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BWA to hold Memorial Service on December 1

General Cleanup to be held on Sunday, December 15

UDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MEMBERS will
hold their annual Memorial Service on Sunday, December 1, beginning at 8:00 a.m. for members who
have passed away during the past year.
Coordinators Sharon Higa and Sandy Hirata encourage
members to attend this special service. They would also like
to invite family members and friends to attend. Tamara Manley will be the Mistress of Ceremonies for the service.
Shown below are members who have passed away in
the 2018-2019 year.
Yoshiko Ushiro..................................... December 30, 2018
Winifred Nagoshi........................................... June 12, 2019
Kazue Mabe ................................................. August 9, 2019
Emiko Sakagawa ....................................... August 19, 2019
Members of Group C will be in charge of refreshments.
Group C Members are Lillian Satoshige, Grace Hamasaki,
Jane Shinoda, Toshiko Sugiki, Machiko Moriyasu, Aileen
Unemori, Michiko Sato, Mae Omuro, and Sunny Larner.

CTIVITIES CHAIRPERSON DANNY TOPP
has issued a “Call for Help” to Kyodan members and affiliated organizations to attend the
semiannual General Cleanup on Sunday, December 15, beginning at 7:30 a.m. Members are requested to bring tools, rags, newspapers, and other
items needed for the cleanup. “We hope to see our
members at this project; it’s a good time for fellowship and support of our Sangha,” said Chair Topp.
Chairperson Topp reported that the affiliate organizations have been assigned specific areas of
work.
Buddhist Women’s Assn. . Temple and Nokotsudo
Janet Kubota, Chairperson
Boy Scouts .......................................... Classrooms
Celeste Rabang, Chairperson
Social Hall.................... Jr. YBA & Adult Volunteers
Lynn Yamauchi, Chairperson
Cub Scouts .................... Cub/Scout Meeting Room
Jerry Dela Cruz, Chairperson
Judo Club ................................................ Judo Hall
Ronald Hiyakumoto, Chairperson
Karate & Kendo ......................... Karate/Kendo Hall
Ed Tamanaha and Mike Sone, Co-chairpersons
Grounds .......................................... Aldon Mochida
Lunch ............................................. Dharma School
Kitchen............... Fred Toyama & George Okamoto
Each chairperson is requested to inform members of his/her organization for manpower help.
Chair Danny Topp stated that lunch will be served
after the cleanup.

B

Dharma School to host Bodhi Day
Service at Kepaniwai Park on
December 8

S

TUDENTS FROM the
Dharma
School
would like to invite
Wailuku Hongwanji members to the Bodhi Day
Service on Sunday, December 8, in one of the
pavilions, at Kepaniwai
Park beginning at 8:30 a.m. Co-director of the
Dharma School Sandra Hirata reported that refreshments will be provided by the dharma school
teachers.
Bodhi Day, December 8, is commemorated as
the day Gautama meditated under the Bodhi tree
and attained enlightenment at the age of 35. He
became Shakyamuni Buddha, perfect in Wisdom
and Compassion. He showed that it was possible
for man to become a Buddha—a fully Enlightened
Person. He explained that man has the potential
of achieving supreme Wisdom and Compassion.

A
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A message from Reverend Shinkai Murakami
Resident Minister – Wailuku Hongwanji Mission

I can see well and I am Arigatai Grateful
Namo Amida Butsu
Wow, it is the end of 2019. Time passes by so quickly. (Actually, time travels at the same speed but when we become old,
we feel that time flies by so quickly)
Since I read a lot, I must have my reading glasses with me.
Otherwise, I cannot read the newspapers, books, or my mail. I
can tell that my vision is getting weaker, and I need to update
my glasses. When I went to the optometrist for my yearly exam,
I could not read the small letters; I was able to read them last
year. So the doctor said, "Well, reverend, your vision is a bit
weaker this year so you will need to update your glasses." So
today, I have eight reading glasses. Two in my office, one in the
car, one in the bedroom, one at the temple, one at the Japanese School classroom, and two are at my computer desk in
the house. Two were prescribed by the doctor and are bifocals
and other 6 are reading glasses.
When I was growing up, I never thought that I would need
glasses for reading. I always felt that "If you are using glasses
for reading, you must be old!" Now that I am using them, I am
truly an old person.
Buddha said that "Everything is changing and everything is
impermanent." However, we (maybe only me) may not pay attention to this very important fact.
According to legend or history, when Prince Siddhartha became the Enlightened One on December 8, his first Dharma
message was the Four Noble Truths to the people who practiced with him. They were:
1. Truth of Suffering — the reality is that life is full of suffering.
2. Cause of Suffering — the reality is that the cause of suffering is evil passion.
3. Extinction of Suffering — the reality is that Nirvana is the
state where all sufferings are extinguished.
4. Truth Regarding the Path of Nirvana — the reality is that
the eightfold holy path leads to Nirvana.
Maybe his followers understood what the Buddha said to
them on the first and second Noble Truths or maybe the first
three Noble Truths were true. However, some of them may not
consider the fourth Noble Truth because even if they practice
the other truths, they had never thought about the solution.
They relied on their own practices to reach or achieve their final
stage of being an Enlightened One.
I was like his followers when I was young. I never thought
that I would need glasses to read a book, newspaper, or other
documents. I was truly relying on myself. I can do it! I can see
everything. However, without glasses, I cannot read well; I
cannot do heavy work like I did when I was young.

So, I realize that things are changing—I am not as strong; I
am less capable--impermanent. If we are able to understand
that our lives are constantly changing and interdependent not
only as human beings but all other creatures and things which
surrounds us are making our lives more meaningful and wonderful.
The month of December is truly a busy time for all of us;
however, if we can take a moment to reflect and think about our
daily lives the past 11 months, we might be able to realize that
many things that we encountered are truly making our lives a
wonderful one.
By reflecting on the past, we will be more proficient in moving forward to a new day. Whenever we recall the happy experiences, we will smile and feel very good and appreciate what
we have. On the other hand, when we recall sad and bitter
experiences, we might have tears and sad feelings through
those memories. Even though it may be difficult to erase these
negative happenings in our lives, we will be able to overcome
them in time through kindness which we receive from others.
If we are able to realize Amida Buddha's boundless wisdom and compassion which reaches our hearts and shows us
the path of the truth, we might be able to overcome difficult situations and be able to accept things as it is and live our lives in
a more positive way. Why? Through Amida Buddha's infinite
wisdom and compassion, we are all able to realize that we are
embraced by him and are able to see the path of the truth.
Even though December is a very busy month, we should
take the time to listen to the Buddha Dharma; you will be able
to see different ways of accepting things in our lives.
Through the listening of the Buddha Dharma it is truly the
perfect eyeglasses for all of us to be able to see the truth in our
precious lives and maybe the words we say like "Busy, busy"
become "Arigatai, Arigatai" which is "I truly appreciate what I
have."
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission will hold its Bodhi Day service
at the Kepaniwai Park on December 8, at 8:30 a.m. Remember
that other Sunday morning services are at 8:00 a.m. We will
observe our annual New Year's Eve and New Year's Day service on December 31, at 11:15 p.m. See you at the temple and
listen to the Buddha Dharma together as our true guide.
Namo Amida Butsu
Friend of the Dharma

Deadline for submitting information for publication is the 15th of the month
prior to the publication date.
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, 1828 Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI
96793, publishes the newsletter monthly. Phone: 244-0406. The opinions
written by individual contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.
STAFF
Frank Hamasaki, Editor .................................................... Rev. Shinkai Murakami
Joan Tamori .................................................................................... Itsuyo Kusuda
Richard Ouchi ..................................................................................... Mae Omuro
Stella Kuwae
Contributing Reporters
Buddhist Women’s Association ................................................. Ms. Janet Kubota
Boy Scouts ........................................................................ Mrs. Shelley Pellegrino
Cub Scouts.................................................................................... Mrs. Erin Ferrer
Dharma School ......................................................................... Ms. Sandra Hirata
Judo Club ......................................................................... Mr. Ronald Hiyakumoto
Preschool ...........................................................................Ms. Cathy DiMeo-Cole
STEM Scouting ...................................................................Ms. Courtney Morihiro
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New Year’s Eve Service to be held on
December 31, beginning at 11:15
p.m.

M

EMBERS AND
friends
are
cordially
invited to the annual
New Year’s Eve (Joya e) Service on Tuesday,
December 31, beginning at 11:15 p.m. Kyodan
president, Michael Munekiyo, reminds members
that the final service of the year is a time to reflect
on the outgoing year and anticipate and celebrate
the beginning of a new year.
After the service, attendees are invited to toll
the temple bell to ring in the new year and rid
ourselves symbolically of the “108 imperfections”
and to partake in the traditional refreshments,
which include buckwheat noodles (soba), rice
wine (sake) and other items, which will be served
in the Social Hall.

Wailuku Hongwanji’s temple calendar
for the year 2020 is ready to be picked
up

T

EMPLE MEMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT
the Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple’s
2020 calendars are ready to be picked up
during normal business hours. The calendar is
made specifically for our temple. The calendar
lists temple activities and important dates. The
staff apologizes for not being able to send the calendar through the mail.
Wailuku Hongwanji’s 2020 Tentative Calendar of Activities, Memorial Listings, and a reminder memo of the New Year’s Eve Service
will be enclosed with this month’s newsletter.

Director of Finance reminds members

P

AUL
HIRANAGA,
DIRECTOR
OF
FINANCE, reminds members that the 2019
Gojikai (membership dues) is due. Because many members wait until the month of December to pay their 2019 dues, he would like to
inform members that the temple office will be
open on Tuesday, December 31, until 12:30 p.m.
Consult your accountant to determine if you
should pay your 2020 dues ahead of time. The
office will be closed on Wednesday, January 1;
but will be open for normal business hours—7:30
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 2, 2020.

General membership meeting to be
held on January 16, 2020



RESIDENT MICHAEL MUNEKIYO INVITES
members to the Annual Sokai (General
Membership Meeting) and Shinnenkai (New
Year’s Party), which will be held at the temple on
Saturday, January 16, beginning at 5:30 p.m. At
the Sokai, the Director of Finance Paul Hiranaga
will present the 2020 Kyodan Budget. In addition,
the Tadaichi Fukunaga Dana Award will be presented. Last year’s recipients were Helen Ohigashi and Toshiko Sugiki.
After the meeting, members will adjourn to the
Social Hall for the New Year’s party. A donation
of $5 for each participating family (two or more
individuals) and $3 for each single participating
member will be collected. The donation will help
the committee get an accurate dinner count.
Please call the office at 244-0406 if you plan
to attend. The deadline for reservations is Sunday, January 5, 2020.

Social Concern Fund Drive continues



EMBERS ARE REMINDED TO MAIL IN
THEIR Social Concern envelopes as soon
as possible. Even though the fund drive is
held during the month of November, funds donated in December will be forwarded to Honpa’s
Social Concern Committee.
The committee generally uses half of the
funds collected for distribution and saves the rest
for extreme emergency. The committee splits the
collection into two funds: (1) the Social Welfare
Fund, and (2) the Emergency Relief Fund. The
Social Welfare Fund is to support organizations
and programs that promote peace and/or reduce
suffering. The Emergency Relief Fund is to aid
individuals or groups in case of major disasters.

Gakuen classes to take “Winter
Break” and Martin Luther King, Jr.
holiday

P

ARENTS ARE REMINDED THAT CLASSES
at the Wailuku Hongwanji Japanese Language School will be on “Winter Recess”
beginning on Monday, December 23 and ending
on January 6, 2020. Classes will resume on
Tuesday, January 7, 2020, according to Reverend
Shinkai Murakami, Gakuen principal. He also
would like to inform parents that no classes will be
held on Monday, January 20, (Martin Luther King,
Jr. holiday).
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Affiliate organizations

Craft Fair Chair Hiraga expresses appreciation to supporters

Buddhist Women’s News

RAFTS AND FOOD FAIR CHAIR GWEN HIRAGA
would like to express her appreciation to members
and supporters of the Fair. She said, “Thank you to
all the volunteers who assisted with the craft fair held on November 9th. To the wonderful ladies and men who prepared
the various food items and the cleaning and cutting of vegetables, and to the members and friends who donated baked
goods and plants, your hard work and generosity are greatly
appreciated. Also, thank you to the Boy Scouts who assisted with setting up and breaking down of the tents, tables,
and chairs in the social hall and courtyard.”
Chair Hiraga extends her gratitude to members of the
Craft Fair Committee for attending meetings, coordinating
what needed to be done, and helping at the Craft Fair. She
said, “The success of the Craft Fair is due to the many volunteers for their time, diligence and hard work. Thank you!”

Janet Kubota, Reporter

No BWA meeting in December

M

EMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT THERE WILL be
no Buddhist Women’s Association meeting in December. The date of the next BWA meeting will be
announced at a later date.

Bodhi Day visitation to Hale Makua set
for Wednesday, December 4

M

EMBERS OF THE BUDDHIST WOMEN’S Association will be visiting Wailuku Hale Makua on
Wednesday, December 4, at 10:00 a.m. as part of
their annual Bodhi Day observance. Members will enjoy fellowship with friends and residents at the center. Participants
should meet at the temple at 9:45 a.m. to carpool.

Omigaki (cleaning of altar ornament)
project to be held on December 16

C

HAIRPERSON MACHIKO MORIYASU WOULD LIKE
to remind members that the Omigaki project will be
held on Monday, December 16, at 8 a.m. She encourages members to please come out and help clean the
altar ornaments in preparation for the New Year. She said,
“You can sit together and talk stories while cleaning the ornaments.”

Kubota says “Arigato” to BWA members and friends

P

RESIDENT JANET KUBOTA WOULD LIKE TO say
“Thank you” to every Buddhist Women’s Association
member and to our BWA friends and supporters. She
said, “Your unselfish support has made my job of
leading club projects and activities much easier to accomplish.”
She continued, “We have had many successful projects and
activities--refreshments at major services, Fujimatsuri, Maui
Matsuri, peanut butter & jelly sandwich project, Hosha days,
Omigaki, chow fun green onions, bacon bits preparations, and
our November Autumn Craft and Food Fair. Thank you to each
one of our members who worked tirelessly--sometimes overdoing what their body can take. However, after a good night’s
sleep, our ladies are back again doing their DANA. To members who contributed refreshments for workers and donated
ingredients and baked goods, you were awesome!”
I would like to thank the husbands and family members
who supported our ladies. Thank you to Brian Hashiro, Fred
Toyama, Paul Gushiken, Frank Hamasaki, and Richard Ouchi
for all you do. Namo Amida Butsu.

C

Twenty-one members attended
MUBWA Fall Assembly

T

WENTY-ONE BWA MEMBERS ATTENDED THE 65TH
Maui United Buddhist Women’s Association Fall Assembly at Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on November 2. The 2020 MUBWA Board was installed at the Assembly. The incoming president of the Maui United Buddhist
Women’s Association will be Sharon Nohara of the Lahaina
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. Past President Janet Kubota,
Assistant Treasurer Sharon Higa, and Director Tamara Manley
will serve on the Maui United BWA board..
Members sampled teas and viewed unit displays of BWA
activities, shared highlights of the 16th World Buddhist Women’s
Convention, learned about Jodo Shu Buddhism and participated in a walking meditation. Members enjoyed a bento lunch
and fellowship with BWA ladies from other Maui temples.

BWA HOSHA DAY ASSIGNMENTS
BWA Memorial Service 12/1

Group C

December 5, 2019

Groups 2 and 4

December 15, 2019

General Cleanup

December 16, 2019

Omigaki

December 18, 2019

ACCW – Team #6

December 19, 2019
January 9, 2020

NO HOSHA
Groups 1 and 6

Ho-onko Service (ReGroup D
freshment 1/12/20
Helen Ohigashi, Katsue Shishido, Mari Ann Kato, Emiko
Goshi, Cathy Ikeuchi, Gail Iwamoto-Hamai, Elaine Akashi
January 15, 2020

ACCW – Team #1

January 23, 2020

Groups 3 and 5
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Dharma School News
Sandra Hirata, Reporter

Dharma School to join BWA at its
Memorial Service on December 1

D

IRECTOR SANDRA HIRATA REMINDS Dharma
School students that they will be joining members of
the BWA in their Memorial Day Service on Sunday,
December 1, beginning at 8 a.m.

Bodhi Day Service to be
held on December 8, at
Kepaniwai Park

T

HE ANNUAL BODHI DAY
Service will be held in a
pavilion at the Kepaniwai
Park on Sunday, December 8,
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Dharma School students
and parents are encouraged to attend this special
service. Invite your grandparents to join you at
this service. In case of inclement weather, the
service will be held at the temple. Refreshments
provided by the Dharma School teachers will be
served after the service.

Dharma School to prepare lunch at
General Cleanup on December 15

D

HARMA SCHOOL STAFF AND PARENTS WILL
assist the temple by providing lunch at the yearend General Cleanup on Sunday, December 15,
beginning at 8 a.m. Students are to join their parents clean
the social hall doors and windows.

Donavan Ikeuchi to MC
Family Sernd
vice on December 22



ONAVAN IKEUCHI WILL BE THE MASTER of Ceremonies at the Family Service on Sunday, December 22nd, beginning at 8 a.m. Eric Ikeuchi, Lay Minister, will conduct the service and be the guest speaker.
Donavan Ikeuchi will ring the kansho bell. Kellen Takamura
will read the aspiration. Onawa Flores and Aaron Tsai will
collect the offerings, and will greet visitors. After the service,
refreshments will be served in the social hall.

Adult Volunteers to host Sunday Service on December 29

A

N ADULT VOLUNTEER WILL BE THE
Master of Ceremonies at the December
29, Sunday Service, which begins at 8
a.m. Other adult volunteers will ring the kansho
bell, read the aspiration, greet members and visitors, and do the collection of offerings.

New Year’s Eve service set for Tuesday, December 31 at 11:15 p.m.

T

HIS IS TO REMIND TEMPLE MEMBERS
THAT A special New Year’s Eve Service will
be held on Tuesday, December 31, beginning
at 11:15 p.m. A candlelight ceremony will be
held prior to the tolling of the bell. Attendees will be
invited to toll the temple bell to call in the new year
and to rid ourselves symbolically of the “108 imperfections” and to partake in the traditional refreshments, which include buckwheat noodles (soba),
rice wine (sake) and other items, which will be
served in the Social Hall.

Judo Club News
Ronald Hiyakumoto, Sensei

Wailuku Hongwanji
Judo Club comth
petes in 60 Honpa Hongwanji State
Judo Championship

T

HIRTY MEMBERS AND PARENTS OF THE Wailuku
Hongwanji Judo Club traveled to Honolulu over the
Labor Day weekend to compete in the 60th Honpa
Hongwanji State Judo Championship. Other participating
clubs were the Hilo Hongwanji Judo Club, Honpa Hongwanji
Betsuin Judo Academy, Makawao Hongwanji Judo Club,
Mililani Hongwanji Judo Club, Pearl City Hongwanji Judo
Club, and the Puna Hongwanji Judo Club.
Shown below are the results of the tournament:

KOJIN (INDIVIDUAL) COMPETITION
Place

First

Second

Third

(Age Group)

Judoka

(17)
(11)
(10)
(9)
(8)
(6)
(15)
(12)
(12)
(MA 60)
(14)
(10)
(10)
(8)

Waipulani Beauchamp-Estrella
Kai’wa Ho
Mahea Vares
Coen Perreira
Mason Kurokawa
Meiko Kurokawa
Gabriel Valdez
Bryan Chaves
Shaelyn Perreira
Kaiao Katjang
Aimee Sakamoto
Chloe Hokoana
Kaimalino Katjang
Kellen Racadio

DATAI (TEAM) COMPETITION
Second
Second

Minor B
9-10 Yrs
Minor C
11-12 Yrs

Sophie Hokoana
Mahea Vares
Chloe Hokoana
Shaelyn Perreira

“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”

-5-

Boy Scouts News
Shelley Pellegrino, Reporter

Scouts go camping; perform community service,
and enjoyed Halloween

S

COUTS FROM TROOP 40 PARTICIPATED IN THEIR
welcome back camping at Waihee Dunes, traveled to
Camp Maluhia and performed community service, and
enjoyed themselves with Trunk or Treat.
▲Troop 40 has “adopted “Pop Hutton’s Camp #3 at Camp Maluhia as
part of their Community Service and will be in charge of keeping the
ground clean and making any repairs to the cabin.

At the “Welcome Back” camp at the Waihee Dunes, scouts prepare the
campsite with their tents.

Maui’s first Scout Executive was “Pop Hutton.” The scouts perform
community service in memory of commitment to scouting.

Working together, scouts set up the “mess tent” for the Waihee Dunes.

Bryson and Kody set up their sleeping quarter; they need to keep the
wind and rain out of their tent.

Getting the cabins ready for another year of camping, scouts from
Troop 40 prepare the bunks and cleaned the cabin.
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Parent Robyne Fukunaga is
dressed as the Cady Heron character with lots of stitches.

Scout Adam is “John Dillinger”
with is submachine gun in his
violin case.

Gingerbread man waits for the
“best costume” contest to begin.

Scoutmaster Celeste Rabang is
ready for “Jaws” as she waits in
her cage.

DeMarco dresses as Brawny Man
in the paper towel commercial.

Parent Chad Fukunaga dresses
as a “Nerdy Man” for this Halloween costume.

Scout leader Sergio Lugo and his son Austin, dressed in Norseman
Viking Warriors costumes.

2019 Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts – Trunk or Treat – October 25, 2019

According to Scoutmaster Celeste Rabang and Cubmaster Jerry Dela Cruz, this year’s costume for Halloween was the best ever. The scouts and cub
scouts enjoyed themselves by visiting the “trunk or treat” and gathering many sweets.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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In Honor of our Centenarians on our 120th Anniversary

Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple's centenarians, Misao Tengan, Edith Omuro, and Tomiko Yamagata , were honored at the 120th Anniversary Celebration on October 20. Reverend Murakami offered his congratulations to the three ladies.

Grandson Brent Izutsu, Honoree Tomiko Yamagata, and daughter Amy
Izutsu were honored by Reverend Murakami at the ceremony.

Granddaughter Laurie Fukushima-Tsai joins honoree Misao Tengan at
the recognition ceremony participated by Reverend Murakami.

Daughter Arlene Toyama joins her mother Edith Omuro at the 120th
Anniversary recognition presented by Reverend Murakami.
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120th Anniversary of the Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

Members of the adult choir performed at the 120th Anniversary Commemoration service on October 20, 2019.
Keirokai member Stanley Okamoto is honored at the ceremony.

Mistress of Ceremonies Tamara
Manley assists with the entertainment in the social hall.

Lynn Yamauchi, members of the Sewing Bee, and the Decorating Committee created the beautiful table decorations used in the social hall.

Members wait for “dinner is served” at the 120th Anniversary.

Offering of flowers were made by Dharma School students Benjamin
and Kingston.

Reverends Kerry Kiyohara, Ai Hironaka, Shinkai Murakami, and Richard Tennes participated in the commemoration service.

Members of the adult choir wait patiently for the start of the service.

Adult choir members smile for Donavan Ikeuchi who was the official
photographer for the 120th Anniversary.
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Dharma school student, Kamauoha, sang the introduction to “Do Re
Mi.”
Sandy Hirata and her committee kept the students busy with “fishing”
and lots of prizes.

Members of the Dharma Strummers performed and assisted in the
entertainment at the 120th Anniversary celebration.

Stacking cups takes patience and dexterity as Dharma School students
compete for prizes at the 120th Anniversary celebration.

Pearl Kaya was one of four recipients to receive Hawaiian Miles during
the give-away.

Students in the Dharma School program entertained the temple members as they performed from the “Sound of Music,” the Do Re Mi song. They
were assisted by the Dharma Strummers.
“A WELCOMING SPIRIT GROWS OUR COMMUNITY TEMPLE”
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Cub Scouts News
Erin Ferrer, Reporter

Cub scouts visit Makawao
Forest Reserve and sell
popcorn

P

ACK 40 SCOUTS EXPLORED THE MAKAWAO
Forest Reserve and sold popcorn at Maui Lani
Safeway. The trip to the forest was a “welcome
back” to the older cubs and the “first outing” to the newer
cubs. The scouts also sold popcorn at various stores.
Cub scouts, leaders, and parents begin their trek into the beautiful,
mysterious Makawao Forest Reserve,

Tai and Landon greet customers with a smile as they invite them to
purchase cans of popcorn.
Cub scouts have their photo taken as they marvel at the beauty of the
Makawao Forest Reserve.

Jacob, dressed as a popcorn, and Liam who is joined by parent Kyle
Shimizu, are selling popcorn at the Maui Lani Safeway.
Cub scouts take a break as they rested on logs that were trimmed.

Popcorn dressed grandma Donna Komine and a popcorn dressed Cub
Cub scouts use their sticks to explore surprises found in the hole that
Scouts Kingston and Benjamin, along with parent Jodi Komine, sell
they dug.
popcorn at Safeway at Maui Lani.
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Dis-n-Dat News
2020 Giseikai (Legislative Assembly) is
set for February 7-8, in Honolulu

Editor’s Note: Shown below is a resolution from the State of Hawaii
recognizing Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple on its 120th Anniversary.

H

ONPA HONGWANJI ANNOUNCED THAT
the 108th Legislative Assembly (Giseikai)
will be held on February 7-8, 2020 at the
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall. Reports and
information are being requested from all ministers, temple
presidents, and each Hongwanji Council Chairperson.
The registration fee to attend the Assembly for both
delegates and observers will be $105 per person, which
includes the Aloha Luncheon and Living Treasures
Recognition that will be held at the Ala Moana Hotel. A block
of discounted rooms has been set aside. Please mention
“2020 Legislative Assembly” when making your reservation. Members who want to attend the Aloha Luncheon only
need to pay $85.
Deadline for submitting names to the Giseikai is Monday,
December 31, 2019.

Hōonkō (Shinran Shonin Memorial)
Service to be held on January 12

R

EVEREND RICHARD TENNES, RESIDENT MINISTER at Kahului Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, will be
the guest speaker at the annual Hōonkō Service,
which will be held on Sunday, January 12, beginning at 9
a.m. This Hōonkō Memorial Service is held in memory of
Shinran Shonin, the founder of the Jodo Shinshu Sect, near
the date of his death (January 16).

WHM 2020 Obon (Gathering of Joy)
to be held on July 31 and August 1

T

HE MAUI BUDDHIST COUNCIL ANNOUNCED that
the Wailuku Hongwanji Buddhist Temple Obon will be
held on July 31, and August 1, 2020. Please save the
date on your calendar. The Council also assigned Obon
dates for the other Buddhist temples on Maui. Listed below
are tentative dates set by the Maui Buddhist Council.
June 6, 2020 ..................................Lahaina Shingon Mission
June 13, 2020 .............................. Puunene Nichiren Mission
June 19, 2020 ..................................... Wailuku Jodo Mission
June 20, 2020 ................................Wailuku Shingon Mission
June 26 – 27, 2020...............................Kahului Jodo Mission
July 4, 2020......................................... Lahaina Jodo Mission
July 10 – 11, 2020............................. Paia Mantokuji Mission
July 17 – 18, 2020....................... Kahului Hongwanji Mission
July 24 – 25, 2020....................Makawao Hongwanji Mission
July 31 – Aug. 1, 2020 ...........Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
August 7 – 8, 2020 ..................... Lahaina Hongwanji Mission
August 29, 2020 .................................Kula Shofukuji Mission

Editor’s Note: I came across this article in the West Los Angeles
Buddhist Temple’s October 2019 newsletter. I read the article and
found it informative and entertaining. Who is this writer—Rip Rense?
Googled his name. He is an American music and film journalist, author,
poet, and music producer, based in Los Angeles, California. He has
written for numerous Los Angeles publications since the 1970s, including LA Weekly, the Valley News, the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner, and
the Los Angeles Times. I learned a lot about him and his family. No
wonder this article is so professionally done. He is a professional writer.
I guarantee you’ll enjoy this article and his other writings.

BODHISATTVAS
By Rip Rense

There's a middle aged African American lady
whom I have seen for years, generally hanging
around Little Tokyo, or its outskirts, asking for money. I assume she is homeless, although she is decently attired and presented. Her mono-tone, hollow entreaty, repeated over and over and over, is
"Can you spare a dollar?" Of course, she is one of
countless such people downtown and throughout
the city, whose ranks have been allowed to swell
under the administration of Mayor Eric Garcetti.
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The truth is, I don't have a dollar to spare. Quite
the contrary, I am not too far from standing on a
corner, asking for a dollar, myself. My career, journalism, is essentially deceased as a paying enterprise. So I ignore her, and every time I do so, she
mutters something nasty or insulting. Fine. This
passes for "how's it going?" in L.A. these days.
A few weeks ago, I ran into her again in Ellison
Onizuka Square, and she droned her usual request
at me. As it happened, I was in a charitable frame of
mind. I get that way, ironically, when I feel particularly hopeless about my own professional future,
which happens with increasing frequency.
"Can you spare a dollar?"

"How are you doing?" I asked.
"Oh, not too bad," she said, looking me in the
eye calmly. "How are you?"
"I don't know yet, but thanks for asking."
"Well, it's a choice we make every day."
"Yes, I can," I said, and handed her a bill.
No, this did not make me feel "better," or grand.
I just figured, on impulse, that maybe it might contribute toward improving another per son's day, or
half-day. Whether it was with a syringe or a pack of
cigarettes or a cookie was not my concern. And
then, I sought to cut through all the years of hearing
her mumble insults at me because I never gave her
a dime.
"How are you doing?" I asked.
"Oh, not too bad," she said, looking me in the
eye calmly. "How are you?"
"I don't know yet, but thanks for asking."
"Well, it's a choice we make every day."
Really. She said this. This strange, disaffected,
hopeless woman reduced to begging, was holding
forth with philosophy. And interesting philosophy, at
that.
"Indeed," I said, and went on my way.
And I got to thinking about it. My first idea was
that the woman was thoughtful, wise, and courageous, to have such an attitude. No matter your
hell, you still have a choice to decide that things are
okay, that life is not a raw deal. Brava! And then I
thought, well, maybe she was just parroting something she heard from a social worker or a priest at a
rescue mission or public assistance office. Maybe it
meant little or nothing to her, and was just something to say, After all, she had decided, apparently,
to beg from people, and then curse them if they
didn't donate. This was her noble "choice.”
Then I thought I was overthinking. There was no
knowing her circumstance, or why she said what
she had said. So I considered the question on its

own merit. Do we "have a choice" to "make it a
good day," so to speak? Easy answer: only to some
extent. You can be the most optimistic person in a
bus going over a cliff, but the bus is still going over
a cliff. Was there some Buddhist merit in her idea,
some dharma value? I decided there was not, owing
to "causes and conditions" (i.e., bus going over
cliff). (Unless, perhaps, you view getting out of this
troubled existence as something to celebrate.)
A couple weeks later, I was having lunch in Little
Tokyo at Café Dulce, where I sometimes shoot the
breeze with the young employees. For some reason, they humor the old bearded guy and talk about
their lives, goals, etc. Perhaps they imagine I have
pearls of wisdom to offer, so as a precaution I like to
remind them that I am a college dropout who writes
books that nobody buys or reads. Anyhow, this very
nice young woman had told me months earlier, her
eyes bright, about being accepted to a prestigious
architecture school downtown. She lived in Chinatown with her parents, and had been working full
time for a while, so this represented a great breakthrough. I guess she's about twenty-two.
"How's it going?" I asked.
"Oh, well, I don't know ..."
"How's school?"
"Oh, well, I'm not going."
"What? You're not going? I thought you were
accepted. Why?"
"Well, I got accepted, but I couldn't afford the tuition."
"That's horrible! But then, that's America today."
"I told my parents and my other relatives about
it, but none of them would help me out financially
because they don't think much of architecture unless you work for the city or something. One of my
aunties said, `Oh, you can work for the city!'"
She laughed at the idea. This is a bright person,
I knew from earlier talks, who had ambitions of
working creatively—not on designing offices, or being an administrator.
I laughed with her.
"But!" she added. 'I've decided to go to Cal State
Long Beach, major in design, and then get a master's in architecture there."
"Ah, hey, that's great! So you've persevered,
and found an alternate route. Well done!"

"You're living your best life."
"Pardon me? It's loud in here."
"You're living your best life."

She smiled and asked how things were going for
me. I gave my usual resume of ineffectuality, irony,
and writer's block.
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"But," I added, "I'll get past it, and finish my next
book that no one will read or buy."
And just as sure as the homeless lady had offered philosophy, so did this kind young woman.
"You're living your best life."
"Pardon me? It's loud in here."
"You're living your best life."
She said this wide-eyed, almost like someone
hypnotized.
"No," I said, laughing. "If I were living my best
life, I'd be in a five-star hotel in Paris. Penthouse."
She laughed and said it again: "You're living
your best life."
Oh, well. What could I say but "Yes, right!"
And once again I began thinking about this little
homily, buzz-phrase, as I had with the homeless
woman's "It's a choice we make every day." "You
are living your best life" was obviously of some help,
perhaps a great deal of help, to this young woman
(call her Linda). And perhaps "It's a choice you
make every day" was of considerable help to Homeless Lady. Maybe without it, she wouldn't have the
wherewithal to go out and ask people for money,
sad as that might sound. Who was I to dismiss
these ideas, which might well have been lifechanging notions for these women? Did it matter
that I thought neither was true? Did it matter that no
matter how often I "choose" to have a good attitude,
it is shot down by circumstances and my own
weakness of character? Did it matter that I am most
certainly not "living my best life," or anything remotely near it?
These ideas were a kind of dharma for these
people, though meaningless to me.
Well, not entirely meaningless. I remember an
Ohigan Seminar when Rev. Tetsuo Unno was recounting a moment of conflict with his wife, which
was irritating him. How did he overcome this irritation? By telling himself, "I have the best wife in the
world," and continued to tell himself this whenever
there was a marital conflict.
As a result, every time I behave badly, which is
about as often as Trump lies, my wife now says,
aloud, with hilarious sarcasm, "I have the best husband in the world."

Business Manager’s Message
By Franklin Hamasaki

As Buddhists, we need to commit ourselves to support our environment
We can do this by:
1. Using paper rather than foam or plastic products.
2. Using compostable utensils and non-plastic
bags.

3. Using bamboo rather than wooden chopsticks.
4. Using tap water instead of individual plastic water bottles. (Using pitchers or jug to dispense
water.)
5. Selecting and using items that can be recycled.
6. Using eco-friendly cleaning products.
7. Reducing the use of non-recycling products.
(Using washable plates and utensils in temples
activities.)

Saving Maui’s precious water

I

FOUND THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT
somewhere. I thought it to be funny, but
thought-provoking. I’m going to try to follow it
“at home only!”
Gross but true: Your toilet might be the biggest water hog in your house. So remember,
“If it’s yellow, let it mellow. If it’s brown,
flush it down.” Every time you skip a flush,
you save between 1.5 and 5 gallons of Maui’s
precious water! (And you assist our sewer
system with less water to process.)

The fringe benefit of Sunday Service

L

AST SUNDAY, I HAD TO OPEN THE DOORS TO the
temple. While I waited for the service to end, I went to
the social hall to “kill some time.” What I saw on the
buffet table was a tableful of delicious-looking food. Do they
do this every Sunday? Yep! I was told that each group
takes turn preparing “snack.” No, I believe it’s more like
breakfast. I know what is being served is better than Zippy’s
or IHOP. I wondered if the attendees to Sunday Service
go—not for the service but for the breakfast. I know my
choice would be breakfast. Maybe I should attend Sunday
Service so I can enjoy the fringe benefit—ono breakfast!

Deepest Sympathy
The Wailuku Hongwanji Mission extends deepest sympathy and condolence to the families of the
following:
George Katsumi Kashiwa (DO NIN – Path of
Deep Precept) Age 71, 4243 Lower Kula Road, Kula; passed away on October 11, 2019.
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A

acknowledgments

KYODAN
Hozaki, Carolyn – In memory of Shufflo Honda
Marugaki, Mamoru – In memory of Umeko H. Marugaki
Michael W. McElhinney, LLC
NOKOTSUDO
Honda, Margaret L. – In memory of Shufflo Honda and June
Kanada
Kawahara, Hideo & Joyce – In memory of Douglas Sodetani
Moore, Sheri – In memory of Janet Setsuko Anthony, Douglas & Jane Yamada
Nashiwa, Audrey – In memory of Michael Nashiwa
Seki, Edwin – In memory of Tomeichi Seki
Thompson, Shelby – In memory of Yoshio & Patricia Mainaga
Ward, Annette
EITAIKYO
Beppu, Clifford & Geraldine
Furomoto, Lydia
Hiyakumoto, Ronald
Honda, Kikuo & Peggy
Kunimitsu, Lester
Kurisu, Carol Mae & Jane
Miyamoto, Mitsuo & Mildred
Ouchi, Dennis
Tomita, Leonard & Patricia
Unemori, Aileen
Unemori, Alan & Linda Ann
OHIGAN

OFUSE
Aquino, Irene L. – In memory of Howard Takemoto
Hinahara, Dennis & Myra – In memory of Alan Sueda
Mun, Gail – In memory of Shufflo & Geraldine Honda
Nashiwa, Audrey – In memory of Michael Nashiwa
Nomura, Patrick & Sue & Family – In memory of Sumi Nomura
Saito, Janet – In memory of Raymond Saito & Umeko H.
Marugaki
Watanabe, Gladys M. – In memory of Kazue Mabe
Yamada, Laura – In memory of Irvin Yamada
PROJECT DANA
Osajima, Cyndi & Family – In memory of Hatsumi Osajima
SOCIAL HALL
Kurisu, Carol Mae & Jane
Omuro, Edith
WISH LIST
Araki, Charles – Dozen cans of Spam
Maui United BWA – Office Supplies
OFFERTORY
Komine, Shane & Jodi
BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Fukuda, Karlynn – 16 cans of Spam
SOCIAL CONCERN
Hiyakumoto, Ronald
Kurisu, Carol Mae & Jane
Miyamoto, Mitsuo & Mildred
Ouchi, Dennis
Unemori, Aileen
(As of November 7, 2019)

Hoji Memorial Services (December)

Kunimitsu, Lester
120th ANNIVERSARY DONATION
Fujiwara, Yoshiko (restroom)
Hamai, Ronald & Gail Iwamoto-Hamai
Ko, June
Kosaka, Diane
Murakami, Patrick
Nagoshi, Floyd & Sharon
Omuro, Edith
Sakuma, Lillian
Sato, Tommy & Jane (photovoltaic)
Tamanaha, Sylvia Yumi
Tanabe, Steven & Ileene
Toyama, Douglas
Toyama, Wayde Y.
Tsai, Jeffrey & Fukushima, Laurie (photovoltaic)
Yoshimoto, Shuji & Arleen – In recognition of the Mitsune
Kendo Club

Date

Name
st

Dec. 30
Dec. 17
Dec. 19
Dec. 29
Dec. 21
Dec. 31
Dec. 27
Dec. 28
Dec. 31
Dec. 26
Dec. 29

1 Year – 2018
Ushiro, Yoshiko (MON SHI)
3rd Year – 2017
Nikaido, Jerel Tomio (ZEN YU)
Yashiro, Roy Shoji (SHO DO)
Ouchi, Patsy Fukue (MYO FUKU)
13th Year – 2007
Nakamoto, Kenji (KA RAKU)
Teruya, Asako (MYO JU)
25th Year – 1995
Honda, Nadao (JYO YOH)
Komatsu, Yutaka (JYO JITSU)
Inouye Katsuyo (MYO SHO)
33rd Year – 1987
Kanada, Natsue (JOGAN)
Koki, Mamoru (SHINKAI)
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