you, “YOU HAVE TOO MUCH
TIME ON YOUR HANDS.” By the way, did you know that
they say it 7 times? “Namo Amida Butsu!”

The month of October is usually the
month of CHOW FUN! This year, it is
the month of CHICKEN HEKKA!

D

uring the month of October the newsletter is full
of articles on our temple’s chow fun project.
Workers needed…pick up times…work time at
the fair booth…help cleaning, drying, cutting and packing the
green onions…cooking and packing on Saturday morning.
However, this year we are having a chicken hekka fundraiser on Saturday, October 17. Tickets were mailed to
members asking them to purchase 2 quarts of hekka for $20.
Please support the temple; your support is needed.

By going for a walk, you will find that you will feel calmer,
be more creative, and be more in touch with the natural world.
You will notice your inner peace. Let’s go for a walk; let’s do
Shinrin Yoku.

L

How can you support the temple?
IKE MANY ORGANIZATIONS, WAILUKU Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple is dealing with the current pandemic as best as it can. Sunday Services are held weekly, and safety protocols are practiced at the services that
were recommended by the CDC, State, and the County of
Maui.
As our temple activities have stopped, our finances have
been significantly impacted. Now, more than ever, the generous support of our members and friends are needed.
Here’s how you can help.
1. If you have not paid your year 2020 gojikai (dues),
please send it in now.
2. Six times a year, donation envelopes (Ho-onko,
Hanamatsuri, Gotan-e, Spring Ohigan, Fall Ohigan, and
Bodhi Day) are attached to your temple’s newsletter.
Please consider making a donation.
3. Eitaikyo and Special Eitaikyo are held to honor temple
members who have passed away and are on our Eitaikyo scroll. Please make a donation in their memory.
4. Support our chicken hekka fundraisers by purchasing a
quart or more.

Hoji Memorial Services (October)
Date

Oct. 11

Let’s do Shinrin Yoku

Oct. 24

HE OUTDOOR IS WHERE YOU CAN SEE NATURE at
work with the sun, wind, animals, and us humans. The
sun rays shining on your face, the wind blowing to cool
you off, the birds happily singing, the dogs barking to let you
know they are there—it’s great to be alive. Scientists have told
us that being outdoor is safe because the wind just blows the
virus away—no place to hide.
I am told that in Japan they like to Shinrin yoku—the practice of Forest Bathing—taking in the forest through our senses.
People who regularly went into the forest were able to handle
stress. They slowed down, practiced observing nature, relaxed
and made friends with the plants and trees, practiced silence
and stillness and became one with nature.
While walking in the forest (Keopuolani Park will do), take
some time and sit down, be aware of your breathing, slow your
breathing to no less than 6 breaths per minute, take slow, deep
breaths. Close your eyes; start listening to everything around
you—rustling leaves, birds singing, people’s footsteps, their
laughter and talking, airplanes flying above, the sound of water
flowing down a stream—soft and tiny sounds. It is so soothing.

Oct. 30
Oct. 31

T

Oct. 31
Oct. 4
Oct. 6
Oct. 9
Oct. 13
Oct. 6
Oct. 8
Oct. 11
Oct. 18
Oct. 29
Oct. 26

Name

1st Year – 2019
Kashiwa, George Katsumi (DO NIN)
3rd Year – 2018
Endo, Eugene Yukio (SAI SHO)
7th Year – 2014
Tanaka, “Muts” Wayne (MUTSU DO)
Tonai, Nancy Michiko (CHI SHO)
13th Year – 2008
Fujimoto, Sumie (YUI MYO)
17th Year – 2004
Nakahashi, Herbert (KO SHO)
Mabe, Tatsue (MYO SHO)
25th Year – 1996
Takeda, Betty Chieko (CHI SHIN)
Hayase, Dick Jiro (JYO KOU)
33rd Year – 1988
Oyama, Masako Betty (MYO SEI)
Terao, Norio (NYO JITSUIN YUI SHIN)
Ikeoka, Wayne (KOM YO)
Okuda, Masae (MYO TAKU)
Suma, Shigeyuki (SHIN SHO)
50th Year – 1971
Sato, Rokuro (JI KO)
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KYODAN
Ageno, Wilfred – In memory of Shizue Ageno
Barclay, M. Y. – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Cross, Steve & Sandra – In memory of Cynthia McCarthy
Hashizumi, Maybelle C. – In memory of Masao Takayama
Hyde, Pat S. – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Kato, Carol – In memory of Kengo Kato
Miwa, Lester – In memory of Hitoshi Nagata
Mori, Minako – In memory of Fumiko Hiyakumoto
Oki, Toshiko – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Omura, Jane N. – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Pelligrino, Wallette G. and Victor Pelligrino – In memory of
Evelyn Kamasaki
Pellegrino, Wallette G. – In memory of Cynthia McCarthy
Shigeta, G. – In memory of Yoshio & Kuniyo Sueda, Gihachi
& Tokie Sueda, Masaiki & Ikuko Sueda, and Alan Suichi
& Nanae Sueda
Smith, Linda & Allan, Sr. – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Sugiki, Toshiko – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Taguchi, Hifumi – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Tamiya, Roy – In memory of Masao & Hisako Tamiya
Tokunaga, Sarajean – In memory of Howard Nakamura
Toyama, Raymond & Betty – In memory of Alan Yokoyama
OHIGAN
Arakaki, Tony & Irene
Fujii, Ethel
Fujiwara, Yoshiko
Hamasaki, Grace & Teri
Hirata, Sandra K.
Hozaki, Carolyn
Kubota, Janet
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Inamasu, Harold & Janet
Matsuda, Wayne & Sandra
Miyamoto, Richard
Ohigashi, Helen – In memory of Sam Ohigashi and Mae
Omuro
Oki, Toshiko
Ouchi, Richard
Shimoda, Nancy
Sugiki, Dale
Sugiki, Toshiko
Unemori, Aileen
Yokoyama, Elaine
OBON DONATIONS
Amaral, Gordon & June – In memory of Emiko Sakagawa
Amaral, Gordon & June – In memory of S. Stanley Okamoto
Amaral, Gordon & June

Amimoto, Ronald – In memory of S. Stanley Okamoto
Garner, Robyn M. – In memory of Evelyn N. Kamasaki
Hasegawa, Allan – In memory of Takae & Yaeko Hasegawa,
and Miyakichi & Misayo Sawamoto
Hashi, James & Takane
Honda, Arlene – In memory of Nadao & Shizuko Honda
Iida, Barbara
Ikeuchi, Eric & Cathy
Ito, Faith
Koja, Jane & Irving – In memory of Tomokiyo Family
Kurozawa, Daryl & Jane – In memory of Kengo Kato
Moore, Sheri – In memory of Janet Anthony
Mori, Stanley – In memory of Shoichi & Tetsuo Mori
Taguchi, Hifumi
Teshima, Stacie
Towata, Wallace & Carolyn
Ushiro, Leslie
Yamagata, Jodi – In memory of Elaine Yamagata and the
Yamagata Family
Yogi, Shinyei – In memory of Haruko Yogi
NOKOTSUDO

Hasegawa, Allan – In memory of Miyakichi & Misayo Sawamoto
Kaneyama, Wayne & Lena – In memory of Nobue Hanada,
Minoru Hanada, and Juji Hanada
Morisaki, Michael – In memory of Takeo Morisaki
OFUSE
Baba, Maya – Wedding ceremony of David & Erica Dolato
Carpenter, Lani K. & Terry Lee – Wedding ceremony of David & Erica Dolato
Chun, Lauren E.and family of Kyutaro Kitagawa – In memory
of Kyutaro Kitagawa
Fukumoto, Ronald & Kay – In memory of Lin Chie Watanabe
Garner, Robyn M. – In memory of Cynthia McCarthy
Hamasaki, Grace & Teri – In memory of Kazuichi Hamasaki
Honda, Arlene – In memory of Melvin S, Honda
Kanamu, Lori – In memory of Emiko Sakagawa
Kaya, Calvin – In memory of Jessie Oshiro and Michael
Nashiwa
Miyahara, Richard & Lorraine – In memory of Yutaka Yoshimori
Nagai, Gary – In memory of Hatsuto Nagai
Nashiwa, Audrey – In memory of Michael Nashiwa and Jessie Oshiro
Uehara, L. S. – In memory of Cynthia McCarthy
Yoshimori, Alvin & Sandra – In memory of Yutaka Yoshimori
Yoshimori, Alma – In memory of Yutaka Yoshimori
Yoshimori, Glenn – In memory of Yutaka Yoshimori
BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Maui Food Bank – Donated 215 pounds of non-perishable
groceries
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Please consider making a donation
to the Social Concerns Fund
(Envelope Enclosed)

Don’t forget!!! The Chicken Hekka
Fundraiser is on Saturday, October 17, from 8
a.m. to 11 a.m.
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